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| Y Fears were ſoon diſſipated by meeting my 
Lord Tenermiil, who was hurrving about the 
Houſe with great Forwardneſs, and far 
from ſhewing any Coldneſs at my Approach, advanced 
towards me with an Air that proclaimed Friendſhip and 
Satisfaction. As I expected as little to find in him 
an Appearance of Joy under ſuch melancholy Circum- 
ſtances, as to ſee him ſo ſoon returned to Paris, my Sur- 
prize fixed me in the Place in which I firit perceived 
bim. He did not from thence appear to be leſs eager 
in coming up to me, and embracing me with Tender- 
nels, his firſt Expreſhons were made up of Thanks for 
my Cares, and "Teſtimonies of the great Satisfaction 
he felt at his Situation. The Squadron he was in 
had been put back upon our Coaſts by a Storm ſo vio- 
lent, that many Ships. baving loſt their Maſts, were 
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forced to return to the Port of Dunkirk to refit in order 
to proceed on their Voyage, He had taken Advan- 
tage of this Interval to make a Journey to Paris, and 


without ſtopping at the Count De 8 's alighted 
at Fincer's Houte, which he eafily found out by the 
Hints I had given him in my laſt Letter. 

This Recital made me yet only comprehend the 
Occaſion of his Journey; and his Joy informed me at 
moſt of the Renewal of his Hopes. But far from 
ſuffering my Curioſity to languiſh upon the Point that 
was capuble of enlivening it moſt, he continued to tell 
me, without giving me Time to interrupt him, that 
having heard of the Death of Fincer at his Door, he 
was advertiſed at the ſame Time of the Eſcape of Pa- 
trick, and of the Caution he was obliged to obſerve 
in Relation to Sarab, He had been moved at the 
Diſaſter of Fincer ; but it being ſuitable to what he 
looked upon as a Stroke too favourable for his Hopes 
to be too much afflicted at it, he had gathered from 
all occurring Circumſtances, that this Aceident had 
been no leſs a Deliverance to him from the ever formi- 
cable Competition of Patrick, than from all other Ob- 
fiacles that he apprehended from a furious Father. 
Then informing me, that my Silter being preſent with 
Sarah, he had managed a Converſation with her to con- 
cert Means for making his Viſit agreeable, and under 


the flattering Prepoſſeſſions in which Fixcer's Daughter 


yet was, he found little Difficulty in giving a Turn to 
his Compliment in a Manner proper to make her re- 


liſh it. He had found the Way of calming her Ima- 


2 upon the ſudden Retreat of Patrict; and 
ooking upon himſelf already as interefted in the 
good Order of a Houſe, of which he doubted no lon- 
ger but he ſhould ſoon ſee himſelf Mafler, he had 
gan to aſſume an Air of Authority, to which the 
Servants did not ſhew any Relucance. 
There was nothing in this Detail capable of aug- 
menting my Diſquiet ; and if I had not been ſenſib 
of ſome Shame in moulding together ſucceſſively ſo 


many oppoſite Deſires, I ſhould on the contrary have 
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wiſhed that theſe new Hopes of Tenermill ſhould meet 
with all the Succeſs that might have filled his Longing. 
I explained my Thoughts to him in theſe Terms, and 
not Judging my Preſence to be further very neceſſary 
to the Repoſe of Sarah, I excuſed myſelf from go- 
ing up to her Apartment. 
The Return of Patrick's Valet de Chambre was 
ſpeedy enough to ſave me from any Impatience with 
which I ſhould have waited for him. The Uncer- 
tainty of my Thoughts, that had made me turn my 
firſt Steps towards Fincer's Houſe, had diminiſhed 
ſomething from the natural Ardour which I always 
felt for the Intereſt of Patrick ; but now not finding 
again any Thing in my Heart ſo preſſing as this Care, 
I ran immediately to his Valet, as ſoon as I ſaw him 
at a Diſtance. It ſeemed to me to be a Matter of 
ſuch Importance to know what was become af Ma- 
demoiſelle De t, that aſking him no other Ac- 
count, I made him twice repeat what he had diſco- 
vered about that Article, He had been informed. at 
the Convent, that ſhe had gone from thence two 
Hours before, and that in taking Leave of the Supe- 
rior, ſhe had ſhewn ſuch Marks of Uneaſineſs and 
Precipitation, that had cauſed Aſtoniſhment through 
all the Family. She had not taken this Reſolution 
till after _— ſome Moments Converſation with 
the Man ſhe had employed, but they could not diſco- 
ver, whether it were from Grief or Joy ſhe had fo 
haſtily determined to be gone. 2 
I reſted on this ſingle Paint, which raiſed in me 
a Thouſand terrible Ideas, from a Foreſight of all the 
Conſequences that might be drawn frem it. Gone 
with ſo much Haſte, and ſo few Reflexions; and 
where could ſhe have gone to, if ſhe were not to 
Putrick, who without Doabt had diſcovered that ſhe. 
was yet at Paris, and had given her Aſſurances that ſhe 
ſhould find him again loving and faithful? What Ap- 
pearance was there, that in the Reſolution they were 
of going to Germany, they had deferred one Mo- 
ment to execute it aſter their Reconciliation ? I al- 
e ready 
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ready fancied them at a great Diſtance, and I regret- 


ted bitterly the Time I had loſt in my uſeleſs Conver- 
tor with Texermill. 
In the mean Time, pierced through and through 


with this Fear, I made Haſte to their Houſe to learn 


at leaſt the Circumſtances of their Departure. The 


Valet, to whom I hed imparted my Thoughts, and 


whom they had alarmed as much as me for his own 

Intereſt, anticipated tif my Diligence, and was at 
the Gate ready to receive me, with ſome Diſcoveries 
he had already drawn from another Servant. They 
were more unlucky than any Thing I had yet dread- 
ed; although they had not made that Impreſſion on 
him: Satizhed enough to find that his Maſter was not 
yet gone, and counting the reſt for nothing; he de- 
clared to me with a chearful Countenance, that far 


from being on the Road to Gern any, he was in the 


Midſt of the Delights of Paris; in one Word, that he 
was in Bed with Mademoiſelle De L „ and 
that having declared their Marriage, all the Houſe 
had prepared themſelves to celebrate it with Rejoy- 
cings at their Upriſing. : 

This News ſtruck me with ſuch an extraordinary 
Medley of Surprize and Grief, that not having, 
Power to open my Mouth, I continued for ſome Time 
leaning againſt the Gate, without being able to give 


an Account to myſelf of the divers Motions that di- 


ſturbed me. How } So near the unfortunate Sarah, 
and almot within Sight of the dead Carcaſs of 
Fincer, whom he had juſt robbed of Life, as much as 
if he had killed him with his own Hands? Ah! Why 
did not they go immediately to Germany ? Why did 
they not remove themſelves out of the Way of Wit- 
neſſes, whoſe Preſence ought to cover them with 


Confaſion, and overburthen them with Remorle ? 


Horrible Tranſport of an imprudent Paſſion, which 
ſhews neither Decency to the Living, nor Reſpect to 


the Dead ! It was inwardly that I abandoned myſelf 


to theſe Comp'aints ; for I was ſurrounded by many 
Servants, who ſeemed to wait my Orders, and before 
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whom my own Shame would rot ſuffer me to make a 
Noiſe with my Thoughts. It came into my Mind 
nevertheleſs to aſk them, if they had for any conſi- 
derable Time been abſent from their Maſter and Mi- 
ſireſs ? They anſwered, that they had only juſt come 
out of the Apartment, and that the Women of Ma- 
demoiſelle De L were yet there. I had 
then a Return of Hopes; I flattered myſel, that if I 
made Haſte to appear, I ſhould come ſoon enough to 
ſtop a raſh Couple, who might be yet only on the Edge 
of the Precipice. | 
The Valet de Chambre conſented to admit me 
without penetrating my Views. He went in firſt, and 
having told them that I was there, I heard my Bro- 
ther anſwer in an eaſy Tone, and without appear- 
ing to have weighed the Matter : Shew him in, with- 
out Doubt he ſhall be the firſt Witneſs of my Hap- 
pineſs. This Eafineſs perſuaded me fully, that I was 
not come too late. 'Fhe Door was opened to me; 
but with what Anguiſh did ] immediately find, thas 
I had flattered myſelf with falſe Hopes? I ſaw the 
two Lovers peaceably lying in a very indifferent Bed, 
that they had ordered to be prepared for them in 
Haſte, The Vexation I as yet continued under at this 
Scene could not make me be filent on the Glare that 
ſeemed to ſurround them in their Situation. It would 
tittle become me to attempt a Deſcription of this Na- 
ture; bat I never ſaw a more perfect Image of Joy 
and Happineſs. - | 

Nevertheleſs, what might have given me SatisfaQi- 
on in other Circumſtances, helped only to redouble 
the ſorrowſul Thoughts with which 1 was now pier- 
ced, I approached the Seat of their Pleaſures, 
and giving Attention to the toying of Patrick, 
who was willing to perſuade himſelf, that I was 
come to wiſh him Joy on the Succeſs of his Defires, 
and who thanked me for it wich Aﬀ-Qation, I obliged 
him to change his Tone and Lasguage, by addrcfling 
him in a Ditcourſe more ſerious than his. I leave it 
to Heaven, ſaid I, to judge af the Innocence of your 
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Conduct, and at a Time when my Reproaches would 
be as unprofitable as my Counſels, I will ot fatigue 
you by a Moral, which is no longer ſeaſonable ; but 
what Time and what Place have you choſen to aban- 
don yourſelves to Pleaſures? Ah! Why are you not 


in the remoteſt Part of Germany, added ] giving 


greater Force to my Voice and Looks, why have 
you not made Choice of another Place than this to in- 


ſult an unfortunate Woman, whoſe Deſpair you know, 


and the Memory of Fizcer, whoſe Funeral they are 
this Moment preparing? You know not how to diſ- 
guiſe it, that the Death of the Father is your handy 
Work ; and in the Condition you have left the for- 
rowful Daughter, do you imagine ſhe can be long 
in following you? Go, be gone, what Pretence re- 
mains for you to be in a Place, that you have filled 
with Horror? Since the Evil is at the full, added I, 
ſhedding a Torrent of Tears, which ſuch a grievous 
Idea drew from me, we ſhall one Day conſider, if 
your new Engagements can be reduced to the Rules 
of Religion and Honour? But go, and do not draw 
upon you the Vergeance of Heaven, and of Men, 
bY all thoſe Evils that your Preſence may yet cauſe 

ere. | 

This Menace was a Sort of Prediction. Patrick 

aſed at it a little, and I was myſelf far from fore- 
Leing that it would be verified by Events, which would 
follow it ſo cloſe on the Heels. But appearing. never- 
theleſs ſtrack at the-Death of Fincer, and the freſh 
Troubles of Sarah, the Image of which I had laid 


in ſuch lively Colours before his Eyes, he demanded 


of me an Explanation of an Accident, of which he 


was ignorant, I informed him of all the Circum- 


ſtances of it. He agreed that Decency ſhould have 


made him chuſe another Time to give himſelf up to 


Joys, and having proteſted, that ke had but Jit- 
tle Thoughts of ſatisfying his Paſſion, only by ſeal- 
ing it ina Manner irrevocable, he ſeemed diſpoſed to 
leave the Bed off hand, to deliberate with me upon 
every Thing he had juſt heard. Mademoiſelle De 
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L , in whom my Words had cauſed ſome 
Conſternation, preſſed him not to looſe a Moment. 
I went into the Anti-chamber to give them Liberty 
to put on their Cloaths. They had no Occaſion, 
ſaid they, but for an Inſtant, Nevertheleſs they had 
ſcarce Joſt Sight of me, when falling back into all 
their Weakneſſes, they ſeemed to forget that I was 
waiting for them. I had Patience to attend for above 
an Hour. At length lamenting for them their Infatua- 
tion, and for myſelf an Exceſs of Complaiſance, which 
made me loſe "Time neceſſary for other Cares, I called 
for a Pen, which I made Uſe of to explain my laſt 
Thoughts. After I had . reproached them with the 
Hurry of an imprudent Paſſion, which gave me Room 
to expect nothing more confiderate, or more mode- 
rate for the Time to come, I repeated the Advice I 
had given them at coming out of their Chamber, and 
upon the Whole, recommended to them to oppoſe the 
Intention of their Servants, who thought of celebra- 
ting their Joy, by noiſy and glaring Mirth. Remove 
yourſelves, ſaid I, for your own proper Safety, which is 
not ſo exempt from Danger at Paris as you would re- 
preſent to yourſelves ; — if in the Tranſports you are 
in, there remains in you any Sentiments of Huma- 
nity, remove yourſelves out of Compaſſion for Sarah, 
who cannot learn what paſſes ſo near her, without a 
mortal Augmentation of her Grief. And who knows, 
added I, of what Love may make her capable, when 
fre has nothing left but Deſpair to conſule ? I prayed 
them to leave me the Names of the Places where I 
might addreſs my Letters- to them, and making an 
Effort to awaken in their Favour ſome Sentiments of 
my former Affection, I promiſed them to employ all 
my Cares to confirm their Union, for as long Time 
at leaſt as they ſhould not oblige me by other 
Wanderings to abandon them to Geir own Tmpru- 
dence. | N : 
I did not go out of their Houſe without adverti- 
ng their Servants, that they could do nothing more 
agreeable to their Maſter, nor more contrary to his. 
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Intentions, than by publiſhing his Marriage, and their 
Joy. The Valet de Chambre coming to receive my 
Orders, I renewed to him my Deſires, that he would 
inform me of the Reſolutions of my Brother, and 
fol ow him with his ordinar{ Affection. Without Doubt 
the Reaſon may be expected why I had not informed 
Patrick of the King's declared Intentions of taking 
Care of his Fortune; but if it be conſidered what 
Difference I put between the Intereſt of his Salvation, 
and that of his Eſtabliſhment, no Body can then be 
ſurprized, that in the Eagerneſs I had to ſee the Dit- 
ficulties of his Marriage finiſhed, I had ſacrificed all 
the Ideas of Grandeur and Opulence to the urgent 
Neceſſity of his Departure. I ſaw no other than this 
Way to cure Sarah of her unfortunate Remains of 
Hope, which had eternally nouriſhed her Obſtinacy ; 
and my Thought always being, that without her 
Conſent we had nothing honeſt or lawful to pretend 
to, either for the Solidity of Patrick's Marriage, or 
for the Succeſs of Tenermill, I had nothing elſe in my 
Thoughts but what might ſpeedily conduct us to one 
or the other End. 

The next Moment gave me new Subjects to confirm 
me in this Way of Reaſoning, when being returned 
to Fincer's, his Servants put into my Hands ſome Let- 
ters that had been ſent to him by the Poſt. I opened 
them in Concert with Tenermill. One was from Dil. 
nick, who upon the Complaints Fincer had made him 
of our Family, was determined to make a Journey 
to France, to ſupport there the Intereſts of his. He 
had writ from 22 on his coming out of the Veſ- * 
ſel that had brought him; and intending to ride 
Poſt after a few Hours Reſt, he might arrive at 
Paris almoſt as ſoon as his Letter. What unforeſcen 
Alarms for me, who knew the boiling Temper of 
Dilnick? He had made no Scruple. of turning his 
Sword againſt Patrick upon an Occaſion, wheyein the 
Delicacy of his Honour had been much leſs wound- 
ed ; and' what Curb would be capable of IG 
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him, when he had the Death of Fincer, and the Ho- 
nour of Sarah to revenge? 

As nevertheleſs I had no Hopes, that a Motive of 
this Nature could make any Impreſſion on Patrick 
from a Principle of Fear, I did not think at all of im- 
proving it; and the only Reſolution I formed upon 
the reading of this Letter was, to return immediately 
to him, and preſs him by the ſame Reaſons I had done 
before, not to put off his Departure to the next Day. 
But this fatal Day was marked out as a Trial of all 
my Virtues. ' Upon leaving Tenermill after a ſhort 
Converſation, I met Dilnick at the Gate, who was 
enquiring for Fincer's Houſe. He knew me too ea- 
fily ro think he could be miſtaken in it; and his Pre- 
poſſeſſions not hindering him from judging that I might 
have ſided with his Niece againſt the Injuſtices of my 
Brother, he ſhewed little Surprize at ſeeing me come 
out from her with an Air of Freedom, which did 
not ſuppoſe either Quarrel or Anger. | 

Having embraced me nevertheleſs, the Warmth of 
his Reſentment did not permit him to delay longer his 
Complaints, and his Expreſſions too plainly proclaim- 
ed with what Diſpoſitions he had left Ireland; Pa- 
trick was a Man without Honour and without Truth, 
into whom he was reſolved in Spite of him to inſpire _ 
other Maxims, and I might declare to him beforehand, 
that he ſhould find in the Houſe of Fincer other De- 
fenders than Women and old Men. This was threat- 
ning us openly with all the Violences I dreaded. 
But what had I not to fear from his Fury, as ſoon as 
he ſhould be informed of the bloody Adventure of 
Sarah, and the tragical Death of her Father ? By 
what Charm could 1 hope to ſoften this ſavage Heart, 
and what Art had I not Occaſion of ta enter into the 
E xplanation of a thouſand Things that were impoſſible 
for me to- juſtify? Nevertheleſs, it was not at all to 
the Story of a Servant, that I ought to turn him over, 
and I ought yet leſs to ſuffer him to go into the A- 

rtment of his Niece, without having prepared her 

y ſome cautious Managements, which were more 
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neceſſary for her than ever. This was a Situation full 
of grievous Difficulties, and from whence I 1 
_— that no human Aſſiſtance could bring me hap- 
ily out. 

1 4 took him — by the Hand, and began 
to move him by my Careſſes; and while I was con- 
ducting him to a remote Cloſet without having the 
5 Power to anſwer yet a ſingle Word to his Menaces, 
. I addreſſed to Heaven from the Bottom of my Heart 
F an ardent Prayer, to obtain from thence thoſe Suc- 
| cours, which I did not expect from my Eloquence or 
1 Underftanding. In fine, being more at a Loſs, when 
'F I was at the Point of opening my Mouth, I did not 
ll | think of humbling myſelf too much, by caſting my- 
17 ſelf at his Feet to conjure him to make himſelf Ma- 
|| ſter of his firſt Motions at every Part of the Diſcourſe 
7 I ſhould pray him to hear. ; 

It is eaſy to imagine, that it was neither from the 
Death of Fincer, nor the Wound of Sarah, nor even 
from 2 Confeſſion of the new 3 e of ee 
that I began this moving Apology, My Integrity 
obliged 2 not to ya, is Uo leaſt — the 
Truth; but it was lawful for me to rank Events in 
ſuch an Order as to make them a under the moſt 
mild and favourable Colours. confeſling to him 
the avowed Infidelity of Patrick, I from thence ba- 
ſtened to the Deſires and Intentions of T enermill. In- 
ſtead of a Brother weak and inconſtant, whoſe. Ca- 
prices I did not ſeek to excuſe, I offered him one of a 
Character more ſettled and ſteady, who burned with 
Impatience to make a Reparation for the Injury: the 
other had done to Sarah. I traced back all the Steps 
that Tenermill had taken to infinuate himſelf into the 
Eſteem of Fincer and his Daughter. It was ſhe her- 
ſelf that put a perpetual Obſtacle in the Way of her 
own Happineſs, and Fincer had ſo fully done us this 
Jy, that he made his Reſentment fall only on her. 
'n enermill, me, even Patrick, did any Thing ever eſcape 
1 us that was capable of injuring him, and knowing that 
1 the Evil always proceeded from that Source, have we 

N not 
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not always laboured to repair it by our Submiſſions and 
Tenders? Moreover our Family was beginning to be 
eſtabliſhed in France in a Manser ien id enough to 
make the eldeſt of it conſidered in a diſtinguiſned 
Light; and though it were true, that the Diſguſt of 
Patrick was an Outrage on Sarah, the Satis faction ſhe 
might receive in Tenermill was effectually capable of 
repairing it with great Advantage, In fine, forgetting 
nothing that might at leaſt pat the Sincerity of our In- 
tentions in a fair Light, I thought to have led Dilvicł 
to the Point of being convinced, that the Misfortunes I 
had yet to relate to him ought to be imputed to no- 
thing but Fortune. | 
He appeared indeed to liſten to me with more 
Tranquility than I expected from him, and the Pro- 
poſal of Jenermill's Marriage had. made on him fo ſen- 
ſible an Impreſſion, that his Looks began to ſoften 
and grow mild ; it was this Hope alſo that made me 
heighten and ſet off the Advantages of it with ſo much 
Care. But it was neceſſary for me to paſs to Events 
leſs favoũrable, and my Embarraſſment redoubled at 
every Word. I found my Face all over in a Sweat 
from my Efforts to diſpole my Ideas and Expreſſions 
in proper Order. I began nevertheleſs this terrible 
Relation without any other Precautions than by re- 
„ reſolutely the Innocence of his Heart in 
Contradi A fr Yo dence and 1 and 
to improve the Gri Repentance of a too guilt 
Brother, in Luger as I made a Confeſſion of his | 
Exceſſes. Thus the Marriage of Patrick, the Wound 
of Sarah, and the Death of Fincer found room ſucceſ- 
lively in my Recital. I ſaw more than once the 
Front of Dilzick covered with Gloomineſs, and his 
Eyes inflamed by the Motions which without doubt 
were raiſed in his Heart. But it was then I redoubled - 
the Marks-of my own Grief, and laboured to make - 
my Diſcourſe more moving by new Humiliations. 
In fine, for the laſt Impreſſion on the Heart of the 
formidable Dilnick, I alledged the Cares and eager 
Attendances of all my Family ſince the Misfortune of 
Vor. II. e Sarah, 
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Sarah, thoſe of Patrick himſelf, who had for three 
Pays even forgot his new Spouſe, and loſt all reliſh 
for Sleep and Nouriſhment. You go to ſee my 
Lord Tenermill, ſaid I, fixed to the Bed of your Niece 
with all the Ardours of Reſpe& and Love. You will 
there ſee my Siſter, who does not leave her one Mo- 
- ment ; your Tenderneſs can add nothing to all the 
Cares they have for her Health and Repoſe: And as 
to me, added I, who may without fear call up to your 
Mind a thouſand Proofs of my Sincerity and Honour, 
which you cannot have forgotten, I call Heaven to 
witneſs, that your Family has notamong them a Friend 
more zealous and tender than mine. 

It was time for me to ſtop. Though I had ſome- 
thing to add to the Reaſons I laboured to join toge- 
ther in my Diſcourſe, the Efforts it coſt me ſo ex- 
hauſled my Strength, that I could not continue it. 
I waited trembling to ſee on what Point the firſt 
Motions of Dilzick would bear; and if I laboured 
tarther to bend him, it was by the Conſternation of 
my Countenance and Silence. He was not in haſte 
to aoſwer me. Without looking on him I could dif 
cover from his Agitations what furious Combats paſſed 
in his Heart. He ſeem'd to reflect on every thing he 
had juſt heard and inquired. after; and, notwithſtand- 
ing his Tranſports appeared to regulate the Tone of 
his Voice he was going to f. to me in, ſo much 
Slowneſs in a Man ſo rough to raiſe in me ſome 
Amazement. He at length took up the Diſcourſe, 
but in a Voice more moderate than I durſt have hoped 
tor. | 

Thus, ſaid he, the Father, the Daughter, the For- 
tune, and perhaps the Honour of my Family, all ap- 
pear an ealy Sacrifice to your Brother, to gratify the 
E of his Paſſions, Hear me, ſaid he; I 
charge no Body with Accidents of Chance, and I can 
well diſtinguiſh between things that ought to be 
aſcribed only to our Misfortune, and choſe that deſerve 
the Name of Inſult and Outrage. I even make a juſt 
Diſtinction between the Conduct of Parrick, and _ 
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of the reſt of your Family. But pothing ſhall ſtop 
my Reſentment againſt a baſe perfidious Wretch, who 
has raiſed to us ſo many Evils, If my Lord Tener- 
mill maintains any Pretenſions to my Niece, and you 
any. Deſign on my Friendſhip, it is by abandoning 
Patrick to my Revenge that you can both of you give 
me Proofs of the Sincerity of your Intentions. ; 
Upon finiſhing this terrible Diſcourſe he aroſe with 
a furious Air. 1 hould have thought him ready to 
go in queſt of Parrick to decide the Quarrel on the 
Spot, if I could have imagined he knew where he 
lived, But the Certainty Thad, that he was but juſt come 
to Paris, relieved me from that Fear, and the Day be- 
ginning to approach towards an End, I flattered my 
ic|f that before Morning I ſhould find means of haſten- 
ing the Departure of Patrick. This Reflection was 
{v much the more comfortable, as it made me look 
on it as an extreme Happineſs to ſee him turn all his 
Fury on the ſole Object, which I hoped immediately 
to put under Shelter from him, at leaſt by removing 
it out of the way. I ſaw nothing to fear about my- 
ſelf, ſince he had excepted Tenermiil from his Ha- 
tred, and had in a manner approved the Inclination 
he ſuppoſed in him for his Niece. Whatever Projects 
of Revenge he might meditate againſt Patrick, I had 
room to hope, that during our continual Commerce 
with him, by applying all our Study to appeaſe and 
pleaſe him, we ſhould ſooner or later ſucceed in 
making him aſſume other Sentiments. I found my- 
{elf fo fortified by this way of reaſoning, that avoid- 
ing every thing that might indulge him in his preſent | 
Notions, I propoſed to him to go up to his Niece's 
Chamber, and to afford her by his gers a Con- 
ſolation ſhe ſtood in need of. But notwithſtanding 
the Air of Tenderneſs L affected in giving him this 
Invitation, not being able to diſpenſe with my elf, 
from prepoſſeſſing him with the neceſſity of conceal- 
jag from Sarah the Death of her Father as long as 
her Health required ys this Advice made 
42 me 
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me flill endure ſome furious Strokes of Reſentmen 
againſt Patrick. 
My Lord Tenermill and the Counteſs of S——, 


- 


who were already informed of his Arrival. and who 


had not doubted with what View I was retired afide 
with him, eafily judged in ſeeing us appear together, 
that I had diſpoſed him to receive their Compli- 
ments civilly. They ſaluted him with Marks of Sa- 
tisfaction and Friendſhip, Which confirmed what I had 
told him of their Sentiments. Sarah was charmed to 


| lee him. She knew her Father had perſuaded her 


to meet him at Paris, and his Diligence did not ſeem 
to give her any Surprize. But the Joy ſhe felt pro- 
ceeded from a Cauſe I did not at firſt perceive. In 
the ſweet Error ſhe yet was under of flattering her- 
ſelf with Hopes of Patrict's Return, ſhe thought ob- 
ligingly that D//nich, to whom her Father given 


no other Reaſon for inviting him out of Heland, than 


agrecably deceived to ſee us united together about her; 
and giving herſelf up to a Thought ſo pleaſing and ſa- 
ti-factory, ſhe lamented that Patrick, whoſe Abſence 
they had hitherto Iuckily enough coloured over, was 
not with her. Alas! where is he? faid ſhe to me in 
a languiſhing Voice. Dilnick fretted to ſee her in 


this Error; and I perceived, that if he conſtrained . 
himſelf to keep filence, it was only out of fear, of in- 
juring the Recovery of a Niece ſo dear. I anſwered 


in haſte, that the three Nights he had paſſed in watch- 


ing with her, had made my Brother ſtand in need of 


rcceſiary Refl ; and then repenting myſelf for having 
ſaid what might be looked upon as a Falſhood, ſince it 


only ſerved to confirm her in her Prepoſſeſſions with- 
out Foundation, I changed what 1 had faid with leſs | 


Violence to my Sincerity,. by ſpeaking of a Journey 


I had made to Ss. Germain, and of the Intentions the 


King had ſhewed of advancing Patrick's Fortune. 
What I added of the haſte that Prince was in to. ſee 


him, and even of the Orders he had given me to 


adver- 


the Deſire of b himſelf on our Family, was 


+- 
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advertiſe him-of it, was a u of which the 
Effect was very uſeful to us. It not only caſt new 
Seeds of Hopes, and conſequently of Conſolation, into 
the Heart of Sarah, but in making her think, that he 
was obliged to go to Sf. Germain, in Obedience to the 
King's Orders, it prevented the renewal of Sorrow 
and Trouble, which ſhe would ſpeedily have felt for 
the Continuance of his Abſence. 

The Moderation of D#/nic# appeared to me to be 
ſo good an Omen, that going into another, Apartment 
with him and Tenermil/, I heaped on him my Com- 
pliments and Careſſes. He had the Reſolution to let 
nothing eſcape him that might awaken my Fears on 
Patrick's Score, and on the contrary the Thoughts of 
Tenermill's Marriage poſſeſſing him intirely, he was 


the firſt to aſk, whether it were a Reſolution ſeriouſly 


formed? His Tranquillity appeared to increaſe yet 
more by the Ardour he faw in Tenermill. to give him 
an Anſwer, An Alliance fo ſincerely .coveted by 
Perſons on ' whom it might depend, appeared to me 
ſo certain, as to have it concluded on the Spot, if 
Circumſtances had permitted; for Neceſſity had be- 
come a La ſo indiſpenſible for Sarah, that it wa; no 
longer from her I expected any Obſtacles, What 
other Reſource could ſhe have, when ſhe heard the 
Confirmation of Patrick's Marriage, and could ihe 
fail of ſacrificing all her Repugnances to her Honour ? 
From the Satisfaction this Thought gave me, I 
changed my Deſign of preſſing Patrick by Letter to 
be gone, into that of ſeeing him myſelf, It appeared 
to me a Matter of Importance, that he ſhould” carry 
with him ſome Certainty of the Marriage of bis Bro- 
ther, and be diſpoſed by my Exhortations Tpeedily / to 
repair the Ir arlly of his own. * I was willing to 
draw ſuch à Promiſe from him, that I might Au 


nothing to reproach myſelf with from a Conſent that 


I gave to his Departure, and which ſeemed to com- 

prehend in it an open Approbation of his Conduct. 

This was the frſt Subject I accoſted him upon; I did 

not ſpeak a Word to him of Dilzick, and when I 
a -: "WY thought 
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thought myſelf aſcertained by his Anſwer that he was 
not eſtranged from my Propoſal, I thought of nothing 
but retiring, to leave him at liberty ta be gone. 
He ſeemed to be taken up with nothing but his 
Journey; and I could never imagine, how he came to 
change his Mind all at once in ſo ſhort a Space. I 
had not got down to the Foot of the Stairs, efore he 
ſent one of his Servants to call me back; and meet- 
ing me; I know not, ſaid he, what, it is obliges me 
to leave France, when you give me ſuch formal Aſ- 
ſarances of my Brother's Marriage. Even ſuppoſing 
my Preſence ſhould be an Obſtacle to it, what hin- 
ders me from retiring a few Weeks to the Country, 
and to ſpread abroad the Report of my Departure? 
You have not imparted to me, faid he, the Succeſs of 
your Journey to Sr. Germain, and the King's Good- 
neſs to you. I have learned it all from my Valet de 
Chambre, and ſhould not ſeruple to ſacrifice the 9 
that Prince has given you ſor me, if ſuch a Sacrifice 
were neceſſary for our common Tranquillity. But 
one Moment's Reflection has made me believe, that 
al our Intereſts may be eaſily reconciled. Tenermi/l 
nal! become the Huſband of Sarah ; I ſhall appear 
again after his Marriage, and draw all the Advantages 
I can hope from the King's Favour. A Propoſal fo 
little expected ſurprized me enough to make me 
conſider a long Time upon my Anſwer. He took 
me by the Hand; come with me, ſaid he, and tell 
me what paſſed between the King and. you more faith- 
tully than I could hear it from my Valet. I followed 
bim without lofing fight of the firſt Impreſſion made 
on me by what he ſaid, and which I had conſidered 
with all the Attention I was capable. I found that in 
reality the Offer he made of retiring to the Country 
being an Anſwer beforehand to my Fears, he 
had but few Hazards to run by delaying his De- 
parture. The Country-Houſe of the Count De S— 
was a Retreat, in which I was ſure the Secret would 
be kept: And when he could be in Security from 
the Menaces of Di/zuich, what Reaſon had 25 the 
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Bottom to wiſh for his Removal farther off? Even as 
to the main Deſign I had in View of amending the 
Form of his Marriage, had I not a more ſure Pro- 
ſpect of making him reliſh my Advice when he was 
within a few Leagues of Paris, than at the Diſtance 
he was going to be from us in ſome Town of Ger- 
many ? And on the other Hand, of what Impartance 
was it to Sarah, whether he were near or at a Di- 
ſtance from her, when his Preſence or Abſence could 
make no further Alteration in her Hopes ? Theſe 
Reflexions, receiving Strength perhaps from too world- 
iy a Deſire of not loſing the Opportunity of the 
King's Favour for the Advancement of my Family, 
made a Revolution in my Sentiments almoſt as quiek 
as what had juſt happened in thoſe of Patrick. I fat 
down near him with a Tranquillity proceeding from: 
my joy, and having related to him, as he requeſted, 
all the Circumſtances of my Journey to St. Germain, 
J confeſſed to him, upon winding up my Story, that 
I _ few Objections to make againſt what he pro- 

ed. | 
Ne for ever alarmed with the Menaces of 
Dilxici, J added divers Reaſons, which according to 
his own Scheme of retiring privately to the Country, 
ought to make him haſten his Departure, as much as 
if he was to go to Germany. I was happy enough to 
make him reliſh theſe Reaſons ; and the Satisfaction he 
ſhewed in his Turn for my Facility in approving his 
Deſires, made him uſe all the Diligence I could ex- 
pet for his entering into my Views. Orders were 
given upon the Spot for the return of his Goods, 
which had already left Paris, and the other Altera- 
tions were ſo eaſy, that they were made during the 
Na with as much Diligence as Secreſy. 

n the Reflexions I continued to make upon this 
Change, I found new Reaſons for approving it ; bat 
{till not ſorgetting the Deſire the King ſhewed to lee 
Patrick on the Morrow, I was reſolved to go my- 
ſelf to his Levee, to make our Excuſes acceptable. 
Arriving at St, Germain before the King was up, I 
B 4 found 
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found many Perſons of Rank in the Anti. chamber, 
among whom I ſaw Angleſey; who came up to me 
as ſoon as he obſerved me. My perpetual Troubles 
had given me few Opportunities of viſiting him fince 
he came to Paris, and the ſtrict Friendſhip he had 
maintained with Mademoiſelle De L and 
Patrick was the ſole Reaſon that made me a little 
| ſtrange to him. Nevertheleſs, not being able to re- 
fuſe him theſe Compliments,- which the Cuſtom of the 
World has made a Duty, he gave me the Opportuni- 
ty of ſeeing him ſometimes at Saiſont, and I never 
had given him room to think that I found his Viſits 
troubleſome; I know not whether it were upon this 
Foundation only that he thought himſelf authorized 
to make me a Confident of his Deſigns, or whether 
he hoped to draw any Advantage from my Anſwers 
to give them Succeſs : But after the firſt ws 1998 7 
he took me aſide to entertain me with the following 
Diſcourſe. — 5 
You know, ſaid he, the Friendſhip I have ſworn 
to your Brother, and that which he hath honoured 
me with. Yeſterday, when he was preparing to be 
one the Night following to Germany, he thought 
Fimfelf obliged by our ſtrièt Union to give me Notice 
of his Departure, and the haſte I made in going to 
his Houſe might demonſtrate to him how ſenſible I 
was of this tender Mark of his Attention for me. He 
gave heaped meaſure to his Favours by diſcovering to 
me his Situation, He informed me of the Concluſion 
of his Marriage with Mademoiſelle De L——, and 
his Reſolution of retiring with her into Germany, to 
ſhelter himſelf from the Reſentment of Sarah Fincer, 
the Place of. his Retreat,. in fine, all the Views he had 
formed for. his new Eſtabliſhment. But what I re- 
garded as the moſt generous Teſtimony of the Good- 
neſs of his Heart, among the Reaſons that obliged 
him to quit Fance, to ſeparate himſelf from Sarah, 
he gave me to underſtand, that he took ſo much In- 
tereſt in her Happineſs as to employ himſelf till about 
it. He made me an Encomium on all the Perfee- 
| (1003. 
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tions he knew in her Character, ſince the Time he 
had bore the Name of her Huſband ; and ſeeing her 
worthy of a Thouſand Paſſions, which he could not 
feel for her, he laboured to inſpire me with them; 
as to the Objection I drew from the Coneurrence of 
my Lord. Tenermil/, whoſe Views and Attempts he 
had informed me of a long time before; he anſwer- 
ed, that unhappily for his Brother, Sarab had ſhewn 
little Taſte for his Perſon, and few Compliances to his 
Diligence and Cares-; that Tenermill was fo well con- 
vinced of this himſelf, that he had in a manner re- 
nounced all Hopes; that he had gone away ſuddenly 
to free himſelf from an unſucceſsful Paſſion, and that 
being embarked with his Regiment for Ireland, there 
was great Appearance, that his military Occupations - 
and Abſence would finiſh the healing of his Heart, 
which was formed for Ambition much more than- 
for Love. In fine, opening to me a Courſe, that he. 
warranted to be free, he prefſed me to enter courage- 
ouſly into it, and to truſt the Succeſs of my Boldneſs 
to my good Fortune. 7 

I cannot diſavow, continued Angleſey, that inde- 
pendent of the Charms of Sarah, which would be: 
ſufficient to make me aſpire to the Happineſs of plea- 
ling her, I look on her Riches and Birth, as two 
Motives capable of animating me. I have but little 
Eſtate, why then ſhould I negle& the Opportunity of 
making myſelf happy by Fortune and Love? In 
leaving your Brother, I received from him, as his 
laſt Favour, an Advice, which I am going to exe- 
cute. He has given me to underſtand; that in the 
Trouble and Weakneſs he had left Sarah, I had but: 
one way to obtain Acceſs to her, and that was to ſup- 
port myſelf by the Countenance of the King's Recom- 
mendation. A Stranger, and without Alliances at Pa- 
ris, the Embarraſſment in which ſhe continues ſince the 
Death of her Father, would make her look upon the 
King's Protection as a Favour from Heaven; and F 
have no doubt but that what I ſnhall begin under fuch- _ 
powerful Auſpices, I ſhall be able to bring to a happy 

5 be . 5 B 5 | | Con- 
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Concluſion, by my Addreſs and Pains. I only wait 
for the Hour of the King's Levee to make a Trial of 
my Credit, Having got a Sight of you, added he, 
I flatter myſelf, that you will not only receive in good 
part this Overture, but that ſeconding the Intentions 
of your Brother, you will employ for me all the 
weight that your Merit has given you at Court. 
Whatever Aſtoniſhment and Vexation ſuch ſtrange 
Propoſals might give me, they were accompanied with 
ſo much Reſpect, and ſo many polite Compliments, that 
J could not aſſume a Voice leſs civil to anſwer them. 
But I had taken my Reſolution from the firſt Word, 
which had given me a Foreſight of their Drift, It 
might have been eaſy for me to comprehend, that 
Patrick had given him Notice to come to him in the 
Interval of the two V ifits I had paid him, and that not 
being then informed either of the Arrival of my 
Lord Tenermill, or the Renewal of his Love, he might 
have fancied that the Project he had formed in favour 
of his Friend, _ be of ſome Advantage to Sarah. 
This Reflexion aſſured me alſo, that Angigſey was ig- 
norant of the Changes that had been brought about 
{ince, and to be able to reaſon upon theſe two Foun- 
dations would at leaſt make him depart from his fix- 
ed Point. I did not look farther for the Means of 
delivering myſelf from ſuch an unſeaſonable and un- 
lucky Accident, Having commended Patrick for 
his Sentiments, which made him think of the Happi- 
neſs of Sarah, I laid before Angleſey all the Reaſons” 
ſhe herſelf had, not to be ſenſible of over much Gra- 
titude for a Service of this Nature; and confeſſing 
to him without going about the Buſh, that he might 
indeed have choſen a Confident more diſpoſed than 
was to ſerve him, I informed him, that both he and 
Patrick were under an Error, that might be eaſily ſet 
right, if they thought that Tenermill was diſcouraged 
by ſome Obſtacles; which no longer ſubſiſted. He is 
at Paris, ſaid I, it is the force of his Paſſion has 
brought him back to it; and to conceal nothing from 
you, he is with Sab, who receives his Aſſiduities, 


and 
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and in all Appearance finds an Inclination to reward 
them. Spare yourſelf, added I, a Step, of the Un- 
profitableneſs of which I give you Notice, and do 
not build upon Hopes, which will be immediately de- 

ſtroyed by the Recital I come now myſelf to make the 


King. | 
This then was indeed enough to baniſh all Hopes 
from a Man leſs animated than he by a double 
Motive, of which he had made me the Confeſſion. 
But not being able ſo eaſily: to conſent to the Loſs of 
two Advantages, which had all Night flattered his 
Imagination, he ſeemed leſs afflicted at my Refufal to 
ſerve him, than at his own Imprudence in openin; 
himſelf to me ſo unwarily. He looked upon me with. 
an irreſolute Eye, and recovering himſelf after ſome 
Moments Silence: It is of no Importance, ſaid he, with 
a peremptory Air, I know no Obſtacle that can be 
capable of cooling me; and if you will give me leave 
to ſpeak freely, added he, I have more Reliance up- 
on the Notions of Patrick than upon yours. I was 
going to reply, and let him know, that what he call - 
ed the Notions of Patrick ſuppoſed the Abſence and 
deſiſting of Tenermill '; but obſerving that the King's 
Chamber was opened, he left me, and advanced nim- 
bly towards the Door. One Word in the Uſher's Ear 
obtained him the Liberty of a private Audience. I 
perceived all at once what Advantage he was going to 
have by anticipating me. and I was vexed not to have 
made this Reflexion earlier. 
In reality he was ſenſible enough, that not finding 
me diſpoſed to ſecond him, he could be not too ſpeedy. 
in bringing the King into his Intereſt, and to aſſure 
himſelf of his Protection by ſome formal Promiſes, ' 
which would become a ſacred Engagement to this 
Prince. I further obſerved how —— I was in 


w WH 


the Cuſtoms of the World upon this Occaſion. If i 
had known how to have profited by my Prerogatives, | 
my Character, and the Quality of Almoner to his 
Majeſty, had opened me an Entrance into his Cham- 
ber before him, who prevailed over me by his Dili- 
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yum: A falſe Modeſty ſtayed me, or, if I may con- 
eſs it without Shame, a Motive yet more ridiculoue, 
which was only a Fear of injuring the Gravity of my 
Profeſſion, by advancing as nimbly as Angleſey to- 
wards the Door. . 
Whilſt I was reproaching myſelf with this Weak-- 
nefs, lie took Advantage of the Honour he had of 
addreſſing himſelf to the Kin by opening his De-- 
ſigns, and intereſting the-Goodneſs of that Prince to 
favour them to his Power: The Promiſe of attaching. 
himſelf to the Court was a Motive ſo powerful, that 
it obtained him much more than he durſt have hoped 
for. They looked at the Court of St. Germain on 
theſe ſort of Conqueſts as ſo many Advantages over 
the Uſurper. The King immediately ordered one of 
his principal Gentlemen tobe called, and charging him 
with his Flcaſure-in Terms moſt flattering ſor Angle/ry» 
and Sarah Fincer, he let him know, the Succeſs of 
his Commiſſion ſhould. be a Merit for him that ſhould 
not remain unrewarded. Angleſey went out with this 
lucky Fruit of his haſte, and being much above fear- 
ing my Efforts, affected to paſs near me with an 
haughty Air, without 1 e to me what he tri- 
umphed in having obtaine | 
Nevertheleſs, as I had acquired a little more Bold- 
neſs by my Reflections, I took Advantage from his» 


Example te demand a private Audience after him. - 
The Facility they ſhewed in granting it, encreaſed the 


Vexaticn I felt for not having been earlier preſented. - 
The King did not give me Time to declare what 

brought me back ſo ſoon to his Court. If you had 
come one Inſtant ſooner, ſaid he off hand, you would 
have been a Witneſs of the Intereſt I take in all that 
belongs to you; for the Daughter of Fixcer ought 
yet to concern you: And giving himſelf the Trouble 


to relate what he had done in my Favour for the 


Happineſs of Angleſey, I wiſh, added he, that ſhe may 
take a g eater Reliſh for him, than one of your Bro- 
ther's has had for her, or than ſhe herſelf has ſhew-- 
cd for the other. I anſwered, that if I did not ap- 
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prehend a Failure in Duty by my Complaints, I would 
give a quite different Name to what I's Majeſty will- 
ed me to look upon as a Favour. My Brother, add- 
ed I, had Hopes, which your Majeſty has juſt now 
ruined, by giving Succeſs to thoſe of another. If the 
Favour may contribute to the Happineſs of any one, 
it is not to that of my Family, and the Benefit is 
only for Angleſey, who muſt gather the Fruit of it. 
This Diſcourſe, and the Air of Grief with which I 
accompanied it, gave the King ſo much Surprize, that 
riſing half up, he preſſed me, continuing fitting on 
his Bed, to explain to him a Myſtery, of which he 
aſſured me he did not comprehend one Word. Is it 
not true, continued he, that my Lord Tenermill has 
broke with Fincer's Daughter, and is he not gone to 
command his Regiment? I then begged Permiſſion to 
enter into a Detail of our domeſtic Aﬀairs, and tak- 
ing up every Thing that had happened fince the Ar- 
rival of Fincer, I prayed his Majeſty to' judge him- 
ſelf of the Situation and Hopes of Tenermill. Angle- 
fey, added I, was not ignorant of his Return; he 
knew it from myſelf a Moment ago ; and our Mis-' 
fortune is, that with more Addreſs than I had, he 
found Means of being preſented to your Majeſty be- 
fore me, My Sincerity appeared even in the Tone 
that Grief made me uſe. The King was ſo moved 
at it, that having ordered Argliſey to be recalled, he 
ſnewed himſelf much irritated againſt him, when be- 
ing enquired after to no purpoſe, he was informed that 
he had already left St. Germain, He immediately or- 
dered the Gentleman who had the Charge of Angle-, 
ſey's Intereſts, to be recalled ; but the haſty Anghfey" 
tad engaged him to be gone upon the Spot; and the 
King, ſurprized at their Haſte, was reduced to the 
Neceſſity of diſpatching a Courier, with Orders for 
them to return to him immediately. | | 

The Goodneſs of this Prince would have been ſuf- 
frcient to conſole me, if I bad confidered in the Mar- 
riage of my Brother only the Advantages he would 
find in it for his Eſtabliſhment, But in the Diſpoſi- 
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tion I knew Dilaict to be, I foreſaw, that the only 
Means I had to inſpire him with more Moderation, 
coming to fail by theſe new Views they were going 
to give him for his Niece, it would be impoſſible, t 
may be, to make him 2 his Deſigns of Revenge 
againſt Patrick. I confeſſed this to the King, and 
—— thence took Occaſion to make Apologies for this 
dear Brother, who ought to have been at St. Ger- 
main to receive his Orders. The advantageous 

Touches that Friendſhip made me chuſe in — 
at the ſame time his Character, added to the — 
ſions yet remaining on that good Prince from the 
moving Recital I had made him of one Part of his Ad- 
ventures, inſpired him with ſo much Goodneſs for 
my Brother, that he determined on the Spot to give 
him an extraordinary Mark of it. I approve, ſaid 
he, the Precautions you have taken to make him 
avoid meeting Dilaick; but I know more ſure Means 
to ſhelter him from his Violence : That is, in the 
firſt Place to take upon myſelf the Care of reconci- 
ling them: I will give Notice to them both to ap- 
here, and will oblige them to embrace one ano- 
ther, and forget their Quarrels. Then, to remove all 
Opportunities of rekindling their Hatred, I will ſend 
your Brother to Spain, where I have ſome ſecret Af-- 
fairs to manage; ſo that what will conduce. to his 
Safety, will at the ſame Time be uſeful for my In- 
tereſts and his own Fortune, I embraced the Knees 
of ſo excellent a King, to ſhew him the Ardour of 
my Gratitude ; but appearing ſo ſenſible to his Good- 
neſs for Patrick, I entreated him further to extend his 

Favour to. Tenermill. | 
The King's Intention was fincere, and perhaps 
would have produced immediately ſome Effect, if his 
Commands had been fulfilled with more Diligence ; 
but Angleſey got the Start of them by his. He went 
directly to Dilzick. The Gentleman, who accompa- 
nied him, intereſted r in his Service by other 
Hopes, had given ſuch an artful Turn to his Commiſ- 
hon, that Dilnich, whom Neceſſity alone had made 
hearken 
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hearken to our Propoſals, was in Raptures to find ſo 
fair an Opportunity ef ſhaking off the Yoke, and of 
preſerving the Honour of his Niece, without being 
obliged to obſerve the leaſt Caution in reſpect of us. 
He gave his Promiſe to Anz /e/zy, and immediately aſ- 
ſuming a Right from this new Engagement to deli- 
ver himſelf from Tenermill, he declared to him, that 
from his Views, which he affected to wrap up in ob- 
ſcure Terms, he was obliged to forbid him the Houſe, 
and all Acceſs to his Niece. | Love, by mortally affli- 
ing Tenermill, yet inſpired him with Moderation 
enough to keep in his Complaints: 1 found 1 at 
the Count De s on my Arrival from St. Ger- 
main. He informed me what had thrown him into 
the Agitations he was in, and my Account augment- 
ed them ; but I had ſo much Hopes from the King's 

Goodneſs, that my Conſolations had the Power of 
calming his Mind. N *þ 
During this Time, the fame Courier, who was 
charged to call back Ang/e/ey and the Gentleman em- 
ployed in his Favour, carried alſo an Order te Dil 
rick to appear at St. Germain. This was in Conſe- 
quence of the King's Promiſes, who ſeriouſly em- 
ployed himſelf about the Concerns of my Brother, 
and was defirous of putting an end at once to the two 
Affairs I had communicated to him. Dilnich, flat- 
tered with the Attention 'they appeared to ſhew him, 
and looking on it as the Conſequences of the Meſſage 
he had juſt before received, left Paris in ſo N 
Haſte, that arriving above an Hour before the other 
two, he heard from the King's own Mouth the Change 
that Prince had made in his firſt Orders. Perhaps 
having made the beſt of the Reſpect with which he 
had received them, the ſame Reaſon would have had 
the Power of keeping in his Murmurs upon hearing 
they were changed; but the King paſſing immedi- 
ately to the Affair of Patrick, and exhorting him to 
put an End to it by forgetting a Quarrel, which it 
would be uſeleſs to revive, this Mention of the moſt 
picrcing of his Vexations ſerved as a Pretext to —4 
$5 | | A 
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poſe openly what at firſt he had not durſt to have re- 
jected. traced back with great Warmth all the 
Outrages he had received from my Brother in the 
Perſon of his Niece, and not limiting himſelf to the 
Pretence that his Schemes of n were juſt, he 
had the Boldneſs to demand ofithe King, if it were 
worthy of his Goodneſs to propoſe to him the Brother 
of his mortal Enemy for a Huſband to his Niece. 
A King even more eaſy and condeſcending would 
have been offended at this Queſtion; but James the 
Second, whoſe Sweetneſs of Temper heightened and 
ſet off all his other Virtues, did not anſwer this Re- 
oach otherwiſe. than by Perſuaſions, founded upon 
Maxims of Religion, and upon the Neceflity of Peace 
even for the Intereſt of both Families, His Inſtan- 
ces were ſo preſſing, that they put Diluict to Silence; 
and this was the greateſt Victory he could carry way 
over this inflexible Heart; but his inward Sentiments 
were not in the leaſt ſoftened by them. But the 
King, induced to believe that. he ſubmitted to his Or- 
ders, thought no more than to confirm him in this. 
* Diſpoſition by all the Careſſes that were familiar to 

this great Prince. | 
In going out of the Apartments his Misfortune and 
ours was, that he met Angleſey, who arrived with the 
Gentleman diſpatched with him. He took him aſide 
to impart. to him the King's Intentions, but took 
Care to aſſure. him of his own, and having renewed 
to him all his Promiſes, he eaſily made him under- 
ſtand, that if he wiſhed for the Execution of them, 
he ought not to go into the King's Preſence, who 
would infallibly oblige him to renounce his Preten- 
tions. Angleſey followed his Advice without Heſita- 
tion; they choſe to return together to Paris, not- 
withſtanding the King's expreſs Orders to Di/nick to 
wait for the Arrival of Patrick, between whom he 
was willing to bring about a Reconciliation, Upon- 
my having acquainted this Prince with Patrick's Re- 
treat, he N a Courier to him, who-went off. 
immediately. Thus my Brother was upon the Road 
. to 
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to 5 Germain, while Dilnick and Angle/ey retook that 
to Paris. | . 
They met at a little Diſtance from the Town. .If 
Patrick could not ſee Dilnick without feeling much 
Emotion, Anger was the ſole Paſſion that took Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the other when he ſaw my Brother, Never- 
theleſs the Preſence of Angleſey ſtopped his firſt Tran- 
ſports. He fancied with Juſtice, 0 it was not in 
the Sight of a common Friend, that he ought to pro- 
ceed to Violence; and this Thought obliging him to 
aſſume a calm Air, he contented himſelf to come up 
to Patrick, and tell him in few Words the Deſign he 
had to revenge himſelf. He made this Declaration 
with ſo much Caution, that Angle taking no Um- 
brage at it, my Brother eaſily found means of diſ- 
guifing his Anſwer. He promiſed to go to Paris up- 
on his leaving St. Germain, and to give Dilnick im- 
mediate Notice of his Arrival, What they added to 
this Converſation related to nothing but the Change 
made in the intended Journey to Germany, which 
Angleſey complained of not having known earlier, and 
parting with the uſual Appearances of Friendſhip, 
they continued their reſpective Journies, 

The King ſeemed extremely irritated againſt Dii- 
nick, when having ſeen my Brother appear, he in 
vain had an Enquiry made for his Enemy. The Gen- 
tleman, who had ſerved for a Guide to Angleſey, gave 
an Account not only of the Precipitation of his De- 
parture, but of the Advice he had given Anzg/eſey 
to follow him. This Temerity could not but turn to 
the Advantage of Patrick ; ſo that the Goodneſs of the 
King appeared from thence more ardent in his Fa- 
vour, Haring done him the Honour of talking to 
bim a long Time, he laid open to him the * 
he had of his Services in Spain; and although Bart] 
ſaid the King obligingly, diflinguiſkes itſelf more than 
all Dignities, yet he inveſted him with the Title of 
Lord Chamberlain, to Iet him know what Share he 
would henceforth give him in his Confidence. 1 
Relation to Dilnick, he recommended to him to avoid 

meeting 


Mieaſures to infpire him with more Moderation. Pa- 
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| meetin g this furious Man, and promiſed to take other 


trick bound by the common Maxims of Honour, made 
no Anſwer to this Exhortation, from the Fear of 
drawing on himſelf a peremptory Prohibition; but, 
lodging in the Bottom of his Heart the Impreſſion of 
Dilnick's Menaces, he was not leſs urged with the 
Deſire of getting to Paris, to know without Delay 
what his Threats could have in them ſo terrible; and 
his Impatience appeared ſo viſible to the King's Eyes, 
that this Prince having at length miſtruſted what was 
the Cauſe, he ordered him a Guard, whom he com- 
manded to follow him, without Intermiſſion, till his 
Departure for Spain. 

This Obſtacle did not hinder him from taking im- 
mediately the Road to Paris, and thus overthrowing 
all my Precautions, he went directly to Dilnict, with 
whom he had a very briſk Converſation ; they de- 
ceived the Vigilance of the Guard, by talking in the 
Iriſb Language. The Reſult of this Heat was, that 
Dilnick ſhould go ſecretly to the Frontiers of Spain, and 
there wait for my Brother. Beſides the Neceſſity the 
Guard had laid him under of conſtraining himfelf, 
Patrick did not forget what he had to fear in France 
from his firſt Duel, and into what Embarraſſment be 
muſt of Neceffity caſt himſelf in the Courts of Law 
by a new Quarrel. But if it was Prudence that made | 
him think of turning over Dilnict to Spain for Satis- 
faction; the ſame Reaſon might have made Dilnick de- 
fire to battle it in France. The Condition his Niece 
was yet in, did not ſuffer him to remove far from 
her. He propoſed to leave Paris in a Litter under 
the Guidance of Ang leſey, and the ſame Day to f- 
niſh his Difference with my Brother. If the Chance 
of Arms declared for him, he reckoned upon it that 
he ſhould be immediately able to get to the Sea ſide. 
Although he returned from St. Germain with this 
Proſect, he was prevented from engaging by the Pre- 
ſence of the Guard, and was obliged to change his 

Thoughts at the Deſire of Patrick himſelf. ; 
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In the mean Time, when being alone at Home, he 
had made new Reflections on the Danger to which 
he ſhould abandon his Niece, and the Delays he ſhould 
be 1 to, his firſt Deſign returned ſo ſtrongly 
upon his Mind, that he determined to paſs over the 
Conſiderations that had ſtopped him. Such a furious 
Project could not come into the Mind of any Body 
but him; for the Guard not loſing Sight of my Bro- 
ther a Moment, another would have feared to have 
had an Enemy more than one to combat, or at leaft 
to find himſelf taken and arreſted upon any Attempt 
to attack Patrick. Nothing was capable of diſmay- 

ing him; diſcovering himſelf only to the faithleſs An- 
gleſey, he did not 2 the Requeſt made him to 
embark in the Quarrel, that is to ſay, Angleſey ſa- 
crificing all the Rights of Gratitude, and Friendſhip 
to Love, ſhould undertake to attack the Guard, and 
lay him under the Neceſſity of thinking of his own 
Defence. Thus, by the moſt raſh Reſolution in the 
World, they determined to go in queſt of, and join 
their Enemies on the Spat, if it were poſſible, as they 
took their Way out of Paris in the Road to the Caſile 
of the Count De 8 , to which they had nodoubt 
but Patrick would make Haſte to return. DOT 

It was eaſy for them indeed to learn that Patrick 
was at the Count De & 's Houſe, and to have 
his. Departure watched. They followed him with ſo 
much Precaution, that having choſen on the Road, 
the moſt proper Place for executing their Deſign, they 
had all the Eaſe they could defire to overtake the 

Chaiſe. The Guard being on Horſeback, Ang/e/ey 
took him afide, while Dilzick preſſed my Brother to 
alight. The Surprize he was in to ſee himſelf attack- 
ed againſt the Faith of ſo late an Agreement, did not 
hinder him from thinking to put himſelf upon his De- 
fence with a good Grace. The Combat was long and 
bold; at length the raſh Dilnick found in it his Pu- 
niſnment. He was pierced through with a mortal 
Wound, having firſt received one more flight, Which 


helped only to provoke his Fury. Ang ety * 
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him fall lifeleſs, left the Guard, with whom he was 
leſs hurt than amuſed ; he made ſome Excuſes to my 
Brother, which he gave little Ear to, but adviſed him 
immediately to remove himſelf by Flight into a Place 

of Security. | ; 
Patrick and his Guard had no other Choice than 
to return directly to St. Germain, to give an Account 
to the King of a Miſchance, they could by no Means 
avoid. '- Patrick put the Corps of ' DiJnick into his 
Chaiſe, and mounted the Horſe of one of his Ser- 
vants, to whom he gave Orders to return to Paris 
behind the Chaiſe, and to go to the Houſe of the 
Count De S,, where he had left me. The Com- 
miſhon he had charged him with was to inform me 
of this melancholy Adventure, and to commit to me 
the Care of burying the Body he had ſent me. I was 
with the Count and my Lord Tenermill when this 
mournful Preſent came to me. The Care they took 
of drawing the Curtains of the Chaiſe, took away all 
Suſpicions from the Counts Servants, and Patrick's 
Lacquey had Diſcretion enough to diſcover his Ma- 
. ſter's Orders to any Body but me. I adored the Diſ- 
Poſitions of Providence, which did not leave me one 
Moment to breathe aſter ſo many Dittugtances ; and 
thinking I had no other Choice to make in this Mat- 
ter than to bury Dilnick privately, I had him carried 
to Saiſont, where I propoſed to go immediately, and 
take that Care on myſelf. 9 * 
But going back to the Count and Tenermill, I 
immediately informed them of what I had juſt learn- 
ed. If the Heart of a good Man could feel any Joy 
at the Misfortune of another, when it might turn to 
his own Adv e, I ſhould have ſuſpected Tenermill 
not to have h me without ſome Return of Com- 
placency in relation to his own proper Intereſts. But 
then he anticipated this Suſpicion by his Anſwer. I 
lament the unfortunate Di/nich, ſaid he, and I baniſh 
from me the Memory of every Thing that might 
make me think of his Death witk other Sentiments. 
Nevertheleſs, added he, you will not be r 5 
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that not daring mx; 200g farther to fear from the 
Competition of Angle/ey, I reſume all my Hopes, and 
am returning this Moment to Sarah. I ſto him. 
You give little Attention, ſaid I, to a thou Dif- 
ficulties, that ought to make you leſs haſty, What 
I fear from the very Misfortune of her Uncle, which 
may prove a new Obſtacle to your Views, is not per- 
haps the moſt ſtrong. - But what are you going to 
ſay to Sarah, and how do you hope to conceal from 
her this new Accident, which ſhe cannot hear with- 
out being informed of more of the ſame kind of 
Miſchiefs? We are ignorant, continued I, whether 
ſhe hath been told of the Death of her Father, of the 
laſt Reſolutions of Patrick; or, if it be probable that 
Dilnick might not have concealed for any Time her 
Misfortunes, we are yet more uncertain of the Effect 
they have produced on her. Will you go and car 
her News at a Hazard capable of making her fink -- 
under the Burden of it, and ſpeak to her of Mar- 
riage or of Love, when ſhe is not perhaps taken up 
with any Thing but the Horror of her Fate ?-Hav- 
ing prevented him by theſe Reflections, 1 22 to 
him to abandon to me the Conduct of an Enterprize, 
that required a Mind leſs diſturbed than his; and I 
perſuaded him to conſent to remain with the Count, 
whilſt I ſhould go and inſorm myſelf of the Condi- 
tion, and feel the Diſpoſitions of the unfortunate 
Sarab. 8. 1 | 
Neither Confidence nor Courage were neceſlary for 
me in this Enterprize ; but I was ſenſible of the need 
I had of much-Precaution and Addreſs. Facin, who - 
followed me, did not ſeem proper for the Diſcoveries 
I was willing to begin with. I muſt have a Spy, who 
was not known to the Servants, and who might aſſiſt 
me without giving them any Suſpicion of my Deſign. 
I took Advice of the Count, who offered me the Ser- 
vices of a diſcreet and faithful Friend, whoſe Talents 
he had employed in carrying on the Intrigue with my 
Siſters Having given him Node to come immediate- - 


ly to us at this Houſe, we inſtructed him in all the Cir- 


* 2 
L i 4 - 
* 
” —_—  - 1 
= * 
Cum hs * 
* - 
4 
a . * 
I \ - + 8 
- » © . 


34 The Dean of Col ERA IxE. 
cumſtances neceſſary for him to know, and told him 
every Thing we deſired to learn by his Diligence. He : 
put on the lame Diſguiſe, under which he had former- 
56 come to me from the Count to carry me to the 
Carthafian Monaſtery, and not having known him at 
firſt Sight, I recollected his Air and Figure with A» 
mazement, as ſoon as he had changed his Dreſs. - 
I followed him till he had got to a certain Diſtance 
from Sarah's Houſe, and the Time I paſſed in wait- 
ing for him, was taken up by my ſorrowful Reflecti- 
ons. They did not hinder me nevertheleſs from 
keeping my Eyes fixed on Sarah's. Door. I ſaw a 
Chair carried into it, which ſoon after came out again. 
As I had obferved, that it was empty when it went 
in, I ſaw as plainly, that it was not ſo coming out. 
But my Curioſity- would have proceeded no farther, 
if I had not perceived the Count's Friend, who came 
out alſo to follow it. His Eyes found me out in the 
Retreat I had choſen, and I imagined from a haſty 
Beck he gave me with his Hand, that notwithſtand- 
ing the Impatience he had to ſpeak to me, he was 
obliged by a Motive (till more preſſing not to quit the 
Chair. I made no Scruple to join him, Ah; ſaid 
he, proceeding forward with me, could you ever ima- 
gine who it is I am taking Care-of, and where I am 
going ? It is Sarah is in this Chair; it is ſhe herſelf, 
who upon the Diſcourſe I have had with her, has 
- Wiſhed to be carried to the Count's, and has refuſed 
to return to Jre/and with Angleſey, in order to defire 
a Sanctuary in the Boſom of your Family. 

If nothing could have happened to me more agree- 
able, nothing alſo was more capable of giving me great- 
er Surprize. I prayed this lucky Negociator to in- 
form me, as we walked along, by what Art he had 
found the Way of doing that in an Inſtant, which 1 
durſt not have promiſed myſelf Succeſs in from all my 
Endeavours and Cares. He told me, that having poſted + 
himſelf at Sarah's Door, under pretence of offering her 
his Services for Jreland, he had been received there 
«ith ſo much the more Eaſe, as they were preparing 
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every thing to undertake the ſame Journey. This 
Hint, which he 3 from the Servants, had at 
firſt embarraſſed him; but becoming from thence more 
eager for the Succeſs of his Commiſſion, he pretended 
at all Hazards, that he bad come there on Auglgey's 
Account, who being obliged to go beſoſe Sarab, the 
Services he could do her related to her Embarkmient, 
upon which Angleſey had given it him in charge to 
conſult her. He had expoſed himſelf to the Imputa-- 
tion of an: Impoſtor, if Angleſey ſhould have happened 
unluckily to be with her: but with the Reaſons he 
had to believe him far off, and not daring to uſe the 
Name of Dilzick, becauſe he was yet uncertain Whe- 
ther ſhe were informed of his Misfortune, nothing 
appeared to him more ſpacious to improve upon, than 
the Authority of a Man, whoſe Influences he had rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe had a great Share in the Hurry he ſa r 
in the Houſe. However it were, he found it 76 
lucky, that Angl/e/ey had not in reality the Hardin 

to come back. Upon his coming into Paris he choſe 
to write to Sarah, and to frame a Story of an ima- 
ginary Adventure, which had obliged D:/aich immedi- 
ately to take Poſt, and himſelf to make to the Sea-fide 
with all Expedition. But as they had both declared, be- 
fore they went to the Combat, that they muſt return 
to Ireland, and that the Preparations for their Depar- 
ture were not difficult for Strangers, who had reſided 
ſo ſhort a Time at Paris, Angleſey had enlarged more 
than ever in his Letter on the Neceſſity there was 
for Sarah and her Servants not to continue long at 
Paris. He had given her Room to fear ſome Part of 
the Danger he ſuppoſed her Uncle threatened with, 
and having ſent to her a Man of Truſt, whom he had 
charged to diſpoſe her to the Journey according to the 
firſt Meaſures of Dilzich, he had reckoned that ſhe | 
would determine herfelf upon his Word to follow an 
Advice ſo urgent. One might moreover eaſily 9 
trate the principal Motive that ſet him at Work. 
Vielding with Reaſon to the piercing Alarms remain- 
ing from his wicked Outrage, he was obliged 2 * 
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Safety of his Life not to loſe a Moment in getting out 
of the Way; and full of Hopes, which he could not 
with any Patience renounce, he would fain drag away 
Sarah after him, in order to draw all the Advantage 
flible from what Dilrick: had done in his Favour, 
ore ſhe could get an Account of his Death. | 
The Count's Friend having obtained Liberty of 
ſeeing her, found her under the Agitations into which 
this News had juſt then caſt her. She had been prc- 
pared for theſe Troubles by the Meaſures Dilnick had 
taken for her Departure, and by the Orders he had 
given her to receive Angleſey as a Man who muſt be 
er Huſband. But theſe two Propoſals throwing her 
at firſt into a mortal Melancholy, —_ Thing that 
tended to haſten the Effects, was only fit to augment 
her Trouble. In the mean Time, with the Submiſ- 
ſion of an unfortunate Victim, who could find no 
Means to withdraw herſelf from her Dependance, ſhe 
had communicated Ang/e/ey's Letter to her Servants, 
and not having Power to declare her Inclinations, 
ſhe ſaw them making Preparations for her Departure 
with Tears in her Eyes, and Deſpair in her Heart. 
The Death of her Father, the abſolute Separation of 
Patrick, every Thing that we had endeavoured to 
conceal from her with ſo much Care, were not all 
the Wounds ſhe had yet to receive: The boiſterous 
Dilnick had with all his Skill endeavoured to make 
her reliſh more eaſily his new Propoſals, and reckon- 
ing as nothing the piercing of her by the moſt grie- 
vous Strokes, he had interpreted the Amazement that 
had checked the Courſe of her Tears, as the Mark of a 
Change he deſired to find in her. In this Situation, ſee- 
ing the Count's Friend come in, who had given her 
Notice that he was Meſſenger from Angleſey and Dil. 
nick, ſhe expected nothing from his firſt Words, but 
that he came to inform her that ſhe muſt go, and that 
he was ſent to ſerve her as a Guide. I know not whe- 
ther ſhe would have embraced the Side of Submiſſion; 
but ſhe had ſcarce heard that he was come to her from 
me, and from the Count and Countefs of & +. 
| than 
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than opening her Heart to Hopes, ſhe lifted herſelf 
up on her Bed with as much Lightneſs and Activity 
as if ſhe had no feeling from her Wound, and taking 
Notice by the Windings he uſed in delivering him- 
ſelf, that he thought he riſqued ſomething in ſpeak- 
ing openly, ſhe interrupted him with Ardour, to con- 
jure him to let her know in two Words, if ſhe had 
any Ground of Dependence remaining on my Friend- 
ſhip, and on that of 'the Count and Counteſs. The 
Aflurance ſhe immediately received of it ſeemed to give 
her as much Strength as Joy. She did not give him 
Leave to finiſh what he had to ſay. I am within a 
Moment, ſaid ſhe, of ſeeing myſelf forced to quit 
Pari;, and perhaps to — a Man for a Huſband, 
whom [I deteſt, The only Way open to preſerve me 
from the T'yranny of my Uncle, is to ſeek a Sanctuary 
in the Generoſity and Friendſhip of the Counteſs of 
. Go immediately and requeſt this Favour for 
me. He, who judged from our * s, that we 
had nothing to hope for more happy, ly took on 
him to warrant our Diſpoſitions on that Head, and, 
perhaps flattered with the Opinion he was going to 
give us of his Dexterity in returning ſo ſoon with ſuch 
ood Proofs of the Succeſs of his Commiſſion, or- 
, Fw” Chairmen to be called, and preſſed Sarah to 
make Uſe of them that Moment. 'The Orders ſhe 
left with her Servants, were not to ſlacken in the Pre- 
parations for her Departure; but as they* conſiſted in 
nothing but packing up her Luggage, and filling her 
Trunks, this Care would equally ſerve the Deſign of 
removing them to the Count's. 

Thus without having executed his principal Com- 
miſſion, our Friend had in Truth rendred to Tener- 
mill and Sarah, a Service much more important than 
I durſt hope for. But the Difficulty ſtill remained 
intire, to know from herſelf what ſhe thought of the 
irreparable Step of Patrick, and how ſhe was diſ- 
poſed for Tenermill. I bugged myſelf with knowing, 
that ſhe was already informed of What I ſhould have 
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had the moſt difficult Taſk to communicate to her; 
for with the Subjects of Complaint ſhe had againſt 
.Dilnich, I did not look on the News of his Death as 
a Diſcovery dangerous to her, or at leaſt I did not 
Fear from thence a Renewal of Grief, which could add 
any Thing to what ſhe had felt from the Death of her 
Father, and the laſt Reſolution of . Patrick. We got 
to the Count of S in the Midſt of theſe Reflec- 
tions. Her Surprize was great to perceive me ſo near 
her Chair; but that of Tenermill was much greater to 
ſee her, as it were, brought even to him into his Apart- 
ment. Though he had a Houſe of his own at Paris, 
finding himſelf in it without Servants and without Fur- 
niture, having left all his People at Dunkirk, he had 
taken no other Lodging than that of the Count's. 
Sarah was yet too weak to keep long out of Bed ; 
ſhe accepted of one, that was immediately offered her 
by the Counteſs. We had the Diſcretion in this firſt 
Moment not to let any Thing drop from us that 
might recal her Grief, and ſhe herſelf, perceiving -our 
Views, thought of nothing but ſhewing her Acknow- 
ledgments of Gratitude for the Services we were ſo 
ready to do her. But as ſoon as ſhe had retired into 
the Apartment that my Siſter had appointed for her, 
ſhe prayed me to go in with her alone. The Tears 
J ſaw burſt out, and which for ſome Moments took 
from her the Power of ſpeaking, diſcovered the Vio- 
lence ſhe had done herſelf in keeping them in. Alas! 
{aid ſhe, after relieving herſelf by ſome Sighs, do you 
know any one whoſe Fate reſembles mine? I am a 
Stranger in a Family, wherein I ought to hold the ſame 
Rank with her, who has the Generoſity to afford me 
a Sanctuary. I owe only to Friendſhip, and perhaps 
to Compaſſion, what I ſhould hold by my own proper 
Rights, if they had not been cruelly uſurped. i have 
no longer any other Pretenſion remaining to Life or 
Repoſe but that which they would leave me by Fa- 
vour, and when the Spite of my Fate, and the Cruelty 


ef Men ſhould ceaſe to cruſh me with new Wounds, 
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that Grief and Bitterneſs, which yet always remains in 
the Bottom of my Heart, is ſufficient to render me the 
moſt unfortunate of all my Sex. 

She ſtopped, being drowned in Tears, and ſmo- 
thered even more by the Multitude of her ſorrow- 
ful Reflexions, than by the Abundance of her Sobbs. 
A Sight ſo moving had ſoftened me even into Tears, 
and a than once took out my Handkerchief to 
wipe them away. At length, reſuming her Words 
with a feeble and trembling Voice; * loſt my 
Father, continued ſhe, I have loſt my Huſband ; the 
Senſe of finding in me ſo little Obedience is about lo- 
ſing me the Eſteem and Affection of my Uncle: I 
have loſt every Thing; I have nothing more remain- 
ing, my dear Dean, than to beg your Aid to help me 
to die. Alas! hear me, added ſhe, ſeeing me open 
my Mouth to ſweeten thoſe black Ideas by ſome 
Words of Conſolation, ſuffer me to finiſh, and refer 
your Exhortations and Advice until I have acquainted 
you with all my Sentiments. You ought not to doubt 
me, but that in retiring among you to avoid the Per- 
ſecutions of my Uncle in Favour of Angleſey, I did 
not reflect that this was to expoſe myſelf to thoſe of my 
Lord Tenermill; and how are they perhaps going to 
be augmented, when they ſhall appear'to him juſtified 
by the abſolute Lofs of all my Hopes? But I declare 
to you here what will be more agreeable to him to 
hear from you than from me; I proclaim my eternal 
Hatred to_ whoever ſhall dare. to pronounce to me the 
Name of Lowe, and this Diſpoſition ſtall infallibly 
continue all my Life. Nevertheleſs as I have nothin 
hut the Sentiments of my Grief to object to him, $i, 
that after having loſt the ſole Good that could make 
me happy, I would not refuſe my Happineſs from 
him, if I were capable of accepting it from any one, 
1 have no thought either to fly him, or to reject his 
Cares. Ieven think of giving him a Token of my 
Gratitude, which he little expects. I know he is not 
rich, My Eſtate is uſeleſs to me, as long as the Count 
and his Spouſe ſhall 2 the Sentiments they * 
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For me; which may he enjoy until Death has dehver- 
ed me from my Pains, or till a Change, that I do. not 
foreſee, ſhall have given me a Reliſh for other Plea- 
ſures than Sorrow and Tears. The ſole Condition J 


impoſe on him is, never to ſpeak to me of Marriage 


or Love. 

A Declaration ſo formal took from me the very Deſire 
of oppoſing her Sentiments. But in the Name of 77. 
ner mill, rejecting the Offer ſhe made of the Uſe of her 
Eſtate, I prayed her to believe us as capable as her- 
ſelf of a generous Sentiment, and not to ſuſpect any 
View of Intereſt in our Services. My Brother, faid 
I, aſpires to the Happineſs of pleaſing you. He will 
know how to retrench even from his — every Thing 
that might remove him for this Aim, and I find him 
happy enough, that you conſent to endure them. It 
ſeemed to me at the Bottom, that this Preference ſhe 
gave to him over Angleſey was flattering to him, and 
far from judging of it in another Light, he confeſled 
to me, when I went to inform him of what ed, 
that he drew from thence a very ſweet Omen for the 
Succeſs of his Love. Nevertheleſs upon ſome Advice 
he had received from Dunkir4, he was obliged to be 
gone the Day following to rejoin his Squadron. The 
.Grief he had in leaving Sarah, and the Inſtances with 
which he recommended to me to cultivate thoſe Seeds 
of Goodneſs ſhe had expreſſed for him, were perhaps 
the moſt tender Sentiments that had ever diſturbed 
His Heart. . 

Augleſey, impatient of the Delay which he aſcribed 


to the Daughter of Fincer, writ to her more than once 


to preſs her to make Haſte to Calais. He continued 
to uſe the Name, and to lay a Streſs upon the Com- 
mands of her Uncle, whom he ſuppoſed to have 
croſſed the Seas, and to wait for her at Dower. At 
length, being informed by the Letters of his Agent 
whom he had left at Paris, of the Reſolution ſhe had 
taken to retire into my Family, and concluding all at 
onde, that ſhe was no longer in the Dark as to the 
Death of Di/nich, and that ſhe had ſurrendered herſelf 
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© Tenermill's Paſhon, he ſent for his Siſters, and em- 

barked himſelf with them for Ireland. I had opened 
all his Letters by the Orders of Sarat herſelf, who 
was willing to ſpare herſelf that Trouble: I had 

found in the laſt, that he had ſpoke openly of the Mif- 
fortune of Dilnick, from a 1 pow that the Know- 

ledge of this Accident, which ſhe might have receiv- 

ed from ſomebody elſe, was the Cauſe that hindered 

cr from leaving Paris, and following the Will of her 

Uncle: This Opportunity appeared to me ſo natural 
to inform her in Reality of her Loſs, that I thought 
it my Duty to lay hold of it, without any other Pre- 

caution than to add to my Account the ordinary 

Conſolations of Religion. I had to do with a Heart 

ſo exerciſed in Troubles, that a new Misfortune could 

add but little Bitterneſs to it. But the Advantage I 

drew from doing this, was to faſten cloſer the Bonds 
that had linked her to my Family, by giving her 

Room to think, there ſcarce remained any Thing in the- 
World ſo near to her. She ſtretched out to me her 
Hand upon communicating this Reflexion, and con- 
jured me to held the Place of the Father and Uncle 
ſhe had loft. | 

I had the firſt Day performed the Funeral Offices 

to Dilnick, and from an Impatience to learn News of 
Patrick , had diſpatched my Valet to the Caſtle of the- 
Count De &, to wait for his Return. He had 

given me the Day following, a Detail that had pleaſed: 
me for many Reaſons. The King had approved of 
my Brother's vigorous Defence, and had taken upon 
himſelf to put a Stop to all the Conſequences of it. 
Neverthelel. conceiving that a Rencounter of this 
Nature might draw on him a Proſecution at Law, and 
revive the Memory of his former Actions, which 
might always expoſe him to ſome Danger, he had. 
given him Orders to be gone two Days after to 
Spain, and his Inſtructions had been drawn up without 
any Delay. Thus there being nothing to call him. 
back again to St. Germain, he had taken his Licence- 
of Abſence from the King. Whatever might now 
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ſtop him, was only Decency to take his Leave of us 
at Paris; but he had thought himſelf, that other Con- 
fiderations ſhould. hinder Fm from appearing there, 
and had taken the Opportunity of Facin to make his 
Apologies. His Commiſſion was to be of ſo ſhort a 
Continuance, that he reckoned to be back in France 
in four Months, and his Intentions were not to carry 
his Wife with him. 

He would have been ſo unlucky as to have come to 
the Count's, without knowing what he might have 
found there. I could not be too much pleaſed at the 
Account that delivered me from this Diſtreſs. More- 
over it ſeemed to me, that among the Scruples yet re- 
maining concerning his Marriage, if the Circumſtan- 
ces of his Departure did not give me Room to propoſe 
the Reparations I thought neceſſary to cover the Re- 
proach, yet his Abſence would at leaſt leflen what ap- 
peated criminal to my Eyes in a Commerce, that I 
could not bring myſelf to treat as lawful. I yet flat- 
. tered myſelf, that this Interval would give me Time 
to obtain as formal a Conſent as I could deſire from 
Sarah Fincer. Although ſuch a Conſent might coſt 
her little, after the Manner ſhe had explained herſelf 
to me, upon the Loſs of all her Hopes, nevertheleſs 
I thought her Affliction was yet too lively to permit 
her to conſent openly to the Happineſs of her Rival; 
and I hoped from Time what the Fear of irritating 
her Griet had obliged me to retard. 

Having communicated the Report of Facin to the 
Count De $ „and to Tenermill, who had pre- 
pared himſelf to go to Dunkirk, I had the Satisfaction 
to ſee them enter into my Views, We contented our- 
ſelves in ſending back my Valet to Patrick, to expreſs 
to him our Concern, that we could not have the Plea- 
ſure of ſeeing him before his Departure, and the Rea- 
ſons that detained us at Parts. Our Intention was to 
give him Notice at the ſame Time, that his Wife ought 
not to think, during his Abſence,” of coming to the 
Count's. He went away indeed the Day following, 
and the laſt Letter of Avg/e/ey arriving a tew Days af- 
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ter, I thought myſelf from every Quarter at Liberty 
enough to hope for a little Tranquillity after fo many 
Storms and Agitations. 
I fancied at leaſt, that all my Duties were going to 
be confined to the Care of conſoling Sarah Fincer, 
and ſome Journeys to St. Germain, from which I could: 
not diſpenſe with- myſelf at Times, to attend the Duties 
of my new Employment. I could not forget alſo ano- 
ther Care, which was to write into Ireland to make a2 
Reſignation of my Benefice. My Vicar had ſo well 
merited this Favour, by the Conſtancy and Zeal of 
his Services, that I did not look further for a Succeſ- 
ſor. I was excited nevertheleſs by the Advice of {e- 
veral Perſons, not to make too much Haſte in tak ing 
this Step; and their Reaſons would have made ſome 
Impreſſion on me, had they been more comformable 
to my Principles. They repreſented, that in the un- 
certain Situation of the King's Aﬀairs, Prudence ought 
not to make me look on the Title and Penſion he had 
granted me as, a very ſolid Eſtabliſhment ; and if it 
ſhould happen to fail, I ſhould perhaps bitterly regret 
to be deprived of the only Retreat, in which I might 
reckon my real Settlement. I was ſenſible of the 
Prudence of this Reflexion; but ſince I had accept- 
ed the King's Favours, I did not think myſelf any 
longer at Liberty to divide my Cares. Religion and- 
Charity are Rules ſo ſtrict, that I trembled to have 
been removed by ſo long an Abſence from Coleraine. 
The Debt I owed my Flock could no longer ſquare 
with the Engagements I had taken on me at Court, 
In tine, whatever Turn the King's Affairs might take, 
had I not Aſſurances enough in the Friendſhip of the 
Count and Counteſs De 8 „to look on their 
Houſe as an agreeable Retreat, from which I had no 
Reaſon to fear being fhut out? If I was obſtructed 
by any Deſire, it was that of making a Journey to 
Ireland, to turn over in my own Perion the precious 
Burthen on my Vicar, of which I had Thoughts of 
diſcharging myſelf. I foreſaw that the King would 
ſooner or later employ me in paſling the Seas, and 
| C4 - bringing 
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bringing over into France, Lynch's Treaſure: His 
Hints had made me judge that he would with Plea- 
fure receive a Propoſal of this Nature ; and two Mo- 
tives of ſuch Importance, had without Doubt, Power 
enough to ſhake me, But ſince my Affection for my 
Family was the principal Reaſon that ſtayed me in 
France, I looked upon that Love as another Duty that 
called: for all my Cares. Sarah could not be without 
my Preſence, and the Marriage of Patrick had left in 
me ſo many Scruples, that it did not give me Liberty 
to abſent myſelf voluntarily, before I was delivered 
from them. So I choſe to reſign my Benefice by Let- 
ter, and to wait the King's Orders for Lynch's Treaſure. 

My Life would have nothing in it diſagreeable du- 
ring the Abſence of Patrick, if it had continued a 
long Time ſuch as I led for about: eight Days. All 
the Time I did not paſs at St. Germain was taken 
up with an extreme Pleaſure in conloling Sarah 
Fincer, or in the Enjoyment of a Society full of 
Charms in the Converſation of the Count and Coun- 
teſs, or in the Studies of my Cloſet ; Occupations I 
ſhould never be tired of. But when I had the Spouſe 
of Patrick, (who had taken on her the Title of my 
Lady) leaſt in my Thoughts, I was informed by Ja- 
cin, that he had met her in Paris in a very brilliant 
Equipage ; and that having had the Curioſity to follow 
her, he had learned from her Servants, that ſhe had 
there hired a very ſumptueus Houſe. I admired fhe 
was ſo ſoon weary of her Solitude. Nevertheleſs not 
daring to believe ſhe had quitted it without the Appro- 
bation, of my Brother, I charged my Valet to dive 
more fully into her Situation and Conduct. 

Facin aſſured me two Days after, that if ſhe was 
ſenſible to any Thing, it had little the Appearance of 
being for the Abſence of ber Huſband; or if ſuch 
Thoughts, added he maliciouſly, made the Torment 
of her Heart, ſhe ſpared for nothing to ſweeten them 
by all the Conſolations ſhe could procure at Paris. 
She had given herſelf up to all the Pleaſures that Op- 
portunity preſented, The Play-houſe, Entertainments, 
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Brilliant Aſſemblies, with her divided all the Day: 

thoſe of the Night were taken up either in giving 
9 at her Houſe, which 1 till Day-light, or 
in being an Ornament at the Tables of others, and re- 
ceiving the Flatteries addreſſed to her Sprightlineſs and 
Beauty. I eaſily diſcovered from this Detail, that Ja- 
cin was ill diſpoſed to her, and that he took a Plea- 
ſure, in repreſenting to me, under odious Colours, Cir- 
cumſtances that might be moſt unſuſpected and inno- 
cent. His Inclination had always a Bias for Sarah ; he 
had ſeen her moaning, and as it were, finking under 
the Weight of her Miifortanes-; while her Rival was- 
in a State of Triumph and Adoration. This then was 
enough to render the Turn of his Story ſuſpected by 

me. Nevertheleſs I could not imagine, that he could: 
have the Impudence to alter the 'Truth, for the Sake- 
of gratifying his Prepoſleſſions; and I reſolved at leaſt- 
to dive into the Facts, with which, I could not con- 

ceal it, but I was deeply wounded, 

I had never yet ſtudied with Care enough the Cha- 
rater of Mademoiſelle De L- „ to flatter my- 
ſelf with having penetrated it. The Opportunity I. 
had of ſeeing her familiarly in Jreland, had led me 
only to judge of the Vivacity of her Mind, and the- 
Affections of her Heart, from the Senſibility I had 
ſeen in her, for every Thing that was capable of afflict- 

ing her. But this Diſpoſition is ſo common to Wo- 

men, that I was not from thence more aſcertained of 
her Principles. I knew ſhe had been educated with 
too much. Conſtraint, Her Praiſes, which I had heard: _ 
my Brother ſo often ſound, had given me no Surprize 
from the Mouth of a Lover. It might. be true, that 
with the two Qualities I have juſt now aſcribed to- 
her, ſhe had drawn both. Prudence and Modeſty from. 
her Education. She might even have received from. 
Nature as much Integrity and Goodneſs, as Charms; 
but Patrick himſelf had never ſeen her in any of the 
Circumſtances, wherein to judge of the Bottom of her. 
Semtiments from her Deportment. 
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Could it be poſſible, ſaid I, in my firſt Reflexions, 
chat ſhe could have looked upon two Month's Solitude 
as a ſevere Situation, to make the Amuſements of 
Paris neceſſary, if ſhe had a Heart ſo much filled with 
Love, as ſhe had perſuaded my Brother of? Or, if it 
be true, that her Affection had been ſincere, could ſhe 
have a Mind ſo full of Levity, and an Imagination fo 
weak, as not to find a Reſource in herſelf, -nor in the 
Remembrance of what ſhe loved, to ſupport herſelf 
againſt Fediouſneſs ? I could not ſuſpe& her of any 
Thing, that might wound her Duty, and knowing 
Patrick, I could afflict myſelf only in his not having 
found in the Companion of his Life, what I knew was 
moſt proper to pleaſe him. 

I imparted to the Count and Counteſs De 8 , 
the Sorrow I felt from this Conduct. They baniſhed 
my Suſpicions by divers Reaſons, and I even found 
in thoſe of the Count, more of Study. and Thought 
than my Complaints appeared to call for. He laid be- 
fore my Eyes all the Reaſons that ſhould ſeem to make 
me eaſy in the Affection and Fidelity of Mademoiſelle 
De L ——— for my Brother; and not thinking her 
capable, faid> he, of loſing ſo ſoon the Memory of a 
Man ſhe adored, he exhorted me to. be fully ſatisfied 

in the Bottom of her Sentiments. There remained 
yet with me, a ſtrong Impreſſion from this Manner of 
Defence; J ſtayed till was alone with him. You 


+ have not ſpoke, ſaid I, with all the Openneſs that 1 


expected from your Friendſhip. This Reproach made 


him agree, that he had concealed from me one Part 


of his Reflexions; and excuſing himſelf from the 
Fear he had of being tranſported into any raſh Judg- 


ment, he confeſſed, that the Doubts I had of the 


Character of Mademoiſelle De . —— were not a 
Sentiment new to him, It was not Curioſity, con- 
tinued he, that made me obſerve her Inclinations. I 
have ſeen her paſſionately in Love with our dear Pa- 
trick, and I was charmed with the mutual Teſtimo- 
ries of their Affections. But the Opportunity I had 


of ſeeing her freely during her long Refidence at Sai- 


Jons, 
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/ons, made me take Notice of a Thing which I took. 


no Pains to diſcover. She is Indiſcreet and Senſual. 


Theſe two Defects are happily enough diſguiſed by. 
an Air of Modeſty, which ſhe is indebted for to her 


Education; _ nevertheleſs the Power of her natural” 
Conſtitution has ſeemed to me, to hurry her away in-- 


a Thouſand Circumſtances ; and I would not tell it 


you ſo freely, if I made my Judgment only from the 


firſt of theſe Defects. I have obſerved her Reliſh 


for Senſuality, which has ſurprized me to ſee in a- 


young Lady, in whom I could not ſuppoſe any Know- 


ledge of the Pleaſures of Love. The Counteſs, who 


= 


has ſeemed to you ſo reſerved in ſpeaking of her, has. 


made the ſame Obſervations, and we have ſometimes 


admired together the Prepoſſeſſions of Patrick, who + 


always ſhut his Eyes upon a Thouſand Things, that 
could not pleaſe even a Lover. 


_— 
. 


In Truth, added the Count, whether it happened 


that the Innocence of the Thoughts of Mademoiſelle - 


De J., or the continual . Preſence of me and 


the Counteſs, had had the Power of ſerving as a Curb 


to her, ſhe always contained herſelf within the Bounds - 


of Prudence ; and-when after her Marriage, ſhe choſe-- 


to retire among the Engl Nuns, I praiſed a Re- 
ſolution, that ſeemed- to prove the Injuſtice and Te- 


merity of my Remarks. But what I. have learned 


from you To-day, ſeems ſo contrary to all Sorts of 


Laws, that they have made me recollect Things that 


were almoſt effaced in my Memory ; and my Re- 
flexions have caſt me, as it were in Spight of my- 


ſelf, into all the Miſtruſts that you have taken No- 


tice of. 


This Confeſſion was not ſufficient.” to- ſatisfy me. 


I repreſented to the Count, that having. more Under- 


ſtanding than I, in the Evil he ſeemed to fear, he 


ought to furniſh me with his Advice, and perhaps 


BE Nan Fat ite RS 


make ſome. Remonſtrances to Mademoiſelle D. 
from whence we may. yet hope that ſhe would take - 
no Offence. He anſwered me, that the ſecond of-my 


Demands embarraſſed him; that a Commuſſion of 
G0 | ſuckt.. 
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ſuch a delicate Nature was as little agreeable to his 
Humour as his Age ; but that 4 Quality of an Ecele - 
ſiaſtick, and as the firſt Born of my Family, authori- 
zing me to uſe a Freedom of 8 with the Wife of 
my Brother, he was perſuaded, that Advice of this 
Nature could have no greater Influence than from 
my Mouth. | 

Nevertheleſs as much as he thought ſuch Inſtances 
requiſite, ſo much did he recommend to me to ſepa- 
rate from them all Harſhneſs and Sharpneſs, It is not 
always the Force of Reaſon, ſaid he, that will prevail 
on a Woman, to condemn herſelf, and to change her 
Thoughts or Conduct. Pride and Self-Love, which 
watch inceſſantly at the Entrance of her Mind, will 
drive back all Hints that injure them. But with a little 
Addreſs to gain theſe two Guards, one may come to 
make her liſten to Reaſon; and not much. fail intirely 
to gain thoſe Watches over, by the tender Methods of 
Sweetneſs and Pleaſure. This Advice, of which I was 
ſenſible of all the Wiſdom, became to me a Rule, 
which held the Place of Experience. 

The Day following I determined to pay a Viſit 
to my Siſter-in-law ; for I ought at length to paſs 
over the Repugnance 1 had to this Time obſerved, 
and to give her that Name, of which ſhe had rob- 
bed Sarah. She ſeemed ſurprized to ſee me. The 
Sanctuary we had given her Rival, was an Offence 
ſhe was by no means diſpoſed to forgive us eaſily, 
and her Reſolution upon her coming to Paris, had 
been to keep up no Commerce with us. I found 
her in the Condition my Valet deſcribed, adorned 
with every Thing that might help to ſet off her 
Charms, and leſs brilliant even by her Dreſs, than by 
the Air of Joy that animated her Eyes. As ſhe had 
been prepared to go abroad with a Gentleman,. who 

ave her bis Hand, the Remembrance of the Count's 
axim made me fear leſt ſhe took my. Viſit as an 
unſeaſonable Accident, that might give her a Prepoſ- 
ſeſſion againſt my Remonſtrances. But ſhe preſſed me 
herſelf to take a Chair, and without appeariog es? 
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ſtrained at the Preſence of the Gentleman, aſked me 
with ſo free an Air, to what it was ſhe owed the Ho- 
nour of a Viſit ſhe fo little d, that full of the 
Ideas which poſſeſſed me intirely, I found myſelf un- 
der ſome Perplexity to anſwer her. She perceived it 
herſelf, and imagining that I had ſomething in private 
to communicate to her, ſhe took me by the Hand 
on the ſame Air of Freedom to lead me into her 
Colt, 

I confeſs this Air of Gaiety, ſo different from the 
ſweet modeſt Countenance I had always obſerved in 
her, and in the Circumſtances wherein I expected that 
my Looks only might be thought a Reproach to her, 
diſconcerted me even to the taking away that preſence 
of Mind neceſſary to unfold myſelf to her. Moreover, 
What Means had I of entering without Preparation into 
a Matter ſo odious, as that which brought me there? 
This was to loſe fight of the Advice the Count had 

iven me a Taſte of, and I muſt of Neceſſity have ob- 
Prved: that the Moment ſhe was going abroad, to give 
perhaps, a Looſe to Pleaſures, was not that I ought to 
chuſe to load her with Reproaches and Leſſons of Mo- 
rality. Thus I remained under the moſt painful Un- 
certainty, and I did not deliver myſelf from it but b 
confeſſing, that I had an Affair of Importance to diſ- 
courſe with her upon, for which I requeſted a more fa- 
vourable Opportunity. She anſwered that ſhe would 
grant it to me freely, but did it with a wandering Air, 
and an Appearance of Indifference, which perſuaded 
me that my Requeſt was the leaſt thing in her Thoughts. 
The Moment I prepared to leave her, ſhe had Notice 
given her that two Perſons, whom ſhe expected, were 
in their Coach at the Door. She leaped joyfully at this 
News, and firetching out her Hand to the Gentleman, 
without giving further the leaſt Attention to me, ſhe 
went down Stairs to the Coach that waited, and imme- 
dately drove off from her Houſe. | 

In the Amazement of ſo ſudden a Departure, hav- 
ing aſked ſome of her Servants, continued about me, 
what was become of-their Miſtreſs, they * 6 
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that they could not tell. They knew however the two 
Perſons who came to take her up, One was her com- 
mon Companion, a Woman of Quality,. of a general 
Acquaintance, and who had obtained an extraordinary 
Reputation for Magnificence and Gallantry. Her 
Name was Madame De 8 . For about eight Days 
paſt there has been ſo ſtrict Friendſhip ſtruck up be- 
tween her and my Lady, that they cannot live two 
Hours aſunder, and one or other of them always takes 
their Friend in the Coach. They could give me no 
further Information. The two Lacqueys who attend- 
ed my Lady might be better informed; but they had 
Orders to keep Silence. And he who gave me the Ac- 
count, added maliciouſly, that without Doubt they 
were well paid for holding their Tongues. 

He could not tell me the Names of the two Gentle- 
men that accompanied the Ladies. I returned to the 
Count's with this ſole Diſcovery, of which I was in great 
Haſte to give him an Account, But he had ſcarce 
heard the Name of Madame De 8 „ but lift- 
ing up his Eyes to Heaven: Good God! ſaid he, 
what do you tell me? Are you ſure you have been well 
informed? My Memory not having deceived me, I aſk- 
ed in Turn the Cauſe of ſuch a ſharp Exclamation. You 
are going to hear it, ſaid he, and without other Prepa- 
ration he continued to make me this Recital. 

Madame De 8 — as one of thoſe Ladies of 
France, who with a great Eſtate, and much Wit and 
Beauty, might have expected the higheſt Fortune, and 
the moſt happy Life by ſome Marriage ſuitable to ſuch 
lang Favours of Heaven. She was educated with theſe 

opes, and did not enter into the World without be- 
ing propoſed in a manner as a Pattern to all the Rich 
and Illuſtrious young Ladies of Paris. But an Exceſs 
of Liberty, which her Parents indulged her in too much, 
expoſed her greatly to the Deſires of a Thouſand youn 
Gentlemen, . who had not the ſame Advantages, = 
her. Taſte particularly declared itſelf for a Muſketeer, 
who had nothing elſe to reccommend himſelf but his 
Birth and Perſon. Happy both one and the other, if 
in ſurrendering themſelves up to the Pleaſures of Love 
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with ſo little Prudence, as to be ſoon compelled by Ne- 

ceſſity to a Marriage, they had found their good For- 

tune in the conſtancy of their Paſſion; but the Cuſtom 

of ſeeing one another having in the End brought them 

to a Diſguſt, Madame De S „ naturally 

haughty and proud, perceived the Injury ſhe had done 

herſelf y her Imprudence, and puſhed her Reſentment 

againſt her Seducer even to Diſdain and Hatred. 
The firſt Mark ſhe ſhewed him of theſe was a comical 6 

Reparation for all his Rivals, to whom ſhe reproached 

herſelf for having preferred him. She called to Mind 

their Names, and the greateſt Part of them being of 

known Birth, there was no Difficulty of finding them 

out at Paris. She found the Means of getting them 

to her again one after the other, and favilhing her Fa- 

vours on them, ſhe took care to let them know to what 

Paſſion they were indebted for them. A Confeflion of 

this Nature, which ſhe made them, after glutting her 

Revenge, took from almoſt all of them the Appetite 

of keeping up the Intrigue: and the Numbers of thoſe 

to whom ſhe had gramed her Favours, ſoon ſpread this 

Adventure over Paris, I was among the Number of 

thoſe Lovers one Day, added the Count, and bein 

more diſcreet than the reſt, I never yet intruſted the 

Matter to any Body but you. Nevertheleſs ſhe found 

ſome among them, who got oyer the Diſguſt of a De- 

claration ſo capable of cooling them, and who ſeriouſly 

renewed their Attachment for her. Among the reſt ſhe 

citinguiſhed one by a new Caprice. This freſh Paſſion 

became ſo ſtrong, that not being more happy than at 

firſt in the Choice of one more rich, ſhe took up 

the Humour of gratifying at leaſt to the full her 

Heart, by waſting riotouſly the beſt Part of her Eſtate - 

with a Man, whom ſhe thought ſhe. loved excluſively 

of all others. This beſides was a Piece of Revenge over 

and above what ſhe defired to draw on her Huſband. 

She found ſuch happy Diſpoſitions in her Aſſociate of 

this Enterprize, that in the Compaſs of a few Vears 

the ſunk herſelf by Expence aud Debts. Her Huſband, 

from whom it was impoſſible that the. Noiſe of her firſt 

Adventure ſhould be altogether concealed, daſhed * 


52 The Dean of Col ER ALxxE. 


of Countenance with Shame and Grief, choſe to go into 
the Emperor's Service in the Wars of Hungary. | 
This was about the Time, continued the Count, that I 
married my firſt Wife, with ali the Advantages that have 
led me to the happy Situation I now enjoy. Madame 
De S———, being oftentimes reduced to her laſt 
ſhifts, by an abſolute Diſorder in her Affairs, heard 
ſpeak of my Fortune, and did not at all Deſpair to 
raw ſome Part of it to herſelf. She fancied, that ' as 

I was condemned to live with an old and infirm Woman, 
I ſhould think myſelf too happy to receive new advances 
from a former Miſtreſs, whoſe Charms I had known, 
and who in promiſing me to carry on the Intrigue with 
eat Secrecy, ſhould induce me to accept of that Con- 
olation ſhe tendered me under my Circumſtances. It 
was not nevertheleſs by open Propoſals that ſhe tempted 
my Fancy. She had in the Neighbourhood of my Caſtle 
a Houſe, of which ſhe had the Enjoyment, though the 
Rent of it was for a long Time conveyed over to her 
Creditors. She choſe to retire here alone, and all the 
Artifices ſhe could invent for ſix Weeks that I lived at 
my Caftle, ſhe employed in perſuading me, that it was 
her former Inclination for me that confined her to this 
Solitude. I did not open my Ears to her Flatteries: and 
I ought to hug myſelf for this Victory. The Supreme 
Art of Madame De S— „and that by the Exerciſe 
of which ſhe has found a Reſource in her Miſery, is to 
invade and poſſeſs the Mind and Heart by her ſweet and 
inſinuating Carriage, I ſhould not have caft theſe 
Things as a Reproach on her, if ſhe had not made 
a Practice of them for her own ſake only, or, to 
cxplain myſelf more clearly, if ſhe bad never 
abuſed them by inſpiring People of Rank with 
Taſtes, for which ſhe has made them pay moſt dearly, 
not in their Reputations only, but in their Purſes, and 
' has often by her extravagant Expences brought ſuch to 
Ruin, who have ſuflered her to take too great an Al- 
cendant over them. No Body could ever more rea- 
dily than ſhe, penetrate into the Bottom of a Hu- 
mour, in order to provoke all. the Paſſions, and diſco- 
; ver 
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ver all the Foibles of it. Thus ſhe leads on her Cul- 
lies and her Victims, by Roads ſo full of Charms, that 
though ſhe thereby ruins their Fortunes and Honour, 
yet they think themſelves till indebted to her Zeal. 
I could bring you a hundred Examples of this, if I 
had Need of other Proofs than my own Teſtimony; 

But what makes me tremble here, added the Count, 
15, that not having diſcovered any other Foible in my 
Lady than a Taſte for Senſuality, which I have ob- 
ſerved at Saiſons, I already apprehend, that it is by 
this Way Madame De 8 will obtain her Con- 
fidence. Though my ConjeQture ſhould be falſe, an 
Acquaintance ſo dangerous would be an Evil always 
to be dreaded, and you cannot take too many Mea- 
ſures to break it: But if my Reflexions be juſt, make 
all the Haſte you can, as to a Danger the moſt ur- 
gent, and fear leſt your Diligence ſhould be too late. 

Under the Alarms, into which this Recital caſt me 
for Patrick, I did not ſtop a Moment in demanding 
any other Explanations from the Count,. than ſuch as 
might ſhorten my Labour in the Execution of. the Ad- 
vice he gave me. He propoſed to me, to make a ſe- 
cond Viſit to my Lady, and to inform her, without 
Diſſimulation, to what ſhe was expoſed by linkin 
herſelf to Madame De S—=—, The Character o 
this Worhan being too flagrant to require any Cau- 
tions, he was in Hopes that the bare Knowledge of the 
Danger would make a young Perſon open her Eyes, 
who had not yet had Time to harden herſelf againſt 
her Duty. Try this Way, ſaid he; it is the moſt 
mild ; and we will turn over to the laſt Extremity thoſe 
Remedies, to which we may be compelled by the com- 
mon Intereſt of our Honour. 

This Choice would without Doubt have been the 
wiſeſt, if I could have got an Opportunity of un- 
folding myſelf openly to my Lady, But ſhe had found 
my Viſit troubleſome from the firſt Moment, and when 
{he had ſo readily offered to lead me into her Cloſet to 
hear me, ſhe thought only of more ſpeedily getting 
rid of my Company. She was accuſtomed for 2 
N Ie 
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Time to look on me as an impertinent Cenſor, whoſe 
Air and Maxims, without Doubt, agreed little with her 
Inclinations. According to the new Notions with 
which ſhe was filled, I had become yet more terri- 
ble to her, and perhaps ſhe had already objected to 
herſelf ſome Weakneſs, of which my Looks alone 
might ſeem to bear the Condemnation : Moreover, 
having ſeen me a long Time declare myſelf openly 
for Sarah Fincer, it was impoſſible but ſhe ſhould have 
ſome Remains of Reſentment againſt me, which my 
late Services had not intirely extinguiſhed ; and the 
Reſentment even of her Huſband, which he declared 
ſufficiently in going away without ſecing us, was a 
Pretence ſhe could always improve to cover her own, 
Be that as it will, the ſame Day I ſaw her, and that 
ſhe appeared diſpoſed to receive me with Pleaſure, 
ſhe did not go Abroad till ſhe had given Orders to her 
Porter to free her from my Viſits, and to have al- 
2 ſome fair Excuſe in Reſerve to refuſe me her 

oor, | 

I endured a thouſand Times this Refuſal, without 
imagining the Cauſe of it. But the Impatience of my 
Zeal increaſing the more from this Reaſon, I made my 
Complaints of it to the Count, who ſaw more clearly 
than I did, into a Conduct ſo affected. The Reſolu- 
tion I took by his Advice, was to take Aſſiſtance from 
my Pen. I writ to my Lady in Terms the moſt cir- 
cumſpect I could poſſibly uſe, and ſparing Madame 
De S—— with as much Caution, I ſpoke to her of 
the ſtrict Friendſhip ſhe had made with her, as of an 
Imprudence, the Blame of which I caſt leſs upon the 
Conduct of her Friend, than upon the Malignity of 
the Publick; who ſometimes without Reaſon, ſet 
themſelves up in Oppoſition to Innocence ; and with- 
out examining into the Bottom of my Advice, I ex- 
horted her to take ſome Informations upon the Chara- 
Cer of this Lady, before ſhe puſhed her Friendſhip or 
Confidence further with her. My Motives, ſaid I, in 
aſſuming a Liberty, which I prayed her to take in 
good Part, were not only my Zeal and rei 
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which were not capable of Deng lulled afleep when 


ſhe was concerned, but even the lively Intereſt I 
ought to take in the Satisfaction of my Brother, whoſe 
Love, without doubt, was ſubject to all the Inconveni- 
ences of Abſence, that is to ſay, to a thouſand paſſi- 
onate Inquietudes for a Spouſe. whom. he only che- 
riſhed. his Reflexion, being the only one with 
which I apprehended ſhe could be injured, I added to 
ſweeten it, every Thing that Friendſhip and Polite- 
neſs could find out moſt flattering; and I prayed her 
in the Concluſion, to grant me the Opportunity of a 
Converſation, in which I promiſed to be explicit. 
I received no Anſwer to this Letter; wo 4 I many 
times requeſted it in vain. In fine, foreſeeing nothing 
happy — ſo much Obſtinacy, and giving Way to 
my Fears, which augmented perpetually, I reſolved, 
with the Participation of the Coma, to ſee Madame 
De $S— —, leſs for the Sake of diſcovering myſelf 
to her, than for drawing ſome Light from what ſhe 
ſhould ſay; and to let her know, that my Family 
had their Eyes open to the Conduct of my Siſter- in- 
law, and that if ſhe ſhould engage her in any falſe 
Step, we knew on what Side our Reſentment ought 
to fall. 

I choſe an Hour for my Viſit, which I propoſed to 
make very ſhort; and it was in the Morning, with 
the View of. being more ſure to find Madame De 
S———, She was at Home, and the Readineſs with 
which I was admitted, made me judge, that my 
Name, which Ltold at the Door, was not unknown 
to her. But I owe little Thanks to my Lady, who 
had informed her of it, and had joined to her Ac- 
count the Portrait of my Perſon and Character. She 
had painted me with Features, that muſt have made 
a lively Impreſſion on Madame De & „ lince her 
firſt Motion, after having ſeen who I was, had been 
to riſe briſkly off her Chair, and run directly into her 
Cloſer, doubting whether fhe could have Courage 
enough to, endure my Deformity. I judged of her 
Thoughts by her Poſture, She held the Door 8 _ 
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Cloſet half open, and only thruſting out her Head 
with an Air of Curiofity and Fear, ſhe ſeemed to be 
- puzzled at the firſt Glance, whether ſhe ſhould re- 
lve to return into the Room, or hide herſelf alto- 
ether. The Moment ſhe looked at me, I could ſee 
er Eyes, which ſhe opened with a new Effort. In 
fine, having conſidered me a Moment, ſhe found me 
without doubt, leſs frightful than ridiculous ; for 
breaking out into, a Laughter, without Reſpect or 
Caution, ſhe ran forward to meet me, with the moſt 
extravagant Tokens of Admiration, and for a Quarter 
of an Hour, did not ceaſe clapping her Hands, and 
aſking thoſe who were about her, if they ever ſaw a 
Sight ſo fantaſtical. 

I cannot at all diſown, but my Figure might make 
ſuch an Impreſſion upon a ſprightly and polite Wo- 
man at her firſt ſeeing me. This was the Thought 
I had myſelf of it. Thus, far from being diſcon- 
certed at the Reception ſhe gave me, I only ſmiled 
at this Exceſs of Pleaſantry, and praying Madame De 
S - to give me a Moment's Converſation, I 
made a Sign with my Hand to, her Servants, that I 
defired to be alone with her. My Courage turned the 
Scene to my Advantage. It was not the Impreſſion 
before her, that induced Madame De $ to re- 
ceive me with ſo little Reſpe& to my Character. The 
Plan of it had been formed between her and my 
Lady ; though they had not foreſeen the r 
they would have to execute it. My Letter had al- 
molt equally offended them. They had judged 
Agreement, that not being able to anſwer me wit 
good Manners; without betraying their Reſentment, 
nor in a harſh and angry Stile, without taking from 
me perhaps the Courage of ſeeing them again, they 
reſolved to diſpenſe with themſelves abſolutely from 
making me any Anſwer, with the Hopes that I ſhould 
myſelf come to demand one, and the Order of refu- 
ſing me Entrance into my Lady's Houſe, had been 
ſuperſeded at the Gate. Among many Projects of 
Revenge, they reſolved upon that of turning me 1 
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Ridicule, by an extravagant Raillery on my Figure. 
Madame De S — had paſſed three Days at her 
Friend's Houſe in Expectation of me, and being pre- 
pared for the Outrage intended me, the unexpected 
Viſit I payed at her Houſe, raiſed in her a Deſire of 
acting one Part of the Comedy ſhe had ſtudied. - 

In the mean Time, when I had invited her with a 
grave and prefling Voice to be ſeated, in order to hear 
me, I ſaw her Countenance change, and obſerved Em- 
barraſſment enough in her Eyes, to flatter myſelf that 
I ſhould ſoon gain ſome Aſcendant over her. A Wo- - 
man without Wit would have appeared to me more _ 
difficult to reclaim, becauſe I ſhould havg deſpaired to 
make her ſenſible of, the Force of my Reaſons. But 
the Count having prepoſſeſſed me with the Character 
of Madame De S———, I did not doubt, but in 
ſpight of the Irregularity of her Manners, I might 
engage her in a folid Converſation, from whence 1 
hoped to draw as much Advantage for herſelf as for 
my Siſter-in-law. In one Word, 1,had propoſed to 
employ all my Talents and Zeal to make her aſhamed 
of the Diſorder of her Conduct, and not being diſ- 
couraged at the Reception ſhe gave me, I hoped even 
more to bring her to a Subwiſſon, when I ſaw I had 
ſo eaſily prevailed in gaining from her ſome ReſpeR. 

This Hope was natural enough from the Conſide- 
ration only of the common Rules by which the Heart 
and Mind are conducted; but I was quite out in my 
judgment to ſuppoſe, that a Coquette, long exerct- 
led in the Art of maſking her Notions and Opinions 
by perpetual Impoſtures, could have Honeſty enough 
to {abmir to Truth, even at the Time ſhe ſhould gain 
Light and Underſtanding ſufficient to ſee and be ſon- 
ſible of it. Madame De S———— liftened to me. 
Perhaps ſhe was at firſt hurried away by the Air of 
Authority that I affected to maintain, and I thought 
] obſerved.this for ſome Moments during the Conti- 
nuation of her Embarraſſement, from which ſhe had 
not yet had Time to recover. But ſoon recovering 
her Aſſutance, ſhe at the ſame T'ime- reſumed an = 
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of Licentiouſneſs and Gaiety familiar to her. I took 
Notice of this Change. My Diſcourſe heating her al- 
ready, I ſhould have expected from it an Effect quite 
contrary. Nevertheleſs I purſued the Motions of my 
Zeal, and in all the Complaints I made of my Siſter- 
in-law, I not only without Scruple, named the Cauſe 
that alarmed me for her Conduct, but taking Occaſion 
from my — ee o add to them what I thought 
moſt powerful in the Principles of Religion and Mo- 
rality, I flattered myſelf, after a long Harangue, which 
ſhe liſtened to with the ſame Affectation of Sweetneſs 
and Complaiſance, that ſhe had at leaſt taken ſome 
Reliſh. for hearing me, and I had the Credulity to in- 
terpret it as the firſt Mark of Succeſs I had to deſire. 
She appeared indeed glad to hear me, and perhaps 
had found Juſtice and Method enough in my Expreſ- 
Hons, to form to herſelf an agreeable Appearance of 
the Warmth and Zeal with which I explained myſelf. 
But the Approbation ſhe ſeemed to give to my Diſ- 
courſe, proceeded from a Source quite foreign to my 
Notions. I ſhould have had a Difficulty to be per- 
ſuaded to this, if the Experience I had of it had not 
been a Proof that admitted of no Reply. In hearing 
me, Madame D: 5——»>— had thought me very co- 


mical to undertake her Converſion, and ftruck with 


this Notion, had lent her Attention to my Reaſons 
and Proofs, much leſs than to a very whimſical Project 
that came into her Mind. The Accounts ſhe received 
from my Siſter in-law, and even the Ardour of 'my 
Zeal, of which ſhe had received a convincing Teſti- 
mony, making her eaſily judge, that the Love of Ho- 
Nour and Religion was my predominant Paſſion, ſhe 
thought herſelf capable of aſſuming ſome Empire over 
me by thoſe two Foibles; and, puſhing her Views 
much further, ſhe imagined, that with a Man of my 
Figure, nothing could be more glorious for her, nor 
help better to confirm the Opinion ſhe had of her own 


Artifices, than to employ the Notion ſhe had taken of | 


my Character, by inſpiring me with the Sentiments of 
Love for her. [This Thought had ſo much Force over 
4 her 
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her Mind in its Birth, that immediately referring to it 
all her Pains, ſhe had Power enough over herſelf not 
only to hear me with the Appearance of a paſſionate 
Satisfaction, but in the End, to give her Approbation 
to every Part of my Diſcourſe. The Snare was not 
at all palpable or groſs : Her firſt Expreſſions were as 
moderate as her Looks, and the Tone of her Voice 
appeared to be ſtripped of all Artifice. For ſome Mo- 
ments ſhe fixed her Eyes on me, as if in the Novelty 
of the Impulſes which ſhe felt, ſhe had been ſearch- 
ing into the Cauſe of an Impreſſion that had filled her 


with Amazement. In fine, 3 to ſurrender 
herſelf to the Power of thoſe Truths ſhe had juſt 


heard, ſhe ſtooped her Head towards me: My Dear, 


{aid ſhe, with an affectionate Tone, as it is impoſſible 


for Truth to employ Expreſſions more powerful to 
make itſelf heard, 1 confeſs alſo, that it never before 
made ſo great an Impreſſion on me. Oh! that this 
were the Moment, that Heaven had marked out for 
my Converſion! added ihe, appearing to admire what 
paſſed in her Heart. You will have at leaſt the Glory 
of having ſtrongly ſtaggered me, and I begin by 
promiſing you, that I will give a faithful Account of 
this Converſation to my Lady. She thought alſo of 
improving the Opportunity of ſeeing me again, by 
my Approbation; and.I avow, that in the Joy I felt 
of finding her enter ſo freely into my Views, I had 
not the leaſt Diffidence in her Sincerity. 

Nevertheleſs, rely ing little on the Work I had be- 
gun, if I did nat draw an abſolute Promiſe from her 
to be conducted by my Advice, 1 farniſhed her againſt 
myſelf with Arms which were yet more infallible, by 
propoſing to her two Things, which ſhe defired as 
ardently as I; the one was, to receive my Viſits, in 
order to inſure the Fruit that 1 aſcribed to my. firſt 
Exhortations ; and the other, to diſpoſe my Lady to 
afford me an Opportunity of Converſation, from 
wlence I had already hoped to obtain the ſame Ad- 
vantages over her, and to make her return as 2 


Madame 


within the Bounds from whence ſhe had wandered. 
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Madame De S——, though ſure enough of making 
her conſent to every Thing ſhe ſhould propoſe, yet 
laid a Streſs on the Eforts, the N ſhe ſhould 
have Occaſion to uſe, to engage her to receive me at 
her Houſe ; and the Reaſon ſhe gave me for this Re- 


1 being only the Reſentment ſhe ſuppoſed ſhe | 


again my Family, ſhe compleated my Perſuaſi- 
on, that ſhe had towards it as much Honour in her 
Sentiments, as I found Probability in her Diſcourſe. 

The ſame Day I communicated to the Count the 


. Hopes I had taken up upon ſuch flight Grounds, 


They appeared ſuſpicious to him, and Friendſhip not 
ſuffering him to Aifruiſe from me his Jealouſies, he 
inſpired me with a Diffidence that I yet had the 
Fooliſhneſs to upbraid myſelf with. The Ground of 
it nevertheleſs remained in me, notwithſtanding the 
Efforts with which I thought myſelf obliged to. op- 
poſe.it ; and Charity, that made me fear to make a 
raſh Judgment, not being able to efface the Traces 
of it, which continued at leaſt in my Memory, this 
Aid, that Providence had laid up in Store for me, 
ſerved to ſave me harmleſs from the moſt dreadful 
Snare to which the Bias of Nature had ever yet expo- 
ſed my Virtue. I ſhould have drawn a Veil over this 
profane Scene, if there had not been a neceſſary Con- 
nection between it and the Hiſtory of my Brothers; 
and further, if I did not flatter myſelf that the Refle- 
2 it raiſed, would be of ſome Utility to my Rea- 
ers. 2 

The Day following, I received a Meſſage from 
Madame De S————, that my Lady would receive 
my Viſit, at her Requeſt; and the Hour being appoint- 
of for that Afternoon, I did not fail to follow the 
Inſtructions given me in her Letter. I found her at 
my Siſter-in-law's. They had two Gentlemen with 


them, one of whom I knew to be him *I had ſeen 


there the ſirſt Time. Although they were both dreſſed 
out with great Neatneſs, and that their Appearance 
diſcovered ſome Air of Diſtinction, they affected 
nevertheleſs to behave to me with ſuch sn 
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and Reſpect, that I could not long believe them to be 
of a Rank equal to my own. My Lady alſo ſoon put 
an End to my Doubts, by declaring that one of them 
was her Maſter of Muſick, and the other her Maſter 
of Languages, frem whom ſhe was learned Engliſh 
and acting over with the ſame Air, the Part ſhe had 
without doubt ſtudied with Madame De 8 „I 
think, Monſieur, ſaid ſhe, to make you eaſy all at 
once. I have been informed by Madame, that ſome 
Reproaches you have made me in a Letter, were not 
at all a Banter, and that very black Suſpicions of m 
Conduct have taken hold of your Mind. I would 
fain eaſe you of them, by informing you, that it is 2 
Deſire of acquiring new Knowledge, or perfecting 
myſelf in what I had, that made me chuſe to quit the 
Country ; and I thought that the Abſence of my Huf- 
band could not be better employed, In 1 
your religious Maxims, of which Madame De 
hath given me ſuch a faithful Account, I do not ima- 
cine that at my Age, you will think to make me fol- 
low them in all their Rigour ; and if Madame, added 


ie, is ſo moved at them as to put them in Practice, 


and be already determined to put herſelf under your 
Direction, I thall entreat both one and the other of 
you, not to diſturb my Mind with Ideas of Perfection, 
which at preſent ſurpaſs my Strength. | 
This Diſcourſe pronounced with the moſt eaſy Air, 
had all the Effect that was expected from it. I found 
in it as much Innocence in the Conduct of my Siſter 
in Law, as Sincerity in the Converſion of 
De $— =, I made them both Apologies for } aving 
given too much Credit to the Impulſes of an indiſcreet 
Zeal, and even fearing to explain myſelf too e 
before the Maſter of Languages and the Muſician, 
contented myſelf with Offers of Service and Friend - 
ſhip, which were accepted without Affectation. 1 
would very willingly forget, ſaid my Siſter- in law, the 
juſt Complaints, ' which cannot paſs ſo ſoon out of my 
Memory.” 'You ſhall be free to come here as ofien 
as you ſhall find any Satisfaction in it; and if your 
Vor. III. D 221 Zeal 
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Zeal, or the new-· born Piety of Madame De S 
do not confine themſelves to Exhortations which you 


granted me to be with her at all Hours of the Day, 


Conduct ſhe had hitherto obſerved. 
unlacky Adventure, if I ſhould too far put off to give 


made to inſinuate herſelf into his Eſteem, had Hopes 


Matter for her to firike up 7 Acquain:ance with 
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are engaged to make her at her Houſe, you may con- 
tinue them here, when ſhe happens to be here with 
= But never expect, added ſhe, that I will be a 

itneſs of thoſe myſterious Obſcurities, that will make 
my Mind gloomy, and chill my Blood. 

The Liberty they both wiſhed for the Succeſs of their 
private Views, could not be better eſtabliſhed. No- 
thing preſented itſelf to my Mind that could awaken 
the Diftidence, with which the Count had inſpired me. 
Thus during the Time that my Siſter-in-law hugged 
Herſelf for having diſpoſed me to ſerve asa Cloak be- 
fore the Eyes of the Publick, and even before thoſe 
'of her Huſband, I looked on this Liberty ſhe had 


on my Side as an Advantage for her, and for the Ho- 
nour of our Family ; and I did not doubt, but it was in 
ſufficient to filence all Sorts of Suſpicions. The Count m 
ſurrendered himſelf to this Way of Reaſoning. The co 
Opinion he always had of Madame De $ had ag 
made him wiſh, that this Commerce might be abſo- 

lutely broken off ; but I talked to him with ſo much D. 
Force of a Converſion, whereof I congratulate myſelf fo 
for being the Miniſter, that yielding at length to my he 
Hopes, he agreed, that a Woman of that Merit might 
become as dear to People of Honour, when ſhe ſhould 
change her Principles and Manners, as ſhe ſhould ap- 
pear odious and contemptible in their Eyes, with the 


Iſhould enter badly into the Circumſtances of this 


ſome Eclairciſments neceſſary in this Place for the un- 
derſtanding it. Madame De 8 „ Who had a 
little Houſe in the Count's Neighbourhood, having been 
not at all diſcouraged at the Efforts ſhe had in vain 


of ſucceeding better with Patrick, when he was re- 
tired there with his Spouſe. It had been no difficult 
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Man, who ſought to amuſe himſelf in his Solitude; 
but his Departure for Spain interrupted her Projects, 
and making her put off her Hopes to another Seaſon, 
ſhe had fancied,. that for her principal End, which 
was to repair the Diforder of her Fortune, by ſharing 
a little in that of another, ſhe had not leſs Advan 

for that End to promiſe herſelf from his Abſence. A 
young and amiable Woman, ſuch as his Spouſe was, 
appeared to her an eaſy Conqueſt, and the rather 
when a few Days of Familiarity and Acquaintance had 
given her the Opportunity of unravelling the Bottom 
of a Character, which ſhe had not the Art to diſguiſe. 
She thought herſelf ſure of Succeſs, as ſoon as ſhe 
had diſcovered in her a briſk Reliſh for Pleaſure. All 
her Diſcourſes related only to that End; ſhe often had 
ſtirred up in the Heart of my Lady, a Paſſion to ſhare 
in ſome Part of the Diverſions of Paris, fo much the 
more ardent, as in the Abſence of her Huſband ſhe 
could find nothing in the Country to ſerve as a Remedy 
againſt Tediouſneſs. 

Nevertheleſs ſhe I . at firſt only to paſs a few 
Days in Town; an adame De & , Who had 
formed much more extenſive Schemes, was well upon 
her Guard to combat this Reſolution. Not havin 
any longer the Houſe ſhe-lived in, after ſhe had 1 
her own for making the Journey to Germany, ſhe took 
furniſhed Lodgings, which agreed very with her 
Intentions of continuing in Town but a ſhort Time; 
but the Forecaſt of her Companion had ſo well prc- 
vided for every Thing to encourage her Stay, that two 
Days after her Arrival ſhe found in the Neighbour- 
hood a Houſe to be let ready furniſhed, and the Rent 
1 ſo moderate to my Lady, that added to the 
Advantage of being abſolutely at Liberty within her- 
ſelf, it determined Her to accommodate herſelf with it 
for ſome Months. The Truth was, this Honſe and 
Furniture were prepared by the Artifices of Madame 
De S——. Bur this was not the moſt impoiſoned 
Part of her Services. She had thought, that to ſecure 
a long Time her Prey, = to engage her in that . 

; 2 
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of Diſorder, from which a Woman ſcarce ever reco- 
vers, ſomething was wanting more lively and poi- 
nant, than Balls, Shews, and all the common Diver. 


ſions of the Town. It was neceſſary ſhe ſhould have C 
Love. She had by long Experience known all the c 
Irregularities of that fatal Paſſion, and without the 
Aſſifances of her Reaſon, ſhe had no need of any other | 
Leſſons than her own Example. It was upon her own 5 
Lovers ſhe had caſt her Eyes to try this Enterprize, * 
With the Knowledge ſhe had of Mankind, her Paſſion 
always predominant for the ſame Pleaſures that had be. I; 
gan her Ruin, ſhe could not fail having under her Ban- Tt 
ners a well choſen Militia, She detached then two of 15 
them, in whom ſhe found by Experience (added to ſy 
all the Qualities that could pleaſe the Sex) all the a: 
Wit and Addreſs that could conduct her to her Views, a 
She aſſociated them in this Enterprize by the common 7 
Hopes, and finding lucky Opportunities to introduce Wl c: 
them ſucceſſively to my Siſter in-law, ſhe did not in a. 
the leaſt doubt, but if one of them did not carry * 
away her Heart, ſhe ſhould not eſcape the other: T 
It was true, my Lady loved Patrick tenderly. A V 
Paſſion of ſo long Continuance, and ſtrengthened by A 
ſo many Adventures and Obſtacles, muſt in a manner o 
have penetrated into the Bottom of her Heart. But p. 
ſhe was ſuch a Woman, as the Count had obſerved, Wl c. 
too much given to Senſuality and Pleaſures. The very pi 
Power of her Senſations was a perpetual Danger to Wy 
which her Virtue was expoſed, from the Necefiity | * 
laid her under of employing them ; and over a Heart C 
of this Frame, the preſent Object has always thoſe f. 
Powers and Advantages, againſt which it is very difi- d 
cult to make a Defence. The firſt of theſe Lovers, p. 
that Madame De S. raiſed up for her, ſeemed d 
to be led only by the Power of Love. A pretended ty 
Chance brought him to a Party at a Ball, where my d. 
Siſter -in law was flattered, by receiving thoſe Praiſes WW... 
that her Beauty deſerved. She ſaw him come in at 2 II 
Time when perhaps her Self. love was beſt ſatisfied, Mr 


adorned with every Thing that could fet off his Fer- 
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ſon, and without doubt, if ſhe wiſhed to ſee him 
among the Number of her Admirers, he affected ſo 
well his Surprize and Admiration at the firſt Looks he 
caſt on her, that ſhe thought him more agreeable than 
any Body elſe, from the Tribute he payed to her 
Charms, The Union of Eſteem was formed at that 
Inſtant. She became much more free, as ſoon as ſhe 
underſtood, that he was one of the beſt Friends of 
Madame De $ , and the Day following he ob- 
tained Leave of paying regular Viſits to my Lad F 
I fay —_— what ſhe told me herſelf in too 
lively Circumſtances ever to ſlip out of my Memory. 
It was nevertheleſs not all at once that ſhe ſuffered 
him to aſſume an Empire over her Heart; and the 
ſubtile Madame De & , who was ſuch an under- 
ſtanding Judge of the Power and Progreſs of Love, 
deſpaired ſo much for ſome Days of the Succeſs of this 
firſt Attack, that ſhe made haſte to form a ſecond. 


ON 


ice She had taken care to make Choice of two Men of 
in 8 cificrent Miens and Conſtitutions, to give under one 
ry or the other Form, a ſure Aim to the Shafts of Love: 
The one was fair, the other brown, Strength and 
5 Vivacity appeared to be the Character of the one, and 
Ia the Delicacies and Graces ſeemed to fall to the Lot 
% of the other. It was nevertheleſs with extraordinary 
Y Preparations, that the ſecond was brought upon the 
Stage. The marvellous ſtrikes apparently on the Ima- 
1) BW cinations of Women. A Duel was counterfeited near 
p my Lady's Door, at the Moment ſhe had withdrawn 
at Night. Madame De S. knew the wounded 
art Combatant, who lay ſtretched at length two Paces 
ole from the Door, and who had taken Care to make a 
ff. light Scratch on himſelf, after having blooded on 
0 Purpoſe his Shirt and Cloaths. They ſeemed to be in 
Log doubt whether he were not actually dead. Generoſi- 
ty and Compaſſion did not ſuffer her to refuſe a San- 
10 ctuary to a Man of Quality, who ran an equal Ha- 
zard for his Life, either from the Law or his Wound. 
# He was taken into the Houſe of my Sifter-in-law. 
* The Story of his Quarrel ſoon became the moſt 
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moving Part of his Adventure. His Character was 
Tenderneſs and Sweetneſs itſelf. He had drawn this 
Misfortune on him, by having too eagerly eſpouſed 
the Intereſt of an unfortunate Woman. He had to 
do with the moſt hot-brained Brute, and moſt formi. 
dable Swordſman of all Paris. In fine, the Surgeon, 
who had been gained over, not thinking he could be 
removed without imminent Danger, my Lady waz 
obliged by her natural Goodneſs, to give him an Ap- 
artment in her Houſe, and in the Condition he was, 
k me De S had given her Opinion, that this 
- Favour might be granted without Scandal, 

Such were the Enemies ſhe let looſe againſt the 
Virtue of my Siſter-in-law. The Names they had af. 
ſumed of Maſters of Languages and Muſick, impoſed 
in reality on my Credulity, and the ſubmiſſive Beha- 
viour they always ſhewed me, confirmed me a lon 
Time in that Error. Nevertheleſs I could not but be 
much ſurprized from the firſt Moment to ſee them uſe 
an extraordinary Familiarity with the two Ladies ; and 
if I from thence Pen nothing that was capable 
of alarming me, I did not leſs condemn it as one 
of thoſe Excefles of P eſſion and Taſte for Ta- 
lents, which ſometimes allows too great a Conſiders 
tion and Favour for the Poſſeſſors of them. 5 

J was always ignorant what Progreſs they had made 
in the Heart of my Lady, and the very Concluſion af 
this ſorrowful Adventure, did not inſpire me with 
Curioſity enough of ſeeking after: farther Lights into 
it. But I remarked, that thev always regulated her 
- Buſineſs; and under Pretence of Muſick Meetings, and 
other Aſſemblies, which, as they ſaid, had ſome Re- 
lation to their Studies, they manifeſtly engaged her 
in all the Parties of Pleaſure ſuitable to their Views, 
or particular Taſtes. Even the very dextrous Co- 
lours that Madame De 8 - gave to ſuch cont! 
nual Diſorders, took away all Suſpicions that might 
have raiſed in me a Deſire to watch them; and being 
gained over, (for I owe this Confeſſion to Truth) by 
the Hopes of her Converſion, with which ſhe W 
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fully fortified me, I ſometimes ached myſelf for 
having had ſuch a bad Opinion of her ConduR, taken 
up from Stories and Teſtimonies, that I could not ac- 
cuſe of any thing but Raſhneſs. Lo make me open 
my Eyes, I ſtood in need of an Adventure as dread- 
ful as what I have to relate. | 

I was often at the Houſe of Madame De S- , 
or at that of my Siſter-in-law ; and the more effec- 
tually to baniſh all Miſtruſts, they agreed to give me 
Notice of the Times they could receive me with Free- 
dom. Thus under the Pretext of providing for the 
Quiet and Calmneſs neceſſary for ſuch ſerious Con- 
verſations as ours ought to be, they found Means of 
getting me out of the Way at all Times, wherein my 
Preſence might be troubleſome ; yet nevertheleſs, they 
every Day gave me Notice ſo unaffectedly of the 
Hour they expected to ſee me the Day following, and 
they appeared ſo ſatisfied with my- Viſits, that it never 
once came into my Mind, that this exact Order of 
them might be a concerted Game. I paſſed whole 
Hours with Madame De S———, and if my Zeal 
made me think them ſhort, the Defire ſhe had of 
bringing her Adventure to a happy Concluſion, or 
perhaps the Satisfaction that fed her Vanity, by rea- 
ſoning with me upon the moſt important Points of 
Religion and Morality, and receiving the Praiſes that 
I often could not refuſe to her Wit, hindered her from 
thinking them tedious. It was eaſy for me to obſerve 
in her Behaviour, and even in her Looks, an Air of 
Complaiſance and Affection, that I found ſometimes 
carried too far; but in a Woman who had been given 
up all her Life to the vain Amuſements of the World, 
looked on it as the Remains of her antient Cuſtoms. 
If I was deceived ſo dangerouſly by her exterior Ap- 
pearance, which on the contrary was not made up 
of ſo much Affectation, as to endeavour. to gain any 
Empire over my Senſes, yet the fell into a much 
more ridiculous Error in Relation to my Behaviour, in 
which ſhe could not have diſcovered 'any Thing but 
an Ardour for the Interet of her Soul. The Fire, 
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that the Warmth of a long Converſation made ſparkle 
in my Eyes, and a Chriſtian Love and Benevolence, 
from whence poſſibly ſome Expreſſions leſs circumfj 
than my Thoughts might have eſcaped, appeared to 
her as ſo many Marks of the Progreſs ſhe made in my 
Heart. She did not in the leaſt doubt, but I had pe- 
netrated the Deſign ſhe had to pleaſe me, and that 
ſtopping at that Point which was moſt flattering in it 
for me, according to this Way of thinking, that I had 
the Wealkneſ; to be ſenfible of it, in ſo much, that 
having begun on both Sides to take our mutual Mo- 
tions from the Meaning ſuitable to our Defires, we 
ſhould ſoon come to the Point of thinking ourſelves 
equally ſure of Victory. Perhaps Madame De Sm— 
did not at firſt propoſe to puſh her Enterprize ſo far. 
Her Notions were corrupted without doubt by De- 
grees ; and in the Mind of an artful Coquet, the ſole 
Deſire of amufing herſelf with ſo ridiculous an Ad- 
venture, was a Motive capable of making her forget 
all Decency and Decorum. However that be, having 
one Day tendered me her Hand, upon which I impru- 
dently let fall my Head, without any Intention of 
touching it with my Lips, but on the contrary, to diſ- 
penſe with myſelf from receiving it in mine, ſhe took 
this over-haſty bowing of my Head for the Motions 
- a eue that trembled to ex 2 more 
y and apparently, with a of letting me know 
ſhe — mn <4 ſhe 1 her Hand forward to 
my Face, and laying her Fingers to my Mouth, preſ- 
ſed them againſt my Lips for a Moment. If this Fa- 
miliarity gave me {ome Surprize, I nevertheleſs con- 
ſidered it as a light Tranſport, which proceeded from 
the Satisfaction of a Heart, wherein a Reliſh for Vir- 
tue was beginning to ariſe from the Influence of my 
Advice. This Reflexion, which was not mixed with 
any Doubt, was confirmed immediately by a Propoſal 
that Madame De 8 made with ſome Air of 
Embarraſſment, As 1 had preſſed her often to a Re- 
view of all the Irregularities of her Liſe, and that ſhe 
bad always made ſome Pretence for retarding that 
mortifying 
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mortifying Action, the Meaning of her Diſcourſe did 
not appear to me at all ambiguous. Come to me, 
ſaid ſhe, ſinking her Voice, at Ten o'Clock this 
Night, I will open to you my Heart, and you ſhall 
not have the leaſt Reaſon to complain of my Sincerity. 
I immediately was convinced, that ſhe at — had 
vanquiſhed all the Difficulties ſhe had to combat, and 
that if ſhe took the Night-time to diſcharge her Con- 
ſcience of the Load of her Sins, it was owing to the 
Remains of Confuſion, of which her ſpringing Piety 
had not yet the Power to ſhake off the Yoke. | 

It would be drawing an ill Picture of her Character 
to imagine, that her Diſpoſition was that of Love, 
and her Deſign, that of leading me from Weakneſs to 
Weakneſs, to the Point of inſpiring me with Inclina- 
tions, from whence ſhe expected to gather the Fruit. 
In flattering herſelf with having ſoftened my Heart, 
ſhe propoſed no other Pleaſure from it than 'to tri- 
umph over the Chaſtity of a mortified and auſtere 
Man, who had himſelf attempted to triumph over her. 
She would humble him, who thought himſelf capable 
of inſtructing her, and who after having endeavoured 
to frighten her by his Menaces, had Hopes of gaining 
the Power of moving and convincing her by his Rea- 
ſons. In fancying ſhe had ſeduced my Mind and 
Heart, ſhe did not in the leaſt think of taking any 
Advantage of her Victory; but a cruel Malignity had 
put it into her Mind, to make my Weakneſs ſerve to 
divert ag well as to revenge her. She had communi- 
cated this Scheme to my Siſter- in- lw, and the Empire 
ſhe already had over her, made her eaſily ſucceed in 
aſſuring herſelf of her Conſent, and even Aſſiſlance. 
They Fad agreed, that as ſoon as my Virtue ſhould 
have abandoned me, Madame De $ ſhould 
propoſe the Aſſignation, which ſhe had already effec- 
tually appointed me at her Houſe, and that inſtead of 
coming to i herſelf, ſhe ſhould ſend in her Place a 
Woman extremely deformed, that Care ſhould be 
taken, to deceive me more readily, that the Place of 
Rendezyous ſhould be OT when they 1 
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with all the Care, and leſs Decency than I — * 
have expected. The only Thought that this A 
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think me given · up to all the Licentiouſneſs of my Ap- 

petites, as they imagined, the two Ladies ſhould: ap- 

= with Lights, and load me with juſtly-merited 
eproaches. It was conceived, that this Scene, would 

afford ſome Pleaſure to the Ladies, without obliging 


them to a ConduR, from whence I had been defirous 


of laying down Leſſons of Prudence, and following 
this Plan, I ſhould even have Thanks to give them 
for keeping Meaſures. with me, in order to fave at 
leaſt my Reputation. In the mean Time, Madame 
De & no ſooner thought herſelf ſure of my De- 
feat, than ſhe changed her Thoughts; and nothing 
was more worthy of the Corruption of her Heart, 
than the new Project ſhe formed. She reſolved, with- 
out diſcovering herſelf to my Siſter-in-law, to puſh 
the Adventure herſelf to a Concluſion, as much to 
make a Trial of my Conduct in an Experiment, 
wherein ſhe had Reaſon to think me a great Novice, 
as to enjoy her Triumph in greater Perfection; and in 
the End, to make the Advantages ſhe ſhould acquire 
over me ſerviceable to her other Views. 

The Integrity of my Heart having then baniſhed all 
Shadow of Suſpicion, I did not fail to attend punctu- 
ally at the Aſſignation. All my Zeal in a manner re- 
viving at the Approach of the Hour, I prepared for 
the Miniſtry, which I thought myſelf ready to exer- 
ciſe, by reddubling my Prayers. I appeared at Ma- 
dame De & 's Door, and found there a Wo- 
man who ſeemed to expect me, and who introduced 


me with many Circumſpections up a pair of Privy- 


Stairs that led to her Apartment. She recommended 
nothing to me but Silence, and I was not a little ſur- 


' prized, that a Ceremony, not uſual in ſuch a Houle, 
was accompanied with ſome Air of M > » The 
Door of the Apartment being opened, I was deſired 


to walk into the Cloſet with the ſame Cautions. At 
length I perceived Madame De $S-———, who was 
ſeated in a negligent Poſture, but adorned and ſet off 
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tion raiſed in me, was a Reflexion upon the Aſcendant 
of Vanity, that does not abandon a Woman even in 
the moſt holy Exerciſes of Religion. In fine, the 
Door of the Cloſer being ſhut on me by the Cham- 
ber-Maid, who introduced me, I was all alone with 
Madame De & a 

rejected an Impulſe of my Mind, that inclined 
me to reproach her for the Ornaments of her Dreſs, 
and thinking ſome Indulgence due to thoſe Remains 
of Weakneſs, I approached her, and defired to know, 
if the Diſpoſitions of her Heart correſponded with 
thoſe ſhe had taken up, for employing the Solitude 
and Tranquillity we now enjoyed.” This Diſcourſe 
was perhaps equivocal, although the Circumſtances 
had inſpired me naturally with it, It might without 
doubt have been taken in a Senſe dire&tly contrary to 
my Thoughts, ſince helping to confirm Madame De 
8 in hers, it gave Room for ſome Moments to 
the moſt extravagant Converſation. Her Anſwer was 
ſuch, as one may imagine it to be, from the Prepoſſeſſion 
ſhe was in. She talked to me of the Diſpoſitions of 
her Heart, as of a Love the moſt lively and impati- 
ent. What had it not coſt her to delay the happy 
Moment we were arrived at; and if my Ardour was 
equal to hers, what could Le wanting to the Perfection 
of her Happineſs? Upon diſcovering herſelf with ſo 
much Warmth, ſhe took me by the Hand, and preſ- 
ling me to fit down near her, ſhe poſſibly would have 
opened my Eyes all at once, by the Vivacity of her 


Action, if in the Thoughts ſhe was in, that T burned 


for her with an ardent Paſſion, ſhe had not deſired to 
have an agreeable Sight in the unravelling of my own 
Projects. Thus, with the Appearance of moderating 
herſelf all at once, ſhe complained only of not ſeeing 
my Eagerneſs correſpond better to hers; ſhe even 
drew back her Hand, with which ſhe had yet held 
mine, and looking on me with a tender Air on the 
Elbow-Chair whereon I fat, ſhe immediately aſked 
me, for what Reaſon, with the Views that brought 
me there, J had come in a long Gown, which was ſo 
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and even a Trouble, of which the Soul is ſometimes 


Mind, to abuſe their Victory. This was a miſchie- 
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little ſuitable to ſach Circumſtances? I juſtified my 
Garb from the Reaſons of Decency, that even obliged 
me to wear it on this Occaſion, if I had not been ac- 
cuſtomed to do it at all Times. Our Diſcourſe upon 
this Matter became a Series of Obſcurities, into which 
I could not fancy ſhe ſaw more clearly than I did. 
However ſhe had this Advantage over me, of perſuad- 
ing herſelf, that ſhe comprehended ſomething in my 
Reaſons, that thinking me withheld by a Remainder 
of Modeſty and Fear, ſhe could underſtand the moſt 
obſcure of my Expreſſions as a Veil, in which I wrap- 
pg up my true Sentiments ; in lieu of which, not 
uſpecting her at all of any other Views than of 
ſpeedily diſburdening her Memory of a Load of Faults, 
1t happened almoſt at every Word ſhe pronounced, 
that I was ſtopped by ſome Difficulties, of which I 

did not underſtand one Word. 
I attributed her Notions at firſt to an Impatience, 


capable in the firſt Approaches of Zeal ; but I began 
to fear at laſt, that in an Imagination overheated by 
the grand Objects, with which I thought it filled, there 
was not ſome Revolution made that Reaſon was little 
ſenfible of. 

During this Time, ſhe held the End of my Girdle, 
which ſhe rolled about her Fingers, ſometimes pretend- 
ing only to amuſe herſelf with it, ſometimes 2 
it cloſe, and drawing it to her, with Looks in whic 
her Ardgur ſeemed to redouble. Tired at length with 
an E of Reſervedneſs, of which ſhe nevertheleſs 
accuſed my Baſhfulneſs, ſhe got up, ſaying, that theſe 
Men were ſtrange Creatures to employ all their Artifi- 
ces to ſeduce the Heart of a r Woman, and then 
to take Advantage of their Gravity and Strength of 


vous Irony, which ſhe thought to uphold by a thou- 
ſand paſſionate Careſſes, with which ſhe bore me down 

all at orce | 
The firſt Efforts I made to defend myſelf from her be- 
ing taken, it may be, for an Effect of the ſame — 
I en 
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raſſment to which ſhe had attributed my Coldneſs, and 
the Silence that my Surprize hindered me from breaking, 
helping yet to maintain her in the ſame Thoughts, ſhe 
did enough in a few Moments to have made-my Reaſon 
rebel in wo Favour: and this was without doubt a more 
powerful Succour, than that of my feeble Virtue, which 
delivered me from ſuch a frightful Peril. I ſummoned 
upall my Strength to tear myſelf from her Arms, and 
all out of Breath as I was, recovering with Difficulty the 
Power of ſpeaking, I ſeated her in an Elbow-Chair, 
where her own Confuſion detained her as much perhaps 
as the Words I ſpoke. Madam, ſaid I, with a diſturbed 


the Enemy of your Salvation, orany other Forgetfulneſs 
of yourſelf, that in ſpite of your Teeth tranſports you 
from your firſt Reſolutions into ſuch unworthy Exceſſes, 
recal your Judgment, arm yourſelf with thoſe great 
Principles, which I have laboured to inſtil into you, and 
be perſwaded that the Aſſiſtance of Heaven is always 
* to Temptation. I perceive, added I, the 

rong I have done by ſwerving from the ordinary 
Cuſtom to hear your Confeſſion : I ought as much for 
myſelf as for you to fear the Danger of Solitude. But 
if the Corruption of our Nature ſometimes makes our 
Falls ſo * we can raiſe ourſelves as ſpeedily by 
Repentance; and from one ſingle Motion of the Heart 
often proceeds both Sin and Innocence. 

As I made her this Diſcourſe I had my Hand lean- 
inz on her Arm, from a Remainder of Miſtruſt that 
made me fear, leſt ſhe ſhould fall again int a new 
Fit; and I obſerved even her Eyes, from thence to 
diſcover from what new Species of Tranſport I had 
to ſave myſelf harmleſs. I know not whether this Pa- 
tience, with which I continued near her, gave her 
Room to believe, that I might yet be vanquiſhed, or 
whether ſhe took it may be, the ſoftneſs of my Reproa- 
ches only for the Diſguiſe of an Hypocrite, who feared 
to diſcover himelf with too little Caution; but takin 
Advantage of the Situation I was in to attack me wi 


more Sueceſs, ſhe gave greater Strength than ever 2 


Voice, if it be a ſtraying of your Mind, an Illufion of 
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the Temptation both by her Careſſes and Looks. Some 
tender and animated Reproaches, that ſhe added to 
them at Intervals, her Sighs, that ſeemed to ariſe from 
the Bottom of her Heart, an Air of Languor diffuſed 
over her Countenance, and all her Attitude, in fine, 
the whole Equipage of Softneſs and Senſuality, which 
ſhe ſeemed to reunite about her, might perhaps have 
made me ſenfible, that Man is always too weak when he 
voluntarily expoſes himſelf to Danger : if this Thought 
_ Itſelf which came into my Mind from the Expreſſions 
of the ſacred Pages, had not made me take a Reſolution 
of retiring haſtily. A ſhort Apoſtrophe, addreſſed to my 
Enemy on turning my Back to her, gave her to un- 
deriland how remote ſhe was from her Triumph. 
However there was leſs of 7 2 and Harſhnefs, than 
of Compaſſion in what I ſaid, I pity you, faid I, 
from whatever Source this Exceſs of Corruption comes; 
and if you are ignorant of the Judgments of Heaven, 
J muſt tell you, that they are terrible againſt a harden- 
ing of the Heart, which proceeds even toa Contempt . 
of its Warnings and Graces. | 

I haſtened to get out of this infected Place, thank- 
ing the Author of my Strength. which ſupported a 
faithful Chriſtian in the Love of Virtue ; and being as 
little ſenſible of the Shame of being deceived, as not 
fearing to give up to Heaven the judgment of my In- 
tentions, I prayed him out of his infinite Mercies to 
place to my Account the Ardour and Purity of my 
Leal. Bat having deplored the melancholy Succeſs of 
ſo great Hopes, r did not fail to let my Reflexions fall 
on my Lady, and I began again to fee with another 
Eye, all thoſe Things that my Illuſion had as it were 
accuſtomed me to look upon without Diſfidence or 
Alarms. My firſt Sufpicions nevertheleſs did not at all 
turn upon her two Lovers: On the contrary, T did 
not forbear to take them for what I was told they 
were, and I was pleaſed in the Midſt of my Fears, to 
find yet the ſame Likelihood in the Reaſons that 
brought my Siſter-in-law to Paris. Suppoſing, ſaid 
I, to hearten myſelf, that her Intimacy with ___ 
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De: S——— may have a little diſordered her Prin- 
ciples and Conduct, yet the Evil is not ſo inveterate, 
as to be afraid already of its Progreſs. Her Deſign in 
quitting the Country, was not all a formed Reſolution 
of giving herſelf up to Diſorder, She had in it an 
Intention, which ſhe is carrying into Execution; and 
when her unworthy Friend had raiſed in her a Defire 
of it, to take Occaſion from thence, to engage her in- 
ſenſibly in the ſame Corruption, even the Neceſſity 
under which ſhe thought herſelf to employ this Pre- 
tence, ſhews ſufficiently, that ſhe had need of Time 
and Labour to ſucceed in ſuch a horrible Project. I 
encouraged myſelf alſo to hope ſomething from her 
Motives of coming to Town, which were not abſo- 
lutely without Probability and Foree ; but I -ſhould 
have made one Reflexion much more juſt, if I had 
thought, that Vice is not ſo ſlow in its Progreſs as 
Virtue, and that the Bias of Nature, which 10 often 
is of itfelf ſufficient to hurry us along, will become 
a Torrent by its Rapidity, where it bas received the 
unhappy Iniligation of Counſel and Example. 

Self- love never had Dominion enough over my Mind, 
as to make me look on the Confeſſion I had made the 
Count of the mortifying Succeſs of my Adventure, 
as a great Sacrifice. He always had his Miſtruſt of it, 
which he in vain laboured to communicate to me. 

I confeſſed to him, that his Eyes were more penetrat- 
ing than mine, and that this Adventure was a new 
Leſſon to me, of which I humbly acknowledged the 
Uſefulneſs. My Frankneſs proceeded even to diſco- 
ver to him the Reaſons I had to diſpel my Fears as to 
the Conduct of my Sifter-in-law, without which 1 
{ill confeſſed to him, that I ſhould have thought my - 
ſelf the moſt culpable and unhappy. of all Men, to 
have by my miſtake deferred thoſe Remedies, which we 
might with Eaſe have applied eaflier to the Diſorders. 
He let nothing drop in his Anſwer that could increaſe 
the Grief I felt at finding myſelf deceived; but re- 
collecting one Part of the Advice he had given me, 
when I had declared my firſt Fears, he added, that if 
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wich my Lady boldly, but in uſing ſome vigorous 
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| y had permitted him at that Time to enter 
deeper into the Conduct of that Affair, he would have 
began with every Thing that would have forced my 
Lady to break with Madame De Sn, Though, 
ſaid he, the Union that attaches me to you be very 
ſtrict, yet it would not be proper for me to take up 
the Voice of a Reformer in your Family, eſpecially 
in regard to a Woman, who has entered into it, as 1 
have done, only by Alliance. But to whatever De- 

ree the Evil be ſpread, you may be aſſured, added 

e, that if there remains any Hope of reforming it, 
yet it is not to be done, but by removing the produ- 
Rive Cauſe thereof. He pauſed a Moment, as if it 
were to give himſelf up to bis own Reflexions. If I 
might explain myſelf with Freedom, faid he, you 
are not from henceforth a more proper Perſon than I 
am, to undertake the Enterprize in which you appear 
to be employed : As to me, I muſt have a Right to 
interfere, which I have not. As to you, fince the ill 


Succeſs of your unlucky Experiment, as you muſt 
have loft all Hopes that Exhortations of Zeal, and 


Maxims of 1 can be ſufficient to reclaim 


Minds but little ſenſible of them; as to you, I ſay, 
you muſt have an Air of Boldneſs and Courage, which 
in a Man of your Gown and Character, cannot be 
ſuch as the Occaſion calls for. Conſider, added he 
ſill, that of the two Means which are only proper to 
heal the Diforders of which you complain, there is 
not one of them can become you. In Truth, the firſt 
can be proper for no Body, and I ſhould think it al- 
moſt as dangerous as the Evil we fain would cure ; 


that is, to employ the Authority of the Court, or that 


of the Law, to oblige my Lady to enter-into a Con- 
vent until the Return of her Huſband : And this Me- 


thod cannot be undertaken without making a great 


Noiſe, which may cauſe us more Confufion and Grief, 
than we hope to avoid. But the ſecond Way, and 
conſequently the only one that remains to be ta- 
ken, and which conſiſis not only in expoſtulating 
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\ 
Means to baniſh all Perſons from her Houſe of either 
Sex, that may not be thought convenient to be ſuffer- 
ed in it: This Way requires a Man of the Sword, 
who may join to the Right you have Expreſſions, and 
perhaps Actions, that your Profeſſion excludes you 
from. Thus, added the Count, as 1 as we would 
avoid making a Noiſe in taking Care of, and conduct - 
ing our Honour, I ſee no Body but my Lord Tener- 
ill, who can be charged with an Affair of ſuch a 
delicate Nature with any Hopes of Succeſs, = 
I found Prudence and Truth in this Council; bu 

to what Point did it reduce us? To remainin a State 
of Inaction till the Return of Texermill, of which the 
Time was very uncertain. It was even probable, that 
Patrick would return before him; and one of my 
Views had always been to ſpare this dear Brother the 
Concern and Vexation he wouid infallibly feel, to find 
ſo great an Alteration in the Character and Conduct of 
his Wife. I was not at all diſcouraged at the Objec- 
tion the Count made againſt himſelf, although it ſeem- 
ed to carry in it a formal Refuſal of interfering in the 
Irtereſts of Patrick. I thought him more proper 
Fan he appeared to think bimfelf for this Enterprize. 
u agreeing with him, that it no longer required a 
Man of my Profeſſion, think, ſaid I to him, that 
though you belong only by Alliance to my Family, 
you are nevertheleſs, in the Abſence of Tenermill, the 
neareſt Perſon to it. Vou conſequently ſucceed in all 
the Rights of my Brother, and, in the Caſe we now 
are, his Duties become yours. I added to this Way 
of Reaſoning, ſuch ſtrong and preſſing Inſtances, that 

they determined him at * * to acquieſce in them. 
He demanded a Delay of a few Days to give him 
Time to obtain more Knowledge in the habitual Ac- 
tions and Conduct of my Lady. Without having ever 
known what Ways he employed, he informed me a 
few Days after what J have related of the two Lovers. 
Surprize and Grief- raiſed a cruel Revolution in all my 
Senſes. But this was not all he had to tell me. From 
whatever Quarter he had got his Information, * had 
carn- 
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learned, that my Lady had already conſumed in leſs 
than two Months, all the ready Money ſhe had at the 
Departure of. her Huſband ; and thoſe could not be 
ſmall Sums, ſince over and above her current yearly 
Rents, we remembered that ſhe had 50000 Franks in 
her Coffers, when the Affairs of the Count had made 
his Friends believe, that he ſtood in Need of a pecu- 
niary Aſſiſtance to put an End to his Law. Suit. This 
Waſte and Conſumption, not making her think of di- 
miniſhing her Expences, ſhe had already been obliged 
to the common Expedients, ſuch as taking up Money 
on high 1ntereſt, and the pang of many valuable 
Jewels. As ſhe had no Paſſion ſor Gaming, and that 
her Table was not regular enough to throw her into 
ſo conſiderable Expences, it ſeemed manifeſt to the 
Count, that all theſe Sums had been laviſhed away on 
Love; that is to ſay, either on Madame De ., 
who was a great Woman at laying out for Pleaſures, 
or on her fortunate Gallants, whoſe Aſſiduities and 
Cares ſhe apparently — for: And to give more 
Credit to this odious Imputation, the Count had been 
aſſured, that among a great Number of Lovers, who 
perpetually ſwelled my Lady's Court, there were 
many who had the Reputation of being well with 
her, and who had from thence taken Occaſion to ap- 
pear with a more magnificent Retinue. I took great 
Care, ſaid the Count, perceiving the Impreſſion this 
frightful Relation had made on me, how I blind! 

—_— the Slander ; it magnified every Object, ef- 
pecially. when added to the Vanity and Indiſcretion 
familiar in the Mouths of young People. But reuni- 
ting all my preſent Informations to my former Con- 
jectures, I had no Room for Doubts left me, but that 
there was a ſtrange Alteration made in the Behaviour 


of my Lady, and that this Corruption gained Ground 


daily. 

It remained for him to inform me, in what Manner 
he propoſed to break this Matter to my Lady. I te- 
ceived Veſterday, ſaid he, a Letter from Patric, who 


ſuppoſing her yet at my Caſtle, prayed me to be 


watchful 
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watchful over her Health, and to ſee her myſelf, not- 
withſtanding onr domeſtick Coldneſs. He complained 
of not having often enough received Letters from her. 
This Forgetfulneſs would appear to him ſurpriſing, if 
he had the Misfortune of knowing the Cauſe of it. 
But this gives ſuch a natural Opportunity to me to go 
and ſee her, that I reje& all the other Schemes I have 
formed. Be aſſured, added he, that having once con- 
ſented to do him the Service you deſire, I will leave 
nothing undone about her, until I acquit myſels of 
my Commiſſion, He confeſſed to me nevertheleſs, 
that with the View of inſpiring ſome Terror into the 
- Guilty, he had already given-Notice to Madame De 
, that ſhe was already threatened with ſome 
Diſgrace, which would be the Effect of her Intimacy 
with a Lady, whom the World accuſed her of havin 
hurried into diſorderly Courſes. He told me, he di 
not at all doubt, but that this Advice had immediate- 
ly been communicated to my Siſter-in-law, and that 
finding herſelf perhaps already greatly alarmed, he 
ſhould from thence have the greater Eaſe in flagger- 
ing her upon his firſt Viſit. He had 'even flattered 
himſelf, that if he ſhould have put her into this Dif- 
poſition, it would not be impoſſible for him, by mag- 
nifying a little the Motives of Terror, to engage her 
on the Spot to quit Paris, and to wait the Return of 
Patrick in 3 2 | 

He choſe the Day following for his Viſit, Fatal 
Day ! Aſter ſo many Circumſtances he had related to 
me, he did not tell me, that he had diſcovered the fa- 
vourite Lover of my. Siſter-in law, and that he had 
already had a very warm Expoſtulation with him. 
This was the firſt Object he met in her Apartment. 
Paſſion has no Curb upon ſuch violent Occaſions. See- 
ing him come out alone from my Lady's Cloſet, he 
ſtopped him boldly, and without uſing the leaſt Cau- 
tion in his Expreſſions, he forbid him with the moſt 
violent Menaces, ever again to put his Foot within a 
Houſe he had diſhonoured. This miſerable Wretch, 
who was little acquainted with the Sentiments of Ho- 

| nour, 
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nour, pretended to go out without 2 any An- 
E 


ſwer. A Scene ſo little foreſeen had heated the Count. 
He went into the Cloſet with the Remainder of the 
ſame Warmth, and obſerving fewer Meaſures than he 
had at firſt propoſed, he reproached my Lady openly 
with a Conduct, of which it did not "_ to him 
that ſhe even feared the Scandal, The Name of her 
Huſband, that of her Brothers-in-law, all was em- 
5 to augment her Fear and Confuſion. In fine, 
aving laid before her Eyes _ Thing that he had 
judged moſt certain from the Informations he had pro- 
curcd of the Diſorder of hec Manners, he declared, 
that, from the Right he had over her in the Abſence” 
of Patrick and my Lord Tenermill, he gave her the 
Choice of two Things; either to return immediately 
to his Caſtle, there to take ** a Reſolution of living 
a more regular Life, till the Return of her Huſband, 
or to retire into a Convent, which he would leave her 
the Liberty of chooſing. | 
The Evil he pretended to cure, was enough 
to require a Remedy of ſuch Violence ; but the Ha- 
bit of the Diſorder not being yet ſtrong enough in my 
Lady, to have hardened her Fi ront againſt ſuch ſevere 
Reproaches, the firſt Impreſſion ſhe felt, was more 
piercing than perhaps the Count had Reaſon to a 
rehend. Under ſo terrible an Embarraſſment, 
had neither the Preſence nor Inſtigations of Madame 
De S—— to ſupport her. The Count had not yet 
Familiarity enough with her, to enure himſelf to uſe 
a noble and lofty Tone with her, which he knew 
how to aſſume in his Reprimands and Menaces, better 
than any Perſon in the World. She thought ſhe ſaw 
all the Evils together, ready to tumble down upon her 
Head ; and whether ſhe was in Reality as guilty as we 
fancied, or whether Remorſe or Fear had magnified 
her Faults in her own Eyes, ſhe remained under a 
deep Silence, that ſeemed to amount to a Confeſſion 
of every Thing with which ſhe heard herſelf reproach- 
ed. In the mean Time, the Count preſſing her to 
come to ſome Reſolution, ſhe opened her Mouth with 
an 
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an Air of Confufion and Fear, to entreat for Time 
to recover herſelf. He was unwilling to puſh his Ri- 


gour ſo far as to refuſe her ſuch a Night Favour ; but 


miltruſting that ſhe had Thoughts of conſulting Ma- 
dame De , he declared to her, that ſhe muſt 
renounce all ſuch Hopes, and that, during two Hours 
he gave her to deliberate upon thoſe two Propoſals, 
he would go to that Lady, and would not conceal 
from her, that it was to her he aſcribed all thoſe Diſ- 
orders, If he added a few Words, it was only te lay 
before her the Shame of giving herſelf up to a Wo- 
man ſo odiouſly infamous, with the Hopes of haſten- 
ing her Repentance, by increaſing her Confuſion, 


He went out indeed, in order to go to Madame 


De & „to whom he was willing to renew open. 
ly the Advice he had given her by better. The Im- 
patience I had to know, with what Air ſhe would re- 
ceive his Viſit, had made me wait at ſome Diſtance 
from my Lady's Houſe. I got into his Coach; he 
embraced me, and the ſame Time congratulated me 
for his having found leſs Reſiſtance than he had fore- 
ſeen, and for being near the Point of executing his 
Commiſſion without Violence and Noiſe. Such agree- 
able News raiſed in me all the Joy that I ought to 
feel from it. I approved the Deſign that led him to 

Madame De $ —'s, and left him to wait for 
Succeſs of it with the ſame . £7, 
It being agreed that we ſhould return to my Lady's 
together, = offer her in Concert our Services and 
Cares for either of the Choices ſhe ſhould make, he 
took me up in the ſame Place he had left me. I was 
but little amazed at what he related to me of Madame 
De S, after the Experience I had of her Cha- 
rater, She received his Menaces and Reproaches like 
a Woman above ſuch little Adventures, and even con- 
feſſing with a malicious Jeſt, that my Lady had in a 
ſhort Time made an extraordinary Progreſs in Gallan- 
, the excuſed herſelf from having had the leaſt 
Share in any Thing that had the Appearance of Diſ- 
order or Exceſs. Facts of this Nature being difficult 
| | gs 
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to be veriſied by Proofs, the Count had been obliged 
to hold to his firſt Declarations, and the principal Ad- 
Vantage he thought be had drawn from this Viſit 
was, to prevent ſo dangerous a Woman from infect- 
ing the Mind of my Lady by new Advicde. 
ot above an Hour had paſſed during the Interval 
of theſe two Expeditions. We — to the Houſe 
of my Siſter- in- law. The Door of it was freely thrown 
open to us, and we went up into her Apartment with- 
out finding any further Obſtacles. The Count, find- 
mg the Door of the Cloſet ſhut, ſuffered no more 
than one Lacquey to go forward and give Notice that 
we were there. We muſt conceal, ſaid he, with great 
Prudence, as much as is poſſible of this grievous Scene 
from the Servants. This 1s. a Precaution, added he, 
that I ſhould have recommended to my Lady herſelf, 
and ſhall be vexed if ſhe has not obſerved it. We 
knocked ſoftly at the Door. No Body made Haſte 
to open it. The Count having raiſed his Voice to give 
Notice who was there, we heard that of my Siſter-in- 
law, who after ſome obſcure Words, one Part of 
which even eſcaped us, gave Orders to her Chamber- 
Maid to let us in. | 

She was alone with this Woman fitting at a Table, 
and holding a Pen in her Hand, with which ſhe was 
writing. ith Difficulty ſhe got up to receive us, and 
we ſoon remarked, that ſhe had ſcarce Strength 
enough for any further Motion. Her Countenance 
bad a Paleneſs in it, that I could compare to nothing 
but that of Death. The Alteration in all her Fea- 
tures, the Diſorder of her Eyes, in fine, an Air of 
Aſtoniſhment and Fright, that ſpread itſelf over her 
whole Form, gave us ſenſibly to underſtand; that ſhe 
was agitated by fomething more terrible than Confu- 
fon and Grief. The Count, to whom the Office of 
unfolding 'our 'Thoughts ſeemed to belong, began by 
-obſerving ſome Marks of Diſturbance we were in for 
1 | her Health, and aſked her Chamber-Maid, how ſhe 
1 could ſuffer her Miſtreſs to be in this Condition, with- 
out propoſing to her to ſend for Help. i” . 
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ſwered this Woman, ſhe would by no Means ſuffer 
me; and ſhe has obliged me to ſtay here this Hour 
paſt whether I would or not. To what the Count 
{aid to herſelf to draw from her a Confeſſion of her 
Misfortune, ſhe anſwered ora but by ſtretching 
out her Arm before her, with a Sign of Averſion to 
all our Cares, which ſeemed to make her fear the ſee- 
ing us too near her. In fine, as it was of her own 
Accord ſhe had ordered the Door to be opened- to us, 
ſhe prayed us to hearken to what ſhe intended to ſay 
to us, without any other Precaution, than by orders 
ing her Chamber-Maid to go out of the Cloſet, and 
attend a little from the Door. 

If you have brought Mr. Dean here, ſaid ſhe to the 


Count, caſting down her Eyes, only to redouble my 


Confuſion by his Preſence 3 you loſe your Labour; 
Jam in a Condition which muſt make me inſenſible 
to thoſe little Conſiderations and my Shame, or your 
Reproaches cannot be an Evil very inſupportable to 
me, with the Certainty I have of ſeeing them very 
ſoon at an End. On the contrary, I rejoice in having 
you both Witneſſes of my laſt 'Thoughts. You wi 
apprehend better from my Mouth, than from the Let- 
ter I was about writing to you, what paſſes this Mo- 
ment in my Heart, and if you condemn the Exceſs 
or Deſpair coming to hurry me away, you are at 
fre Liberty to make what Uſe you pleaſe of my 
ecret. , i : 
As the Aſloniſhment the Count and I were in, ob- 
liged us almoſt at every Word to caſt our Eyes, on 
each other; I know not, ſaid ſhe, what ſignify fo 
many Looks; but if they proceed from the Obſcurity 
of what I ſay, which poſſibly may cauſe you ſome 


Embarraſſment, I have Occaſion but for one Moment 


to clear them up, and I will then leave you to deter- 
mine, whether I merit your Horror or Compaſſion. 
It is true, contin ned ſhe, that the Attractions of Plea- 
ſure, and the. miſerable Counſels . of Madame De 
S———, have made me ſwerve from my Duty. 


Give, if you will, to my Diſorders the Name of In- | 


fatuation 


— 
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fatuation or Blindneſs, but do not be ſo unjuſt as to 
think, that the Forgetfulneſs of myſelf, into which 
I have fallen by Degrees, has been ever voluntary, 
Circumſtances have ev Day contributed to this 
Depravation, and I have been ſurprized myſelf to ſee 
myſelf in the Midſt of the Abyſs, without having 
once opened my Eyes to ſee the Way that led me into 
it. How, for awry the Love and Veneration 
with which I was filled for my Huſband have not 
better defended-me againſt the firſt Motions of a dif. 
ſolute Love 3 and if F was capable of any Weakneſs, 
ought it to have been at the Expence of a Taſte ſo 
dear, which Time and my own Choice had ſo 

fectly confirmed ? Without acknowledging myſelf ſo 
criminal as you have ſuppoſed by your N 
I confeſs, added ſhe, that you have*not been deceived 
in one Part of the Exceſs you have imputed to me. 
I owe this Confeſſion to Truth, in the dreadful Mo- 
ment I am in @ but it diſpenſes with me from giving 
= a Detail, which without Doubt would bring a 

orment to my Huſband. 

We interrupted her, by ſhewing ſtrong Proofs of 
our Compaſſion, in order to baniſh that Diffidence ſhe 
ſeemed to remark of our Diſcretion, If you had 
known us to have been Men of Honour, ſaid the 
Count, you would not be apprehenſive, that your 
Huſband could ever hear from us what you yourſelf 
are going to make us forget, by fuch ſtrong Marks of 
your Repentance. Ah! replied ſhe, interrupting us 
m her Turn, you are ignorant of my Situation, when 
you aſcribe any Thing to my Fear. I have nothing 
further to 1 when I have no longer any Claim 
to Life; and praying us to hear what ſhe would tell 
us in two Words, ſhe informed us, that far from think- 
ing we had any Knowledge of her Intrigues, ' ſhe had 
been ſo terrified at the Count's Reproaches, that ber 
Spirit, which had ſupported her during his Diſ- 
courſe, entirely failed her the Moment he went out 
of the Cloſet. Remaining ſome Time in -a Swoon, 
the Wretch, whom the Count had forbid ever to ap- 
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ear again in the Houſe, and who nevertheleſs had 
only retired into a Chamber hard 'by, returned into 
the Cloſet as ſoon as he had ſeen the Perſon go out 
of it, the Sight of whom he durſt not bear. He did 
not in the leaſt doubt ſeeing my Lady in ſuch a deep 
Swoon, but that ſome Scene had ed between her 
and the Count, which was the Conſequence of that 
he had juſt before been expoſed to from him, and of 
which the Effect would infallibly be the Loſs of thoſe 
Reſources he had hitherto found in the Credulity of 
my Siſter-in-law. The ſame Fund of Artifice and 
Knavery, that had attached him to her, inſpired him 
with the deteflable Thought of taking Advantage of 
her Condition, to rob her all at once of what ſhe hid 
alrcady much impaired by the Help of Madame De 
8 , and which they had fully made ſure of car- 
rying off by Degrees. From a long Familiarity he 
had known the Caſket, in which my Lady, together 
with her Jewels, kept all the Deeds and Contracts 
that were the Sureties of her Eſtate. He ſeized them, 
and as he got into the Street, meeting no Body but 
tne Chamber-Maid, who was accidentally goiug into 
her Miſtreſs, he pretended ſmiling, that my Siſter-in- 
law had given it him in Charge to ſecure that precious 
Burden, out of Fear leit the Count De S- : 
who had ſome Difference wich her, might fo far aſ- 
ſume the Aſcendant he defired over her, even to the 
leizing of her Papers. | 

Ihe Chamber- Maid went in to my Lady, who had 
recovered out of her Swoon the Inſtant ſhe entered 
the Cloſet, and perceiving in her only the Remains of 
a Paleneſs, which is the Conſequence of ſuch Acci- 
dents, ſhe had ſo much the leſs Miſtruſt of the Cauſe, 
as her Miſtreſs reſtrained herſelf enough from giving 
her any Room of. making a Diſcovery of it. Never- 
thelels, as the was buſied about her, ſhe could not 
lorvear mixing in her Words, what ſhe had juſt ſeen 
ad heard. My Lady as it were Thunder-ſtruck, by 
unmediately ſeeing a Proof of the Robbery before ker 
Eyes, nevertheicts had Power caoagh in ihe Excets . 
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of her Trouble, to become Miſtreſs of her firſt Tran: 
ſports ; yet ſhe had too quick a Senſe of her Misfor- 
tune. All Things capable of caſting Deſpair and 
-Conſternation into her Soul, joined together to over- 
whelm her. Together with the terrible Conſequen- 
ces, with which ſhe thought herſelf threatened Fom 
her Huſband, ſhe found herſelf reduced in a Moment 
to Indigence, by the only Man of the World on 
whom fhe had moſt extravagantly laviſned her Sub- 
ſtance and Confidence, Being without Experience or 
Underſtanding in the Practice of Affairs, ſhe could ſee 
no Remedy for recovering the Loſs of the Caſket, and 
Kopping the Conſequences of the Robbery. In fine, 
ſeeing no Appearance of Hopes, and preferring Death 
to a Thouſand fatal Extremities that ſhe thought ine- 
vitable, the only Thought from whence ſhe drew 
any Conſolation, was to remember, that among many 


- Elixirs-came to her from her Father, and which ſhe 


had choicely preferved, ſhe had a Poiſon, of which 
he bad boaſted of the'Virtue. She did not heſitate a 
Moment in ſwallowing it, without giving the leaſt 
Notice of it to her Chamber-Maid, who on the con- 
trary imagined, that what ſhe had taken was ſome Re- 
medy for her Health. She afterwards called for a 
Pen, to give us an Account of the Reaſons ſhe had to 

ut an End to her Life, and to intereſt us even for 
the Honour of our Family, not to reveal ſuch a tra- 


gical Adventure. 


What ſhe could add to this Account ſeeming to us 
of leſs Importance than the Neceſſity of giving her 
Aſſiſtance, we cut her Words ſhort to call in her 
Chamber- Maid, whom we ordered in the moſt preſ- 
ng Terms, immediately to ſend for the firſt Phyſician 
that could be got; and to neglect nothing in the In- 
terval, the Count viſiting the Caſket of Elixirs, lucki- 
ly found among them divers counter Poiſons, with 


their Names, and diftinguiſhing Marks, and forced 


my Lady to take this Aſſiſtance. Her Oppoſition was 
long and obſtinate ; but ſhe yielded at lait from two 
Hopes he gave her ; one, that if ſhe was reſolved to 
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re aſſume a Reliſh for her Duty, her Huſband ſhould 
never be informed of the Misfortune ſhe had of in- 
juring it in his Abſence ; the other, that the very Rob- 
bery of her Papers was not yet an irreparable Miſ- 
chief; becauſe the Duplicates of them were for the 
moſt Part preſerved in the publick Regiſters ; and as 
to thoſe that it was impoſſible to make good this 
Way, they had at leaſt the Remedy of giving out 
publick and particular Advertiſements, which would 
infallibly ſecure the beſt Part of them. Theſe two 


| Motives prevailing on her to take the Aſſiſtances that 


might recal her to Life, ſhe caſt herſelf at our Knees, 
— her Promiſes appeared to us to be as ſincere as 
her Thanks. | 

There was ſo little to fear, in the Diſpoſition I now 
ſw her, that ſhe would make any Difficulty in follow- 
inz my Advice or Orders, which only tended to en- 
gage her to take Medicines, and even quit Paris 
immediately, if her Situation ſhould permit her, 1 
preſſed the Count not to delay a Moment in taking 
the neceſſary Meaſures for preventing the Conſequen- 
ces of the Robbery. He went off with this Deſign, 
The Phyficians, who came immediately, found the 
Fﬀects of the Poiſon leſs advanced than I could fan 
from the Appearances. Whether the Elixir had al- 
ready loſt its Strength, or whether it required a lon- 
ger Time to work, they aſſured me, that it had not 
yet communicated itſelf to the Vitals, and that they 
would eafily maſter it. In Reality, my Lady found 
herſelf ſo much relieved by their Care, that in leſs 
than an Hour ſhe was in a Condition to get into her 
Coach with me, and drive to the Count's Caſtle. 
This Alteration was made with ſo many Precautions, 
and ſuch Decency, that her Servants not having any 
more Suſpicion of the Cauſe of her Departure, than of 
the Reaſons of her Sickneſs, I fill comforted her by 
"A the preſent Bleſſing into the molt favourable 
Omens of what was to come; and I perſuaded her at 
length, that ſhe had nothing to fear from the Secrets 
lodged in the Count's and my Hands, 
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Nothing could excuſe me from paſſing ſome Time 
with her, as much to keep from her Madame D- 
8 , Whoſe Indiſcretion I feared would yet at- 
tempt to ſeek the Means of ſeeing her again, as to 
confirm her in thoſe Reſolutions ſhe had taken, in 
which I was not yet convinced that Neceſſity had not 
a greater Share than the Inclinations of her Heart. 80 
my Abode with her was a continual Exerciſe of Cha. 
rity and Zeal, by the Care I took Oy to Ia 
before her Eyes ever Thing that might call her ba 
to herſelf, and make her forget what ſhe had loſt. She 
opened her Mind to me in ſuch a Manner, as left me 
not the leaſt Doubt of her Repentance, and which 
| would have convinced me what ſtrong Dependance [ 
might have on her Reſolutions, if on the other Side 
her very Frankneſs had not helped to inſpire me with 
a freſh Diffidence of the future, by giving me Room 
to penetrate more and more into the natural Bottom 
of her Character. With the firſt Hints given me by 
the Count, and thoſe of a fatal Experience, which 
had but too well confirmed them, I could not lay 
hold of her. Change, nor ſhe indeed give it me, as an 
Alteration in the leaſt of her Inclinations. I was 
as well acquainted with her Heart as with my own. 1 
iaw in it a ſincere Reſolution of vanquithing thoſe In- 
clinations, with which ſhe accuſed herſelf for having 
had too much Indulgence ; but this only helped me 
to diſcover, that ſhe yet had them, and that ſhe would 
perhaps be always obliged to a Conflict with them. 
Her Condition, on which ſhe had the Ingenuity to 
open herſelf, was only a violent Condition, which 
conſequently ſuppoſed that ſhe was not in the leall 
what ſhe had an Inclination to be, and which mult 
make it doubtful, as long as the Combat ſhould Jaſt, 
to what Side the Ballance would one Day incline 
And if this Obſervation was indubitable, I had no- 


thing to expect eicher frqm her proper Efforts, or from 


the Ardour of my Zeal, to heal the Evil in its 
Source. That had been to attempt to change Na- 
tute ; an Euterprize ſurpaſling the Power ot * 
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and which Heaven is not even engaged to place ab- 
ways among the Miracles of its Grace. 

Nevertheleſs, it was of ſo little Importance for the 
Honour or Repoſe of a Huſband, whether his Wife 
were reclaimed to Virtue by a natural Reliſh, or an 
Effort of Reaſon, and F had fo little Doubt of my 
Lady's knowing how to triumph over herſelf, when 
ſhe ſhould have for a Curb, not only the Preſence and 
Looks, but even the Love and Complaiſance of my 
Brother, that if I had any Scruple upon the Renewal 
of their Union, it was not from a Doubt of the Love 
of the one, or the Fidelity of the other they ſprang. 
1 only applied myſelf to conſider what the Lot of Pa- 
{rick was going to be, who finding his Wife the ſame 
in Appearance as he had left her at his Ceparture, 
was about laviſhing on her all the Careſſes that a Huf 
band owes to a Conftancy of Duty and Love, whilit 
ſhe had abuſed them ſo cruelly, that, according to the 
common Precedents of Honour, what was his Duty 
to her was perhaps a cruel Death, or a Puniſhment 
which made his Life more inſupportable than Deatlt. 
This Reflexion did not at all proceed from an Incl> 
nation I fometimes had, of railing or magnifying Di- 
ficulties ; it is the common Manner of thinking upon 
Events of this Nature. The moſt contemptible and 
mean of all Men, being conſulted upon the Situation 
of Patrick at his Return, would judge that no Con- 
dition could be fo cruel, and conſequently to reduce 
him to it with as much Freedom as Knowledge, would 
not this be to betray him with the utmoſt Cruelty ? 
did not examine this Queſtion by the Laws of Men, 
which would have given me too much Perplexity ; 
and moreover, I had no Occaſion to conſult them, 
when Patrick's Misfortune being unknown, it was 
not the Impreſſion it might make on another, that I 
ought to take for the Foundation of my Reflexions. 
I turned myſelf to Heaven, the Laws of which are 
never equivocal, even when they do not accord with 
the Opinions of Men. It ſeemed to me, that the 
Faults of a Woman not CY either the Rights 

3 | or 


him who, had ſtole them away, a 


think, hut that ſome Part of it had deceived the Care 
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or Property, or Reliſh of a Huſband, they draw thei; 
Enormity leſs from the Wrong they do him, than 
from the Corruption of the Heart that made her com. 
mit them. Thus when Ignorance on one Side puts 
the Imagination under Shelter, and on the other Side, 
no Change is obſerved to make it doubted whether 
a Woman has been faithful to her Duty, there is in 
this nothing of the Situation of a Man betrayed to 
make it as cruel as People fancy. The Crime and her 
Shame appear in the Eyes of God only frem what 
ſhe has committed; and both the one and the other 
ſhould vaniſh equally when they are effaced by Re- 
pentance. 

But I confined myſelf to uſeleſs Diſcuſſions; and! 
ſhould have been excuſed from them by the Diſpok- 
tion Heaven had given to theſe Events, if I had been 
able to have penetrated them, Wich whatever Hope: 
J had laboured to ſooth my Siſter-in-law's Mind, a 
Remorſe fer her Weakneſs, and a Fear of her Hus 
band, had acted upon it with more Foree than all my 
Conſolations. If the Diligence of the Count O. 
8 had preſerved one Part of her Wealth, it 
nevertheleſs could not prevent many conſiderable Bills 
from paſſing immediately into ſtrange Counties with 

nd who had taken 
Care to make ſure of all the Profit he could draw 
fiom his Crime. The Sums, which there were no 
Hopes of recovering, amounted to more than two 
hundred thouſand Franks. It was not poſſible but 
Patrick, perceiving ſuch a conſiderable Loſs, ſhould 
ſhew a great deal of Curioſity, by enquiring into the 
Circumſtances of the Robbery, and that would 
ſooner or later come at further Intelligence. This 
Thought, joined to a thouſand Inquietudes, which 
augmented in Proportion as the Return of my Bro- 
ther drew near, joined to a continual Remorſe for 
having failed in Love and Fidelity to a Huſband ſo 
worthy of thoſe two Sentiments, joined perhaps to 
the Effects of the Poiſon, of which it was hard to 
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and Skill of the Phyficians, threw her into a languiſn- 


ing Sickneſs, which made me believe from the Begin- 
ning of it, that her Death was not far off. Nothing, 
was neglected for the Recovery of her Health. I did 
not leave her one Moment, and my Services were as 
eager, as if I had the moſt precious Life in the Worid 
to preſerve. The Count and his Spouſe paid her as 
much Attendance, and with as great Ardour,. as they 
could have done to Patrick himſelf. She ſeamed to 
have ſuffered much Diſturbance from the firit Viſit 
of the Counteſs ; and I eafily obſerved, that the Pre- 
ſence of a virtuous Woman was to her a dreadful 


Sight. Neverthelefs, I diſburdened her Imagination 


from one Part of this Load, by afluring her, that my 
Silter was entirely ignorant of her Adventure. 'This 
Perſuaſton that ſeemed to her a Security for the ſame 
Diſcretion in Reſpect to her Huſband, appeared to 
make her laſt Breath undiſturbed enough. She con- 
jured me not to leave her Bed-ſide. All the Intervals 
of Strength and Freedom of Mind, that her Diſtem- 
per left her, were employed in regretting her Crimes. 
She prayed me to count over her Misfortunes, by 
that Means to ſoften the Horror of them in her own 
Eyes; and ſhe told me, that knowing ſhe had not 
Reſolution enough to endure the Looks of her Huſband 
without expiring for Shame and Grief, ſhe conſidered 
it as a Favour from Heaven to ſpare her this Puniſh- 
ment, by taking away her Life during his Abſence. 
The Count and I lamented her fincerely : A Wo- 
man ſo amiable merited a different Fate; and it is yet 
to me an impenetrable Myſtery, that the moſt perfect 
Qualities of Nature are ſometimes matched with odious: 
Vices that disfigure them. The Count puſhed this 
Reflexion further. In a material Body, ſaid he, where- 
in every Thing depends on a Mechaniſm, which has 
not Rules abſolutely certain, and whoſe different 
Movements form nevertheleſs what they call the Paſ- 
ſ1ons, it does not appear to me ſo ſurprizing as to you, 
that the Inclination to Vice or Virtue ſhould be ſubject 
to great Variety and Alteration ; but what I admire, 
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added he, is, that Women have found the Art of diſ. 
guiſing their moſt contradictory Inclinations, under 
Appearances nevertheleſs reſembling each other; inſo- 
much that nothing can aid us in piercing this deceitful 
Veil, which gives to their maſt irregular Inclinations 
the ſame Outſide as to their Virtues. Would Patrrich, 
added he, have been deceived by his Wife, if length cf 
Time and Obſervations. could have given him Room 
to penetrate with a ſharp Eye through thoſe thick 
Dark neſles? Without oppoſing the Count's Reflexion, 
I defired him only to obſerve, that the Difference he 
made betwecn what he called an Inclination to Vice 
or to Virtue, proceeded Jeſs from Nature, than from 
2 thouſand Circumſtances, that are the Sources of our 
Habits. Theſe two natural Inclina tions of Love and 
Hatred, to which all the others may be referred, never 
in themſelves deſerved the Name of vicious Inclina- 
rions ; they only become ſo by the evil Quality of 
Objects, towards which we direct our Intentions ; 
This is ſo true, that of what Nature ſoever theſe Ob- 
| jets be, the Affection of the Heart is always the 
fame. Why do you hold then, added I, that Nature 
Lad given. different Appearances to one Thing that is 
not at all capable of Change. The Change at leaſt, if 
we muſt acknowledge one, not proceeding but from 
exterior Cauſes, which juſily or without Reaſon excite 
the natural Defires and Affections, it is not more 
reaſonable to with, that the Change ſhould manifeſt 
uſelf outwardly, and by ſenſible Differences, than it 
. would he to hold, that Fire takes the Colour of the 
Objects before it, and upon which its Action is always 
alike, although the Difference be ſometimes very wide 
in the Effects. 

We immediately paſſed from theſe abſtracted Ideas 
to Conſiderations more urgent. Although the Sick- 
neſs of my Siſler- in- law had been long enough to give 
Time to adviſe Patrick of it, yet the Embarraſſment 
that her Adventure gave us, and, if I durſt ſay it, 
.even the Hopes we had to get out of it by her Death, 
made us chuſe entirely to conceal it from 6 our 

etters. 
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Letters. But if every Thing had changed its Face 
by this Event, we were under no leſs Difficulties what 
Addreſs we had need to uſe in communicating to him 
ſuch ſorrowful News. His Journey, which was in- 
tended to continue but four Months, was prolonged 

new Negociations, with which he was commiſhon- 
ed by the King to the Court of Spain. His Impa- 
tience to return to Paris, was nevertheleſs the only 
Thought uppermoſt in his Letters. What Means had 
we to inform him by ours, of an Accident ſo much 
the more terrible to him, as Prudence, which was yet 
more neceſſary, did not permit us to add to it other 
Eclairciſments? That common Griefs have their 
Bounds, we knew well enough by domeſtic Expe- 
riences ; but in the Heart of ſo tender a Brother, the 
Count as uncertain as I, aſked me, if I did not ap- 
prehend that it was capable of vaſt Exceſs ; and both 
of us trembling for the Conſequences, that from 
thence ftared us in the Face, we were a_ long Time 
in taking a Reſolution, which did not at full ſtrike 
our Minds. 

In fine, not fearing that he would have ſo little 
Moderation as to-reproach me for it, when the Que- 
{tion only was to give a Demonſtration of my Affec- 
tion and Zeal to my Brothers, I thought myſelf to- 
make the Journey to Madrid. Pretences could nov 
be wanting to a Man ſo curious as I to get Experi- 
ence. This was the ſole Motive I reſolved to make 
ule of to the King; for I was willing to avoid every 
Thing that might diminiſh the Opinion his Majeſty 
had of my Brother's Steadineſs and Reſolution. My 
Silter-in-law was not enqugh known to excite: the At- 
tention of the Publick by her Sickneſs and Death ; 
this News had not yet reached St. Germain, and I did 
not doubt but we might alſo keep it concealed as long, 
as we thought convenient for our Intereſts. The Day 
following 1 went to Court, and without any Expla- 
vation obtained of the King his Licence, to make a 
Journey to Spain. He nevertheleſs aſſigned. Bounds to 
uy Abſence, but till with an obliging Motive for .. 
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According to the Hopes he had of ſeeing his Arms ſuc« 
ceed happily in Ireland, he aſked me if I would not 
make Haſte enough to ſwell his Court, . when the Suc- 
ceſs. of his Affairs would enable him to take Poſſeſſion 
of his Kingdoms. He fixed my Return to the — * 
ning of Winter, that is to ſay, when at the End of 
the Campaign he ſhould be able to make a Judgment 
of his Fortune. Vain Expectation, which failed by a 
Train of Events quite oppoſite But for the ſame 
Reaſon, he ſome Weeks before dropped the Deſign of 
ſending me to freland to bring over my Lord Lynch's 
Treaſure. Whatever Facility he had found in doing 
fo according to his firſt Views, when he imagined that 
J might have been ſeconded by his Troops, he then 
judged ſo favourably of this Expedition, that thinking 
bimfelf every Day at the Eve of a ſignal Victory, he 
reckoned upon going to receive this I reaſure with his 
own Hands. | | 


— 
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WAs confidently determined to go to. Madrid, 
L and my Preparations never requiring much Time 
or Pains, I did not put off my Departure further than 
the Day following. An Accident,. that never ſo much 
as came into my Mind, delayed my Journey, and 
very near obliged me to abandon it altogether. Could 
any one imagine what Obſtacles they were that had 
been capable of ſtopping me, if I did not declare be- 
fore-hand, that this was the only one that could make 
me relinquiſh any Thing even more urgent; gr, with 
the ſame View, form Enterprizes a thouſand times: 
more toilſome and difficult? 


Nothing 


he Dean of Col ERATxx. 93 
Nothing appearing to lay us under the Obligation 
of imparting the Death of my Siſter- in- law, nor the 
Deſign of my Journey to Sarah FHFicer, I propoſed 
to take my Leave of her with the ordinary Marks of 
Eſteem and Affection, without ſpeaking, to her other- 
wiſe of my Departure, than to recommend to her the- 
Care of her Health during my Abſence.. Neverthe- 
leſs, upon my Arrival from St. Germain, I underſtood. 
that ſhe had pe ru for me ſeveral Times with great 
Eagerneſs ; and going to her, my Aſtoniſſiment was: 
extremely great to hear her ſpeak not only of the 
Death of my Siſter- in law, but of the Project of my 
Tourney, as if ſhe had been informed of it by myſelf, 
or by the Count, even in the moſt minute Circum- 
ſtances. Some Words, which eſcaped: her in the 
Warmth of divers Motions, of which I did not of a: 
Sudden diſcover the Nature, gave me alſo to under- 
ſtand, that ſhe was not at all ignorant of the Adven- 
tures of her Rival, or that ſhe knew at leaſt every. 
Thing relating to them, which had not been conk- 
ded only to the Count's and my Diſcretion. I looked 
on her with Surprize, expecting where this Prelude 
would end: At length, riſing off her Chair with ſo 
vriſk an Action, that I could not for a-long Time un- 
derſtand myſelf to be the Cauſe of it: Ah]! my dear 
Dean, faid ſhe, do you think I will let you go alone 
to Spain, and when Heaven reſtores me to Life by 
ſach happy Events, is there any Perſon elſe in the 
World to whom I can truſt the Succeſs of my Hopes?” 
am acquainted with your Friendſhip by the molt ge- 
nerous Proofs, and if I could chuſe to repoſe my In- 
tereſts on any other than myſelf, | ſhould not go fur- 
ther to look for a. Protector or Agent. But what Þ, 
ilk of you at preſent is to be my Guide. Lead me, 
ated ſhe, with a more open and declared Ardour ; R 
nave no more Obſtacles to-vanquiſh than in demand- 
ing the Conduct of your Prudence; I wiſh for no- 
tung but to arrive at Madrid, and T dare from thence- 
torth hope every Thing from the ſole Power of Ho- 
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Having had Time to recover myſelf during this Diſ- 
courſe, I apprehended a Thing, which I now confeſs, 
that the Multitude of my Notions and Occupations did 
not hitherto permit me to conſider on ;. that is to ſay, 
that the Death of my Siſter-in-law. gave juſt Hopes io 
Sarah, and that in Effect not having any Thing more. 
than Grief to combat in my - Brother's Heart, it was 
not impoſſible but he might take for her thoſe Senti- 
ments, which, as I have remarked a thouſand Times, 
it bad afflicted him not to be in a Capacity of paying 
her. Why. ſhould he continue ohſtinate in refuſing, 
her his Heart ? Would he not find there all the Vir- 
tue and Charms that he could not poſſibly forbear ad- 
miring? J even thought that her. Patience, in the 
Midſt of ſo many Misfortunes, had given to them a 
new Luſtre; and whether it were that my Love for 
her had magnified her Accompliſhments. in my Eyes, 
or whether ſhe bad really drawn theſe Advantages 
from Adverſity, I had remarked a thouſand Times 
ſince ſhe had been at the Count's,. that her Wat, her 
Sweetneſs, her Politeneſs, were improved and wrought 
up to Perfection by continual Advancements. 'The 
Moment I was making theſe Reflexions on what was 
paſt, I could not avoid one Remark on the preſent, 
that ſtruck all my Attention. As I perceived the was 
informed of the Irregularities of my Siſter- in- law, I 
could not but admire, that ſhe never dropped an ill- 
natured Reflexion, or the leaſt Mark of that inſulting 
Joy, which Ladies ſo commonly. do over the Misfor- 
tunes of a Rival Scarce.did. ſhe. pronounce her Name, 
and this Effort on herſelf redoubled the Opinion I al- 
ways had of her Mildneſs and Modeſty. 

In the mean Time, her Propoſals, which I ſo little 
expected, threw me into a Perplexity from whence I 
could not eafily recover. I had need. of ſome Delibe- 
ration to examine whether they did not injure any 
Right. Could a Marriage diſſolved with a good deal 
of Noiſe be renewed ? And if the Divorce had been 
law ful, could it be cemented together again by a new 
Lien ? Moreover, what Appearance was there of dil- 
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ſmg Patrick to receive a new Spouſe the Moment 
be heard of the Loſs of her whom he had loved ex- 
cluſive of all others ? This laſt Thought, being (uf- 
cient of itſelf to furniſh me with an Anſwer, 1 turn} 
ed over the Diſcuſſion of the others to a Seaſon more 
free 3 and without making any further Objection to 
Sarah, than what ſo naturally occurred, I aſked her, 
if the firſt Moments of Grief were a proper Time to 
give a good Iſſue to her Hopes. She agreed in the 
Force of this Obſtacle; but not continuing from thence 
leſs ſteady in her Reſolution, ſhe propoſed to me a 
thouſand Expedients, that ſhe thought capable of re- 
conciling all Difficulties. I will be exactly careful, 
ſaid ſhe, not to appear at firſt with you. You ſhall 
ſee him alone, and inform him of his Loſs. Your 
Zeal and Prudence ſhall be beſtowed in moderatin 
the firſt Motions of his Grief ;z and when you think 
him diſpoſed to receive my Viſit, I will labour in my 
Turn to make him reliſh my Conſolations. If it be 
the Pleaſure of being beloved, that he regrets, alas! 
he ſhall ſoon ſee, that what he has remaining of that 
Pleaſure ſurpaſſes every 'Thing he has loſt. 

T his Exceſs of Love and Goodneſs drew Tears from 
my Eyes, and Compliments and Praiſes from my 
Lips; but ſtill afraid of a Project, in which I thought 
I Ra a Thouſand inſurmountable Difficulties, if I was 
not {tiff in condemning it, I at leaſt infiſted that it 
ſhould be communicated to the Count and Counteſs of 
8 , and I made my Conſent depend on their 
Anſwer. How great was the Grief of Sarah, when 
ſhe found them in no leſs Oppoſition to her Defires ? 
In her firſt Motions ſhe proteſted to me, that noching 
was capable of ſlaying her; and that if I refuſed to 
{erve her as a Guide, ſhe ſhould know how. to find the 
Road to Spain without me, and to get to Madrid as 
quickly as I ſhould, I confidered then whether her 
Intereſt itſelf and that of Patrick, ſhould not oblige 
me to abandon the Defign of my Journey. My Let- 
ters might lead my Brother by Degrees into the Know- 
ledge of his Loſs, and in like manner n in- 
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ſpire into him thoſe Conſolations that might reſtore 
eace to his Mind. I imagined I had a Foreſight, 
that after having as it were exhauſted in his Abſence 
the firſt Impetuofity of his Grief, he would be ſatis- 
fied enough to find here a more agreeable Remedy in 
the Love of a Lady, whom he never had hated, and 
by whom he was ſure of having been conſtantly be- 
loved, I ſhould perhaps have fixed in this Refolution, 
if the Counteſs had not ſucceeded by other Motives to 
make Sarah change hers. She repreſented to her, that 
without looking on her as a Woman that had any 
other Relation to my Brother than from the Deſires 
of Love, Decency impoſed Laws on her, which ſhe 
ſeemed to forget. This Advice, -without perhaps 
having all the Solidity in it that the Counteſs perſua- 
ded herſelf it had, made ſo great an Impreſſion on a 
Nature fo virtuous as Sarah's, that it ſtifled her moſt 
impetuous Defires. But with what Ardour did ſhe 
not then conjure me to embrace her Intereſts, ſince 
ſhe had loſt the Hopes of ſolliciting them herſelf. She 
repeated to me twenty Times, even the Terms and 
Expreſſions with. which ſhe defired me to ſerve her. 
She would write them down, and charge me with her 
Letter. It was after a thouſand Reaſonings and a 
thouſand Efforts, that I obliged her to own the Power 
of my firſt Objections, and confeſs, that Precipitation 
was no Way expedient for her Hopes. 

In. fine, I had the Liberty to go alone, and m 

Diligence correſponding with my Zeal, I ſcarce wok 
any neceſſary Reſt during fo long a Journey. Patrick 
received me with an Openneſs of Heart, which all at 
once gave me Room to judge, that I ſhould find in this 
amiable Brother all the good Qualines that had ren- 
dered his Friendſhip ſo precious to me. There did not 
ſubſiſt in his Memory the leaſt Traces of our Differen- 
ees. But the Haſte and Eagerneſs with which he en- 
uired aſter News from his Spouſe, declared to me 
moſt as ſpeedily, all the Difticulties of my Enter- 
prize. He renewed the Complaints, which he had 
often made by Letters, of the too long Time ſhe took 
8 . in 
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in anſwering his; and all in a Breath aſking me a hun · 
dred Queſtions of her Health, her Employments, and 
her Love for him, he did not relieve my Embarraſſ- 
ment, otherwiſe than by the Right he gave me of an- 
ſwering him with the ſame Confuſion. I had leſs Dif- 
ficulty in giving a probable Colour to my Journey. 
The Defire of ſeeing him, and the Opportunity, that 
his Reſidence at Madrid had given me to get ſome 
Knowledge of Spain, were ſuch natural Reaſons, that 
thereby perſuading him of my Views, they inſpired him 
with all the Warmth I wiſhed to give me Satisfaction. 
It was in the Wanderings and Abſence of Mind, that 
this Exerciſe might cauſe him, wherein I hoped to 
ind a favourable Moment for my Deſign, and not be- 
ing preſſed by Time, which afforded me as many 
Days to ehuſe out of as he had till his Return to France, 
I had not the leaſt Doubt, but that an Enterprize 
conducted by ſo many Steps and Precautions, would 
in the End have the Succeſs that I had ventured to- 
promiſe myſelf from it. . 
This Facility in flattering myſelf increaſed yet more 
by a Diſcovery I made during my firſt Days, and 
which an Appearance of Truth made me in a. 
Senſe proper indeed to augment it. By the Care I 
took of infarming myſelf from my Brother's Servants, 
what Acquaintance he had made at Madrid, I under- 
ſtood, that he familiarly viſited a young Lady, whoſe: 
Merit had made an Impreſſion on him. She was a. 
Widow, and that Condition giving her the Freedom. 
of receiving Strangers, he ſpent at her Houſe almoſt 
all the Time he did not employ in his Bufineſs. Per- 
haps I ſhould have relaxed a little from my Principles, 
by defiring that he had taken an Inclination for her; 
and even the Intereſt of Sarah Fincer did not prevent. 
me in the leaſt from wiſhing her this Obſtacle. Be- 
ſides, as I could not have a Fancy firong-enough to 
make me fear any conſiderable Difficulty to over- 
come, this was the ſurmounting one ſo powerful as 
the making myſelf Maſter of his Grief, that all the 
reli appeared to me a mere Jeſt. If I had not been 
TH ab 4, * | aſlured 
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aſſured by himſelf all at once of his. Inclinations for 
a Woman, whoſe Charms were ſo highly exalted, this 
was only to draw from thence more Advantage in 
making ſubſervient to my Deſigns, thoſe Lights and 
Hints that I would have endeavoured to have procur- 
ed ſome other Way, without his having the leaſt Miſ- 
truſt of it. 

Many Perſons being named to me, from whom I 
— procure Informations, I contented myſelf in 
making an Acquaintance with a Spanifs Gentleman, 
who often viſited the ſame Lady, and who, ſpeaking 
French, every one had an eaſy Acceſs to him, who 
could diſcourſe him in that Language. From the only 
Quality of- Friend to this Lady, I ſhould have thought 
him linked to her by the ſame Motives, that I deſired 
Patrick ſhould be, if in the firſt Opportunity I had to 
talk to him of her he had not drawn a Portrait of the 
Lady that did not appear to me to proceed from the 
Pencil of a Lover. He repreſented her to me as an 
experienced and diſciplined Coquette, who under a 
falſe Semblance of Modeſty and Gentleneſs, concealed 
all the Artifice, of which a Woman, ſeeking only to 
Pleaſe, is capable, and who not limiting herſelf to 
bold a ſingle Lover in her Chains, laboured continu- 
ally to extend her Conqueſts, with the Care only of 
diſguiſing herſelf with ſuch Addreſs, that every one 
of her Favourites might think himſelf confident of 
having no Rival. He himſelf had been cured of an 
unhappy Paſſion, that he had a long Time nouriſhed 
for her, by the Experience he had found of her Trea- 
chery, which nevertheleſs did not hinder, but that 
the Eſteem he had of her Wit, and a hundred un- 
common Qualities, which he yet acknowledged in 
her, had made him conſerve for her a kind of Attach- 
ment, which he rather choſe to call a Fancy or Re- 
liſh for her, than a. Friendſhip. When he under- 
ſtood from me in the Sequel of our Converſation, that 
Patrick was my Brother, he plainly declared, that ſee- 
ing him very aſſiduous about this fair Widow, he little 
- doubted but that Love had the greateſt- W his 
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Viſits; and he counſelled me moreover to give him 
ſuch Advice, as 1 ſhould think proper, to preſerve 
him from the Danger. At leaſt Iam convinced, add - 
ed he, that he makes it his Study to pleaſe her, and 
offered to make me judge of it by my own Eye» 
Sight. | | 
Far from being affrighted at this Picture, it was 
exactly an Inclination of this Sort, that I ſhould have 
thought capable of amuſing Patrick enough to render 
him leſs ſenſible of the Wound I was about giving him.; 
without expoſing him nevertheleſs to- the ſoftening of 
his Heart enough, ſo as not eafily to receive a Re- 
medy, which would be perhaps in the End much 
ſtronger than the Evil. I accepted the Spaniſb Gentle- 
man's Offer with Joy, and the ſame Day informing. 
my Brother of the Opportunity I had of converſing 
with a Lady of his Acquaintance, I put off my Viſi 
no further than to the next Day. You will ſee, ſaid 
he coldly, a Lady of diſtinguimed Merit, and you 
will have no need of any other Perſon than me to in- 
troduce you to her. I found in what he ſaid an Ai 
of Confidence, that confirmed all my Notions. I 
had even ſo little Doubt thereof, -that I could not de- 
fend myſelf from ſome Reflexions upon the Incon- 
ſtancy of the Heart, which one ſingle Paſhon was not 
{afficient to poſſeſs entirely; and if this Thought gave 
me more Hope than ever of adjuſting Matters eaſily 
with Patrick, it perhaps ſerved to inſpire me with a 
more ſtrong Compaſſion than I had ever felt for my 
Siſter-in-law. | x 

Patrick put me in Mind himſelf of the Engagements 
he was under with me. Having / preſented me to 
Donna Figuerrez with a Character, ſuch as was decent 
from the Mouth. of a Brother, he gave me Room 
ſoon. to eive the Conſiderations ſhe had for him. 
L ſhould have began my Obſervations from the firſt 
Moment, if the Span Gentleman, who was already 
in the Aſſembly, had not come up to me ſo near as 
to engage me in a particular Converſation, which I 
cauld not avoid. The Remains W 
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which he yet preſerved from his Adventure, without 
Doubt induced him to give me a Character of his Ri- 
vals. One of them, whoſe Mien and Figure were 
very prepoſſeſſing, had been the firſt Lover of Donna 
Figuerrez, after the Death, and perhaps, added he 
maliciouſly, in the laſt Seaſon of her Huſband's Life. 
Poſſibly he is the only Perſon whom ſhe has ever loved 
Gnebeeh but being without any Eſtate, it would be- 
come too great a Clog to her in the moderate Fortune 
_ the 3 if ſhe ſhould be touched with a Conitan- 
cy ſo as not to make her think of any Body but 
him. It would not be impoſlible in this Manner to 
2 her Coquetry in its Source. However that may 
, a Misfortune, ſtill worſe than Poverty, obliged this 
Lover to remove from Madrid the Moment ſhe had 
ſubjected to her Charms a rich old Man, whom you 
ſee there, whoſe Wealth poſſibly might have afforded 
her more Pleaſure than ſhe could have found in her 
firſt Engagement. She conſequently loſt on the Side 
of Love as much as ſhe gained on the Side of For- 
tune: But to repair this Damage, ſhe immediately 
made a new Slave of that Officer, continued. he, point- 
-ing to him oppoſite to me, whom ſhe has deſtined to 
Fulfil the Functions of the abſent. It was about this 
Juncture, added he, that I took up for her that fatal 
Paſſion, which has a long Time blinded me. I am 
rich, and of an Age that has nothing in it forbidding, 
no more than there is in my Form. She appeared to 
be charmed with my Application and Diligence, and 
all the Addreſs in the World was employed to con- 
firm my Defeat. Ignorant of what the Sequel made 
me luckily diſcover, I thought myſelf the ſole Ma- 
Ker of a Heart, that I judged to be of an ineſtimable 
Price, or at leaſt 1 but a ſlight: Jealouſy on the 
Score of the old Man, who had not Steadineſs of 
Mind enough to diſguiſe a good Fortune, of which 
he thought himſelf the ſole Poſſeſſor. I remarked to 
Her ſome Alarms, which ſhe turned into Banter, In 
one Word, the Officer being more reſerved, and en- 
joying in private thoſe Rights he had acquired, 
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the old Man , in my Eyes for a Rival little 
dangerous in her Wiſhes, whom I ſaw reduced to 
ſome favourable Looks, we aſſociated ourſelves all 
three in the ſame Happineſs ; and perhaps my Illu- 
ſion would have yet continued, if the firſt Lover had 
not come to draw me out of it againſt my Will. 
Having obtained Licence to return to Madrid, he im- 
mediately took the Place he had abandoned; and if 
he perceived he had got Competitors, the Preſence of 
the old Man and mine, which was always accom pa- 
nied with many Liberalities, of which he had a 
Share, did not at all wound his Delicacy. But not 
thinking himſelf in the leaſt obliged to the ſame Con- 
ſtraint, which ſhe had the Art of exacting from others, 
he betrayed himſelf by ſo many Indiſcretions, that 
they opened my Eyes ; and without breaking too 
harſhly with the Lady, I retrenched myſelf inſenſibl 
in a Commerce of Friendſhip. with her, in which 1 
have yet the Weakneſs to find ſome Pleaſure. The 
Tranquillity of this Affection makes. me reliſh with- 
out Bitterneſs all the Qualities, that I cannot help 
obſerving in her. I join to this Satisfaction a Plea- 
ſure, which you perhaps will think leſs innocent; that 
is, of watching her Conduct, and obſerving with 
what Addreſs ſwells every Day the 'Train of her 
Lovers: A Collection of my Diſcoveries would com- 
ſe an engaging Hiſtory full of Variety and Plea- 
ure. But what I have not yet added he, 
are the Views ſhe has on my Lord, your Brother, and 
the Manner in which he anſwers them. I know the 
Original of their Acquaintance. She is Niece and 
Heireſs of our A ador in France ; the Opportu- 
nity of living in the ſame Neighbourhood, gave ber 
the Means of making an Acquaintance with an ami- 
able Man, under Pretence of enquiring after the Health 
of her Uncle. See with what Care ſhe ſeeks to pleaſe 
him ; obſerve the Attention ſhe ſhews for every Word 
that drops out of his Mouth, and the Air of F | 
that accompanies all her Anſwers, He will fall inte 
the Snare, if he has not the Misfortune to be already 
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I penetrated into this diſguiſed Cheat, and did not 
"Nevertheleſs the Poſture and Diſcourſe of Patrick 


 kimſelf, | 


Queſtions I ſhould lay him under the Neceflity of 
diſcovering himſelf. You have ſeen Donna Figuerrez, 
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formed you of the Reaſons I have for ſeeing her. He 
continued to tell me, that having made an Acquain- 


a Share of the Events of his Life. The Hiftory of 
in the Sequel the Power of diſſembling from her his 


tain ſome Reſentment againſt his Spouſe, which might 
| | pa m 
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caught, and you will do him a brotherly Office, by 
giving him Notice of it. 

I perceived indeed, that Donna Figuerrez was whol- 
ly taken up by her Attentions on Patrick, The Mo- 
ment I 2 my Eyes on her, having done hearken- 
ing to the Gentleman, I obſerved the Tone ſhe uſed 
in ſhewing her Satisfaction or Admiration, Prepoſſeſ- 
fed by the Account I had juſt heard, and even full of 
my Adventure with Madame De $ » I thought 


find her as deceitful as ſhe was repreſented to me, 


continued to make me think, that he was more daz- 
zled than I, and I did not in the leaſt doubt in ſeeing 
him ſuſtain the ſame Air of Prepoſſeſſion, but that he 


was more deeply engaged than perhaps he imagined 


In the Evening having the Liberty of a private 
Converſation with him, he did not wait till by my 


faid he with a ſerious Air, and you have found her 
without doubt of a Merit ſuperior to her Sex. I was 
willing to give you Time to know her, before I in- 


tance-with her, on Occaſion of ſome Letters he had 
received from the Spani Ambaſſador at Paris ; he 
had taken ſuch a Reliſh for her Wit, that in the Con- 
verſations they. had together, he had diſcovered to her 


his Marriage had not been forgotten, - and not having 


Chagrin: of having received ſo little News of his 
Spouſe, this Confidence had engaged Donna Figuerrez 
to offer him the Aſſiſtance of the Ambaſſador to. pro- 
eure an Account of her. Although it was not ve 
natural to employ a Way ſo foreign, when he had 

his Family at Paris, the Fear leſt we ſhould ſtill re- 
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wake them too cold in his Service, had made him ac - 

t her Offers, which were inconvenient or improper 
for no Body to do. The firſt Letters of the Ambaſſa- 
dor had filled him with a thouſand Notions, which he 
could not yet clear up. They had repreſented my 
Siſter-in-law in a Condition ſo brilliant, that he could 
not again know the Situation he had left her in. The 
Ambaſlador in praiſing her Charms, af which he af- 
firmed he had the Knowledge by his own Eye-ſight, 
had ſpoken of the agreeable Life ſhe led at Paris, and 
had laid her down as a Pattern of Graces united to For- 
tune and Beauty. This Letter, of which ſhe had 
read only the Articles of this Nature to Patrick, had. 
raiſed in him ſome Inquietudes, which Denso. Figaer- 
rex had obſerved. She had made but little Advantage 
from thence, towards penetrating deeper into the Se- 
crets of my Brother, and putting thoſe Things which 
ſcemed to diſturb him in a better Light, ſhe had em- 
ployed all her Addreſs to repair the Evil ſhe had im- 
prudently done. The Letters which came afterwards 
had never brought any Accounts that were not con- 
formable to the Defires and Ideas of Patrick; and as 
we had in all our Letters avoided with Care to inform 
him of any Thing that might to no Purpoſe trouble 
his Repoſe, he had come to that Paſs as to be can- 
vinced, that the Ambaſſador was deceived in his firſt 
Relation. 

You conceive, ſaid he, that with the tender Alarms 
I continually have for my Spouſe, I ought to be fond 
of an Acquaintance, which procures me every Week 
ſuch certain News-of her Health and Situation. 4 
have had the Injuſtice to believe them leſs certain from 
your Hand, and from that of my Siſter ; and I have 
had the Vexation to receive Accounts but ſeldom - 
from my Spouſe herſelf, who manifeſtly does not find 
the ſame Pleaſures in an Epiſtolary Correſpondence as 
I do. Nevertheleſs, the Ambaſſador has conſtantly 
taken the Pains to inform me of every Thing that re- 
le tes to her; and this Notice has ſerved me as a Remedy 
againſt the Toxments of. Abſence, and conſoles me 1 | 
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the new Orders of the King, which retain me yet here* 
in his Service. I ſee Doxna Figuerrez, added he, as 
a Reſource, which in favour of my Love I have huſ- 
banded at Madrid. I ſpeak ſeldomer to her of her- 
ſelf than of my Spouſe ; and the Agreeableneſs of 
her Converſation ſerves me inſtead of a Happineſs, 
which 1 can find no where but in France. 

It may eaſily be imagined, how much Admiration- 
this Diſcourſe, which ſuppoſed my Siſter-in-law living, 
and her Conduct ſtill as regular as her Affections, mult 
raiſe in me. The Fidelity of my Brother frightened 
me; and from the Indignation I had of ſeeing him fo 
cruelly deceived by Strangers, in whom I could not 
ſuppoſe the ſame Motives as I had for ſuſpending the 
Ecclairciſment of his Fate, I was ready to diſſipate all 
ſuch dangerous Darkneſs from his Eyes, that ſeemed 
neceſſarily to conceal ſome odious Myſtery. Never- 
theleſs, a Moment's Reflexion on the Importance of 
the Matter he had to penetrate, made me immediately 
moderate this Warmth. I even affected to enter into 

Patrick's Ideas, and without imparting to him what 
I had learned of the Character of Donna Figuerrez, I 
avoided every Thing that could lead us to that Con- 
verſation, in order to obtain the Liberty of diving the 
Day following into the Artifices that I would not wil- 
lingly remain ignorant of. 
o other Way offered to” procure me thoſe Diſco- 
veries, than by Means of the Span; Gentleman, to 
whom I was under the Obligations I have related. 
Notwithſtanding the Attachment he preſerved to his 
former Miſtreſs, I had perceived in him a Fund of 
Reſentment, which diſpoſed him always to give Ear to 
every new Proof he could diſcover of her Perhdy, 
and to ſet it off in the ſtrongeſt Colours, apparently to 
confirm himſelf in the Reſolution he had taken, never 
to have any Thing more to ſay to her in the Way of 
Love. I perceived the ſame alſo by other Proofs, if 
I had been deceived in this Conjecture, and thinkin 
I might open myſelf to him without any Hazard, I 
related to him all I had learned from my Brother, 
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without concealing from him that many certain Facts, 
abſolutely deſtroying all Patrick's Suppoſitions, made 
me ſuſpect Donna Figuerrex of ſome black Impoſture.. 
A Scene ſo new to him, excited all his Atdour to diſ- 
cover the ſecret Wheels of this Machine. As it was 
not from herſelf he could expect any Inſight, he con- 
cluded after a Number of Reflexions, that he could 
hope for no more certain Diſcovery of it, than from 
her Letters. He knew the Place where ſhe kept them, 
and the Pleaſure he had already formed within himſelf 
from finding her guilty of ſome new Treachery, was 
ſuch a pug Motive, that he refolved to riſque 
every Thing to make himſelf Maſter of her Secret, 
by ſtealing them, I admired, that the ſame Day he 
found the Means of ſucceeding in an Attempt, of 
which he was ſenſible of the Difficulty himſelf. He 
gave me Notice to come to him, — triumphing in 
what he had already diſcovered, as ſoon as he perceived 
me at a Diſtance, he ſhewed me a Pacquet of Letters, 
which he had carried off, with the Caſket containing 
them, | ; 

He did not inform me of the Way he had employ- 
ed to ſerve me; and whatever Satisfaction I felt in ſee- 
ing ſuch ſure Proofs in his Hands, I durſt not commend 
his Raſhneſs, which had ſomething grating in it ac- 
cording to my Principles. I even began by reproach- 
ing him for an Action fo little weighed, and inſiſted, 
that at leaſt all the Letters that had no Relation to our 
Views, ſhould have remained inviolably ſafe. He 
was obliged to read a great Number of them, to get 
to the Bottom of a horrible Combination. The Am- 
baſſador had conceived a violent Paſhon for my Siſter- 
in-law, at the ſame Time that Donna Figuerrez had 
taken up the ſame Sentiments for. Patrick, The firſt 
News he ſent to Madrid was attended with the Con- 
feſſion of his Love, which ſhe took Care not to read 
to my Brother. Obſerving on the contrary, that the 
plain Relation of my Siſter-in-law*s Diverſions had 
made a deep Impreſſion on him, and that the Diſ- 
quiet he ſeemed to ſhew, might become ſtrong enough 

| to 


108 The Dean , Cor xRALxRE. 
to make him fpeedily leave Spain, 'the had taken the 
Advantage of the Hints ſhe had drawn from him to 
engage the Ambaſſador to write nothing but What 
correſponded with the Ideas my Brother had of his 
1 5220 Her Hope was to ſoften his Heart inſenſi- 
bly, whilſt the Ambaſſador ſhould have the ſame Li- 
berty of forming his Attacks againſt that of my Siſter- 
in-law ; and when after divers Events, of which 1 
have related only thoſe that to that Time had come 
to my Knowledge, ſhe had learned the unfortunate 

Death of my Lady, ſhe from thence conceived but 
too lively Hopes of ſubduing Parrick, and of bring- 
ing him perhaps to offer her his Hand with his 
Heart. | 055 

The Ambaſſador then was among the Number of 
thoſe who had conſpired againſt the Virtue of my 
Siſter-in- law, and his Letters afforded a Proof, that he 
had not thought himſelf the moſt unhappy of them. 
He often lamented nevertheleſs in the Anſwers 10 his 
Niece's Queſtions, that the Object of his Paſſion had 
not taken up ſuch ſerious Sentiments for him, as h* 
could have defired to compleat his Happineſs. Fe 
treated her as a fickle and capricious Woman, who 
ſeemed to look for nothing but Amuſements in her 

Pleaſures, and who made the Repoſe and Satisfaction 
of a Lover the leaſt Part of her Cares. Theſe Com- 
plaints were or 7 of re-eſtabliſhing her a little in 
my Opinion: I thought I diſcovered from an unſuſ- 
pected Teſtimony, that though ſhe had ſhewed ſome 
Irregularity in her Conduct, yet ſhe had not taken up 
2 groſs Reliſh for Debauchery, otherwiſe than from 
the Levity of her Humour, or, as the Count De 
S had thought, from the Luxury and Softneſs 
of her Paſſions. Whatever Idea might be formed 
from my Recital, I owe her this Juſtice, that the Am- 
baſſador, in confeſſing the Degree of Favour he thought 
he had in her, hugged himſelf on his Reliſh for a 
Lady fo charming, as if it had been the moſt glori- 
ous Fortune Love could offer him in France. hat 
Way nevertheleſs, was there to conceive, that * 

cou 
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could have the Power of concealing from him her 
Commerce with another Lover, without believing her 
to have Subtilty enough of deceiving him by a falſe 
Outſide ? And under this -Suppvfition, © muſt not he 
have looked on her as a Coquette ſo much the more 
refined, as in ſuch a tender Age being indebted only 
to her Addreſs for her Experience, he muſt have aſ- 
cribed her Practices to the Corruption of her Mind, 
aud the natural Perverſity of her Diſpoſition? Unlefs 
one would do Honour to the great Artifice and Cun- 
ning of Madame De 8 , who had no Occaſion 
1 1 of a very long Space of Time to form her 
upils. . | 
But what was Patrick's Fate, to find himſelf fallen 
again in Spain into the Hands of a Woman of the ſame 
Character? He had nothing but the Integrity of his 
Heart to defend himſelf from it: For being ſo metho- 
dically attacked by a Lady of ſuch expert Addreſs as 
Bonna Figuerrez, I never conceived he had any other 
Means to fave himſelf from a Danger, that gained freſh 
Strength every Day. Filled with the Idea of his 
Spouſe, he could not ſo entirely loſe the Memory of 
her, as to leave Room for another Woman to think of 
pleaſing him. Thus the Coquetries and Advances of 
the Spaniſh Eady were all Toft Labour. He did not 
aſcribe her Behaviour and moſt flattering Expreſſions 
to any Thing but the natural Allurements of her Wit, 
and the gallant Turn of her Imagination, which. pre- 
vail commonly enough in Spain. This Reaſon, added 
to the Pleafure he had of receiving News of his Wife 
through her "Conveyance, gave him more Satisfaction 
in her Company, than in allthe Aſſemblies in Madrid, 
where his Merit and Birth had given him a'diftinguiſh- 
ed Reception. He had not taken the ſame Care, as I 
had, in gaining Informations, which would have made 
him look on his Acquaintance with a Woman fo irre- 
gular with another Eye. He was then her fincere 
Friend, and all the Shifts ef Coquetry kad never raiſed 
in him a more tender Paſſion. 
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| Having read over all the Ambaſſador's Letters wich 


great Attention, I engaged the Gentleman to diſpoſe 
again in Order all thoſe that had no Relation to our 
Deſign into the Caſket, and prevailing on him to leave 
the others with me, I thanked him for a Service, by 
which I was fully convinced he fought to ſatisfy his 
own Curioſity rather than mine. It remained for me 
to turn ſo many important Pieces to Account, I re- 
preſented to my Imagination, what had been the Con- 
fuſion of Donna Figuerrex, when learning from my 


Brother that I was come from Paris, and that having 
not been ignorant of the Death of my Siſter-in-law, it 


had been the firſt News I had imparted to him on my 
Arrival. She had thought indeed all her . Defigns 
overturned ; but one Glance of her Eye having given 
her Room to remark the Tranquillity of Patrick, ſhe 


had immediately judged, that for ſome. Reaſons I had 


to conceal her Death from him, it was impoſſible he 
was informed of it ; and keeping cloſe to this Thought, 


me had made no Change in her ordinary Gaiety. 


Nevertheleſs, ſhe did not think my Silence to be with- 


out ſome Myſtery, and her Impatience to diſcover it 
left her no Reſt. Thus at the very Time I thought 


myſelf of viſiting her privately, to engage her per- 


| haps whether ſhe would or no in being ſerviceable to 
my principal Deſign, ſhe had the ſame Paſſion to talk 
to me; and at my Return to Patrick's I found a 
| Billet, wherelgy ſhe preſſed me to go to her Houſe, 


I went there immediately, The Advantage ſhe 


might be to me, reduced her to conduct with Addreſs 


the ſorrowful Overtures ſhe had to make to Patrick. 4 
made light of his Deſigns, which did not ſeem much 
to be feared on that Side ; and Knowing nevertheleſs 


the Power ſhe had over his Mind, I did not doubt 
. but ſhe would have the ſame Cuuning to conſole as 


to pleaſe him. It was. of little Importance to whom 


'] was. to have been indebted- for this Obligation, and 
- ſhe who was capable of inſpiring me with Gratitude, 
laid me under no Neceſſity of granting her my Eſteem, 
She received me with an Air of Sweetneſs and Infi- 


. uation, 
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nuation, which obliged me to be watchful over her 
Views. The Example of Madame De te- 
turned upon my Mind without Intermiſſion. It gave 
me nevertheleſs great Advantages over her, that. ſhe 
confeſſed upon beginning our Converſation, that ſhe 
built great Hopes * my Goodneſs; and eontinuing 
in the ſame Tone, ſhe told me, that ſhe had ſufficient 
Eſteem for my Brother, to wiſh, that he would take 
an Inclination for her; that having been informed 6f 
the Death of his Spouſe, ſhe had not judged it ſeaſon- 
able to give him an Account of it, and t atT had ap- 
parently ſome Reaſon to keep it a Secret from him, 
ſince it did not appear that I had given him the leaſt 
Hint of it; that her Reaſon for concealing it was the 
Fear of giving too great an Affliction to a Man, for 
whom ſhe had the moſt tender Affection, though ſhe 
had not been yet happy enough to touch his Heart ; 
that ſhe knew from oh continual Confeſſions, the live- 
ly Paſhon he was prepoſſeſſed with, and that foreſee- 
ing the Exceſs of Grief to which he would abandon 
himſelf upon diſcovering- her Death, ſhe had wiſhed 
to inſpire im a little with Love, before .ſhe opened 
his Misfortuge to him, with the View of he. 
him againſt uch unforeſecn Strokes; that if I woul 
lend my Aſſiſtance to her Deſign, by deferring in Con- 
cert with her thibſe Diſcoveries that might be eafily 
ſuſpended, ſhe did not defpair of triumphing in the 
End over his Heart; and that by informing myſelf of 
her Birth and Rank in the World, I 7 find per- 
haps, that ſhe was not altogether unworthy of bear- 
ing one Day the Name of my Siſter- in law. | 

From theſe Words and a thouſand Perſuaſions ſhe 
added to them, during the Doubt I left her infor ſome 
Time by my Silence, I pauſed only on the Propoſal 
for deferring the Diſcovery I was to make my Brother 
for as long a Time as ſhe wiſhed .for the Succeſs. © 
her Views. Setting all the reſt aſide, I anſwered her 
after ſome Moments Conſideration, that my Biother 
thinking his Spouſe yet alive, his Error obliged him 
to the ſane Fidelity for - matrimonial „ 
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and that conſequently I could not enter into a Com- 


bination, which expoſed him to wander from his Duty, 
But for what Reaſon, ſaid I, ſhould we take fo lon 

and ſo uncertain a Time? Is it not more natural, 21 
more conformable. to your Deſires, to take Advan- 
tage from the Diſcovery that we now ſtop at, of the 


preſent Reliſh my Brother has for your Merit, and to 


poſtpone inſpiring him with more tender Sentiments, 
till after the Service you ſhall have done him by mak- 


- Ing your Wit and the Power of your Charms help to 


his Conſolation ? -Gratitude will perhaps procure you 
that Favour, which you lament not to have obtained 
from his Love. 'The End of theſe Words had not all 
my ordinary Sincerity in them; but it was ſufficient at 


the ſame Time, that my Sincerity was not injured by 


Pl 


them with a Woman from whom I had nothing to 
expect but Artifice, She ſeemed to reliſh my Advice, 
and without informing me what Means ſhe intended 


.to employ, ſhe took upon her the Charge of acquaint- 


ing my Brother with his Loſs, and the Reaſon of 


my Journey. 


The Days following I avoided going to her Houſe, 


Whatever Method ſhe had choſen to begin with, I 


-- 


perceived Patrick did not enjoy his uſual Tranquillity; 


and not doubting the Cauſe of his Troubles, I was ſur- 


prized he did not open himſelf to me by more pro- 


- feſſed Declarations of his Diſquict. In fine, four Days 
bad not paſſed over, when returning in the Evening 


to his Houſe, from whence I took Care not to be ab- 


. ſept, he came up into my Apartment with 4 furious 


Air, and his Voice being in a Manner ſtifled. by the 


Violence of his Agitations, he threw himſelf into an 


Elbow-Chair, where he continued ſome Time with- 


. out the Power of ſpeaking a Word. He recovered 


Speech nevertheleſs, but it was to addreſs Heaven 


with a thouſand Complaints of his Fate, before he 


* 


once turned his Eyes on me. I prevented him. What 
Tranſport ! ſaid I, and what have you heard terrible 
enough to diſturb you to this Exceſs? Ah I all your 


Lonjectures will never come near it, anſwer he, 


T edoubling 
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redoubling his Fury, and if you knew with what Hor- 
rots they come to empoiſon my Mind, you will de- 
teſt the Malice of Men, which ſeems to employ itſelf 
againſt nothing but Innocence and Virtue. Hear mr, 
hear me, added he, with an Air that did not promife a 
very coherent Difcourfe, and you who make Honortr 
and Virtue your Profeſſion, learn from the Example of 
another what Recompence you are to expect frofn 
them? Are not all Men of Honour, and Women of 
Virtue in the World intereſted herein? And mingling 
his Words with a great Number of Exclamations, he 
told me, that Donna Figuerrez, having for many Days 
paſt given him a Foreſight of an important Secret, 
that ſhe ſeemed under a Perplexity to impart to him, 
had at length juſt then made him a horrible Relation 
of his Wits that ſuch black Impoſtures had not given 
him one Moment's Trouble, fince they were not a:- 
tended with the leaſt Air of Probability; that he 
would make me judge of it myſelf, me, who had ſo 
long and familiar an Acquaintance with her, and who 
had always had ſo many Lights to let me into the 
Bottom of her Character; that inſtead of that Mo- 
deſty, which I knew ſhe had, and whereof one might 
ſay ſhe was a finiſhed Model for her Sex, Donna Fi- 
guerrex had aſcribed to her a laſcivious and diſſolute 
Conduct; that they had repreſented her at Paris, as 
having a Reliſh for all Sorts of Debauchery, ſhe, 
whom he had left, as I well knew, at the Count's 
Caſtle, and who had always preferred the Solitude of 
the Country to her living at Paris, But, what he 
could not repeat without Indignation and Fury, ſhe 
ſpoke of her as of a Woman of Intrigue, who was 
well known by more than one Affair of Gallantry, - 
and who did not pique herſelf upon ng her Lo- 
vers with too t Rigour. It was Donna Figuerrez, 
who had vomited out to him all theſe Horrors, and 
who had ſo little Shame as to lay a Streſs upon them, 
as upon a Piece of important Service ; ſhe, whom he 
had taken hitherto for his Friend, and whom he had 
Judged to have as much Goodneſs and Candour, as 
F 3 Wit 
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Wit and Charms, He could not nevertheleſs accuſe 
her of being the Author of ſuch a black Excess of 
Calumny, and knowing that ſhe had a Correſpond- 
ence by Letters from France, he choſe rather to per- 
ſuade himſelf, that ſhe had been deceived by ſome 
ſcandalous Intelligence: But in the Heat wherewith 
he was raiſed by ſo many infernal Accuſations, ſhe 
roteſted that ſhe had advanced nothing of which ſhe 
Fad not the Proof and Particulars in a Number of 
Letters. She imagined, continued Patrick, that 
ſhould have the Credulity to believe her on her Word, 
1 demanded the Proof ſhe offered by her Letters, and 
I ſhould have been willing indeed to have acknow- 
_ ledged, that it was ſome perfidious Wretch, that durlt 
ſo impudently truſt the Malignity of his Heart to Pa- 
per. But what is it come to ? Donna Figuerresz, hay- 
ing excuſed herſelf a long Time, under the Pretence 
of not ſetting People together by the Ears, at length 
, pretended to go ſearch for the pretended Letters, and 
. Teturning the ſame Inſtant with diſſembled Exclama- 
tions, complained of the Loſs of a Caſket, wherein all 
| her Papers were locked up. Judge, added Patrick, 
what an Impreſſion ſuch a coarſe Artihce myſt make 
.on me. I quitted her immediately, thinking 1 did 
her a Favour in not loading her with Injuries, and | 
have ſwore never to ſee her more. 1 „ Fett, 
Nevertheleſs, added he, looking on me with a 
mournful Eye, is it not true that I am the moſt un- 
happy of all Men living? What would this Figuerrm 
have with me? What Reaſon has induced her to de- 
ſtroy the Reputation of my Wife, and ta ſill my Ima- 
gination with ſuch dreadful Chimeras 2 Is it: ſhe 'who 
a * invented them? Has ſhe in Reality received them 
from the Spaniſb Ambaſſador, or from ſome otber 
Correſpondent? Ah! if I durſt think that Sarah 
Fincer had been capable of ſuch an unworthy Re- 
venge , Vp | 
jy REEL him, and this reſpectable Name ſeem- 
ed to me to be ſo unſeaſonably mixed among ſuch 2 
Number of Invectives, that I made him aſhamed of 
- | & 


* 


e Dean of Cor ERA NP. ft; 
4 Suſpicion unworthy of him. I had liſtened patient- 
ly till now, and reflecting upon every Word I heard, 
7 found no Difficulty in comprehending the ful! 
Meaning of what he had related. It was evident to 
me, that Donna Figuerrez had thought ſhe had take: 
the moſt prudent Courſe to prepare him for the News 
of his Loſs, by informing him, that his Wife deſerv- 
ed to be little regretted. The Letters ſhe would have 
produced were thoſe I had in my Hands. So Patrri:t, 
who did not ſee me give any Sign of Amazement, 
nor any other Mark of Diſturbance and Heat, but ar 
the Name of Sarah Fincer, appeared to look on me 
with ſome Air of Confuſion. It ſeemed, notwithſtand- 


ing all his Prepoſſeſſions in Favour of his Wife, that 


my Silence raiſed ſome Doubt in his Heart, and that 
he waited for my Explanations to get rid of this Un- 
certainty; and was my Perplexity much leſs trouble- 
ſome ? Wuat could F anfwer Rim without enpaging 

too far, and of being laid under the Neceſſity ot com- 
ing all at once to-a Point, Which I Would willingty 


avoid till he were properly prepared by ſome new and 


diſcreet Management; Far from thinking as Donna 
Figuera did, that it was neceſfary to begin with the 
Infidelity of his Wife, I had thought it my Duty to 
leavehim in eternal Ignorance of this odious Article; 
and Without having any experimental Knowledge of 
Love, I Judged, that of all Loſſes, thoſe that arc 
experienced by Perfidy, are the moſt mortifying, and 
the moſt cruel: But was it poſſible to repair an In- 
diſcretion, which I had not in the leaſt foreſeen ? 
Could I do it at leaſt without falfifying Truth, whicli 
deſerved to be even yet better -hufbanded ? And fince 
ſooher br later he muſt inevitably come to the Know- 
ledge of the whole, why ſhould- I negleR an * 
tunity that Parrick himſelf threw in my Way, and by 
which I ſhould have ſpared him in ſome Sort, all the 
Troubles he had hitherto felt? 
Nevertheleſs, the Reaſons that had till now hinder- 
ed me from this Courſe, ſtill continued more forcible. 
I found in them even a new Motive in the mjurioas 
13 F 4 Doubt 
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Doubt he had raiſed in Regard to Sarah Fincer. Bei 
eaſily prepoſſeſſed againſt thoſe whom he thought il 
diſpoſed to his Wife, who could be my Security, that 
he would not have the ſame Injuſtice for me, and 
that I ſhould not become odious to him all at once, 
from the only Reaſon that I could not appear under 
as much Affliction as he for his Misfortune ? It ſeem- 
ed moreover, that Dua -Figuerrez, for the Readineſs 
ſhe ſhewed in following my Advice, did not deſerve 
to remain under the Embarraſiment into which I had 
calt her by kceping her Letters; and hong ey Co- 
quetry deſerved to be puniſhed by ſome Mortification, 
yet I had no Reaſon to contribute to her Correction. 
It depended on me, by cauſing her Letters to be pri- 
vately returned, to put her in a Conditicn, not only 
of juſtifying the Truth of her Story, but of finiſhing 
all at once the Attempt ſhe had undertaken ; and if 
there was any Fear that Patrick ſhould take up too 
vidlent a Hatred againſt the Source from whence thoſe 
frightful Diſcoveries ſhould come, there was yet ſome 
Reaſon to defire, that his Reſentment ſhould fall on 
a. Coquet, who ſought leſs to ſerve him, than to 
gratify her own Vanity and Ambition, by Iabouring 
to. ſeduce his Heart, | 

My Anſwer then bore ſuch an equivocal Turn, that 
Patrick, being eagec to lay hold of every Thing that 
| flattered his Notions, ſaw nothing in it but the Refu- 
tation of the injurious Secret of Donna Figuerres. A 
Huſband, leſs blinded by Love,. would have had ſome 
Miſtruſt of the Air and Tone I affected; for not only 
my Expreſſions, but all the exterior Motions that ac- 
companied my Voice, were conducted with. Circum- 
ſpection and Care enough not to expoſe me to the 
Reproach of - having deceived him by falſe Appear- 
ances; and J reckoned leſs upon what I laid before 
him in a favourable Light, than upon his Diſpoſition 
in hearing me: So his Reflections themſelves had a 
Tendency to the betraying me into Danger. I could 
not hear him ſpeak of his Happineſs in Tranſports, 
and to pretend to be ſo. much the more bappy in 

Proportion 
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Proportion as he ſtirred up Envy enough in People 
to provoke their Calumny and Spight, without la- 
menting his Blindneſs, and exhorting him in a Man- 
ner openly to moderate the Opinion of his Happi- 
neſs, which the Inconſtancy of human Affairs made 
ſubject to great Revolutions and Croſſes. Nothing 
was capable of making him have any Suſpicion of his 
Prepoſſeſions. He called me a thouſand Times as a 
Witneſs of the Modeſty and Virtue of his Wife; and 
not giving any Attention whether I anſwered or not, 
he continued to hugg himſelf in having a Woman fall 
to his Lot, whoſe Prudence was at leaſt equal to her 
Charms. "34 

I abandoned to Heaven the Care of healing ſuch 
powerful Prejudices without Violence; and the Day 
following employed all my Addreſs in procuring the 
Ambaſlador's Letters to be returned to Donna Figurr- © 
rex, without her ſuſpecting to whom ſhe was indebt- 
ed for this Reſtitution. I had foreſeen very juſtly, that 
ſhe ſhould no ſooner ſee this Treaſure again in her 
Hands, but ſhe would give Notice of it to my Bro- 
ther, [Je heſitated whether he would return to her 
Houſe again, and informing me of the Motives ſhe 
had to pray him to do ſo, he jeſted with me on he: 
Obſtinacy, which began to give him a Suſpicior that 
there was ſome Medly of Love in it. His Viſit was 
ſhort, I ſaw him return, penſive indeed; and his 
Countenance enough dejefted to perſuade me, that 
his Mind was not in a State of Tranquility ; but o 
determined nevertheleſs to reje& all Kinds of Diſco- 
veries, that affecting a Smile, as ſoon as he ſaw me, 
he ſaid in an ironical Tone, that he had juſt come 
from ſeeing the Maſter-piece of the Malignity. I 
have read many Letters, added he, which indeed 
contain Part of what ſhe has related to me; yet you 
will not have a Moment's Doubt, but that Donna Fi- 
fuerrez has had them written ſince Yeſterday, to re- 
Pur wet Imprudence, in having been a little too for- 
ward, 
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I confeſs this great Truſt raiſed my Embarraſiment 
to the Height; I made no Reply but by a Motion of 
my Head, which did not hinder him from proceeding, 
But, added he, what you will have a Difficulty to 
comprehend, it is ſo extraordinary, ſhe has carried her 
Aſſurance ſo far, that being ps at my Refuſal to 


give my Aſſent to what ſhe affirmed, and apparently 
to ſtrengthen her Calumnies, the maintained to my 
Face, that my Wife is dead. Moved with Indigna- 
tion in ſpite of me at this ridiculous Piece of News, I 
could not forbear anſwering her moſt ſeriouſly, that 
vou had arrived very lately from France, and that 
without Doubt ſte had forgot to have ſeen you at her 
Houſe within theſe two Days. She told me, that 
— knew, as well as ſhe did, of the Death of my 
ife, and that I might have from you the ſame Al- 
ſurances. This extravagant Effrontery made me leave 
her Apartment without making any Reply. | 
Notwithſtanding the undiſturbed and ſmiling Air he 
yet laboured to maintain, he looked on me fo atten- 
tively daring his Diſcourſe, that I ſtood in Need of 


all my Steadineſs to __ from changing Coume- 


nance. I confidered,. as J litened to him, what Tone 
I fhould uſe in making him an Anſwer, and when he 
had done, I found nothing more ready to ſay to him, 
than to make a fimple Reflexion upon the Ardour of 
Donna Figuerrex, whoſe Motives I aſcribed to thoſe 
Sentiments of Love, of which ſhe was already ſuſ- 
pected. My Coldneſs, added to the Addreſs I uſed 
in avoiding to, anſwer him directly, convineed him ſo 
well, that all he had come from hearing were ſo mary 
Chimeras, that if he added any Words, it was only 
to pity Donna Fipuerrez, whoſe Head he imagined ˖0 
be more diſturbed by an Acceſs of Folly, than her 
Heart was by Love. 

If any Body ſhould be ſurprized, after J had wiſh- 
ed be might receive from her thoſe Diſcoveries I bad 
ſo much Repugnance to make myſelf, that I took no 


| Advantage of a Beginning which ſhe had carried ſo 


far, and eſpecially when there was no Queſtion but 
| 0n2 
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one Word from me would finiſh her Work, I cannot 
jutify myſelf but from the Aſtoniſhment I was in to 
ſee him as far from opening his Eyes, upon his Re- 
turn from her Houſe, as he was when he went there. 
In Truth, there was Need but of one Word to give 
him thoſe fatal Difcoveries, againſt which be ſo ſted- 
faltly armed himſelf ; but on this Word hung all the 
Effects that I was in fear of producing. Thus return- 
ing to my firſt Notions, that had brought me into 


$>4in, J reſolved to wait till the Ripeneſs of Time, 


and the farther Removal from him of his Loſs, ſhould 


make the Enterprize more eaſy. It was not indeed a a 
very ſmall Advantage to give him Room to think * 


at leaſt, that the Misfortunes declared to him were 


poſſible ; and I did not doubt but that his having 


had a Sight of them under ſome Uncertainty would 
be a Reaſon of conſoling him more eaſily, when he 
ould find without any Þonbe, that- they were only 
too true. i 


He broke of all Acquaintance with Denna Figuer- 


rer, and during ſome Weeks of Intermiſſion from his 


pablick Buſineſs, he propoſed to me to viſit with him - 
the Parts adjacent to Madrid. I conſented freely to at- 
tend him; but not being able to excuſe myſelf front 
ſeeing again the Spaniſh Lady, I ſtole ſome Moments 


before our Departure to acquit myſelf of that Viſit, 
She was under an extreme Impatience to hear the 
Succeſs of her Diſcoveries ; and I truck her ſpeech- 
leſs with Aſtoniſhment, by — her that they had 
not made any Impreſſion on the Mind of my Brother. 
But have you then added 1 ſaid ſhe, to con- 
ſirm my Teftimony ? She was offended at my Since- 
rity in anſwering her, that very powerful Reaſons, of 
wich I prayed her to ſpare me the Detail, had mace 
me ſuſpend my Reſolutions ; and proteſting to me, 
that ſhe knew how to take other Meaſures to let my 
Brother know, that ſhe had deceived him leſs t ar [ 
had done, ſhe threw me into a new Diſturbance, which 
] could not get rid of during the whole Courſe of our 


Journey, obſerved during the laſt Converſation, 
GR that 


/ 
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that Patrick had been more in her Affections, than I 
could have imagined from a Coquet ſo ſubtle and re- 
fined, as the Spaniſb Gentleman had deſcribed her to 
me. She ſpoke to me of him- with ſo tender an Air 
of Intereſt, ſhe ſet off his good Qualities with ſo many 
Praiſes ; ſhe appeared ſo afflicted at the Opinion he 
had taken up of her, ſince he had thought her capa- 
ble of impoſing on him by Calumaies, and fo piqued 
againſt me, whom ſhe with Reaſon accuſed of having 
forſaken her in the Precipice, into- which I bad enga- 
ped he”, that I could not doubt but the Merit of my 
rother had made a real Impreſſion on her Heart. 

The King's Orders, the Execution of which detain- 
ed Patrick in Spain, had been fulfilled by. his Zeal, 
and the ſole Caufe of his Stay, was the Delay of the 
Sp iniſb Miniſters, who had fixed him a Time remote 
enough to receive their Maſter's Anſwer. I was in- 
duced from the Fear I had of the Menaces of Donna 
Figierrez to lengthenꝰ out our Jaunt to the Time in 
which I foreſaw our Return into France might be re- 
tarded. My Brother, to whom I made this Propoſal, 
reliſhed it without penetrating into the Motives there- 
of, We left one of our Servants at Madrid, with Or- 
ders to hold our Equipages in Readineſs againſt the 
Day we had appointed for our Return; and the An- 
{wer of the Court, being an Affair of Moment, we 
reckoned to begin our Journey to France the Day after 
it, Nothing could further flatter the Impatience Pa- 
tick had to fee Paris again. 

During the Continuance of our little Journey, a 
thouſand Circumſtances offered me the Opportunity to 
diſcover myſelf to him ; but having deferr'd it ſo long, 
I did not think I had any Reaſon to be in Haſte ; and 
length of Time ſigce his Misfortune, adding till 
Weight to the Delay by its Continuance, I perſuaded 
myieif in the End, that it would not be t-o late to 
come to the laſt Diſcoveries when we were upon the 
Road from Madrid to Paris. Our Converſation du- 
ring the Jaunt we made to ſatisfy our Curioſity in the - 
Places achacent to the Capital of Spain, rolled upon 

; Subjects 
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gabjects quite oppoſite to the principal Object, of 
which I was full. The gatural- Qualities of the Coun- 
try, their Policies, Religion, Learning, daily furniſhed 


over-abundant Matter to two Travellers, -who endea- 


voured by their Application to acquire ſome Know- 
ledge, We had not a Moment's Trial of the Lan- 
guiſhment of -Tireſomeneſs. Nevertheleſs, .I could 
not be always near Patrick, and ſee him in ſuch T'ran- 


quillity, withont lamenting. his- Situation. Sorrow, - 
Death, all the violent Paſhons ſeemed to me without 
ceaſing to flutter about him, with a cruel Eagerneſs to 
find an Entrance into his Heart. I had this melan- 


choly Spectacle perpetually before my Eyes, and in 
the Bitterneſs I fit from it, my Love and Zeal made 


me often addreſs my ardent Prayers to Heaven, which - 
colt me a double Effort to conceal from my unfortu- 


nate Brother. d i 
Our Scheme being executed without any Obſtacles, 
we quitted Madrid almoſt as ſoon as we arrived there; 
and our Diligence to haſten our Journey was propor- 
tioned to Patrick's Ardour to ſee once more what 


held moſt dear. It was Time to think that Delays, 


Diſſimulation, Lenitives themſelves, could be no lon- 
ger of any Uſe to me. It was not nevertheleſs the 
hrit Day of our Journey, that I undertook the ſor- 
rowful Office, - which for a long. Time had been the 
Torment of my Heart. I let eight Days of it paſs 
over, which I employed as much in overcoming m 
Repugnances, as in preparing my Expreflions. It 
ſcemed to me, that it was gaining ſomething to defer 
ic. In fine, a little Village, wherein bad Weather ob- 
liged us to paſs the Night, gave me that Opportunity 
(which I had before a thouſand Times rejected] by the 
rhiloſophical Turn our Converſation took there. I 
inte:rupted Patrick in the Midſt of an excellent Re- 
flexion, and foreſeeing the Point to which what he 
had already ſaid might lead him, Stop dear Brother, 
ſaid I, with a deep Sigh, and make no Difficulty of 
telling me your Mind fincerely. Are you ſenſible of 
all the Courage and Steadineſs that appear in na 
rin- 


- 
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Principles; and do you think, that the Practice of ſo 
high a Philoſophy does not ſbrpaſs your Strength? He 
ſeemed to be ſurprized at this Queſtion, Neverthe- 
leſs, without heſitating on his Anſwer ; perhaps, ſaid 
he, I cannot promiſe” you, that I have the ſame 
Strength and Vigour gf Mind every Moment of the 
Day, and I remeniber a thouſand fatal Occaſions, in 
which I have found myſelf more feeble than my Ma- 
Rims. But in an Inſtant ſuch as this, filled as I am 
with all the Ideas we have juſt debated, and in the 
Degree of Heat with which they have animated my 
Reaſon, there are few Trials which I ſhould not think + 
myſelf able enough to reſiſt. Ah; Dear Patrick, - 
added T, make then a good Uſe this Moment of your 
Courage, I have concealed it from you with Regret; | 
and Heaven is my Witneſs, that all my ny 
and Delays had no,other Source than the tender Friend- 
ſhip I have for you. But you are drawing near the 
Moment, in which you will have it cleared up to you, 
whether I will not. Your Wife is dead, ſhe is dead 
for ſome Months paſt ; and if it be any Conſolation ' 
to you to know, that her Conduct has not rendered 
her worthy of your Affliction, I confirm at leaſt one 
Part of the Accuſations of Donna Fignerrex. I ſhould 
have continued, if che Motion I ſaw him make bad 
not been capable of inſpiring me with Terror. A 
farions Air of Trouble and Deſpair at firſt chaſed 
away that Sweetneſs, which was the natural Ornament 
of his Countenance ; which nevertheleſs did not hin- 
der him from lending all his Attention even to my 
lat Word : But having in Appearance joined together 
the Facts and Proofs of them, not ſeeing any Pretence 
to miltruſt me, and recollecting all the Accounts of 
Donna Figaerrex, of which I had fo preciſely confirm- 
ed the greater Part, he loſt for a Moment all Govern- 
ment of himſelf, even fo far as to clap his Hand haſti - 
1y on the Pommel of his Sword, as if he had thought 
of nothing but thruſting it into his own Heart. I could 
aſcribe his ſecond Motion, by which he ſupported 
himſelf againſt the firſt, to nothing but the — 
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of Heaven, or the real Strength of his Mind; for I was 
too far ſrom him to put a Stop to ſo bold a Tranſport. 
If he put his Hand with ſo much Fury to his Sword, 
he drew it back with the ſame Air after a Moment's 
Reflexion, and WN himſelf on the firlt Chair, 
lifting up his Eyes, and ſtretching out his Hands to 
Heaven, he continued a long Time without ſpeaking 
one Word, or fetching one Sigh. | I. came near him ; 
he thruſt me back with one Hand, whilſt he covered 
his Eyes with the other. One would have taken him 
for a Criminal, who was. under the Terrors of his 
own Conſcience; agd the Crime-of another raiſed in 
him as much Horror, as his own could have done, hag 
he been guilty, x. | 

The Motion of his Hand did not at all eſcape my 
Obſervation, and convinced by that which immediate- 
ly ſucceeded it, that he had rejected the firit Tran- 
5 ort of his Heart, I made no Haſte in ſhewing any 
„Bede of diſſipating the Grief and Confuſion in which 
1 ſaw him ſwallowed up. Theſe were Thoughts from 
whence I apprehended no longer the ſame Violence. 
I affected even to obſerve for a long Time a mourn- 
ful Silence, to give him Room to perceive, that I fin- 
cerely took a Share in his Grief; and that if I had 
ſhewed a Cruelty in cauſing them, I had began much 
ſooner than he to feel them. I expected that after ha- 
ving abandoned himſelf inwardly to the full Imprefli- 
on of a Stroke ſo terrible, he would begin to addreſs n 
me with juſt Imprecations againſt her Perfidy, or Com- 
plaints more ſorrowful and tender, which I ſhould 
take Care how I,oppoſed or condemned; but riſing 
after a Quarter of an Hour's Silence, and continuing 
to cover his Eyes with his Hand, he made a Sign to 
his Valet de Chambre, whom I had already called to 
attend him, to ſhew him into the Room where 9 
was to paſs the Night. As he went by me he made 
a reſpectful Bow, which encouraged me to uſe ſome 
Pertuaſions to detain him. The ſame Sign of bis 
Hand, by which he had already removed me from 
him, gave me to underſtand, that it was in 8 N 
5 0 
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ſhould attempt to follow him. I gave Orders to 
his Servants to remove from him all his Arms, and 
every Thing elſe, that ſometimes ſerve too readily as 

a Relief to Grief. | 

Having retired to my Chamber, to what an Exceſs 
of Bitterneſs did'I not deliver myſelf up? What Ex- 
clamations did I not uſe ? What tender and doleful 
Cries did I not addrefs to Heaven? O Brother, wor: 
thy of a better Fate ? What Sweetneſs would you not 
have found in my Compaſſion, if you had ſeen all the 
Exceſs of it, or if it were any Conſolation: to you 
under your extreme Misfortune to ſee a tender Heart, 
who ſhares it you ? 

I added to the Orders I had given his- Servants, - 
that of watching at the Door of his Chamber, and 
to go in without affecting to do it on Purpoſe, -at the 
leait Motion they ſhould hear. During the whole 
Night, that I ſpent on my Knees before Heaven, my 
Heart big with Groans, that vented themſelves only 
by the Ardour of my Prayers, it came a thouſand 
Jimes into my Mind to go and fſurprize him, and 
make him, whether he would or not, receive the Aſ- 
ſiſtances of my Zeal. But I knew his Humour, in- 
capable of betraying himſelf outwardly, when his 
Mind was taken up with. any Affection; jealous in 
Solitude even of the moſt ſlight Intereſts capable of 
moving his Heart; how then would my Importunity 
redouble his Grief? I expected nevertheleſs, - that he 
would the next Day grant me the Liberty of ſeeing 
him, and I had already prepared a Diſcourſe ſuitable 
to my Sentiments, and his Situation. My Hopes 
were vain. Coming to his Door in the Morning, I 
was informed by his Valet de Chambre, that his Defire 
was to remain abſolutely alote, and that I was not 
excepted out of this Order. I did not inſiſt further 
on ſceing him, contented enough vi h the Modera- 
tion he had paſſed the Night in; his Sighs being the 
only Noiſe he made. All the Day was to me a new 
Exercife of Compaſſion and Grief. My Troubles re- 
doubled in the Evening, upon hearing from his "Pp 
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de Chambre, that he was attacked by a dangerous 
Fever, and that upon touching his Hands, as if by 
Chance, he had found them ſo burning, that he could 
ſcarce bear the Heat. I made a new Attempt to ſee 
him, and if he did not ywje& my Propoſal with too 
much Harſhneſs, yet he ordered an Anſwer to be 
given me that was a Law even more powerful for the 
Affection of my Heart. He ordered me to be told, 
that he could eaſily fancy how highly I was moved at 
his Grief, and he had a juſt Senſe of my Compaſſion;. 
but in the violent Tranſports he had to combat with, 
he was reſolved not to go out of his Chamber but dead, 
or in a State of Tranquillity. All the Compaſhon I _ 
was pierced with, did not hinder me from ſmiling 
tenderly at this Anſwer. I choſe to truſt him to the 
Excellence of his natural Temper ; being as fure that 
he would render himſelf worthy of the Protection of 
Heaven, as I was that Heaven would not abandon ſo 
much Integrity and Goodneſs. | 

We had already paſſed a Day and two Nights in · a 
miſerable Place, WW we ſcarce found the Conveni- 
encies moſt neceſſary for Life. In the Morning of 
the ſecond Day, going out of the Inn to take the Air, 
I ſaw at a Diſtance a Chaiſe driving in Poſt Haſte ; 
before and after which, were many Servants on Horſe- 
back, who gave an Air of Importance to the Owner 
of the Equipage. A Motion of Curioſity having 
made me wait to obſerve the Retinue as it paſſed by 
me, I was ſurprized to hear myſelf called by Name, 
and ſtill much more to ſee Donna Figuerrez appear at 
the Boot of the Chaiſe, who. added divers Signs of 
Joy and Friendſhip to the Cries by which ſhe endea- 
voured all at once to make herſelf known to me, and 
to ſtop her Pollillion. 

Although in my firſt Thoughts I looked on her Ap- 
pearance as an unſeaſonable and croſs Accident, I co 
not nevertheleſs refuſe her thoſe Compliments, that L 
owed as much to our Acquaintance as her Sex. She 
was earneſt in aſking whether my Brother was with 
me. I muſt have done too great a Violence to Truth 
tao 
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to conceal it. I anſwered, that we arrived together at 


that Village, and that a ſudden Diſorder, which fixed 


him to his Bed, obliged us to ſtay there. Then re. 
collecting immediately the Vexation ſhe muſt have felt 
to have paſſed in his Eyes as the Author or Accom- 
plice 7 a Multitude of Calumnies, I thought that 


Chance having thus brought her on our Heels, 1 ovght 


to take Advantage of the Opportunity to repair the 
Share I had in her Trouble.» It entered readily into 
my firſt Reflexions, that fince ſhe had ſhewn ſuch a 
great Eſteem and Reliſh for my Brother, her Zeal 
might be of ſome Service to his Conſolation; and from 
all theſe Notions I concluded, that without injuring. 
Decency, I might invite her to alight, and repoſe ber- 


ſelf a Moment in the ſame Place: O Heaven! Cried 


ſhe out immediately, do you doubt that my Journey 


is not at an Eud, when ILhave met with what made 


1 


me.undertake: it ? This: Millage is my Limit, ſince I 
find you here. And giving me lierzHand to help her 


- out, ſhe Embrace me withs as much Affection and 


Ardour, as if ſhe had taken me for the Object of her 
Journey. and. Caneſſes.: 4 4.2 * SF... 5 I , 
She began by expaſtulating with; me on the Wrong 


| Thad done her; as much in having left: my Brother . 


in an Error, which ſhe took to: Heart from the Lots © 
of his Eſtcem, as in-obVging him: ſo ſpeedily to leave 
Madrid, that he had neglected to take Leave of a 
great Number of his beſt Friends. I interrupted her 
Complaints by my Apologies, that I thought I owed: . 
her on the fixſt Particular, and confeſſed without go- 


ing about the Buſh, that if I was guilty of any Thing 
at Madrid, I had repaired my Fault within theſe two 


Days, bye the Diſcovery. I had made my Brother You 


will Judge, ſaid J, by the Condition you are going 0 
fee my Brother in, of the Reaſons I had to delay my 
Diſcovery. Her Impatience enereaſing, ſne ſpoke of 


nothing but being ſhewed directly to his Chamber; 


but I moderated this Heat, by informing her, that he 
could not be ſeen but with great Precautions, and that 
I myſelf, who flattered myſelf with being n . 


— — 
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had been two Days ſolliciting Leave to ſee him. She 
tomiſed me to obſerve the ſame Meaſures, and fol- 
bei me on Foot to the Inn, ſhe had Time to re- 
late the Motives that engaged her to come to France. 
I have three Motives for this Journey, ſaid ſhe with 
thoſe Graces that never forſook her, and I confeſs 
that I ſtood in Need of the firſt to ſerve as a Veil to 
cover the other two. The Ambaſſador being my near- 
eſt Relation, I anticipated a Defign I had a long Time 
of taking the Opportunity of his Embaſſage to make 
a Journey to Paris. But why ſhould 1 diſſemble? I 
have the Image of your Brother in my Heart; I cau- 
not be comforted under the Opinion he has taken up 
of me. I would go to the End of the World to fol- 
low him, and prevail on him to do Juſtice to my In- 
tentions. You haye drawn on me his Hatred, are not- 
ou obliged, added ſhe, to uſe Means to convince - 
him of my Innocence ? I could not diſown but that 
this was a Duty incumbent on me, and had been at 
length. fulfilled by my Diſcovery. to my Brother. We 

1 ſent a Meſſage ta Patrick, to 


Danna Figperrez, d her unexpected Arrival, awaken- 


ana 1 
ed him from his 2 He not only re- 


reh himſelf for having treated ber with Scorn, 


but calling to Mind all the Meaſures ſhe had obſerved | 


in giving him the firſt News of his Misfortune, le 
with that Gratitude, that he thought due to her Friend- 


ſhip, reſumed all the . Sentiments of Eſteem, that he 

ever. had for her Merit. Nevertheleſs, he copgentefl _ 

himſelf to give her theſe Aſſutanees by his, Valera. 

Chambre; and excufing himſelf on the Score of bh“ 

1 which ſhe could not doubt but be 
12 


was afflicted, ha prayed her to take in goad Part his 
Excuſes for qot admitting her. 

She did not ſeem offended at this Refuſal: On the 
contrary lamenting her Situation, of which ſhe drew 
a forrowful Picture, ſhe ſaid to me in a Tone that 


already ſuppoſed a Familiarity well eſtabliſned: Ab! 


My dear Dean, we will wait until he conſents to fee 
us, 
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ue, and we will have the Pleaſure of thinking, that he 
Knows we are very near him. I did not oppoſe her 
Reſolution to ſtay with us. The Solitude of Parrick 
could not continue ſo long as he ſeemed to propoſe to 
himſelf. The King's Affairs neceſſarily called him 
to St: Germain, and if his Fever ſhoald'not become a 
Diſtemper important enough to juſtify his Delay, I 
knew, that having given Notice to the King of our 
Departure from Madrid, he muſt be perſuaded his 
Majeſty would count the Days of our Journey. I 
charged his Valet to put him in Mind of this Particu- 
lar, and I even looked upon this Advice as a Matter 
that would give me Room to make a Judgment of tlie 
Depth and Danger of his Wounds, He made no 
Anſwer to the Meſſage of his Valet de Chambre, as 
if he had been equally inſenſible to the Cares of his 
Duty and his Life. | 
This Obſtinacy appeared to me to be ſo dangerous 
an Effect of his Grief, that I began to conſider more 
ſeriouſly on the Means of drawing him out of his 
Lethargy ; but the Day 'was not ended before Donna 
Hguerrex, more dextrous, or leſs reſerved than I, 
had found Means to be admitted into his Chamber, 
and relying on the Familiarity in which ſhe had lived 
with him a long Time, obtained by her inſinuating 
Carriage, as much as by the Surprize her Preſence 
had raiſed in him, to oblige him to endure and hear 
her, Sh& informed me herſelf, when ſhe came from 
him, what paſſed in this Converſation. He had made 
her very humble Amends for the Difficulty he. had 
ſhewed in giving Credit to her Teſtimony ; and ſpeak- 
ing of his Misfortune, like a Man who did not hope 
to ſurvive it, he prayed her to charge me with a Com- 
miſſion, which; ſaid ſne, he had not the Power to ac- 
2 himſelf of in Perſon. The Sight of the Dean, 
id he ſay, is a Torment more inſupportable to me 
than Death. He triumphs, without Doubt, in the 
Subject of my Troubles. I always found him in a 
. conſtant Oppoſition to my Marriage. He muſt for 
the ſame-Reaſon- have wiſhed to fee it-turn ** * 
uck u. 
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luckily. And how. will he ever perſuade me, that 
having my Wife before his Eyes, and being a Witneſs 
of her Conduct, he might not have given an 
ſition to every Thing, that you have related to me of 
her Irregularities; he, to whom the Voice of a Cen- 
ſor is ſo natural, and who has all his Life made it his 
Study to vex and perplex his Family by the Exceſs of 
his Morals? Depend upon it, he has taken a. malici- 
ous Pleaſure in ſeeing my Wife fall by Degrees, and 
in Reality huggs himſelf at an EfeQ that ſeems to 
prove the Superiority of his Views to mine, I do 
not, continued he, intruſt this with you as a Secret; 
tell him from me, that I cannot have the Courage to 
reproach a Brother; but that I am ſure I ſhall never 
pardon him, And, as I have the Charge of the King's 
Affairs, which conſiſts only in putting into his Hands 
the Treaty I have juſt made in his Name with the 
Court of Spain, deſire my Brother to finiſh my Com- 
miſſion, by carrying it to the Court of St. Germain. 
I ſhall owe him a double Obligation, by delivering 
me from his Preſence, and procuring me the Li- 
berty of flying equally from the Sight of all Man- 
kind, with whom I will not any further have the leaſt 
Commerce. | 
Donna Figuerrex, flattered by the Confidence he 
had expreſſed for her in theſe Words, and without 
Doubt foreſceing, that to cure him of his Melancholy, 
as much as to aid the Deſign ſhe had in gaining his 
Heart, it would be more eaſy in my Abſence.to em- 
ploy all her Wit and Artifice, had made no Anſwer 
otherwiſe than by approving his Intentions, ; and ex- 
horting him not to change them. In giving. me this 
Account, wherein ſhe afeged not to ſoften any Thing 
that was mortifying in it by the leaſt Compliment, 
ſhe endeavoured to perſuade me alſo, that Reſt and 
Solitude, being what was moſt ſuitable to his Situation, 
I. ought to agree to the Satisfaction he required, and 
repoſe on her the Care of calming his Mind. Then 
thinking to give a greater Probability to this Promiſe, 
by a formal Confeſſion of her Affections, ſhe declared 
to 
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to me, that not thinking herſelf unworthy of the Love 
of a Man of Honour, her Hope was to merit that of 
my Brother by all the Marks ſhe could give him of a 
virtuous Paſſion, to bring him, if it were poſſible, one 
Day or other to grant her the Name of his Spouſe, 
You ſhall, ſaid ſhe, ſee me engaged from this View 
not only to ſpare nothing for the Recovery of his 
Health and Repoſe, but to bring him to change, his 
1/iſpoſition towards you, and to make a Merit in con- 
ſorving Peace and Amity in your Family. Go, my 
dear Dean, take Charge of 'the Commiſſion he turns 
over to you, and do not doubt but by my Diligence 
yoa ſhall find him ſuch as he ought to be towards you, 
when we meet at Paris ; for you may judge well, 
added ſhe ſmiling, that I will make him lay aſide his 
Hatred for the World, and his Reſolution of flying 
it. | 
With whatever Peeviſhneſs I liſtened to this long 
Diſcourſe, I found myſelf ks afflicted at the Injuſtice 
of my Brother, which Friendſhip made me immedi- 
ately look on as the Raving of a ſick Heart and Mind, 
than I was piqued at the Preſumption of a Woman, 
whom I never had ſeen four Times in my Life. 'How 


could ſhe arrogate to herſelf the Right of regulating. 


my Conduct, and the Intereſts of my Family? Pa- 
trick had been her Friend, and I could comprehend 
well enough, that during more than four Months he 
had paſſed at Madrid, having been few Days without 
»ſeeing her familiarly, he might have placed in her a 
Confidence, and made her ſome Overtures upon which 
ſhe might build a Part of her Hopes. But was ſhe 
already ſo ſure of his Love, as to think herſelf autho- 
rized to aſſume an Empire over every Thing that re- 
lated to him ; and on the other Hand could ſhe fancy, 
that I had any other Dependance on my Brother, than 
that of an Affection of Blood and Zeal for Religion? 
Perhaps a little Spice of Jealouſy had taken Poſſeſſion 
of him in this Reſentment ; but could I think it juſt 
when IJ conſidered, that Patrick had granted to a 


Stranger thoſe Marks of -Confidence and Friendſhip, 
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avhich he had refuſed to me? The Suſpicion he had of 
my Sentiments appeared pardonable in the firſt Agi- 
tations of his Grief 3 but I could not paſs over his 
abandoning himſelf to his Injuſtice, even to the mak- - 
ing a Noite of it by a Behaviour ſo ſevere as his Diſ- 
courſe, - In fine, far from yielding to the Propoſal 
made me on his Part, I proteſted to Donna Figuerrez, 
that nothing ſhould oblige -me to conſent to forſake 
him a Moment, and that I would not do him ſo much 
Wrong as to finiſh a Commiſſion, of which the Kin 
could expect an Account only from the Perſon he had 
charged with it. 
Without Doubt Donna Figuerrez had made a Merit 
with him by the offenſive Exactneſs with which ſhe 
had reported to me his Expreſſions 5 and I durſt not 
warrant it, that ſhe had not added ſomething to mine, 
with a View of poiſoning my Anſwer. The reſt of 
the Day paſſed over without any Incident, and I ſpent 
it only in reflecting upon the unhappy Reward of my 
Leal, which had yet drawn from my Brother nothing 
but Vexations and Mortifications. Towards Midnight, 
at the Time when the ' Bitterneſs of my Thoughts had 
baniſhed Sleep from my Eyes, I heard the Noiſe of 
Horſes and Carriages, which I took for the Equipage 
of ſome Traveller. The kind of Reft I enjoyed from 
the Liberty I had at leaſt of giving myſelf up to my 
ſorrowful Reflections, was not diſturbed by the Noiſe, 
eſpecially as I had not the leaſt Miſgiving of the new 
Afflictions that threatened me. But on my Upriſing, 
which was a lictle late, occaſioned by the reſtleſs Night 
] had paſſed, Facin, my old Valet, informed me, t 
Patrick was gone away with all his Servants, and that 
he had left a Letter for me, which was not delivered 
to Jacix himſelf till he had got out of Bed. I opened 
it with all the Trouble that ſuch an Information could 
cauſe, me. It contained in a few Lines, that not he- 
ing able to bear the World, nor me, nor himſelf, he 
was going to retire into ſome Solitude, where he 
would have no further Acquaintance but with mute 
and inſenſihle Beings, who could not. be capable. of 
85 Gy pexlecuimg 
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el and betraying him. He had left, added 
he, in his Chamber a Caſket, in which I ſhould find 
the Inſtruments that he ought to have delivered to the 
King, with ſome Inſtructions he had added to them 
for me, and that they would be ſufficient for me to 
anſwer, as fully as he himſelf could, the ExpeQations 
of that Prince. He prayed me to make his Excuſes 
to him, building ſo much on his Goodneſs, as not to 
doubt but he would find them juſt, 

I had not the leaſt Doubt but Donna Figuerrez was 
gone with him, and this 1 encreaſing my Grief, 
J let fall before Jacin a thouſand Complaints, which 
made him diſcover one Part of my Troubles. In Re- 
gard to Donna Figuerrez, he immediately informed 
me, that ſhe was yet buried in Sleep, and he was 
much deceived, if ſhe had been better informed than 
I of the Departure of my Brother. I found my 
Courage revive upon this Aſſurance, and forming 
immediately a Deſign, which would pleaſe me as much 
in relation to Doana Figuerrex, by giving me the Op- 
e of an innocent Revenge on her, as on the 

art of my Brother, by giving me ſome Hopes of 
being uſeful to him in Spite of himſelf, I gave Orders 
to Jacin immediately to put the Horſes to my Chaiſe, 
I was reſolved to be gone on the Spot, that is to fay, 
before the Spaniſh Lady ſhould awake, and to follow 
Patrick with ſo much Haſte, that having no other Road 
to go than that of the Poſt, I ithould overtake him be- 
fore the End of the Day. 

My Orders were executed. I left the Inn before 
Donna Figuerrez had called her Servants, and puſhing 
my Revenge as far as I thought -I could without in- 
juring Charity, I charged one of her Train, as I got 
into my Chaiſe, to tell her, that ſhe owed me fome 
Thanks for the Care I had: taken of not diſturbing 
her Reſt. When I had ſuppoſed, that the ſame Mo- 
tive, that had made her quit Spain, had induced her 
immediately to follow us upon the Track, I was ſure, 
that there were not Horſes enaugh to be got at the 
Foſt-Houſe to furniſh her for her Forney efore the 
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Return of ours, and I conſequently reckoned that we 
ſhould get the Start of her ſo far, that ſhe would find 
it difficult to overtake us. 

This Way of Reaſoning ſuppoſed nevertheleſs, that 
Patrick would purſue the Road to Paris, out of which 
one could not always find regulated Poſts for a Com- 
munication to other Towns. With this Thought I 
purſued forward as far as Orleans ; continually enqui- 
ring at what Diſtance he was before me, and if he 
had ſhewed no Deſign of going out of the Road. Tt 
was at Orleans I loſt the Track of him. They in- 
formed me at-the Poſt-Houſe, that he had come there 
three or four Hours before me, and that having com- 
mitted his Chaiſe and ſome other Parts of his Equipage 
to the Care of the Maſter of the Houſe, he had gone 
away on Foot with three Servants he had in his 
Train. I quitted the Deſign of continuing my Jour- 
ney, and thinking of nothing further than to diſco- 
ver him, I flattered myſelf that his Care would not 
require any long Search in the provincial Town. In 
the mean Time, having to no Purpoſe employed a 
Part of the Day, 1 learned towards Evening, that he 
had hired a Boat, mto which he and one of his Ser- 
vants went, having diſmiſſed the other two; and that 
not diſcovering himſelf either as to the Place he was 
bund to, nor even the Time that would be neceſſary 
for his Paſſage, they could not give me any other In- 
tormation till the Return of the Boat-men. 


What a new Subject of Embarraſſment!— Prudence 


would not permit me to proceed further at a Hazard. 
i was obliged to wait two Days for a Diſcovery which 
could not get but by the Way propoſed to me. I 
paſſed theſe Nays in a thouſand Alarms, which the 
Uncertainty of their Duration yet rendered more cruel. 
At length the Boatmen arrived to put an End to them 
Inckily, They had conducted Patrick to a Benedictin 
Abbey ſome Leagues from Orleans, ſituated on the 
Banks of the Loire, and had returned very well con- 
tented with his Mildneſs and Liberality. Not being 


able to obtain any other Informations, they only in- 
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would give no Trouble to the Houſe by the Kind of 
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Aamed the Deſire I had of overtaking him. Could 
his Deſpair, ſaid I, have made him think of breaking 
abſolutely with the World, and be capable of bury. 
ing himſelf in a Solitude, with a Deſign never to come 
out of it? I ſhould think ill of the Reſolution form. 
ed thus in the midſt of his Grief, and ſhould appre- 
hend bad Conſequences from it. Theſe great Sacri- 
fices ought to be the Fruits of a quiet Meditation, 
Reaſon and Grace would be but little able to. ſupport 
a violent Choice, when they were not the Fruits of 
Inſpiration. I haſtened to be gone with the ſame 
Boatmen that had carried him. 


* 8 
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PON my Arrival at the Abbey, I was inform- 
| ed at the Gate, that Patrick had preſented him- 
ſelf to the Superior, under a Name different from his 
own. He had not concealed his Country, nor his 
Birth; but confeſſing that extraordinary Troubles hav- 
ing driven him in Queſt of Solitude, he requeſted it asa 
Favour, that they would not attempt to dive further in- 
to them; and on his Side he had promiſed, that he 


Life he propoſed to lead. Having agreed for the 
Price of his Penſion, he pitched upon the moſt foli- 
tary and remote Apartment in the Houſe. The Neigh- 
bourhood of a very thick Wood had flattered his Me- 
lancholy. He cauſed ſome Books to be brought to 
him there, which he deſcribed by their Titles; and 
79 the Superiour, that he would not be di- 
Kurbed by any Perſon in the World in this Retreat, if 
he did not ſometimes requeſt ſuch an Amuſement him- 
elf, he ſhut himſelf up in it in a graceful Manner, * 

. gether 
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| gether with his Valet de Chambre an Hour after his 


| Arrival. * 
As an Event ſo extraordinary had made a good deal 
of Noiſe in the Houſe, they could not hear that I was 
enquiring after it with much Curioſity, without ex- 
preſſing as much Earneſtneſs to ſee and hear me. My 
Deſign had been alſo to ſend for the Superiour, and 
K learn from his own Mouth, what I feared I had only 
\ an imperfe& Information of before; but the Porter, 
whom 1 was yet talking to, ſhewed him to me ſtand- 
iog among others, whom Curiofity had brought to- 
wards me. I took him aſide with a good deal of Pre- 
caution, in order that the reſt ſhould not ſee me; be- 
Fx irg apprehenſive left the Impreſſion. of ſo remarka- 
ble a Figure as mine might continue in their Minds, 
and from thence Patrick might ſooner or later come 
to underſtand that I had diſcovered the Place of his 
Retreat, and had come to the Monaſtery two Days 
2 aher him. From the firſt Notion I had taken of his 
Project upon the Porter's Relation, far from finding it 
5 contrary to Reaſon, 1 was convinced he might draw 
by great Advantage from it for the Eſtabliſhment of his 
bi Repoſe; and I had taken up a Reſolution not only 
b :0 avoid diſturbing him by my Viſit in the firſt Ex- 


* peront of his Solitude, but to leave him even 3 
5 norant that I had travelled ſo cloſe on his Heels. 
K Yet I was well pleaſed to make an Acquaintance with 


ho the Superiour, as well to aſſure myſelf of the Means of 
of receiving News from him regularly, as to engage him 
he by my Civilities to contribute all in his Power to the 


Recovery of my Brother. Wichout diſcovering my- 
ſelf more than he did as to our Name, and without 


1 23 much as acquainting him how near I was related to 
* aum by Blood, I omitted nothing that might make 
* him dear and reſpectable to the Community; and I 
4 had the Satisfaction of learning from the Superour, 


that at firſt Sight he had taken all the Sentiments of 
ReſpeR and Friendſhip for him. | 

My Heart was ſo comforted by this happy Diſco- 
very, that daring to promiſe myſelf already the molt 
G 2 agreeable 
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agreeable Fruits from it, I thought of nothing but 
going immediately to Paris to haſten the Effects of 
them. Knowing the natural Goodneſs and Piety of 
the King, I had no Fear that he would be offended at 
the Choice my Brother had made ; and I had not the 
leaſt Doubt, but that with the Inſtructions Patrick had 
left me, I ſhould eafily ſupply his Abſence. But ! 
found more Pleaſure yet in foreſeeing, that Solitude 
reſtoring him by little and little to that Tranquillity of 
Mind and Heart, which he had for a long Time loſt, 
his Reaſon would ſooner or later aſſume Strength 
enough to make him ſenſible of what he-owed to 
Sarah Fincer, and to diſpoſe him at length to re- 
eſtabliſn her in all the Rights that her Rival had 
uſurped. I forbore fearing any Thing on the Ac. 
count of Donna Figuerrex. I had no Doubt but ſhe 
had continued her Journey, and ſince J had left her, 
J could not defend myſelf from a Fear that conti. 
nually troubled me on the Road. If I had in Hai 
but little dreaded the Love fhe might have inſpired 
my Brother with; becauſe being there, as it were, on 
the Theatre of her diſorderly Courſes, I might every 
Moment take off the Veil from the Eyes of Patric, 
and let him know, either by my own Account, or by 
the Relations of a Number of others, that her ud 
rendered her unworthy of the Hand of a Man of Ho- 
nour; but I had not the ſame Reſource in France: on 
the contrary I apprehended, that the Diſtinction, with 
which her perſonal Merit, and the Quality of Rela 
tion to the Ambaſſador was about making her ſhine 
in at Paris, was not ſo capable of dazzling the Eyes 
of Patrick, as her Removal from Madrid would with- 
out Doubt be to ſhut them againſt thoſe Reproaches 
and Accuſations, which it would be difficult for me 
there to make good by Proofs. The Choice he hai 
made diſſipated all my Miſtruſts. He had but !' 
Affection for her, ſince his Confuſion and Grief has 
made him capable of leaving her without 17 
and though ſhe ſhould join to all the Charms I knen 


Me had, all the Prudence ſhe had not, to _— the 
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Heart of Patrick with ſuch forcible Arms, I ſhould 
propoſe to myſelf to act ſo vigorouſly in Favour of the 
unfortunate Sarah, and by Ways to which he was na- 
turally ſo ſenſible, that I thought myſelf already al- 
moſt aſſured of Victory. | 

I entertained myſelf with thoſe Thoughts on my 
Return to Or/eans, where I had left my Chaiſe, when 
putting in to the Banks of the Loire to get out of the 
Boat, I faw Donna Figuerrex come out of a neighbour- 
ing Houſe, attended by her Servants, who imme- 
diately came up to me with as much Joy to fee me 
again, as I felt Vexation at this Meeting. I imme- 
diately underſtood what brought them there. Havin 
purſued my Brother's Steps and mine, they had dit- 
covered, as I did, at the Poſt-houſe of Orleans, that 
Patrick had left there his Chaiſe ; and an Eagerneſs 
to find him out had laid hold of Donna Figuerrex. 
After a great many haſty Searches, ſhe came, as I had 
done, to get ſome imperfect Accounts of him on the 
Banks of the Loire. The Boatmen, who had carricd 
him to the Abbey, not having had Time at their Re- 
turn to relate the Circumſtances of their Voyage, be- 
cauſe my Haſte to make them go back the Way they 
came, had not allowed them one Moment to reſt, 
Donna Figuerrez could from thence gather nothing 
clear and certain of the End of our Journey. She 
waited, as I had done before her, till they ſhould re- 
turn to aſk them ſome Queſtions ; and although ſhe 
had Reaſon to be diffident of my Preſence, yet it never 
came into her Mind, that I had the leaft Intereſt in. 
concealing from her the Road my Brother went. 

Nevertheleſs, as much Joy as I ſaw in her Counte- 
nance, as much was I mortified at this Meeting; and: 
in my firſt Perplexity not thinking on any Thing ready 
enough to deliver me, I turned about to the two Boat - 
men, to whom I promiſed double the Sum I hac 
agreed for my Paſlage, if they would keep the Secret | 
two Days Even this Precaution not appearing to me: 
ſufficient, I 'defired them to follow me, under Pre- 
tence of paying them at * Place where I had left 
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my Chaiſe ; and I gave Orders to my Valet to carry 
them there, whilft I ſhould ſtop a Moment with Don- 
na Figuerrez, whom it was impoſſible to avoid. In- 
deed the was already ſo near me, that having made 
me ſome haſty Reproaches on my Departure, and 
continuing with the ſame Nimbleneſs of Tongie to 
aſk me, where I had left my Brother, I could find no 
other Medium between the Neceſſity of betraying my 
Secret, or of deceiving her by a Lie, than to declare 
to her bluntly enough, that ſhe aſked me an idle Que- 
ſtion. She was offended at my Anſwer ; but as if 
my firſt Harſhneſs had diſpoſed me further to obſerve 
no Meaſures with her, F reproached her ſo briſkly 
for the Indecency of the Motive that made her'go in 
Queſt of Pariet, that in the Confuſion ſhe felt at 
ſome of my Words, ſhe ſtood ſpeechleſs, and fell in- 
to Tears, which ſhe wiped away with her Handker- 
chief. I was left alone by the Departure of Tacin 
and the Boatmen. One of her Servants, affronted at 
the Inſult I had offered his Miftreſs, advanced fierce- 
ly; and treating me with an Aſſurance that ſurprized 
me from a Servant, ſeemed only to wait for a Word 
of her Mouth, or a Wink of her Eye, to follow his 
aboſive Language with Blows. His Violence affright- 
ed me. But Donna Figuerrez commanded him to be 
flent with an Air of Authority, which obliged him to 
be ſo all at once, and even threatened to puniſh his 
Impudence, that made him fail in Reſpect to an Ec- 
cleſiaſtick. 

I ſhould have paſſed over this Incident, if it had 
not taught me an uſeful Leſſon, that I have found 
the Benefit of ever ſince. Although the Vexation [ 
felt at being maltreated, added to the Hope of Suc- 
ceſs by the Way I had taken of concealing the Re- 
treat of my Brother, made me immediately be gone, 
yet I could not think on the Impreſſion my Words 
had made on Donne Figuerrez, and her Goodneſs in 
taking Part with me againſt her Servant, without ac- 
Kknowledging myſelf more guilty than that ſaucy Va- 
let, whole: Inſolence had offended me, Do _ the 
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Cuſtoms of the World, and the Politeneſs of Men in- 
ſpire more Softneſs and Sweetneſs of Temper into our 
Behaviour, and more Regard for Decency, than the 
Principles which I have made my Study all my Life? 
buch was my firſt Reflexion. But is it not I, continu- 
ed I immediately, that have not penetrated far enough 
into the fall Extent of my Principles? And paſſing 
through the Diſcuſſion of this Point in the ſame Me- 
thod I had often uſed, I found indeed, that in the Prin- 
ciple of Chriſtian Charity are included all the Duties 
of Politeneſs, which form the principal Band of civil 
Societies. Then puſhing further this Obſervation, I 
concluded from the Motive of Charity, which always 
:ends to the Good of our Neighbours, with a Propor- 
tion of that Reſpe&t one owes to the Weakeſt, that 
Women, from an infinite Number of Reaſons peculiar 
to their Sex, have a particular . to this Sort of 
Regard, which is named Politeneſs, and conſequently, 
to neglect to pay them it is in ſome Sort a double Fai- 
jure of the Precept of Charity. | 

During the Fervour of this Reflexion, I ſhould have 
returned voluntarily to Donna Figuerrez, to make her 
an Apology for the Air and Manner of ſpeaking I had 
aſed to her, if I had not thought myſelf excuſed from 
this Sort of Reparation by the Sentiment of my Heart, 
wherewith I promiſed Heaven to lay down to myſelf 
an invariable Rule, and from the Importance it was 
not to expoſe myſelf anew to be preſſed to diſcover the 
Retreat of Patrick. The Merit of this Lady appear- 
ing to me to be more dangerous from the Greatneſs of 
the Perfections I obſerved in her, I began to fear more 
han ever for my Brother; ſo that not thinking my- 
(cif ſure enough of the Boatmen by their Word and 
(he Price I offered to pay for their Fidelity, it came into- 
my Mind to ſend them far from Orleans tor ſome Days, 
to lay them under a Neceſſity to ap their Promiſes to 
me for ſo loug a Time. The only 
them under ſome Pretence to follow me to Paris. In- 
tereſt being all · powerful upon le who gain their 
Livelihood only by their 9 i propoſed to _ 
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if they would go with me, ſuch a Sum of Money ay 
ſoon diſpoſed them to it, 

Thus Events of Affairs, and the Neceſſity of pro- 
viding for all Circumſtances, formed in me from Day 
to Day a Sort of Prudence, of which I never could 
find the Rules in my Study. It was from Reaſonings of 
this Nature that I prepared myſelf for the Part, which 
my Brother had given me in Charge to act at the 
Court of St. Germain, Politicks had never made a 
Part of my Occupations ; but conſidering, that even 
for the Honour of Patrick, who had relied upon me 
for the Execution of his Commiſſion, I ought not to 
appear abſolutely without Experience and Judgment in 
the King's Eyes, I ſtudied the Inſtructions my Brother 
left behind him with ſo much Diligence, and from his 
Care of incloſing in them a Number of intereſling Ob- 
ſervations, ] ſo perfettly put myſelf in a Condition of 
making the beſt of them, that the King having done 
me the Honour of diſcourſing me a long Time in his 
Cloſet, ſhewed a high Satisfaction in my Brother's and 
my Services. He — no leſs moved at the Neceſ- 
ſity, to which his Misfortunes had reduced him, of re- 
tiring for ſome Time into Solitude. I gave no other 
Colour to his Choice, and the King's Curioſity extend- 
ing no further than to know he had loſt his Wife, I 
luckily avoided a Detail, which I feared his Orders 
would have obliged me to have given. 

Although I had not forgot in leaving Madrid, to give 
Notice of our Departure to the Count De & and 
to Sarah Fincer, my Deſire of daily maintaining not 

only the Liberty of regulating the Duration of our 
Journey, but that of managing the Circumſtances of 
our Arrival, and above all, not to expoſe Patrick to a 
Meeting perhaps with Sarah Fincer the Moment we 
leaſt thought of it, had made me ſpeak of our Jour- 
ney, and of the Day we might expect to be at Paris, 


as of two Things equally uncertain, Without this 


Precaution I could not doubt but Sarah would have 
come, it may be, a Way to meet us. But being 
obliged to moderate her Impatience, I found her at the 

| | Count's 
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Count's taken up with her ordinary Employments, 
which were reading and working, My Lord ener- 
mill had returned from Vreland ſome Weeks before. 
The Noiſe of my Arrival having ſpread all at once 
e the Houſe, every one the firſt Moment ga- 
thered about me. They were not ſurprized to ſee me 
without Patrick. He had gone away with ſo much 
Indifſerence to the Count's Country Houſe, that fix 
Month's Abſence might not have diſſipated it ; and' 
they could eafily fancy that the News J had carried 
him to Spain had made him feel, together with Grief 
for his Loſs, a very ſtrong Senſe of Shame for having 
voluntarily drawn on himſelf his Misfortunes by Excels 
of Prejudice, of which all the Advice of his Friends 
could never cure him.” It was not from the firſt Mo- 
ment of my Appearance that I diſcovered the Diſpo- 
ſitions of all the dear Perſons, who ſurrounded me. 
But I could eafily judge that Sarah burned with a De- 
fire of drawing me aſide to lay open her Thoughts to 
me. 

I ſhewed this Complaiſance to her Deſires as ſoon as 
I could obtain a Moment's Liberty. All my. Ardour 
in relating to her what I had ſeen, or what other Cir- 
eumſtances had thrown in my Way, did not ſufficient- 
ly equal her Eagerneſs. She wiſhed to have heard” 
every Thing at.once, and pongering nevertheleſs on 
each Word I ſaid, ſhe would have the Particulars over 
again, where nothing was omitted or related ſlightly; 
could not avoid bringing Donna Figuerrex into my 
Story. Patrick's familiar Acquaintance with that Lady 
made her tremble ; ſhe aſked me a hundred Queſtions. 
about her Character, even after I had drawn a faith- 
ful Picture of her; and upon the whole, when L had 
come to the Events of our Return, ſhe aſked me at 
every Word, if it were poſſible for Patrick not to be 
moved at her Reſolution. of following him 3 and if I 
were convinced that in the Complaiſancies he had 
ſhewn her there was no Mixture of Love. But having 
at length laid open to her with the ſame ExaQneſs the- 
Part he had choſen to act at Orleans, obſerving to her 
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only that this Particular of 9 was a Confidence 
I had reſolved td truſt to no y but her, it ſeemed 
to me, that from the Satisfaction ſhe had hitherto 
ſhewed in hearing me, ſhe paſſed all at once to give 
fome Tokens of Inquietude and Sorrow. During a 
long Diſcourſe, to which F added nothing of my own, 
ſhe had perpetually hoped that ſome Circumitance 
would happen, wherein ſhe might hear me tell what 
F had done for her ; but the 86 ration of Patrick, 
and the Recital of the Journey I had made to the So- 
litude he had retired to, making her plainly under- 
ſtand that I had not had any other Opportunity of ſee- 
ing him again, ſhe accuſed me in her Mind for having 
neglected her Intereſts, and perhaps went fo far as to 
ſulpeR me of having favoured the Pretenfions of Don- 
na Figuerrez. Nevertheleſs, ſhe continued to look on 
me for ſome Time with Silence, even after I had fi- 
niſhed my Story, as if ſhe yet flattered herſelf I was 
about adding ſomething to it relating to her, or that 
having forgot ſomething that regarded her, the At- 
tention I Fewed to her Concerns, was about aſſiſting 
me in fecollecting it. At length, loſing all Hopes, 
Ah! my dear Dean, ſaid ſhe, ſhedding ſome Tears, 
you have not remembered either my Entreaties or 
your Promiſes ; or if they have induced you to at- 
tempt any Thing in the Behalf of an unhappy Friend, 
your Silence gives me too wel to- underſtand that no- 
thing has ſucceeded with you. This Complaint moved 
me ſenſibly. I ſhould have foreſeen, aniwered I, that 
r have thrown theſe Reproaches on me, and 

ſhould not have failed in finding out juſt Reaſons to 
anticipate them. Nothing indeed had been ſo eaſy as 
to have obſerved in the Courſe of my Story, that hav- 
Ing put off the Diſcoveries I had made my Brother to 
almoſt the End of my Journey, there could be but 
little Appearance that ia a Space ſo ſhort I could have 
found Means of making him other Propoſals. I had 
not ſeen him even once ſince I informed him of his 
Misfortune. But being able in a Manner to anſwer 
that he had nothihg in his Heart but Sorrow, and re- 
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calling the Sentiments, which I had known him al“ 
ways have for her, I could not have ſcrupled to flatter 
her by the moſt ſweet Conjectures. It was to this 
Point I bent my Strength, when I ſaw the Need ſhe 
had of ſuch Aſſiſtance; and had no Difficulty in wing, 
Hope an Entrance into a Heart ſo much inflam 
by its Paſſions. I was about propoſing to her to; 
join ourſelves together, to deliberate upon the Diſ- 
cretion and Caution that Decency required of her;. 
bat ſhe herſelf having more than one Propoſal to 
make, aſked me what I thought of my Lord Tener- 
mill, who, without conceivirg that ſhe could preſerve: 
the leaſt Inclination for Patrick, had conſtantly preſſed 
her ſince his Return to ſhorten his amorous Suffer- 
ings, which he believed ſhe had manifeſtly determin- 
ed to put an End to one Day or other. He had af-- 
lected openly to take a Pride in his Hopes, and de- 
claring that he had forgot the Conditions to which he 
tad ſubmitted before his Departure, he had often em- 
ployed the Count and Counteſs of S.. to ſollicit- 
Sarah to forget them as he had done. She (who had 
fancied herſelf obliged to a thouſand Managements 
in a Houſe, which ſhe had more Intereſt than ever not 
to quit, and who not daring to promiſe herſelf any 
Thing from Patrick, had yet leſs Courage to open 
the Deſires of her Heart) had lived under a perpetual' 
Conſtraint, having not even the Conſolation of diſ- 
burdening herſelf by imparting her Grief to the Truſt 
of any Friend. I do not relate to you, ſaid ſhe, half 
of the Perſecutions I have ſuffered from. my Lord Te- 
ermill, and I cannot think but they. will. increaſe,. 


when he underſtands the Affection I have always con- 


ſerved for his Brother. | 
I had ſeen by Experiece ſo many Diſorders: cauſed: - 

by Love, that I could not look on the Apprebenſions 
of Sarah as vain*Ferrors. Nevertheleſs, the Opinion 
I had of the Iliſpoſition of Tenermi/l, ſquared but 
little with that Exceſs of Paſhon by which be was 
bke to become troubleſome or formidable to the Per- 
ton he loved, TI imparted this Thought to Sarab. She 
G. 6 agreed 
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agreed, that in his Looks and Applications ſhe never 
remarked that Air of Paſſion which is the CharaQe- 
riſtick of Hearts in Love, and of which, ſhe con- 
feſled to me with a Smile, ſhe had by long Experience 
learned to judge. But his Language, added ſhe, is 
not therefore a Whit the leſs preſſing; and if it be 
not Love that prevails on him to importune me by ſuch 
eager Sollicitations, I thould dread even more ano- 
ther Paſſion, that ſhould be ſtrong enough to act fo 
powerfully under the Maſk of a falſe pretended Love. 
Without, anſwered I, believing his Love to be falſe 
or pretended, one may attribute the Effects. of which 
you complain, to ſome more powerful Paſſion, from 
which it borrows a Share of its Ardour, My Lord 
Tenermill interrupted- us this Moment, begging Leave 
to make one in our Converſation. The Tone he al- 
ſumed in my Preſence ſeemed to juſtify the Complaints 
of Sarah. He upbraided her for the Refiſtance ſhe 
had made to his Happineſs, and calling me for a Wit- 
neſs to the former Vivacity of his Love, he proteſted 
it with ſome military Oaths, which his late Expedition 
to Ireland had but too much increaſed. I confeſs, 
that being accuſtomed to the tender Languors, and re- 
ſpectful Eagerneſs, whether of Patrick and the Count 
2 8 , or whether of Sarah and the Counteſs ; 
J could not in this Cavalier Air diſcover the Character 
of that Love, of which I had formed to myſelf an 

Idea from the Example of others. | 
I ſoon unravelled this ous vey þ Going out with 
him from Sarah's Apartment, he ſpoke of the De- 
fign of his Marriage with the ſame Ardour, but with 
an Air leſs ſtudied. After ſome decent Remarks on 
the Notions he had of my Friendſhip, he told me, 
that I was luckily arrived to take Share in thoſe 
Things which he had in Expectation, as the moſt ad- 
vantagious for himſelf, and moſt glorious for his Fa- 
mily; that it was a Secret yet known to none but the 
King himſelf, While he was in 1reland Fortune had 
ſo far favoured him, as to give him the Opportunity 
of being uſeful to the King's Service in an Affair of 
L great 
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eat Importance. His Majeſty, who did not think 
imſelf diſpenſed from ſhewing his Gratitude for an 
Obligation wherein his Subjects were ſerviceable to 
him, had loaded him with Careſſes on his Return, and 
giving him Room to hope for every Thing from his 
Favours, had declared under the Obligation of Secre- 
cy, that if he could augment his Fortune by an ad- 
vantageous Marriage, his Deſign was to create him a 
Duke. Judge, ſaid he, if with the tender Affections 
you have fora long Time known me to have for Sa- 
rab, I am not ſtrongly intereſted to preſs her to accept 
my Hand. I dare not, added he, improve this Mo- 
tive, which would perhaps diminiſh ſomething from 

the Opinion ſhe has of my Love, and moreover the 
King's Commands oblige me to Silence. But to you, 
whoſe Diſcretion equals your Wiſdom, I make no 
Difficulty to diſcover myſelf with the Hopes that you 
will aid me in obtaining Sarah's Conſent, which muſt 
ſeal my Fortune and Happineſs. 

Words ſo clear and open would have removed all 
Sarah's Doubts, if I had been at Liberty to communi- 
cate to her what my Brother imparted to me as a Se- 
cret. But her Reflexion on the Force of a Paſſion, 
that was capable of lending Ardour to Love, became 
from hence more demonſtrable to me. It ſeemed a 
Matter indiſputable, that Tenermill, looking on his 
Marriage with her as the Foundation of his Fortune, 
would take every Thing one might attempt againſt a 
Hope ſo flattering to his Ambition, as ſo many Proofs 
of Hatred. Haughty and imperious as he was, I 
doubted whether he would — — even his Brother 
the Conteſt with him for a Heart, to which he ima- 

ined his long Services had given him a juſt Claim. 
Thus nothing could become ſo delicate as my Situa- 
tion, xs thy Neeeſlity I was of coming to Expla- 
nations with him in conducting the Interel of Sarab, 


which all the World was not capable of making me 
abandon. I drew myſelf nevertheleſs out of ſuch a 
preſſing Perplexity by an equivocal Anſwer, which I 
was convinced he would take in a Senſe the moſt ** 
| vourable 
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vourable to his own Love. Having firſt compliment- 

him upon the King's Favour ; it Sarah, ſaid I, bas 
a Reliſh for Grandeur, ſhe will without Doubt be in 
Haſte to meet your Eagerneſs, and without betraying 
the Secret impoſed on you, I promiſe you to give her 
Room enough to gueſs at what your Aims for her tend. 
He ſeemed ſatisſied with this Promiſe. - My Deſign 
was indeed not to conceal from Sarah, that it was the 
Ambition of Tenermil! ſhe ought to be upon her 
Guard againſt, and having given her this Advice the 
ſame Day, I did not in the leaſt perceive that theſe 
Hopes of Grandeur, which I explained to her in a 
looſe and indeterminate Manner, had made Impreſſion 
enough on her Heart, to combat thereby for ane Mo- 
ment her Love. 

On the contrary, if I had yielded to her Propoſals, 
ſhe would have gone a few Days after to live in Pa- 
tricts Solitude. It came into her Mind, that without 
letting him know ſhe was in his Neighbourhood, ſhe 
could eaſily hire a Houſe in the ſame Village. From 
the Thoughts alone of breathing there the ſame Air 
with him, and of procuring there every Day News of 
his Situation, whereby to regulate her Joy and Grief 
from the Accounts ſhe ſhould receive of his Health 
and Repoſe, ſhe formed in her Imagination the Plan 
of a Life moſt pleaſant and happy. I had a good deal 
of Difficulty to perſuade her to lay afide this Project; 
and [ did ſo only by promiſing her immediately to 
take a Journey to the Abbey to ſee him, and talk to 
him, and to try his Pulſe whether he had yet remain 
wy, Inclination for her. 

ſhould have poſtponed this Journey but a ſhort 
Time, though I had made no ſuch Promiſe to Sarah. 
Beſides the Inquietude with which I was perpetually 
filled for the Health of ſo dear Brother, F had been 
under a Neceſſity of excufing his Delay under the Pre · 
text of Sickneſs, which I ſhould have badly fupport- 
ed, if I had let too long an Interval ftp without pre- 
tending at leaſt to return to him. The Count De 
S and my Lord Tenermill had often defired to 
» $0 
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go and fee him themſelves to the Neighbourhood of 
Orleans, where I had told them he had been obliged 
to ſtop. Nevertheleſs, not having explained myſelf 
to them upon the Kind of Sickneſs he had, or not 
having ſpoken to'them of it m a Manner capable of 
alarming them, they relied as to his Situation upon 
the Tranquillity I affected, and of which they could 
not have thought me capable, if he had been in the 
leaſt Danger. I pitched upon the Day they leaſt ex- 
pected for my Departure, to prevent the Deſire either 
of them might have had to bear me Long. 1 
nevertheleſs gave Sarah an Account of it. What did 
ſhe not ſay to me upon this Occaſion? With what 
Ardour, with what Affection did ſhe not recommend 
to me the Care of his Happineſs, and the Concern of 
his Life? I paſſed a whole Night in receiving the Sen- 
timents of her Heart, and in repeating the Exproions 
ſhe defired I would uſe to my Brother. 

I had no Body but Jacis with me. Before I ſhew- 
ed myſelf at'the Abbey, I thought proper to diſpatch 
Jacin there, to obtain ſome Informations upon the 
Changes that might have 7 £045 ſince my laſt Jour- 
ney to it, He reported indeed two Pieces of News, 
which cauſed me more Surprize than I could have ever 
expected from it-; One was, that Patrick, whole Name 
they did not yet know, had propoſed to the Supenour 
to be admitted among the — of the Religious ; 
the other, that this worthy | Man had made a Difficulg 
ty of dcing ſo from this Reaſon alone, that having 
conceived a high Idea of my Brother, from divers 
Reaſons, which had ſerved as a Foundation to his 
Conjectures, he feared he ſhould draw on himſelf 
Reproach by complying with his Inſtances, which did 
not ſeem to him to proceed from a Tranquillity of 
Heart and Mind. 

To what an Exceſs of Trouble did I not fancy the 
ſorrowful Patrick was come, to be le-of ſub» 
mitting to ſuch violent Extremities? With a high Re- 
ſpect to Religion I had always kuowm him have ſo 
great an Eſtrangement ſrom thoſe ſingular n of 

wy, 
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Piety, that I have been obliged a thouſand Times to 
oppoſe his Averſion and Prejudices againſt the Gene- 
rality of religious Societies. In the Diſorder I ima- 
gined his Reaſon to be, was it to Grace I could af- 
cribe the Change of his Notions, and did it not ra- 
ther appear, that ſuffering himſelf to be vanquiſhed by 
Deſpair, he ſought an End of it by a Remedy even 
more terrible than his Troubles ; as a Madman throws 
himſelf headlong into an Abyſs, or voluntarily buries 
a Poynard in his Heart? It was Time then to force 
him from his Solitude, and to make him hear againſt 
his Inclinations every Thing that my Zeal had made 
me conſider for calming his Heart. But what Advan- 
tages had I to expect for Sarah's Hopes, and what 
little Appearance did J ſee of being able to turn all 
the Inſtructions ſhe had given me in Charge at my 
Departure to a good Uſe? 

I repaired immediately to the Abbey, and aſking 
Leave of the Religious to talk to their Solitary, I faw 
myſelf expoſed to a Refuſal out of a Fear of grieving 
him by a Violation of his Orders. Nevertheleſs my 
Intreaties, and the Pretence of many important Af- 
fairs, prevailed on the Superiour to undertake the 
Trouble of making him conſent to my Viſit. He 
conducted me to the Door of his Apartment, and go- 
ing in before to tell him of my coming under the bare 
Name of an Eccleſiaſtick, who expreſſed a great De- 
Gre to ſee him, he returned with Permiſſion to bring 
me in. Patrick had no ſooner caſt his Eyes on me, 
than turning away his Face; Al}! cried he, it is he 
himſelf, I miſtruſted it at the firſt Word of the Supe- 
riour. Ah! What Intereſt do you find in purſuing 
me, added. he fixing on me at length his Looks al- 
tered by his tedious Trouble; how have you diſcover- 
ed a Retreat, in which I thought myſelf forgotten by 
all Men? But you do not come out of Seaſon, added 
he again, and you will find me in thoſe Diſpoſitions, 
which are agreeable to your Principlcs. 

For my Part, I looked on him with an Eye much 
more attentive than his, and ſcarce knowing him 15 
BELT. k wander 
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under the Sadneſs and Dejection in which I ſaw” him 

plunged, I admired that ſo ſhort a Space could make 
ſach an Alteration in his Face, Every Thing about 
him ſeemed. diſpoſed to keep his Grief in — 
nance; a Suit of dark purple Hangings, not capable 
of reflecting the Rays of Light, ſome Chairs placed 
without Order, upon which his Cloaths and Books 
were confuſedly ſcattered, his Windows half cloſed 
to ſhut out the Light of the Sun, as if he feared it 

would diſpel the natural Gloomineſs; and in the 
neighbouring Places a Silence ſo profound, that one 
could not hear in them even the Chirpings of Birds, or 

the Whiſperings of the Wind: Thefs melancholy 
Appearances inſpired in me a Share of that Sorrow, 

that ſeemed to bo diffuſed all around me. The An- 
{wer I made Patrick expreſſed a Feeling of this Im- 
preſſion ; it was ſhort and mournful ; ſurprized my- 

ſelf that the Senſes had ſo great an Empire over Rea- 
ſon, I ſat down ſighing ; and waited till he opened a 

Converſation, that I had not the Power to begin, , 

He kept Silence for ſome Moments, as if he had 

been moved by mine, or as if he were in Search of 
Terms proper to expreſs himſelf in. At length break- 

ing it with an Air, in which Tenderneſs ſeemed to 

take the upper Hand of Grief ; By whatever Way, 
ſaid he, you kave diſcovered my Retreat, I owe you 
my Thanks and Gratitude for the Motive that has led 
you here. This can only be a Sentiment of your an- 
tient Friendſhip, and I ſee moreover in your Eyes no- 
thing but the Pity which my Situation has inſpired you 
with. Do not think, continued he, that it is Love 
torments me with ſo much Violence. The Force of 
Honour, and the Power of a juſt Reſentment, have 
effaced even the laſt Traces of that Paſſion out of my 
Heart, I think no more of that perfidious Woman 
than to deteſt her Memory ; and when at firſt you ſaw 
in me an Appearance of Trouble capable perhaps of 
carrying me to fatal Extremities, I was torn in Pieces 
much more cruelly by Shame than Grief. I even. 
confeſs to you that by retiring to this Solitude, I 
| | | though. 
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thought of nothing but to avoid you, and every one 
elſe, whoſe Looks could be to me à Puniſhment. I 
could not bear the Preſence of ſo many virtuous and 
diſcreet Friends, who had perhaps foreſeen my Infa- 
my, when they oppoſed my fatal Marriage, and who 
had in all Appearance this Reaſon only for condemn- 
ing it. Alas! added he interrupting his Thoughts, 
you will agree nevertheleſs, that if have been de- 


_ ceived by the moſt black Perfidy, it was by an Out- 


fide I was deceived, which might have plunged the 
wiſeſt of Men into the ſame Error. 

What then, added he, bas brought me to this Place, 
is no more than the Fear of Infamy and Ridicule, a 
Thought ſo dreadful and inſupportable to the Heart of 
a Man of Honour, that it would have made me take 
all Sorts of Methods to deliver me from it, at leaſt for 
ſo loag a Time as I have thought it neceſſarily faſten- 
ed to my Misfortune. Nevertheleſs, after having had 
my Heart gnawed with it for ſome Weeks, leſs con- 
fuſed Notions have led me to other Reflexions ; I am 
convinced by ſhaking off the Yoke of Prejudices, 
that it is only a falſe and ſenſeleſs Opinion, that can 
make the Honour of Man depend on the Conduct of 
a Wife, and the Succeſs of a Marriage. Theſe Argu- 


Weight and Conſideration of Reaſon and Religion, 
that exalting me above my firſt Terrors, I ſhould 
without Heſitation have quitted my Retreat, if I had 
not had over and above another Motive to ſtay me 
here. But it is now I am about informing you of my 
real Weakneſſes, which you never yet have been able 
to penetrate. I diſcover them to you with ſo much 
the more Confidence, as your Arrival appears in my 
Eyes a Favour from Heaven in the Neceflity I ſtand 
of a Guide. ; 

I was ſo delighted to hear him ſpeak this Language, 
that without foreſecing to what Point his Dilcourſe 
was going to lead me, being equally moved by the 
Aſſurance he gave me of his Cure, and by the Hope 


Fincer 
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Fincer to Purpoſe, I could. not- forbear interrupting; 
him to ſnew him Marks'as much of my Surprise as 
Joy. I even embraced him with a Lightneſs of Heart, 
which broke out in the moſt lively and affectionate 
N But, as if he was prepared to give 
me ſucceſſive Proofs of all Kinds of Surprize, he ha- 
ſtily enough drew himſelf from between my Arms, 
and looking on me with the ſame Air with which he 
had at firſt began his Diſcourſe ; For what-do you con- 
gratulate me, ſaid he, and what Subject of Joy can 
you then find amidſt the Griefs that devour me? This 
Queſtion, and the gloomy and ferious Air that conti- 
nued to ſway in his Countenance, made me return 
to my Chair, where I ſat down in a Silence, that left 
him full Liberty to reſume his Diſcourſe. 

If, ſaid he, any Expreſſion has eſcaped me that 
bears a Reſemblance of Joy, it is much belyed by the 
Sorrow of my 'Thoughts. In recovering my Heart 
to its natural State, by the Victory I have obtained 
dver the Paſſions I have deſcribed to you, I feel my- 
ſelf more unhappy a thouſand Times, than when 1 
was in ſo violent a Situation. I am ignorant how it 
happens with the ordinary Rank of Men ; but if any 
be found among them, to whom the common Occu- 
pations of Life, or even the Wealth that depends on 
Fortune, can procure a perfect Tranquillity, I congra- 
tulate them for their Happineſs. My Humour is to 
feel an inſurmountable Heavineſs in the midſt of every 
Thing that bears the Name of Pleaſure and Amuſe- 
ment. I have thought a long Time, that this is a 
Defect of which I ought to accuſe Nature ; but the 
Pangs I have found in Love have taught me where- 
in ſhe has placed for me my true Happineſs, and I 
have pitied the reſt of Mankind, when I have known 
myſelf to be ſo ſuperior to them by thoſe Affections 
and Reliſhes, to which no Man in the World has ever 
yet been ſo ſenſible as I. Nevertheleſs after an Ex- 
periment full of Charms, I have ſeen myſelf deprived 
all at once of my Happineſs, and my Loſs is ſo 
much the more terrible, that if the * 
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which I thought my Happineſs attached, could be. 
tray me with a ſhameful Perfidy, T have no Hopes 
ever to find one again, to whom my Heart can ſur- 
render itſelf up with the ſame Degree of Confidence. 
Thus, whilſt not only all my Love remains, but I 
have even obtained a Certainty, that it is only in the 
Exerciſe of it I can be happy, I find myſelf con- 
demned all my Life to the Want of ſo neceſſary a 
Bleſſing, by a cruel Miſtruſt, which will hinder me 
for ever to place the leaſt Reliance on the Outſide of 
a Woman, after having been ſo barbarouſly deceived 
by mine. Perhaps, continued Patrick, this Language 
may appear ſtrange to you; but ſhew: me a Heart ſo 
tender as mine, it will eafily underſtand me. My 
Diſguſt for the World, ſince I thus deſpair to find in 
it the ſole Happineſs on which I fix a real Value, has 
aroſe to this Point, ſo as to make me think of forſak- 
ing it, by uniting myſelf for ever to this Abbey. I 
ſhall not find in it thoſe Things. that the World eſteems 
moſt pleaſurable ; but I conceive. that I may there 
hope for other Bleſſings, to which the World is a 
Stranger; and I ſhall be at leaſt delivered from the 
Neceſſity that my Birth impoſes on me of procurin 

Riches, which I deſpiſe, or Honours, of which 7 
know the Vanity, or of ſubjecting myſelf to a thou- 
ſand Complaiſances, which I look upon as the moſt 
childiſh and vain of all Slaveries. They have here, 
added he, rejected my Propoſal from ſome Difficulties, 
that you may remove; and I hope your Zeal will in- 
duce you to favour a Deſign which I think conform- 
able to your Maxims. | 
- Upon finiſhing theſe Words, he lightly ſkipped off 
his Chair, as if he had found himſelf more at Liberty 
from a Diſcharge of his Burden, and walking at a 
great Rate about the Chamber, he ſeemed to wait im- 
patiently for my Anſwer. Although Facin's Infor- 
mation had prepared me for what I had juſt heard, 1 
yet ranked my Ideas in order that I might unfold my- 
ſelf with the more Perſpicuity and Force. He turned 
to me with the Air of a Man, whoſe Mind ſeemed 6 
. [»3 
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be talcen up with ſome Reflexions. I will not at all 
conceal from you, ſaid he, what has happened to me 
ſome Days paſt. Donna Figuerrez, who, like you, 
has diſcovered the Place of my Retreat, has offered 
me her Heart by a very affectionate Letter; and 
would make me confider it as a happy Lot to unite 
myſelf to her. But if the Knowledge I have of her 
Charms has awakened my natural Tenderneſs, I am 
far from ee Fra her all the Qualities that my 
Heart requires in being affected to her. Such as I 
know in her would never make me chuſe her but for 
an agreeable Friend ; and of all Women in the World 
it is ſhe who could inſpire me the moſt with Miſtruſt 
and Fear in Love. I obſerved to her, added he, in 
my Anſwer, that my preſent Diſpoſition did not in- 
dulge me in any Thing for her but Acknowledgment 
and Efteem. 

This Diſcovery made me make ſome Alteration in 
the Anſwer I was muſing upon; for in my Deſign of 
feeling his Pulſe as to his Inclinations for Sarah, I had 
Thoughts to have named Donna Figuerrez with her, 
to judge better of his Sentiments by this Trial. But 
I] was from his Words better ſatisfied to have one Ob- 
ſtacle the leſs to ſurmount, having always had ſome. 
Tendency to believe, that he was better diſpoſed, than 
he was willing to be thought, for this Spaniſb Lady. 
The Deſcription he had given me of his inward Strug- 
gles, the Idea he was willing to give me of his 
Troubles, and even the Reſolution he had formed of 
Quitting the World, gave me fo little Perplexity, that 
without ſtaying to make him ſuperfluous Remonſtran- 
ces, I was reſolved to come all of a ſudden to Pro- 
paſals more capable of flattering his Heart, It ſuffi- 
ced me to think, that even with the CharaRer he had 
given of himſelf, and which I had long ſince diſco- 
vered, religious Solitude was what would be ſo little 
ſuitable to him, that I ſhould think myſelf authorized 
by all Sorts of Rights, without any other Explanati- 
on, to inſpire him with ſuch Sentiments as ſhould 


agree better with his Age, his natural Qualities, _ 
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the Situation in which he already ſtood in the World. 
My Zeal for Religion had not ſo much blinded me as 
to make 'me take the Agitations of an unquiet Heart 
for the Call of Heaven; and notwithſtanding the high 
Opinion I had of a religious Life, I never Noatht it 
was a Choice to which all the World was called with- 
out Diſtinction. In one Word, the Piety I required 
of my Brothers was that which agreed with the Duties 
of a civil Life, under the different Conditions in which 
the Author of Religion had placed us ; and I thought 
the Vocation marked out by their Birth and per- 
ſonal Qualities, ſuch as might render them Aa 10 
Society. 

According to theſe Principles, upon which Patrick 
had not done me Juſtice enough, I ſeparated from my 
Anſwer every Thing different from the Motive that 
brought me there; and ſeeking only to do a Service 
to Sarah Fincer, the Utility of which ſeemed to me 
to be equal as to him, I reſted myſelf on that Diſ- 
poſition of Heart, which he had confeſſed to me, 
and that I had already known ſo well. I could not 
have believed, ſaid I, that with the Character you aſ- 
cribe to yourſelf, an unhappy Choice, which never 
had been made, (if you will ſuffer me to call back 
the Memory of it) with the Cares and Precautions re- 
quired by Wiſdom, and which was only (to explain 
myſelf yet with more Freedom) an inconſiderate Paſ- 
fion of your early Youth, ought to take away from 
you all Hopes of ſũcceeding more happily in fatisfy- 
ing your Heart.” There are Women of Merit and 
approved Virtue ; ſuch who to the Charms of Beauty 
and Wit have joined all thoſe Qualities, which you do 
not find in Dana Figzerrez ; ſuch as you might have 
found in Sarah Fincer, if your unhappy Paſſion had 
,not made you break thoſe Bonds, which- ought to 
have united you for ever to a Woman ſo amiable. 
During this Time I obſerved his Countenance, and not 
3 his leaſt Motion to eſcape me, I hoped, in 
Spite o 
Never had Artifice and Subtilty of themſelves taken 
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him, to have penetrated into his Inclinations. 


Poſſeſ- 
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Poſſeſſion of my Mind, but when I had conceived 
that without wounding Probity or Religion, they 
might aſſure Succeſs to ſome honeſt or virtuous View: 
the ancient Habit I had of regulating my ontward Ap» 
pearance had made me apt =. 6 fit to compoſe the Air 
of my Countenance, and the Tone of my Voice, ac- 
cording to the End I had in Proſpect. Parrick, who 
never was capable even of this Sort of Diſſimulation, 
ſighed deeply at the Name of Sarah, and, without 
miftruſting my Intention, making even an Excuſe to 
interrupt me, I am not, faid ne, to regret the Heart 
of the virtuous Sarah, and I do not bluſh to confeſs 
that J have done her Injuſtice. But ſhe is amply re- 
venged for it by my Abaſement and Mortification. 
He held his Peace to hear the Sequel of my Words. 
I did not let the deſired Opportunity flip. If it be 
true, ſaid I affecting to be moved by his Reflexion, you 
could have this Opinion of Sarah, you ſhould have 
excepted her from thoſe Subjects of Miſtruſts, that you 
pretend to have 2 her Sex, and I do not ſee 
from whence ſhould proceed the Deſpair, which makes 
you renounce all Notions of Happineſs. Here his 
Attention ſeemed to recolle& itſelf in order to examine 
what he had heard, and recovering immediately out 
of this Meditation ; No, no, faid he, I ſhould have 
deſpaired of nothing ; if it had been permitted me to 
think „and pauſing at this Word, beyond which 
it ſeemed he durſt not extend his Thoughts; but, add- 
ed he, the Enemy of her Honour and Repoſe, her 
Tyrant, her Executioner, the Murderer of her Father 
and her Uncle, in fine, the Man, whom ſhe has 
molt Reaſon to deſpiſe and hate, is not indeed made 
to be well received by her ; eſpecially, when no- 
hag but a forced Repentance appears to bring him 

ack. 

This Grief, though imperfectly expreſſed, ſeemed 
to me ſo natural, that I had need to ſtrain myſelf to . 
conceal my Joy. I was pleaſed all at once in having 
diſcovered enough-from hence to lay hold of the ten- 
der Place in his Heart, and lead him inſenſibly to my 


Views, 
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Views, by the Uſe I ſhould make of this Knowledge, 
I always thought it would be a Mortification for $4. 
rah, and grievous to myſelf that both of us ſhould be 
reduced to ſollicit the Return of Patrick as a Favour; 
on the contrary, I now reſumed Hopes of making a 
Merit of my Services and the Compliances of Sarah, 
as a Sort of Pardon and: Indulgence, the Certainty and 
Extent of which ſhould not be regulated but by his 
Repentance. With this Reſolution I made a new Ef- 
fort of throwing ſome Coldneſs into my Anſwer. 
Vou have cauſed Sarah, ſaid I without looking on him, 
all the Evils that Spleen and Hatred could invent, and 
J know not if there ever yet has been an Example of 
io many Craelties to a Woman, whom you have no- 
thing to reproach with but an Exceſs of Love. Never- 
theleſs I know ſhe has ſo much Sweetneſs and Good- 
neſs, that ſcarce have any other Marks of Impatience 
eſcaped her than Sighs and Tears. She conſented 
however to our Se ion, interrupted he with 


700 Warmth, and the Loſs of me ſoon: ceaſed to afflit 


her. I admired this Exceſs of Injuſtice. How ? 1 
could not forbear anſwering him, do you impute the 
mortal Violence ſhe did herſelf as a Crime, and do 
you look upon it as a Slight to you? Do you upbraid 
her for having conſented to pleaſe you to her own 

Miefortone ? Tell me then what I ought 
to thiak of your Humour, in which I more and more 
ſee nothing but monſtrous Contradiftions. This Re- 


proach made him however penſive and thoughtful, 
At length, changing his Seat with a Tranſport dil- 


covered hy the Quickneſs of his Motion; If I durlt 
believe, ſaid he, the leaſt Share of what I deſire, 
ah ! far from hearkening to Deſpair, I ſhould thank 
Heaven for my Happineſs. | 

I thought the Victory over him ſecure, and did not 
fail of Addreſs to warm theſe firſt Sentiments; I gave 
him Room to hope for every Thing from my Care, 
and added a thouſand Reaſons tending to make him 
underſtand, that what he might look upon perhaps as 


a free and voluntary Return, appeared to me as a 
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Duty of Religion and Honour. You ſpeak, ſaid I, 
of taking on you here irrevocable Engagements ; but 
do you believe yourſelf ſo diſengaged from your firſt 
Bands, that you have the Liberty of diſpoſing of your- 
ſelf with ſuch a Forgetfulneſs of every Thing that 
perhaps has ceaſed to affect you ? If you now look on 
your ſecond Marriage as the Fruit of an irregular Paſ- 
ſon, how can you perſuade yourſelf that it can ſerve 
as a lawful Reaſon for breaking the firſt ? Without an- 
{wcring you, added I, as to the Inclinations of Sarah, 
all my Underſtanding deceives me, if you be diſpen- 
{ed by Religion itſelf, to which you would make ſo 
many Sacritices, from repairing by Amends at leaſt, 
anch tenders the Outrage you have committed againſt a 
virtuous Woman, whoſe Rights all your Injuſtices 
have not had Power to diminthh. 

A Motive fo ſpecious, ſeconded by the Inclination 
of his Heart, diſpoſed him almoſt the ſame Moment 
to offer me larger 'Terms, than I could have dared to 
have aſked him. I ſhall try, faid he, whether Heaven 
has any Favour in Reſerve for me. Do you become 
my Guide, as I promiſed myſelf you would when I 
{aw you arrive: but let it be in Queſt of that Road to 
Happineſs, which you have inſpired me with the Bold- 
neſs to purſue. He committed to me the Conduct of 
regulating our Departure, and of the Meaſures he had 
to obſerve on his Arrival at Paris. I judged it pro- 
per he ſhould paſs ſome Days yet in the Abbey, to 
avoid giving an Air of Inconſtancy to his Reſolution ; 
and I took Care in this Interval to juſtify by divers 
Reaſons the Motives that obliged him to leave it. The 
Religious, who had ſeen him plunged for ſo long a 
| ime in a profound Grief, admired at the Alteration 
that followed our firſt Converſation. . - Curioſity, which 
1s one of the principal Vices of a Cloiſter, induced 
then many to a Deſire of diving into his Adventure, 
or of knowing at leaſt by what Charm I had aſſumed 
ail of a ſudden ſo great an Aſcendant over his Mind. 
Put I eluded their troubleſome Queſtions with fo much 


Care, that I even left them in Ignorance that I was 
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his Brother. Whatever Idea they might form of us, 
they had no Reaſon to complain of our Gratitude, I: 
made us add to the Quarter's Penſion, for which they 
had agreed with Patrick, ſuch Preſents as ſurpaſſed 
their Ex pectation. 

Every Step we made towards Paris gave as it were 
a freſh Degree of Hope to my Brother, by the Care 
I had taken of huſbinding thoſe Hints, by which I 
thought proper to augment it. Nevertheleſs, I left 
him under Uncertainty enough to exerciſe his Deſires ; 
and the Secret promiſing me more Facility to conduct 
it by an open Declaration of his Sentiments, I adviſed 
him to retire to Saiſens, whilſt I went, to Paris to aſ- 
ſure myſelf of the Diſpoſitions of Sarah. He did not 
leave me without conjuring me to apply all my Zeal 
to the Succeſs of an Enterprize, the Difficulties of 
which yet terrified him. His tender Inſtances recalled 
to my Mind thoſe of Sarah, who uſed almoſt the ſame 
Expreſſions in recommending her Intereſts to me; and 
for more than a Moment it coſt my Heart much Pain 
to delay to either one or the other of them a Happi- 
neſs, that ſeemed to depend on me. Nevertheleſs, 
with the Deſire I had of ſparing the Modeſty of Sarah, 
I was held back by a Fear of offending Tenermill, 
whoſe Pretenſions had made too great a Glare for me 
to expect, that he would eaſily renounce them even 
in Favour of his Brother, I went into the Count's 
Houſe as much affected by this Thought, as 1 had 
been by my Commiſſion to Patrick on my Arrival at 
his Abbey. Tenermill, not having returned to his 
own Houſe, as being under a Neceſſity of paſſing 
over to Ireland in the ; Bropa I was apprehenſive, that 
being lodged at the Count's, he would appear to me 
before I could give an Account of my Journey to 
Sarah ; or, that following me into her Apartment, 
he might caſt me into ſome Perplexity ſtill more to 
be dreaded, from the Difficulty of ſatisfying - thoſe 
Queſtions, which might proceed from ſuch different 
Motives. | 


The 


The Dean of CoLERAINE, 159 


The meeting of him, which I ſhould thus have 
taken for the moſt unſeaſonable and unlucky Accident 
] had to fear, ceaſed ſoon to appear. ſo to me, when 
upon my going up Stairs I ſaw Donna Figutrrex com- 
ing down them led by the Count and Counteſs of 
$ „who were eager in loading her with Com- 
pliments. She ſhouted for Joy at ſeeing me, and pray- 
ing Leave of the Counteſs to go back into the Apart- 
ment to hear an Account of my Journey, ſhe gave me 
room to fear, I ſhould get but badly off of this 
Scrape, which I looked upon as one of the moſt pain- 
fal Moments of my Life. I learned from her firſt 
Words, that being arrived a few Days before at Pa- 
ris, ſhe could not reſiſt her Impatience of becoming 
acquainted with PatricPs Family. She had requeſt- 
ed Permiſſion of my Siſter to viſit her, and the Title 
of my Brother's Friend, and Niece to the Spani 
Ambaſſador, under which ſhe had made herſelf known 
Mat once, had obliged the Count and Counteſs to re- 
ceive her both with Careſſes and Diſtinction. No In- 
tereſt inducing them to conceal my Journey from her, 
they had told her what they had learned from me 


before my Departure, and her Curioſity being much 


more briſk and of greater Extent than theirs, made 
her hearken to my Account with an Eagerneſs ſhe 
could not diſſemble. | 

What Diſſimulation could be lucky enough to con- 
ceal from her the Arrival of Patrick! For this was 
the Point in which all my Hopes centered. She might 
explain according to her Fancy the Marks I diſcover- 
cd of my Perplexity; but being little attentive to 
conceal them from her, I began an Account that I 
ould have ill conducted to the End, if my Ideas had 
not been opened in Proportion as I proceeded, After 
a Relation exact enough in Circumſtances, that ſhe 
had found the Means of writing to Patrick, 1 ſpoke 
of the Reſolution my Brother had taken of abandon- 
ing his Retreat, as of an Event which had given my- 
ſelf much Surprize ; and wrapping myſelf up in ſome 
equivocal Expreſſions, 5 added, that he had quitted 
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me on the Road, letting me know that his De 
was not to return directly to Paris. As his Health, 
ſaid I, is perfectly reſtored, I am under no Alarms, 
and I rely moreover upon his Promiſe of letting me 
hear from him. 

My ſole Deſign was to take Donna Figuerrex off the 
Scent, and the Manner in which I executed it ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well, that having led the Count and Coun- 
teſs into the ſame Error, I reſolved not only to hold 
them in it, but to let them impart it to Tenermill, and 
to all their Houſe. I had an eaſy Excuſe ; if any 
one ſhould happen to ſurprize him at Sai/ons, and I 
ſhould have thought it of good Uſe to unfold the Se- 
cret, when I could not poſſibly keep it ſuch above 
two Days. Donna Figuerrez, diſmayed at what ſhe 
had heard, asked me a hundred Queſtions, which 1 
got rid of with the ſame Preſence of Mind, and Te. 
nermill coming in during our Converſation, I had 
Room to praiſe the Politeneſs of the Count, who re- 
peated to him my Story to ſpare me the Trouble of 
going over it again. 

Whilſt I hugged myſelf with an Invention, from 
which I reckoned to raiſe myſelf a Merit with Sa- 
rab, Tenermill ſtruck up an Acquaintance with Donne 
Figuerrez, and added Offers of Services to his Com- 
pliments, when he underſtood from herſelf the Mo- 
tives that had made her wiſh to be acquainted with 
the Counteſs and all our Family. She ſeemed well 
Pleaſed at his Offer to ſerve her as a Guide in viſit- 
ing the Curioſities of Paris. They agreed upon a 
Day. I ſaw without Pain this Commencement of 
their Acquaintance; and if I had known Tenermill 
more capable of ſuffering himſelf to be ſurprized by 
the Allurements of a Woman, I ſhould have flattered 
myſelf, that taking a Reliſh for this fair Stranger, 
whoſe Humour ſeemed to me to be much more ſuit- 
able to his than that of Sarah, it had relieved me 
from a Share of the Obſtacles which I apprehended 
from him in my Enterprize. But Ambition would 


have ſerved him as a Curb, though he had been more 
- | f ſenſible 
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{enfible of the Power of Love. I obtained from the 
Eſteem he took for Donna Figuerrex only the Liber- 
tv of a Converſation with Sarah, without Fear of 
being interrupted by his Preſence for ſome Hours 
that he employed in rambling about Paris to ſatisfy 
his Engagements. _ 

t I tnought the Time tedious till I ſaw. Fincer's 
Daughter, ſhe could ſcarce moderate her Ardour, 
which gave her in a Manner Wings to meet me up- 
on receiving the firſt News of my Arrival. I never- 
cheleſs watched with a good deal of Precaution not to 
expoſe myſelf in my Viſit to any Interruption from 
Tenermill ; I therefore laid hold of the Time where- 
in knew he was employed. Sarah ſtretched out 
der Arms to me as ſoon as ſhe ſaw me appear. Come, 
bid ſhe, and do not be afraid to embrace your Silter. 
But it is from you, added ſhe, taking herſelf up, that 
| am going to hear, whether I ought to place my 
Con fidence in this Tranſport, Do you bring me the 
Confirmation of your happy Preſages ; or am I con- 
cemned to paſs the reſt of my Life in Humiliation 
and Tears? | 

The Weakneſs of her Health required me to ma- 
tage her with ſome Caution. Inured, as ſhe was, to 
Sorrow, I would not all at once heap on her an Ex- 
cls of Joy, under which ſhe might have a Difficulty 
ef ſupporting herſelf. I talked to her of the Affecti- 


ons of my Brother, as a Tribgte upon which ſhe had 


aways a Right to reckon ; and which he had never 
cfaled even during the T'ime he had forſaken her 
for another. Then taking Notice, that far from ex- 
roing her to ſuffer any Thing from an Exceſs of Joy, 
{xprefions ſo warily handled had left in her a ſecret 
Grief, I aſſured her, that he was nevertheleſs melted 
down by Compaſſion at hearing me ſpeak of her. 
Thus endeavouring leſs to raiſe her by Degrees to 
Comfort, than to deliver her inſenkbly from what 
vas capable of afflicting her, I without any violent 
Impreflion led her to the Knowledge of the moſt 
lappy News I had to tell her. The whole Power of 
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Love did not then poſſeſs her Heart in a leſs Degree, 
although it made its Entrance by ſach Caution and 
Management. Thus ſhe was a long while as it were 
intoxicated with this Fullneſs of Pleaſure, which ſweet: 
ly diffuſed itielf over all her Senſes. Her Tongue was 
for ſome Time without the Power of moving; her 
Eyes, although enlivened by the Fire kindled up in 
her Heart, had yet leſs of Vivacity, than of Tender: 
neſs and Languor. But having added under what Un- 
certainty I left Patrick, when I had aſſured her, that 
it depended on her to haſten or retard the Deciſion he 
expected, ſhe rouſed herſelf out of this Kind of 
Dream; Ah! faid ſhe, why do you ſuffer him to 
continue a Moment under his Doubts ; why do you 
abandon him to thoſe Inquietudes, of which no Eody 
in the World knows better than I do the Torment: ? 
Ah! Who moreover knows, added ſhe, whether theſe 
Sentiments, which I owe perhaps only to the Reci- 
tal you have made him of mine, can hold out a long 
Time in Abſence? I will ſee him, I will not gue 
him Time to forget me. Alas! his Heart is bur too 
much accuſtomed to an Emptineſs for me, and for the 
Love that is my due. She would have been gone 
immediately for Saiſons ; and I was under the Ne. 
ceſſity of uſing the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to detain her, 
Beſides the Motive of Decency, which 1 would have 
her obſerve for her own Intereſt, I repreſented to her, 
that not having for a long Time ſtirred out of the 
Count's Houſe, ſhe could not take one Step without 
exciting the Curioſity of the whole Family, and 
above all that of Teuer mill, who perhaps would force 
his Company on her whether ſhe would or not. 
Nevertheleſs, as ſomething muſt be granted to he 
Impatience, and that I had foreſeen the ſame Diff 
culty in moderating that of Patrick, I yielded mort 
readily to her Propoſal of bringing him at Night t 
the Count's. I had my Apartment there, into whicl 
it would be an eaſy Matter to introduce him, and 
did not fear a greater Difficulty of getting him pi 
vately into hers. I undertook to do her this Fw 
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Service ; only I annexed to it a Condition, that in- 
ſtead of giving herſelf up to the Pleaſure of ſeeing 
again her Infidel, and of making with him too eaſy 


a Compoſition, ſhe- ſhould: affect, if not a Coldneſs 


and Indifference, at leaſt ſuch a Kind of Reſentment 
as ſhould augment the Grief and Repentance of the 
Criminal, and even hinder him from believing her 


Pardon too eaſy to be obtained, and the Forgetful- . 


neſs of his Offences ſo certain. She promiſed me 
every Thing that I thought neceſſary to infiſt on; but 
the very Ardour of her Engagements made me doubt 
whether they were ſincere, or whether it was in her 

Power to fulfill them. 
| hoped neverthcleſs ſo much from this Interview, 
that abandoning all other Care, I immediately went 
to Saifons, to declare to Patrick a Happineſs, that he 
had no Room to expect ſo ſoon. He. received the 
News of it with Tranſports. I ſpoke of Dora Fi- 
guerrez, and of the Acquainrance ſhe had made with 
the Counteſs. This Incident, which had diſturbed 
myſelf, cauſed him no leſs Inquietude. After the 
Propoſals ſne had openly made him by Letter, he ſaw 
himſelf expoſed, by the Impatience ſhe ſhewed to knit 
herſelf to our Family, not only to ſee her under 
ſuch Circumſtances as he could expect nothing from 
her but Importunity, but to fear, that with ſo much 
Wit and Addreſs ſhe might raiſe ſome Obſtacle to 
his deareſt Hopes. Her Acquaintance with Tenermill 
ſerved only to double his Fears. Not expecting to 
conceal from him long the Renewal of his Love for 
Sarah, he found himſelf in the Front of two Adver- 
laries, who would have the ſame Intereſt to traverſe 
him, and who would from thence become only too 
terrible by an Union of their Reſentment. This No- 
tion made us deliberate before-hand upon the Conduct 
it was neceſſary for Patrick and Sarah to obſerve af- 
ter their Reconciliation. In the Ardour of a thouſand 
new Sentiments, which already made this good natur- 
ed Brother believe, that his Happineſs depended leſs 
on Rank and Station, than on Satisfaction of his 
H 4' Deſires, 
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Deſires, he ſpoke of going over into Irelaua, and by- 
rying himſelt in the County of Antrim. But I judged 
too well of the Beginning of his Fortune to ſuffer 
him to remove from St. Germain. On the contrary, 
I propoſed to him to go and throw himſelf at the 
King's Feet, with her, whom I yet thought he had 
ſome Right to call his Spouſe, and .to demand from 


that Prince his Protection and Permiſſion immediately 


to renew his Marriage, You ſhall continue at St. 
Germain, ſaid I, under the Eyes of a Protector power- 


ful enough to defend you, and if he has a Deſign, as 


he has otten declared to me, of engaging you to his 
Perſon, you will have no Occaſion of ſeeking out ano- 
ther Sanctuary. | 

He reliſhed this Advice. I had informed him in 
his Retreat, tbat among the Advantages Mademoiſelle 
De L had brought him on his Marriage, there 
{carce remained enough to ſatisfy the Debts ſhe had 
left him to pay. The Titles, upon which his Pre. 
tenſions were founded, were among theſe that had 
been conveyed out of Sight; 3 he had 
only to depend on for all his Means, the Dividend of 
the Sum we had brought out of Vreland. See then, 
ſaid I, if it be ſuitable to your Circumſtances to neg- 
le& the Hopes you have from Fortune. | 

His Reſolutions appearing to be fixed, we ſettled 
the Hour for his coming to Paris, and the Precauti- 
ons he ought to obſerve for getting into my Apart- 
ment. | truſted to the Addreſs of Facin, whom I 
engaged to fend for him. So lawful an Enterprize hav- 
ing nothing in it that ought to alarm me, I was un» 
der no Diſturbance for the Succeſs, and I conſidered 
it only on the Side that flattered my Deſires. I never 


thought of the innocent Pleaſure I might have had in 


leaving Sarah ignorant of the Viſit I had taken Care 


to er her. An unforeſeen Happineſs might 
cauſe her too much Confuſion, and I wiſhed that Pru- 


dence might preſide over all our Reſolutions, _I gave 


Patric Notice of my Deſign, and a Caution to con- 


tribute all in his Power to the concealing our me 
| | 0 
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The Hour I had appointed my Brother was that on 
which the Company that ſupped at the Count's uſed 
to ſeparate, It often happened, that Tenermill went 
Abroad when all the Company were gone, and 1 
obſerved alſo, that he ſometimes ſhut himſelf up in 
his Chamber. Either of theſe Suppoſitions being 
equal to my Purpoſe, I only wanted the Time in 
which all the Houſe was quiet. I had agreed with 
7:cin to give me Notice of it by my Window, that 
looked into the Street; and he was ready to attend 
me towards Twelve o'Clock. I went down myſelf to 
open the Door for my Brother. 

Among a thouſand Reflexions inſpired into me by 
ſuch a whimfical Office, I made one upon Patrick's 
Fortune, who was reduced to come by Stealth, and 
as it were in the Way of an Intrigue, to a Woman 
whoſe Love and Favours he had ſo long neglected. 
The Experience of others made me alſo remark all 
the Caprices of the Paſſions. Sarah, who expected 
us, favoured our March by the Care ſhe had taken 
of planting her Chamber-Maid in our Paſſage. We 
at length gained her Apartment, both agitated by dif- 
ferent Motions, he from a Doubt of the Diſpoſition 
he was about to find Sarah in, and I from a Confu- 
ſion, which the Novelty of the Service I was engaged 


in, gave me in Spite of my Teeth. Joy and Hope 


got nevertheleſs the better in my Heart, when being 
very luckily got in, I ſaw myſelf almoſt ſure of the 
Succeſs of my Enterprize: But Patrick's Perplexity 
continued longer. Although he affected a ſteady 
Countenance, and that not daring to rely on his 
Hopes, he ſeemed to pauſe upon regulating his firſt 
Expreſſions, from the Marks of Pleafare or Diſſatis- 
faction ſhe ſhould diſcover at firſt ſeeing him, I ob- 
ſerved that his Confuſion did not leave him at Li- 
berty enough to make this Diſtinction. Amazed at 
his Silence, I was going to open my Mouth to ſerve 
him as an Interpreter, when ſeeming to recover him- 
ſelf rather from a natural Effect of Courage, than 
trom the Cure of his — he bent one Knee 
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to Sarah, Who had riſen off of her Chair upon ſeeing 
us appear. He was about following this Motion with 
ſome Speech; but the weak Sarah did not give him 
Time to pronounce it; being as much abaſhed, as he 
appeared to humble himſelf, or rather tranſported by 
the Inclination of her Heart, which would not exact 
fo great a Reparation for its Satisfaction, ſhe threw 
her Arms about his Neck, and with a broken Voice, 
and her Head fixed cloſe to his Boſom; Ah! my 
Lord, cried ſhe, with as many Sighs as Words, is it 
then permitted me to believe my Eyes ? This Day, 
which muſt be the moſt happy Day of my Life, if it 
makes me Miſtreſs of your Heart, fhall it anſwer my 
Defires, and the Promiſes Mr. Dean has given me? 
How long a Time have I expected it? What have my 
Impatience and my Tears coſt me? But why this Po- 
ſture before me, added ſhe, yet fqueezing him cloſe ? 
Are not you the Maſter of my Heart and my Repoſe, 
as you are of my Fortune and my Life? Suffer me 
to take that Situation, which becomes me better than 
it does you; for you never kave yet for one ſingle 
Moment loſt the Dominion I have given you over me. 
She would have caſt herſelf on her Knees, if Patrick 
had not bore her up and prevented her. He led her 
to a Chair, where he preſſed her to ſit down, and 
placed himſelf near her. Vexed to ſee her yield ſo 
eaſily to her Tranſport, and to give my Brother ſo 

eat an Advantage over her, I had made her a Sign 
rom the Beginning of her Words to remember my 
Advice, and nat ſeeing that this Notice made any 
Impreſſion on her, I had even puſhed her rudely, to 
make her mind me better. But inſenſible to either 
one or the other of my Hints, ſhe had ſhut her Eyes 
upon every Thing that might one Moment divert 
her from her Object. ä 

I abandoned then this Thought, and fat down near 
them to ſhare in their Jay. Patrick being recovered 
from all the Fears that had tied his Tongue, began to 
expreſs himſelf with ſo many Marks of Repentance 


and Love, that he would ſpeedily have appeared 1 
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the Eyes of Sarah to have merited that Pardon, which 
he ought to have owed only to her Indulgence. But 
the Moment he had given himſelf up to his moſt 


ſweet Tranſports, and had the Pleaſure of ſeeing them . 


hearkened unto with as much Tenderneſs and Satiſ- 
faction, a Noiſe which we ourſelves heard at the Door 
of the Apartment, obliged the Chambermaid, whom 
we had left as a Watch, to come in and interrupt us 
haſtily. She gave us Notice, that having heard the 
Voice of my. Lord Tenermill, ſhe had refuſed to 
open the Door to him, telling him from the Inſide, 
that her Miſtreſs was in Bed. But this Anſwer ſerved 
only to provoke him. In coming into the Houſe, 
he had unluckily obſerved, that there were not only 
Lights in her Chamber, but that ſhe had a Man with 
her. He could not have been deceived in it; fince 
Patrick, being on the Outſide, he had ſeen him with- 
out being able to diſtinguiſh him. Jealouſy had caſt 
him into a furious Tranſport, which carried him at 
firſt with as many Threats as Words to enquire of 
the Porter, whether he had opened the Gate to any 
one. Although I had uſed no other Hands than my 
own in opening it, and even imagined I had not been 
heard by any Body, yet the Porter, who had thought 
he heard ſome Noiſe, yet was doubtful of it, as we 
had the Luck to make much leſs paſſing through the 
Court. But not daring to conceal: from Tenermill, 
what he thought he had perceived in his Drowſineſs, 
this Diſcovery increaſed his jealous Fury. He came 
ſtraight up to Sarab's Apartment, and the black Suſ- 
picions that diſturbed him ſerving for a Pretext plau- 
ible enough, after he had received his Anſwer from 
the Chamber-maid, he inſiſted that the Door ſhould 
be opened for the Security of Sarah herſelf, whom 
he pretended to be in Danger of being robbed or in- 
ſulted by ſome unknown Perſon, that he had ſeen, 
with his own Eyes in her Apartment. 

Of the four that were in the Room, there was no 
Body but Patrick, to whom this cruel ill choſen Time 
did not inſpire with Fear. Beſides his Courage, which 
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wo.ld not ſuffer him to fear the Inſults or Pride of 
any Man, he could not perſuade himſelf, that his Bro- 
ther would one Moment keep up his Pretenfions to 


Sarah, when he knew, that far from approving of 


them, ſhe thought of renewing her firſt Engagements, 
I ſubmitted, ſaid he, to your Reaſons without examin- 
ing them, and conſented to lay hold of this Time 
of Night in coming here out of Deference to your 
Advice ; but as I am aſſured of my Happineſs from 
the generous Goodneſs of my dear Sarah, I ſo little 
apprehend the Preſence of Tenermill, that on the con- 
trary, I am charmed to have him a Witneſs of my 
Joy. Sarah, who knew better than any Body how 
far Tenermill had carried his Preſumption, the Cham- 
ber-maid, whom he had attempted a thouſand Times 
to draw over to his Intereſt, and I myſelf, who had 
in my Memory his former Confidences, had all of us 
another Notion of this Incident ; and his Obſtinacy 
to continue at the Door threw us into a mortal A- 
arm. | 

He continued to knock there ; and although he did 
it with ſome Caution, there was nevertheleſs but little 
Appearance of his giving over the Attempt. The 
Apartment had no other Door than that which he had 
beſieged. In the manner I had conceived thoſe Things, 
the Danger ſeemed to me ſo prefling, that without 
conſulting either Patrick, who could not yet enter in- 


to my Fears, or Sarah, who was only fit to encreaſe 


them by her own, I prayed both of them to remam 
in the Chamber we were in, and I determined to ap- 
pear myſelf alone at the Door. I had a Light in my 
Hand; Tenermill ſhewed an extreme Surprize at ſee- 
ing me. I obſerved his Aſtoniſhment, and believed 
it would be the beſt Way to take Advantage of it by 
upbraiding him for his Behaviour, whereby I was in 
Hopes of throwing him into ſome Perplexity. Is it, 
ſuid I, to the Fumes of Wine that I ought to attri- 
bute the Inſults you have committed againſt a Lady, 
who deſerves more Reſpect, and for whom I thought 
you had other Sentiments ? He did not n 
| intende 
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intended Deluſion. Let us leave Inſults alone, ſaid 
he in a ſteady Tone, and if you have no Mind I 
ſhould go in whether you will or not, let me know 
what Perſon is within there ſo late. Is it poſſible, re- 
plied I, purſuing my firſt Notion, that Wine has ſo 
hurt your Eyeſight as to hinder you from knowing 
me ? What Right have you to call me to an Account 
for what I do here? You ſhall not deceive me, replied 
he, by your vain Shifts ; it is not you I am in Search 
for: And laying Hold of the Door in ſuch a Manner 
as it was impoſſible for me to ſhut it, he ſeemed re- 
ſolved to enter in Spite of me. 'This Violence having 
redoubled my Alarms, I choſe to confeſs to him that 
I was with Patrick, by giving a plain and natural 
Turn to the Motive that brought him there. Ah! 


very well ſaid I, fince your imperious Humour im- 


poſes Laws on me, to which the Conſideration of 
Time and Place obliges me to ſubmit, know that [ 
have here with me your Brother, who upon his Re- 
turn to Paris, thought himſelf obliged to make Ex- 
cuſes for his paſt Conduct to a Lady, on whom he bas 
multiplied Misfortunes. My Brother ! interrupted he; 
Ah! I will be a Witneſs what Turn he gives to his 
Excuſes, and the Manner in which they are received. 
In vain did J refiſt the Effort he made to get in. He 
puſhed into the Anti-chamber in Spite of me, and I 
ran the Riſque of being . by the Shock he 
gave me, ſo that I had nothing elſe to do but follow 
him. | 

Sarah, who ſaw him appear at her Chamber Door, 
came up to him with an Air of Fright, while Patrick, 
piqued at his Boldneſs, remained in a muſing Poſture 
on his Chair, I opened my Mouth inſtantly, Ma- 
dam, ſaid I to Sarah, it is without Doubt a Haſte to 
ſalute Patrick that has given my Lord the Vivacity you 
ſce him in. But without lending any Attention to 
what I ſaid, he addrefſed himſelf to Sarah. I do not 
aſk you, Madam, ſaid he, what has engaged you to 
admit = Brother at ſo late an Hour. - Your Perple- 
xity, and the familiar Air in which I ſaw him fitting 
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by you, gave me to underſtand, as much as the unſea- 
ſonable Time, what I onght to-think of this Rendez- 
vous. You have thought me a proper Perſon to make 
our May Game. But are you well aſſured that my 
tience can bear ſo much Outrage? The Menace in- 
cluded in theſe laſt Words provoked Patric in his 
Turn. He aroſe, perhaps, a little too haſtily, and 
coming up to us; I never thought, ſaid he to Tener- 
mill, that any Body had a Right to condemn the Ad- 
dreſſes I pay my Lady at whatever Hour ſhe pleaſes 
to receive them, and I expected fewer Obſtacles from 
you, than from any Body elſe. Theſe Words had 
nothing offenſive in them, although they were pro- 
nounced with a little Fierceneſs. But the over-heated 
Imagination of Tenermill, not laying a juſt Streſs on 
any Thing, I ſaw Anger ſparkle in his Eyes, from 
whence I was under mortal Apprehenſions of the Ef. 
fects. He looked on Patrick for ſome Time in Si- 


lence, and turning towards Sarah ; Your Taſte, Ma- 


dam, ſaid he with an Air of Conſtraint, will without 
Doubt decide our Pretenſions, and the Circumſtances 
makes me much fear that this Deciſion is already made. 
But I ſhall teach my Brother the Reſpects he owes me, 
fince he ſeems to be ignorant of them. He turned 
his Back to be gone. Patrick opened his Mouth, and 
I do not know what Anſwer his Reſentment would 
have been capable of dictating to him; but with a 
Handkerchief I had in my Hand, and with which J 
readily covered his Face, I ſucceeded fo luckily in 
ſtopping his Speech, that he could not pronounce the 
leaſt Word. Tenermill had Time to go out, giving 
us at the fame Time a new Mark of his Fury, by 


the Violence he uſed in ſhutting the Door. 


A Scene thus croſs and unlucky gave me ſo much 
Uneaſineſs, that without ſuffering Patrick to continue 
the Converſation he would have reſumed with Sarah, 
I exacted of him with all the Weight I could give 
my Perſuaſions, to retire immediately out of the A- 

ment. Your Hearts, faid I to both of them, 
ve began to diſcover themſelves, and I look upon 
your 
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your Reconciliation as a Work brought to Perfecti- 
on: But I am not ſo ſure, that Tenermill in the 
Warmth of his firſt Reſentment, does not threaten 
us this Moment with ſome Revenge. Your Defires 
and my Cares ſhall ſoon procure you the Opportunity 
of meeting again. You ſhall follow me inſtantly, 
ſaid I to Patrick, laying hold of his Hand, and I give 
you but a Moment for embracing your Spouſe. That 
tender Name, which they were both charmed to hear, 
and the Liberty of embracing that they would not bave 
ventured at ſo ſoon, if I had not ſhortned their Piffi- 
culties by this Kind of Permiſſion, made them find 
leſs Difficulty in obeying me. Patrick embraced his 
Spouſe a thouſand Times inſtead of once, and with- 
out having Power, or rather without thinking there 
was any Neceſſity of confirming a Reconciliation by 
Words, of which they had given ſuch tender Proofs, 
they conſented to ſeparate. 

My Chamber, being not far diſtant from the Apart- 
ment of Sarah, I led my Brother to it, in Order to 
deliberate together upon an Incident, which obliged 
me no leſs than him to obſerve ſome Meaſures. With- 
out bo laß myſelf much about what Tenermill might 
attempt after the Danger I had got out of, I thought 
of nothing but conſidering the Juſtice and Decency 
of our Side ariſing from a Conduct which left us no 
Reproach to fear. There was no Doubt but the next 
Day all the Houſe would ring of what had happened, 
and this Thought made me conſider whether I ought 
to adviſe Patrick to return to Sai/ons before Day. His 
Retreat might have the Air of a Flight, which would 
make People judge badly of the Intentions that brought 
him there, or which would at leaſt give Tenermill ſome 
Right to complain of an Enterprize, to which he 
would not fail giving Names odious enough. Never- 
theleſs the Perplexity, which the Variance between 
two Brothers was going to raiſe in the Houſe, and the 
Difficulty there would be in it to keep them from ſee- 
ing one another, or of being aſſured they ſhould ſee 
one another without Anger and Bitterneſs, made _ 
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take the Reſolation of ſending Patrick away immedi- 
ately, His Chaiſe waited in the next Street, and I 
- preſſed him to be gone. The only Advice I recom- 
mended to him was to go in the Morning to Court, 
and by his Duty diſpoſe his Majeſty to give a favour- 
able Hearing to the Explanations, with which I charg- 
ed myſelf, I promiſed to follow him in leſs than two 
Days, and the only Reaſon I had indeed to defer my 
Departure, was the Deſire of underſtanding Tenermill's 
Diſpoſitions. 

He ſpared me the Difficulty I feared of finding the 
Opportunity of a private Converſation. Inſtead of 
avoiding me, as I expected, he came in the Morning 
to my Chamber; his Complaints were at firſt mode- 
rate ; but having had Time to warm himſelf by the 
Liberty I gave him of diſburthening his Heart to me 
without Interruption, he reproached me openly for 
having abuſed the Confidence he repoſed in me in 
order to betray him, and of having preferred all my 
Life the Intereſt of Patrick to his. T had foreſeen the 
firſt of thoſe two Reproaches. It was not by a De- 
nial of the Charge that I undertook to defend myſelf ; 
on the contrary, being in Raptures that he had given 
me this Opportunity of unſolding myſelf, I avoided 
to anſwer his Accuſations, and requeſted him only 
to give a little Attention to the Diſcourſe I had medi- 
tated. It contained at firſt a plain Relation of all the 
Events that had paſſed in our Family while he was 
in Ireland, and of which the Count had concealed 
from him the principal Circumſtances at my Intreaty. 
My Hopes were not only to melt him down in Fa- 
vour of his Brother by the Recital of his Misfortunes, 
but to make him conceive, that the long Paſſion, 
which had made Patrick violate ſo many Rights, had 
been only a Depravation of Heart, which {till left an 
Exiſtence of all his former Duties, fince he could not 
ſuppoſe that it ever was from reaſonable Motives he 
had violated them. To make this Concluſion more 
indubitable, I ſummed up all the Circumſtances of 
Patrick's firſt Marriage ; it was from me, by whoſe 
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Miniſtration it was effected, that he muſt learn an Ac- 
count of them. There was nothing wanting in it to 
make the Lien ſacred, and of a Nature inviolable, All 
theſe Conſiderations that happened after, and which 
had their Source anly from the Diſorder of a violent 
Paſſion, ought to paſs for ſo many ridiculous Devices 
in the Eyes of Reaſon, and perhaps for ſo many Crimes 
in the Eyes of Religion. Thus, whatever Time had 
paſſed in ſo palpable an Error, it could make no 
Change in the eſſential Obligations on Patrick ; and 
his firſt Marriage, added I, appeared to me to be ſo 


little altered by the Second, that if my Sentiments of 
it had been believed, there had been no Neceflity to 


renew it. 

This Detail related to the main Point of the Diſ- 
pute; but deſiring no leſs to be juſtified upon the 
Foot of the Quarrel, I declared to him plainly, that 
he deceived himſelf, if he ever thought that Sarah Fin- 
cer had for one Moment loſt the Hopes of being re- 
conciled one Day or other to her Huſband, or that 
ſhe had ever ceaſed to look upon herſelf as his Wife. 
I had been a perpetual Witneſs of her Conduct, as 
much as a Confident of her Reflections and Troubles. 
As to myſelf, who had in Truth againſt the Light of 
my Underſtanding been inclined to give into the Opi- 
nion, that ſhe was free, and who, upon the united 
Opinions of the King and our Biſhops had for the 
Sake of Peace countenanced her entering into another 
Engagement, I in vain laboured to combat her Ob- 
ſtinacy, and had been in the End reduced to allow 
that my Sentiments were not different from hers. He 
had then flattered himſelf out of Seaſon, if he had 
thought her in a Capacity voluntarily to receive his 
Addreſſes ; and in all heb Things that his Inclinati- 
ons had repreſented to him as moſt favourable to his 
Love, he had ſeen nothing but the Effect of an ex- 
treme Complaiſance for a Brother-in-law, whom ſhe 
eſteemed, or of a forced Conſideration for a Man, 
whom ſhe had a thouſand: Reaſons: to manage, and 


the more ſo, ſince ſhe had obtained the Favour of the 
Count 
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Count to make her Retreat in his Houſe, which was 
in a Manner the Center of our Family. She had her- 
ſelf made me this Confeſſion; and where the Death 
of her Rival had revived all her Hopes, ſhe had con- 
ceived more than ever, that he might occaſion her 
too much Evil or Good not to manage him in his 
Weakneſſes. 155 | 
I ſaw Tenermill bluſh during this Declaration, as if 
he had felt a ſharp Confuſion tor having been ſo long 
the Bubble of ſome flattering Appearances, But pre- 
tending not to take Natice of his Diſorder, I conti- 
nued to relate to him, with what Ardour Sarah had 
given her Intereſts in Charge to me upon making my 
Journey to Spain ; which ſhe had the Thoughts of 
taking in my Company ; and it was with Difficulty 
my Objections ſtopped her. Since my Return, I had 
ſcarce any other Occupation than to make myſelf 
ſerviceable to her Views; and at the very Time he 
had taken me aſide to diſcover to me the King's 
Promiſes, and the Method he would take to haſten 
the Execution of them, I was charged with Orders 
from Sarah to bring Patrick into her Apartment. 
What other Choice could I make, than to liſten to 
him, as I had done, with all the Coinplaiſance he 
could defire, and to promiſe him an inviolable Fide- 
lity in keeping his Secret? I had fo perfectly ob- 
ſerved my Promiſe, that he had no Need to fear, 
either the Raillery that is the Conſequence of abor- 
tive Projects, or even the Triumph of his Brother, 
who would never know from me what Honour and 
Friendſhip had enjoined me to conceal eternally. Thus, 
added I, did I reckon equally both to ſee him re- 
nounce his Pretenſions, of which he could hope for 
no further Succeſs, and to find in him the Inclination, 
he ought to haye, of living in a good Underſtanding 
with his Brother. 7 5 
He hearkened to me with an Attention that I could 
not be enough ſatisſied with, and which I began to 
take for an Omen of my Victory. I waited for his 
Anſwer, which he made me with as much Exactneſs 
7 45 
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as Perſpicuity. I will not take up my Time, faid he 
riſing off his Chair, to diſentangle your Cavils and So- 
phiſms, I have no other Laws to regard for this 
World, but thoſe of the King, and for the other 
World, but thoſe of the Church : They are both uni- 
ted in my Favour ; this is the Foundation of my Pre- 
tenſions. If Sarab is ſo little nice as to forget the 
Outrages ſhe has received from. my Brother, f hope 
the King will not ſo caſily forget the Word he has 
given me. But even under theſe two Suppoſitions. 
added he turning himſelf to the Door, I ſhall always 
take Care not to ſuffer my younger Brother to obtain 
an Aſcendant over me, and to be upon my Guard 
againſt the Treachery of my Elder. He left me, 
notwithſtanding the Inſtances I made to detain him. 

I ſhould have wanted nothing, if I had ſought on- 
ly to diſcover his Diſpofitions. Never did an ulcera- 
ted Heart betray itſelf by more manifeſt and undiſ- 
guiſed Paſſions, although he laboured all in his Power 
to curb and conceal them. But the Knowledge of the 
Evil made me better perceive the Neceſſity of a 
ſpeedy Remedy. After a Number of Reflections I 


was convinced, that the moſt infallible Method I had 


to take, was that I had mentioned at firſt to Patrick ; 
that is to ſay, to engage Sarah to go to St. Germain, 
and there marry him in the Sight and under the Pro- 
tection of the King, by renewing the Church Cere- 
monies, which * were not neceſſary to render 
their Engagements more ſacred, but yet which ſeem- 
ed to me capable of ſtopping all Oppoſition. I went 
out of my Chamber to impart this Thought to Sarah, 
But how great was my Aſtoniſhment to learn at her 
Door, that ſhe had forbidden her Servants to open it 
to me; I infiſted to come in, that I might diſcover the 
Cauſe of fo unaccountahle a Refuſal. Her Servants 
knew nothing of it; but her Chamber-maid, who 
came as if by Chance at the Noiſe of my Voice, put 
a Note privately into my Hands, telling me that ſhe 
had juſt received it, and bad Orders to give it me 
without letting any Body know a Word of the Matter. 

* | Retiring 
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Retiring immediately, I read in the Hand- writing 
of Sarah, that Tenermill, who had juſt left her, had 
intreated her not to receive for ſome Days either Pa- 
trict or me, and that having made her this Requeſt 
with a great deal of Politeneſs, he was reſolved to cut 
his Brother's Throat, and to ſeek an Opportunity to 
offer me ſome publick Aﬀront. He had quitted her 
without adding a ſingle Expoſtulation to this Compli- 
ment. Sarah not doubting but ſhe was watched, had 
ſubmitted immediately to thoſe terrible Orders. She 
prayed me by her Letters to pretend, that I was 1g- 
norant of the Cauſe of it, or to confeſs to no Body 
that I had the Account from her. 

It appeared very difficult to penetrate into this Pro- 
ceeding. Nevertheleſs I have omitted one Circum- 
ſtance of the Letter, which made me find leſs Inju- 
ſtice in it in Appearance. Tonermi/l/ had promiſed, 
that on his Side he would not expoſe Sarah to the Im- 
portunities of his Viſits, for ſo long a Time at leaſt 
as he ſhould make the Sacrifice he exacted continue. 

Whatever View I could ſuppoſe he had, this Kind 
of Equality which he put between - himſelf and us, 
perſuaded me, that it was not to Violence he intend- 
ed to have Recourſe. I retired to my Chamber much 
comforted with this Thought, deſigning to make Uſe 
alſo of the Pen to let Sarah know what I had con- 
ſidered as moſt ſuitable to her Intereſts : But my meet- 
ing Donna Figuerrez, whom Tenermill led by the Hand, 
obliged me to ſtop in Spite of me. She preſſed me 
with ſo many Intreaties to afford her a Moment's 
Converſation, that not having it in my Power to make 
her reliſh my Pretences and Excuſes, I was under the 
Neceſſity of following her to the Apartment of the 
Counteſs of & Tenermill ſmiled at my Em- 
barraſſment; and without Doubt, did not triumph leſs 
at the Law he had impoſed on Sarah Fincer, of which 
he eaſily judged I had already undergone the Ri- 
gour. | : re 

Donna Figuerrex was no ſooner got into my Siſter's 
Antichamber, than ordering all the Servants - = 
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Houſe to delay for a Moment giving the Counteſs 
Notice of her Arrival, ſhe took me , 4 the Hand, 
and praying Tenermill to excuſe her for talking apart 
with me, ſhe drew me towards a Window, 2 we 
could not be overheard. There looking on me with 
a ſteady Eye ; It is my Impatience, bald ſhe, to talk 
to you, and the Doubt whether you would conſent to 
grant me that Favour at my Houſe, that brought me 
here this Morning. After ſome Compliments, that 
correſponded very well with this Beginning, ſhe re- 
proached me with a wheedling Air for having diſ- 
guiſed from her the Reaſons that had made me op- 
poſe the Inclinations ſhe had diſcovered to me for my 
Brother. I learned them Yeſterday, continued ſhe, 
from my Lord Tenermill, who has not concea'ed from 
me neither the Paſſion he has for the fair Sarah Fin- 
cer, nor conſequently the Ardour with which he wiſhes 
to ſupplant his Rival. Without opening to him my 
Views, which he is yet ignorant of, and from the ſole 
Perſuaſion he is in, that you can do more than all 
Mankind for our common Satisfaction, I have con- 
trived a Plan, which will wonderfully conciliate all 
our Intereſts. Join my Lord Tenermill to Sarah Fin- 
cer, and Patrick to me. As a Reward for this Ser- 
vice, I dare promiſe you, from the Credit of the Am- 
baſſador and my Intereſt, that you ſhall have off-hand 
one of the beſt Biſhopricks in Spain or France. She 
thought ſhe had made ſo great an Impreſſion on me 
by this Offer, that looking on me with a Smile, ſhe 
did not ſo much as add any Reflection to make me 
ſenſible of the Importance of the Favour. I read in 
her Eyes that ſhe already thought herſelf ſure of my 
Anſwer. But beſides the T'emerity of her Promiſe, 
which could ſeduce no Body but a Man ſo much 
blinded by Ambition as to ſhut his Eyes upon all Ob- 
ſtacles, I durſt believe, that from the Idea, which to 
the preſent Time * be formed of my Character, 
no Body could be eaſily perſuaded, that a Motive of 
this Nature was capable of affecting me. So I need- 
cd no Effort to defend myſelf from the * 
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On the contrary, ſmiling in my Turn at the Corfi- 
dence ſhe had placed in her Artifice, I anſwer her with 
as much Simplicity. and Sweetneſs, as was poſſible for 
me to bring into the Air of my Countenance and Ex- 
preſſions, that ſhe had offered me a ſuperfluous Mo- 
tive to engage me in my Duty, and that I ſhould be 
* to ſpare no Pains in eſtabliſhing the Honour 
and Tranquillity of my Family. Having given this 
Anſwer I retired, without examining whether ſhe had 
penetrated into the Meaning of it. I had more Curio 
lity in pailing near Tenermill, who ſtepped forward to 
meet her. I lifted up my Eyes on him, and ſought 
to diſcover in his, whether he had as lit:le Share in 
the Propoſal of Donna Figuerrez; as ſhe would have 
perſuaded me. But the cold and ſerious Air, with 
which he ſaluted me, made me judge that he was in- 
deed 1gnorant of it. 

This Contrivance of Jener mill, into which I was 
even uncertain whether he had not the Addreſs of 
bringing the Count and Counteſs of 8 „ made 
me haſten only the more to give the Explanation I 
deſired of my Views to Sarab Fincer, However, I 
was ſtopped by a Difficulty to which I had given little 
Attention in forming my Project. I did not in the 
leaſt doubt but grab would follow my Advice, and 
that the bare reading of my Letter would inſpire her 
with a quick Impatience to go to St. Germain. But 
watched, as I ſuppoſed ſhe was by the Orders of Te- 
nermill, what Way could ſhe take to ſteal off private- 
ly ? And would it become a Woman ſo reſerved to go 
away from the Court's Houſe without giving him 
Notice of her Departure ? Nevertheleſs as I could 
take upon me on the Spot to make her Excuſes, this 
Obſtacle ſtopped me leſs than the other, I reſolved 
at length to obſerve to her, that J would keep a Chaiſe 
ready whatever happened, and that if ſhe conſented 
to go, ſhe ſhould herſelf find out the Opportunity of 
eſcaping with her Chamber maid and two Lacqueys. 
I put my Letter into ſafe Hands, and went out im- 
mediately to get my Chaiſe in Readineſs, The Bearer 
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of my Note had Orders to bring a poſitive Anſwer as 
to the Hour and other Circumſtances, which I ought 
not to be ignorant of, 

In recollecting the. Offers of Donna Figuerrez, if I 
did not find myſelf actuated by Ambition, I was di- 
ſturbed by Fear, for which I ſaw but too ſtrong a 
Foundation, This Ardour of gaining my Intereſt, 
ſhewed ſo much Vivacity in her Dares, that being 
ſeconded, as I had no Reaſon to doubt, by the Coun- 
ſels of Tenermill, ſhe was capable of throwing us into 
{ſome new Embarraſſment, which I had not at all fore- 
ſcen. This was another Motive to preſs the Depar- 
ture of Sarah. I gave her Notice that the Chaiſe 
as ready. The Night, which was not far off, might 
iavour her Eſcape. She got out of the Houſe indeed, 
but with ſuch bad Fortune in her Paſſage, that the 
firſt Object that ſtruck her Eyes in two Minutes, which 
ſhe paſſed under the Gate waiting till they brought up 
the Chaiſe, was my Lord Tenermil/'s Coach, whom 
Sort of miſgiving had brought back to the Count's. 
He perceived her, and alighting with Tranſport, when 
he ſaw the Chaiſe advance, of which he knew the 
Driver to be a Man whom I employed, he had no 
Occaſion to have a Confeſſion of her Deſign in order 
to diſcover at leaſt a Part of it. He nevertheleſs preſ- 
{cd her to inform him where ſhe was going. The 
Difficulty of hitting upon an Anſwer ready enough, 
made her confeſs that ſhe was going to St. Germain, 
She added only, to give a Colour to her Journey, that 
not haviag yet had the Honour of being preſented to 
the King, whoſe Protection might be neceſſary for her 
in France, ſhe was going for the firlt Time to make 
her Court to him. Tene- mill readily laid Hold of this 
Overture; It is ſtrange, Madam, faid he, that you 
lave no Perſon to attend you. A thouſand Reaſons 
ihould oblige you to think of this; and though I can 
well imagine you reckon upon ſomebody at St. Ger- 
main to preſent you to the King, yet I look upon it 
as a Happineſs to have come ſo ſeaſonably, that I 
may take Care at leaſt of conducting you there. She 
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excuſed herſelf from accepting this Offer by all the 
Reaſons ſhe could think of : Bot the ardent Tenermill 
added the two Horſes of my Chaiſe to his Coach, 
and taking her by the Hand, without minding her 
Refiſtance, went in with her, and gave Orders to the 

Coachman to drive forward. | 
He had two Views; one to make ſure of her in not 
letting her out of Sight a Moment ; the other, which 
was not the Effect of a ſudden Reflexion, to take Ad- 
vantage of an Opportunity he had a long Time de- 
fired without being hitherto able to obtain, to engage 
the King to eſpouſe immediately his Intereſts with 
Sarah, and even to ſollicit her to receive the Hand of 
a Man, on whom he intended to heap his Favours, 
Thus Chance forwarded his moſt eager Deſires. He 
had good Hopes not to quit her, as he had given ter 
to underſtand, upon his Arrival at Court, and his 
Deſign being on the contrary to wait on the King 
next Day with her, he would paſs the Night at St. 
Germain, having firſt ſet her down at the Place where 
he ſuppoſed ſhe was expected. As to Sarah, whom 
had promiſed an Apartment at Mr. De Sercines, ſhe 
had no Means of concealing where ſhe intended to 
alight ; and this was a new Subject of Joy for Tener- 
mill, who always, as Patrick alſo and I did, lodged 

in the ſame Houſe. | 

But the Idea one could conceive of the Diſquiet 
and Vexation of Sarah, could not make one ſufficient- 
ly comprehend what were my own Fears, I was 
mounted on Horſeback to attend her, and deſirous 
to avoid being ſeen in the Count's Street, I rode out 
of Paris to wait for her. The Sight of my Brother's 
Coach, which I immediately knew, at firſt gave me 
only Apprehenſions of the croſs and unſeaſonable 
Time that his Preſence threatened us with at St. Ger- 
main. However, as he moſt commonly made this 
Journey in an Evening to be at the King's Couchee, 
and returned immediately to lie at Paris, | had Hopes 
of concealing ourſelves from him till his Departure. 
But I inſtantly not only loſt this Expectation, but fell 
into 
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into a mortal Diſquiet upon ſeeing Sarah fitting by 
his Side. What could 1 think of ſuch an unexpected 
Sight ? I had gone afide behind a hired Coach, which 
luckily 5 on the Road ; Tenermill did not per- 
ceive me; but one of Sarah's Lacquies knowing me, 
I gave him a Sign to alight, and learned from him in 
an Inſtant the Violence that had been done bis Miſ- 
treſs. I recommended to him Diſcretion, and imme- 
diately reſolving what to do according to the Circum- 
ſtances, I put forward my Horſe with the Speed of a 
Jockey. My Deſign was to get to St. Germain be- 
fore Tenermill and Sarah, to prepoſſeſs Mr. De Ser- 
cine with Notice of their Arrival, to engage Patrick, 
whom I ſuppoſed to lodge thage, to keep out of the 
Way till the Departure of his Brother, and to wait 
there myſelf to obſerve what Conduct he would hold 
with Sarah. He did not know me as I paſſed by, 
being wrapped up in my Cloak. I found Patrick at 
Mr. De Sercin?'s. I told them both by whom I was 
tollowed ; and perceiving the Impreſſion this News 
made on Patrick, I immediately informed him of 
every Thing that might ſerve to give him Courage. 
It was not without Difficulty that T made him con- 
ſent to give Way to his Brother. He murmured at a 
Sabmiſſion, which he did not at all think due to his 
Years ; and which beſides Love was ſufficient to make 
him diſpenſe with. I laboured to make him conſider 
it as a Difcretion neceſſary for himſelf, and without 
which I durft not anſwer for a thouſand Obſtacles, 
that might perhaps ruin his Hopes. How? ſaid he, 
with Bitterneſs, will the cruel Tenermill not yet be 
tired of purſuing me? He has in tha firſt Moment 
raviſhed me of a Satisfaction, of which I had made 
only an Eſſay. He ſcarce left me Time to pronounce 
to Sarah the Name of Gratitude and Love; and muſt 
again find him here, to wreſt from me the Pleaſure 
of ſceing her, and perhaps to abuſe the King's Favour, 
whom he has diſpoſed in my Abſence to embrace all 
his Temerities ? You fail, anſwered I, in your Duty 


to the King. and in Juſtice to your Brother, He loves 
Vob. III. 1 Sarah, 
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Sarah. He began to love her at a Time he might do 
it without a Crime. Judge of his Sentiments by your 
own. I have heard you ſay a thouſand Times, that 
the Motions of the Heart are not wood kept in Sub. 
jection. If he be tranſported beyond Bounds, it is 
not by Outrage or Violence he muſt be reclaimed, 
Let us try the Ways I have propoſed to you, and 
doubt not but he will yield more freely than you to 
the King's Authority, if he ſees it declared in our 
Favour, 

I was indeed perſuaded that the Ambition of Te- 
nermill would ſoon cure him of his Love, when he 
might find a Merit with his Maſter of a Sacrifice he 
tad to make to his Pleaſure. Patrick at length ſub- 
mitted to my Reaſons. He withdrew to another Friend 
of our Family, where I undertook to give him No- 
tice of what ſhould paſs in his Abſence. He-had but 
Juſt gone out when we ſaw Tenermill's Coach appear. 
Mr. De Sercine received Sarah with all the Careſſes 
neceſſary to inſpire her with a Confidence in his Ser- 
vices. The Evening paſſed over in a common cold 
Converſation, occaſioned by the Care Tenermill had 
taken of diterting every Thing that might give an 
Suſpicion of his Deſign ; and Sarah, being continual- 
ly watched by his Eyes, had Difficulty to find an 
Opportunity of making Complaints to me of this 
Tyranny. 

The Hopes I had conceived of ſeeing him go off 
that Night, had prevented me from being as ſenſible, 
as ſhe was, to the Obſtinacy he ſhewed in perſecuting 
her. But when J underſtood in the Morning not only 
that he was not returned to Paris, but that he had 
offered to Sarah kis Hand to lead her to the Caſtle 
with Madam De Sercine, I began to form Suſpicions, 
which made me obſerve in my Turn his Conduct and 
Words. Having advertiſed Sarah to miſtruſt his Of- 
fers, and to pretend ſome Indiſpoſition to excuſe her 
appearing at Court, I laid myſelf out to follow him 
in all his Steps, Keeping at a little Diſtance from 
him, eſpecially in the King's Chamber, where 1 3 
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deed obſerved that this Prince treated him with extra- 
ordinary Favour, I ſoon underſtood by his Words, that 
he had informed his Majeſty of Sarah's Arrival at'St. 
Germain, and that he had even prepoſſeſſed him of 
ſome Deſign, of which he affected to ſpeak myſteri- 
ouſly in Publick. My Fears did not give me Liberty 
to ſeek to clear up the Secret ; but they were = 
enough upon me to make me change the Advice 

had given Sarah. Inſtead of deferring her _— 
ance longer, I thought ſhe could not be too haſty in 
executing the Plan I had formed with Patrick. I 
gave her Notice of it myſelf, Nothing pleaſing bet- 
ter her Impatience, the Execution was put off no lon- 
ger than that Morning, I could have wiſhed to have 
found out ſome Moment when Tenermill ſhould be 
abſent from the King's Apartment; but Leven paſſed 
over this Scruple, and fancied, if he had any 'Thing 
to ſuffer from a Scene, of which he ſhould be a Wit- 
nc{s, it would help better to make him for ever turn 
his back to all Hopes, whereof we were deſirous to ſtop 
vp the Courſe, We ſaw him go out to make his Ap- 
rearance at the Levee. Sarah, more brilliant by her 
natural Graces than her Dreſs, though ſhe had ne- 
glected nothing to ſet them off by the moſt courtly 
Attire, was accompanied by Monſieur and Madam De 
Sercine; whilſt Patrick, dreſſed out with the ſame 
Air of Magnificence- and Gallantry, took the fame 
Way to meet them at the Door of the Caſtle. I went 
alone into the King's Apartment, almoſt as ſoon as 
Tenermill, Among many Strangers, who had come 
to make their Court to this Prince, I obſerved the 
Spaniſh Ambaſſador, with whom I was ſurprized to 
ice Tenermill in familiar Converſation. I was yet more 
ſo upon obſerving them both ſmile when they ſaw me, 
and ſpeak to the King with an Air that convinced me 
I was the Subject of their Converſation. From thence 
I took Occaſion to be more ſhy and reſerved in go- 
ing forward. But the King, having perceived me 
himſelf, beckoned to me to come near him. I was 
going to ſend for you, 9 he, if you had not Rm” 
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ed ſo ſeaſonably, and ſpeaking to me with his uſual 
Goodneſs, of the favourable Intentions he had for my 
Family ; you ought not to oppoſe them, continued 
he, by the Caprices, of which'they accuſe you. They 
have propoſed to me a Plan, which aſſures. your For- 
tune, and that of your Brothers, Mr. Ambaſſador 
will explain it to you ; but I approve of it, ſuch as it 
has been juſt told me, and I freely confirm the Pro. 
miſes I have given of making you a Biſhop, if you 
do not remain obſtinate in rejecting your own Advan- 
tage, and that of your Family. A Propoſal fo inde. 
terminate not obliging me to any Thing but general 
Declarations of Reſpe&t and Submiſſion, I made no 
Haſte to aſk the Ambaſſador or my Brother, what 
theſe Explanations were, that I thought I knew be- 
ny Raw 4 | 
But the Moment they ſeemed diſpoſed to take me 
aſide, probably to ſatisfy the Impatience they ſuppo- 
ſed I was under, Madam De Sercine and Sarah came 
forward, having demanded Permiſſion of the King, 
and Patrick, who followed them at ſome Diſtance, 
Preſſed alſo to come up to preſent himſelf as ſoon as 
they to the Eyes of that Prince. I obſerved the Af. 
toniſhment of Tenermill. He drew near the King 
again upon ſeeing Fincer's Daughter appear ; but with 
whatever Deſign he had made this Motion, his Sur- 
prize ſeemed to be much increaſed, when he had per- 
ceived Patrick. It difturbed him to that Degree, as 
to make him anticipate the King, who ſeemed diſpo- 
ſed to ſpeak. Sire, ſaid he, 1 flatter myſelf that 
your Majeſty will not forget what it is J have to fear 
from my Brothers. It would be Injuſtice, anſwered 
tuis good Prince, to refuſe hearing them. My Con- 
fidence redoubling by this Anſwer, I ſtepped forward 
immediately, and all the Courtiers, who expected 
ſomething entertaining in this Scene, ranked them- 
ſelves in Order enough, to leave us, as it were, ex- 
poſed to open View in the Middle of the Circle 
formed about us. | 
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Patrick and Sarah took Advantage alſo of a Diſ- 
pofition fo favourable ; and laying hold of the Oppor- 
tunity, they bent one Knee to the King. "Patricks 
Speech had more Force and Tenderneſs in it than 
Length. Having made an Acknowledgment of his 
Errors, and lamented his Misfortunes, he requeſted of 
tae King as an only Favour, to grant him a Felicity, 
of which he had not before juſtly underſtood the Va- 
luce. And to remove all Appearance of doubting his 
Kepentance, he confeſſed, that in the warmeſt Ardour 
of an unhappy Paſſion, by which he bad ſuffered him- 
{elf to be overcome, he had never ſmothered thoſe 
Sentiments of his Heart, which in Spite of him al- 
ways repreſented to his Memory the good Offices and 
Charnis of the 328 Sarah. He added, that in 
returning to her by the Power of Inclination, as much 
» a; by the Force of Duty, he had been ſo happy as to 


e tind in her the ſame Tnclinations, and that having no 
. Right to expect any Thing from her but Hatred, after 
, % mach Ingratitude, it was incumbent on him to diſ- 
ns — all at once, both the Pebts of Love and Gra- 
{- titude. 

9 This ſhort Harangue, delivered with a good deal of 
n 


Gracefulneſs and genteel Action, raiſed in the Aﬀem- 
r bly ſuch a — Hum of Approbation, that the 
. Omen from thence did not ſeem to be very fortunate 
as ior Tenermill.  -His-4adignation and Confuſion ſpark- 
- led in his Eyes. He requeſted Permiſſion of the King 
at o ſpeak ; but that Prince turning towards Sarah, and 
ar the Diſpoſition of the Spettators, who ſeemed to ex- 
ed pet ſome Explanation from ber, making him foreſee, 


n. hat he ſhould not be heard with the ſame Favour, he 
rd choſe ill to endure this Mortification, which hel 
ed o take away from him all Remains of Hope: For 


m⸗ garab made no Delay to requeſt the King's Conſent 
x- 4a Favour, and declaring to his Majeſty, that Con- 

cle lelence and Juſtice were equally intereſted in it, ſhe 

inplored the Authority Royal to ſupport her juſt 

Rights, and from thence congratulated herſelf for 

ich having no Oppoſition _ Patrick, who was the _ 

3 * 
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Perſon from whom ſhe had dreaded any Obſtacle. 
The Senſe of this Speech was ſo clear, that the King 
addreſſing himſelf to Tenermill and the Spaniſh Am. 
baſſador, demanded of them, if they had been aware 
of this Obſtacle to the Plan they had propoſed, and if 
they believed that there was any Anſwer to be made 
to the Requeſts of a Huſband and Wife, who defired 
the Permiſſion of living well together: The Ambaſ- 
fador, who was determined to nothing but an Exceſs of 
Compliance to the Service of his Niece, anſwered by 
a Bow of his Head, which ſeemed to diſcover as much 
Submiſſion as Aſtoniſnment. I expected a greater 
Reſiſtance from Tenermill ; but whether Neceſſity of 
Circumſtances had taken away all his Courage, or 
whether the Opinion I always had of his Love held 
good, he choſe to act a Part, that drew on him all our 
Admiration, and that of the King himſelf, My Pre- 
tenſions, ſaid he, (raiſing his Voice, as if he had ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the whole Aſſembly) have always 
ſuppoſed, that Juſtice, Religion, and all the Rights 
which are this Day ſued for againſt me, were on the 
contrary united in my Favour ; and I had yet this 
further Reaſon to ſubmit to the Inclination of my 
Heart, that in the Marriage I propoſed, I thought to 
have found, with my own proper Adv es, thoſe 
of many Perſons moſt dear to me, and, it I durſ 
venture to ſay it, thoſe even of He did not 
mention the Name of Sarah, and looking only on 
the King, as if he had been ſure of being heard ; but 
J cannot reſiſt, added he, when I have in Oppoſition 
to me, the Will of -my Maſter, and the Happineſs of 
my Brother. 

All the Aſſembly applauded this Speech. The King, 
pleaſed perhaps to ſee himfelf delivered from an Em- 
baraſſment, which, he had foreſeen from the Begin- 
ing of the Scene, highly ſet off this generous Reſo- 
lution by great Encomiums, and ſtooping as low as 
the Ear of Tenermil), ſeemed to conſult him a Mo- 
ment upon ſome Point that was to me a Secret. Af. 


terwards, as if he had then 2 
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Miſcarriage of one Project, ſaid he to the Spaniſb Am- 
baſſador, is ſometimes repaired by another: What 
hinders you from giving your Niece to Lord Tener- 
mill? He may inform you to what I have deſtined 
him. Moreover I will not retract my Promiſe to Mr. 
Dean. The Ambaſſador's Anſwer was as polite, as 
it ought to be ; but not venturing to engage without 
the Participation of his Niece, he requeſted Time of 
the King to know her 'Thoughts. 

Tenermill ſupported his Promiſes with an Air ſo diſ- 
engaged and natural, that I thought them ſincere. Up- 
on our Return to Mr. De Sercine's, he gave his Hand 
to Sarah, and turned the Diſturbances he had given 
her in her Apartment into a Banter. He made Apo- 
logies to his Brother upon the Foot of his being igno- 
rant that he had preſerved ſo great an Affection for 
her, and acknowledging that no Body could conteſt 
his prior Rights. I might have ſuſpected theſe Prote- 
ſtations a little, who had taken the Pains to give him 
theſe Informations, of which he pretended to be ig- 
norant; but diſtinguiſhing very well between what 
might be aſcribed to his Politeneſs, and to a Deſire 
of juſtifying himſelf, I never imputed i to him as a 
Crime, to exaggerate a little the Integrity of his In- 
tentions. My Friendſhip for him rekindled ſo lively 
by the Sacrifice he had made to his Brother, that be- 
ginning again to grow warm in his Intereſts, I con- 
iidered how far I ought to ſuffer him to lend an Exc 
to the new Propoſal made by the King to the Am- 
baſſador. The Birth, the Fortune, and even the 
Merit of Donna Figuerrez could not make Amends 
for the Diſorders which had been related to me of 
her Conduct. I knew that Tenermill had too much 
Honour to marry. a Woman diſgraced in Spain by 
twenty ſcandalous Intrigues ; and if this Reaſon had 
made me readily conceive why the Ambaſſador had 
ſo eaſily conſented to propoſe her to the King for a 
younger Brother ſuch as Patrick, I could not find but 
that the ſame Motives ought to make upon us the 
ſame Impreſſion ; or rather I was perſuaded that he 
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could not from thence have conceived even any Hopes, 
if he had imagined that 1 had brought back ſuch good 
Informations from Spain. On the other Hand, the 
Repugnance I had to diſcover odious Secrets, which 
were not known in France, by any Body but me, the 
Regards 1 had to Chriſtian Charity, which created in 
me a Law to conceal them, and even the Fear of ex- 
poſing my ſelf, by diſcovering them, to the Revenge 
of a Woman, whoſe Addref, and Vivacity I knew, 
had caſt me in the very Beginning into a Perplexity, 
from whence I foreſaw it would not be caly to get 
Out, * 
It was not yet Time to examine into the Bottom of 
Difficulties, Which ſeemed to be but little preſſing, and 
I was not in Haſte even to diſcover by what new In- 
trigue of Donna Figuerrez the Spani/> Ambaſſor came 
to St. Germain a Quarter of an Hour before Sarah 
and Patrick were preſented the King. Chance alone 
might have produced this Meeting. I was more 
agreeably taken up at our Arrival at M. De Sercine's 
by divers Favours of Heaven, which in one Moment 
were heaped on my Family. A Gentleman com- 
miſhoned from the King, beginning by Compliments 
upon the Marriage of Patrick, declared to him, that 
tis Majeſty's Pleaſure was to have it celebrated in his 
Preſence, and calling him by the Name of Earl of 
8 , he informed him, that be was juſt before 
created a Peer of Ireland by that Title. I have ob- 
ſerved before, that Patrick had taken on him the Title 
of the eldeſt of our Family upon his Marriage with 


Sarah Fincer, and that according to the Cuiloms of 


our Iſlands, this Change could not be authorized but 
by the preſumptive Renunciation of Tenermill. I he 
King, who had already formed ſpecial Views for all 
our Family, was pleaſed, that without having Re- 
courſe to a borrowed Title, my two Brothers ſhould 
appear in Jrelund under the ſame Diſtinction. But per- 
fiſting no leſs in the Deſign of particularly engaging- 
Patrick to his Perſon, he ordered him to be inform- 
ed, that with the Dignity of his Chamberlain, wm 
| | whic 
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which he had inveſted him upon his Departure to 
Hain, he now granted to him that of his High Trea- 
ſurer, to make him Amends by the Bmoluments of 
this Office, for his Trouble and Slavery in the other, 
which was purely honorary, Among the ſmall Num- 
of Lords, of which the Court of St. Germain was 
compoſed, it ought not to appear ſurprizing, that two 
Employments of ſuch Conſequence were united in the 
ſame Perſon. They were even more important than 
could well be thought from the Idea Hiſtorians have 
given of the King's Situation. The Penſions he drew 
from the Courts of France and Spain, did not require 
the Creation of any extraordinary Employment to 
receive them; becauſe being paid regularly upon a 
bare Order, they were not ſubject to perplexed Ac- 
counts. But the King drew conſiderable Sums from 
the Catholicks, and other Subjects of England and 
Ireland. He had there in the ſeveral Counties Offices 
eſtabliſhed with as much Order and Regularity as in 
the moſt peaceable Years of his Reign. It was over 
this Kind of Revenue that he conſtituted Patrict Ad- 
miniſtrator under the Title of High-Treaſurer. 

I was preſſed down by this Torrent of Benefits. 
The Bearer of theſe happy Tidings had Orders to de- 
clare to me from the King, that he had collated me 
to the Biſhoprick of Cl/oyn. In Truth this was no 
more than a titulas Promotion, without any particular 
Cure of Souls, and without Revenue : But the Inten- 
tion of this Prince was not to remove me continually 
from about his Perſon, and propoſing only to make 
me uſeful in his Service in Ireland, his Deſign was, 
that in the Journies I ſhould undertake there, my Dig- 
ity might give me more Conſideration among the 
Catholicks. 

We ſhould have returned immediately to the Caſtle 
to diſcharge ourſelves of all our Obligations of Gra- 
titude, if the ſame Gentleman had not been com- 
miſſioned to tell us, that the King gave us ſome Days 
to regulate our domeſtic Aﬀairs, and that we ſhould 
tare Note whenever 9 judged it proper for us 2 
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ſee him again. This Order, which an ſo badly 
with our Zeal, proceeded all at once from two diffe- 
rent Cauſes. We were informed of them by Tener- 
mill before Night. Not having the ſame Reaſons to 
abſent himſelf from the King's Preſence, he returned 
to the Caſtle. The Spaniſb Ambaſſador remained there 
after us, and the King, who was under ſome Concern 
to ſee the Execution of one Part of his Deſigns re- 
tarded by the Uncertainty of Tenermili's Marriage, 
enquired particularly of that Miniſter what Expetta- 
tions there were from the Diſpoſitions of hig Niece. 
He did not doubt but on loſing all Hopes of being 
married to Patrick, ſhe would freely conſent to receive 
the Hand of his Brother ; and diſcovering to him his 
Reſolutions for the Eſtabliſhment of his Fortune, he 
bad encouraged the Ambaſſador by this Motive to uſe 
all Means for haſtening the Marriage. The Time he 
had given us for regulating our Aﬀairs was the ſame 
be was willing to allow Donna Figuerrez to come to a 
Reſolution, This excellent King carried his good 
Nature ſo far, as to acquaint Tenermill with this 
Particular; and not being ſhy of letting him fee how 
ſenſible he was of the Pleaſure of making us all 
happy, he declared further, that by depriving us for 
ſome Days of the Honour of ſeeing him, he had an 
Eye to the Satisſaction of ſeeing us all content, and 
of receiving the Thanks of our whole Family all at 
once. Tenermill, being already as expert a Courtier, 
as if he had learned that Quality by long Experi- 
ence, took this Opportunity of putting the King in 
Mind of the Counteſs of S —; and ſome Words 
of Praiſe turned with as much Addreſs as Truth, made 
theſe Impreſſions on him, of which this dear Siſter 
felt alſo the EffeRQs. | 
The Joy I received from ſo many agreeabie Events 
would have been pure and unmixed, if my Reſlexi- 
ons on the Character of Donna Figuerrez had not ſtep- 
ped in to interrupt it. Nevertheleſs I turned over 
the Diſcuſſion of 4 ſerious a Difficulty till my Return 
to Paris, Tenermill being without Love, I was ſurz 
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of having nothing to combat in his Heart, if I ſhould 
think myſelf under an Obligation of making him drop- 
the Deſign of his Marriage. I ſaw him nevertheleſs 
diſpoſed to ſpare no Pains in order to give it Succeſs. 
But I could not conceive, that Ambition, which he 
began to confeſs to me was the only Paſſion that poſ- 
ſeſſed him entirely, had made him ſo ardent in the 
Courtſhip of a Woman, without the leaſt Degree of 
Love. hat I admired only as an Effect of his live- 
ly Imagination was, that the Moment he turned his 
Deſires on that Side he mingled the Charms of Donna 
Figuerrez in all his Diſcourſe, with as much Satisfac- 
tion and Reliſh, as if he had. felt for her all the Warmth. 
of the moſt tender Paſſion. He had ſeen her enough- 
to be acquainted with her whole Merit ; and in the 
Need ſhe had thought ſhe had of his Aid, one may 
eaſily fancy ſhe had practiſed every Thing to gain his 
Eſteem. But having once penetrated the Bottom of 
his Heart, I thought I better knew his Sentuments- 
than himſelf, 
He no ſooner arrived at Paris, than he payed her 
a Viſit at her Lodgings with the ſame Ardour ; and 
not going about the Buſh to declare his Defires and 
Hopes, he flattered himſelf, that, with the King's Pro- 
tection, the Approbation of the Ambaſſador, and the 
Declaration of his own Love, he ſhould eaſily obtain 
to be heard upon that Point. But it was not Ambi- 
tion that tickled the Heart of this beautiful Spaniard.. 
She had juſt heard from her Uncle the Ruin of her- 
Love, and this News had caſt her into a frightful: 
Deſpair. If ſhe did herſelf a Violence in receiving, 
Tenermill with an undiſturbed Countenarce, ſhe could 
not hear that he built his Happineſs upon the Repulſe 
Patrick had given to her Paſſion, without aſeribing 
to him a Share in her Misfortune ; and this Thought: 
inſpiring her with Fury, ſhe treated him with a Pride, 
which might have been capable of diſcouraging him.. 
but according to the Opinion he had of Women, he 
looked upon their Rigours as nothing; and not fee!-- 
ing for Donaa Figuerres. that 3 E 
| | bad. 
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had given him Hopes of finding in Sarah the Satisfa- 
ction of his Heart, with the Advantages of Fortune, 
he did not from thence entertain leſs Hopes of yan- 
quiſhing her. Thus the Combat began between an 
ambitious Man without Affection, who would fain tri- 


umph over a Heart, to make Love ſerve as a Step to 


his Preferment, and a Woman paſſionately tender and 
coquetiſh, who preferring the ſweet Delights of Love 
to all Advantages of Fortune, might eaſily be ſoothed 
by his Application and Cares, yet could be moved 
only by ſuch as ſhe thought ſincere. With an Expe- 
rience and Penetration which gave her a better Jud- 
ment of Love than any other Woman, ſhe brought 
into this Kind of Lifts a Heart filled with another 
Lover, and the moſt unlucky Prepoſſeſhon againſt him 
whom ſhe accuſed of her Ruin. A ſevere School this 
for Tenermill, which nevertheleſs furniſhed me with 
profitable Leſſons for the Knowledge of Paſſions and 
Characters. 

He returned from this Viſit with a diſturbed Air, 
which I took Notice of. He did not even ſeek to 
diſguiſe it from me, and giving me an Account of the 
Reception he had met with from his Miſtreſe, he aſk- 
ed my Opinion of ſo whimſical a ſetting out. I had 
no other Acquaintance with the Diſpoſition of Donna 
Figuerrez, but from the Informations I had gathered 
up in Spain. Her Character, ſuch as I had then form- 
el to myſelf an Idea of, was that of a Coquet; and 


not diſtinguiſhing all the Sorts of them, I placed her 


withoat Doubt in the Rank of Madam De , 
whoſe black Artifices, and ſhameful Irregularities I fo 
well knew. It would have been a Taſk too new for 
me to paint out in my Imaginatien a Woman, who 
had united in her Character as many Perfections as De- 
fects; one who lived according to her Paſſions 
and Freaks, yet capable nevertheleſs in her Momens 
of ſerious Reflexion of thinking with as much Juſt- 
neſs and Propriety as a Man the moſt diſtinguiſhed by 
theſe two Qualities always poſſeſſed of a De- 
five of plealing ; not thinking the Glory of 
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a Woman to conſiſt but in the Multitude of her Con- 
queſts, and even purchaſing them by her voluntary 
Foibles, when ſhe could find only this Way to put on 
or rivet the Chains of a Lover ; but more ten- 
der and paſſionate than any Body for the Man whom 
ſhe has the Art of bringing to her Love ;— with all 
this—generous, good, ſubtile, but without Malice in 
her Wiles and Artifices ;z»—--always fready to ob- 
lige by her Services, and to anticipate 1 by her 
Offers and Diligence; as ſedueing alſo by the 
Allurements of her Humour and Behaviour, as by the 
Charms of her Perſon ; in ſine,— one compounded of 
a thouſand Virtues, and as many Foibles. Such never- 
theleſs was Donna Fignerrez, and I had to this Time 
done extreme Injultice to her in comparing her to a 
Woman ſo debauched and vicious as Madame De 


S —. 


However, as I was yet filled with this Nation, and 
without coming to a Reſolution of the Difficulty I had 
began to examine, the Opportunity was too favourable 
not to ſound fully the Principles of Tenermill; I ven- 
tured by Chance upon ſome general Reflexions upon 
the Danger of taking a Wife whoſe Character and 
Conduct one does not know. I could have cited for 
Example Mademoiſelle De L „if he had not 
been yet ignorant of the unfortunate Adventure of 
his Brother ; but I found in the Quality of a Foreign- 
er, and above all of a Spaniard, ſufficient to give 
Form enough to my Way of Reaſoning. I know 
not, ſaid I, whether the Birth of Donna Figuerrez, 
her Hopes of being Heireſs to the Ambaſſador, and 
even the Favours the King annexes to your Marriage, 
are Reaſons ſtrong enough to give yon Tranquillty 
under this Sort of Danger; and if you think upon it 
as I do, it will be at leaſt a Remedy for your Conſo- 
lation in the Caſe wherein the Rigours you complain 
of may make you abandon your Enterprize. 

He had hearkened to me very attentively. You could 
have added, anſwered he, if the Evils you have re- 
lated are yet only Matters of Apprehenſion, or if they 


are 
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are already happened; for having been in Spain, 
where you have had as much Acquaintance as Patrick 
with Donna Figuerrex, it is ſtrange if you be not bet- 
ter informed than you are willing to appear. I found 
myſelf too far engaged. However he himſelf fur- 
niſhed me with Means to draw myſelf out of the 
Perplexity. As much Acquaintance with her as Pa- 
trick, replied I, in the Way of Defence? You may 
know from her and from him, that I never ſaw her 
but twice during my Stay at Madrid. It is then to 
Patrick himſelf, replied he, that I muſt addreſs myſelf 
to clear up the Doubts you would inſpire me with, 
But while I wait for his Teſtimony, I may confeſs to 
you, added he, that not defiring hereafter to look for 
more in a Woman than theſe Conveniencies, which 
an advantageous Marriage may afford for the Advance- 
ment of my Fortune, I ſhall perplex myſelf but little 
about the Character of her who brings me Birth and 
Riches. 

We were interrupted with the Acclamations of the 
Count and Counteſs of 8 , Who returning Home 
had been informed of the happy Arrival of Serah and 
Patrick, and who having yet had only uncertain Ac- 
counts of their Reconciliation and the King's Good- 
neſs, were eager and haſty to find them out to heap 
on them their Careſſes and Congratulations. We went 
together to their Apartment. 'They were there, and 
in a Manner intoxicated with Love and ſoy. Patrich, 
who had been ſo long a Time a Prey to Grief and 
Anguiſh, without excepting from them even the Pe- 
riod of his fatal Paſſion, which had been attended with 
too much Vexation and Trouble, not to have made 
ſome Alteration in his Manners and Humour, ſeemed 
to have reſumed all at once that Sweetneſs and Grace 
with which Nature had adorned his Character, He 
received the Marks of our Affection with ſuch a 
Frankneſs of Heart, as laid open his moſt inward Sen- 
timents ; and he himſelf comparing his Situation with 
that he remembered to have been in during the Time 
of Error, which his fenſeleſs Prepoſſeſſion had 1 ** 
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him call moſt happy, he agreed, that the Pleaſures an- 
nexed to Duty are of quite another Value than the 
irregular Tranſports of the Paſſions. 

The Converſation would have continued a long 
Time upon a Subject ſo conformable to the Taſte of 
the whole Company, if Word had not been brought 
the Counteſs, that Donna Figuerrez wanted to ſee her. 
Tenermill inſtantly got up, and in great Haſte went 
to meet. her. She received him with more Indiffe- 
rence. than Anger. But when ſhe ſaw the Counteſs 
appear, ſhe prayed him to leave them alone together. 
Their Converſation continued a long Time. We 
were told all the Circumſtances of it as ſoon as ſhe 
went away. | 

Without diſſembling her Sentiments for Patrick, or 
concealing that ſhe would not even have left Spain but 
for facilitating the Means of becoming his Wife, ſhe 
confeſſed forthwith to the Counteſs, that ſeeing him 
reconciled to Sarah by his own Inclination, nothing 
remained to her but to make Uſe of her Reaſon to 
heal her Heart. But not being at once able to re- 
nounce the Pleaſure of ſeeing a Man who had been fo 
dear to her, and finding not much Jeſs Pleaſure in liv- 
ing in ſtrict Union with our Family, ſhe requeſted of 
my Siſter two Favours, both which ſhe hoped to ob- 
tain ; one to make her that very Day acquainted with 
Sarah, whoſe Friendſhip ſhe was defirous of cultiva- 
ting; the other, to prevail on Patrick to treat her at 
leafl with the ordinary Reſpect of Politeneſs, without 
being ſo ſtiffly determined, as he had been ever. fince 
his Return to France, in refuſing her a bare Viſit, 
The Counteſs, being willing to excuſe my Brother, as 
not having made any Stay at Paris ; 1 pardon him 
what is paſt, ſaid ſhe, ſmiling without AﬀeCtation, but 
I defire him to repair his Fault by a. ſpeedy Viſit, 
which I will even receive, if he abſolutely inſiſts on it, 
as his laſt Adieu. 

My Sitter, weighing theſe two Requeſts, found leis 
Difficulty in the laſt than the firſt. She promiſed to 
lay before Patrick what he owed to a Lady ſo well 
5 ö © diſpoſed 
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diſpoſed towards him; and without Doubt, added ſhe, 
he will have no Need of Entreaties to pay ſo reaſon- 
able a Duty. But knowing what a little Reliſh Sarah 
had for enlarging her Acquaintance, or rather con- 
cealing under this Pretext the Fear of fretting her b 

the Sight of a new Rival, ſhe civilly excufed herſelf 
from complying with this Requeſt. Her two Propo- 
fals nevertheleſs were of equal Importance to her; 
and to lay open before hand a Share of her Views, 
ſhe did not deſire to ſee Sarah, but to be convinced 
of what ſhe had to fear from her Charms, or to find 
by ſeeing her what it was that was capable of making 
an Impreſſion on the Heart of Patrick. Thus ſhe was 
ſo offended at my Siſter's Refuſal, that having in vain 
often preſſed her Requeſt with a Number of freſh Mo- 
tives, ſhe was not ſo far Miftreſs of her Vexation as to 
keep in her Tears; her Reſentment muſt have been at 
its Height. She took her Leave of my Siſter with a 
conſtrained Shew of Friendſhip and Thanks, in order 
to pleaſe herſelf at leaſt with the Expectation of a Vi- 
fit from Patrick, upon which ſhe depended ſo much 
the more, as not being able to obtain the other Fa- 
vour, ſhe looked on the Promiſe of this as infallible. 
The Counteſs ſurprized us very much with the Rela- 
tion of this Converſation. Tenermill for ever ſpurred 
on by the ſame Zeal, obſerved the Departure of Don- 
na Figuerrez, and offered to wait on her Home. His 
Abſence leaving us more Freedom of Converſation, I 
was the firſt to commend my Siſter for her Reſuſal, 
and to raiſe a Doubt whether it were convenient for 


_ Patrick, to hazard a Viſit, of which I could not pene- 


trate into the Uſe. However Sarab, who was never 
capable of a mean Difidence, and Patrick who thought 
himſelf above Danger, were of Opinion that good 
Manners made this Viſit a Duty. The Count and 
Counteſs being of the ſame Way of Thinking, my 
Advice paſſed only for an Exceſs of Scruple. 

As this Reſolution was not to be executed imme- 
diately, we waited for the Return of Tenermill, who 


ſoon came and rejoined us, His Countenance de- 
clared 
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clared the Tokens of his joy viſible to every Body. 
He had been treated, as he told us, by Donna Figuer- 
rex, with ſuch Favour and Indulgence, as fhe had not 
ſhewn him in his firſt Viſit. But his Happineſs de- 
pended on his Brother. You muſt, ſaid he to him, 
take the Trouble of ſeeing her to oblige me. She has 
made me promiſe to engage you to it this very, Day. 
She has given me Hopes, that when ſhe had the Ex- 
planations ſhe expeRed, and ſhould receive with Con- 
fidence from you, becauſe ſhe had known your Cha- 
racter a long Time, that our Marriage ſhould be the 
Day after determined mith all her Heart and Mind, 
He did not even call to Mind the dB which he 
had promiſed me to aſk Patrick ; and thinking of no- 
thing but to urge him to be gone, he thought it a 
tedious Time to fee him return to give the laſt Cer- 
tainty to his Hopes, 

The Night had already ſpread its Shades over the 
Earth ; but we were in a Seaſon when the Days were 
ſhort. It was ſome Time yet before Patrick had ab- 
ſolutely determined not to put off till next Day a Vi- 
ſit, which appeared to him burthenſome under our 
Circumſtances. , In fine, having ſent to Donna Figu- 
errez to know of herſelf, if ſhe approved of the Hour 
he had pitched on, he went away alone in his own 
Coach, and promiſed to be back at Supper. We paf- 
ſed the Time of his Abſence in reaſoning upon the 
Motives of Donna Figuerrez. Tenermill explained 
them to her Advantage, and I confeſſed, after a great 
Number of Reflexions, that I could diſcover nothing 
of the Matter. 4 

Towards Nine o' Clock one of Patrick's Servan 
came to us to make Apologies by his Orders for the 
Neceſſity he was under of ſupping with Doxna Fi- 
guerrex. He ordered us to be fold that the Spani/p 
Ambaſſador, and ſome other Perſons of the ſame Diſ- 
tinction being come to her Houſe the ſame Moment that 
he did, ſhe had not the Opportunity of explaining to 
him the Reaſons that had made her deſirous of ſeeing 
him. The Time having inſenſibly flipped aver, the 

Ambaſſador 
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Ambaſſador had requeſted him to ſup with her. Pa- 
trick attempted to retire ; but the Intreaties of the 
whole Company, and particularly of Donna Fig uer- 
rez, Who had promiſed to find an Opportunity that 
Night of a Moment's Converſation with him, had 
determined him for Tenermill's Intereſt, to ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be prevailed upon to ſtay. 

This Meſſage, though little expected after his Pro- 
miſe at parting, gave no Diſturbance to ady of us. 
We ſupped with the moſt pure and perfect Tranquil- 
lity and Joy. Neverthelel;, it came into my Mind 
upon retiring, that every Thing was to be feared 
from a Woman ſo dextrous and violent as Donna Fi- 
guerrez, TI was not capable of carrying any very 
powerful Aid to my Brother; but I might at leait 
watch over the Danger, and judge what Meaſures 
were neceſſary to be taken to deliver him from it, 
From this Thought alone, I choſe between eleven and 
twelve o'Clock to plant myſelf oppoſite to the Lodg- 
ings of Donna Figuerrez, of which I had got an Ac- 
count from Tenermill and my Siſter. . The Solitude I 
immediately found in the Street, made me almoſt re- 

nt of my Enterprize; for I could have but little 

opes of getting Admittance into a Houſe without 
having ſome Pretence for it. I had my Valet with 
me, whole Converſation helped for ſome Moments to 
divert me. Immediately ſome Coaches drove up, 
which ſtopping before her Door convinced me yet fur- 
ther, that I was alarmed out of Seaſon, Patrick, 
ſaid J, has ſubmitted in Spite of him to the Con- 
ſtraint of Decorum. The Company that ſtayed him, 
is going to leave him at Liberty; his Coach will be 
here ſoon, ſince the Time appointed for the others 
is come. I will join him, and take Advantage of 
his Company Home, 

Whilſt my Thoughts were taken up with theſe 
Hopes, I ſaw many Perſons come out of the Houſe, 
who immediately drove off in their Coaches. The 
Spaniſh Ambaſſador appeared alſo, and as his Hotel 
was only at a little Diſtance in the ſame Street, he 

| went 
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went Home on Foot, attended by a great Number of 
Lacqueys with Flambeaus in their Hands. I conceal- 
ed myſelf from their Sight with great Care. The Door 
having been ſhut after him, I yet waited above an 
Hour, and my Impatience increaſed the more, as 1 
did not ſee Patrick's Coach come up, nor the Door 
opened. It nevertheleſs ſoon after was opened, and 
I ſaw a Gentleman come out of it on Foot, who gave 
Orders to the Porter to wait for him a Moment. By 

Chance as I walked along the Street it appeared as if 
J had come out of the Ambaſſador's Hotel, which was 
not far behind me. The Darkneſs of the Night not 

ſuffering the Gentleman to diſtinguiſh my Face, he 

took me by my Garb for the Perſon he was going to 
call, and who muſt have come from the ſame Place. 

Is it you, Mr. Almoner, ſaid he in Spaniſh ? This Title 
was familiar to me ſince the King had granted me that 
Office. A ſudden Impulſe, that foreſtalled all Re- 
flexion, made me anſwer, yes, in the ſame Language. 
Let us make Haſte, anſwered the Gentleman, turn- 
ing about to walk before me ; our Lovers are together, 
and this is the Opportunity, which perhaps will never 
offer again. 

Indeed I opened my Eyes at theſe Words. I con- 
ceived, if not an odious Conſpiracy againſt my Bro- 
ther, at leaſt that he was menaced with ſome fatal Ac- 
cident, and that I had Need to call up all my Cou- 
rage and Zeal to aid him. The Neceſſiiy of this did 
not appear to me to be yet urgent; but being reſolv- 
ed to riſque every Thing, I followed my Guide with- 
out Fear, and went with him into the Houſe. By a 
ſpecial Favour of Providence the Porter waited at the 
Door without Light. We went up Stairs, which was 
lighted no-better than the Door. Wait here, faid the 
Gentleman, we ſhall have Occaſion for a Caſt of your 
Office preſently. It would have been too dreadful to 
me to fancy, that they had a Deſign on my Brother's 
Life, and that they would not ſend for a Man of my 
Gown, but to receive his laſt Breath. Heaven did 
not ſuffer ſuch a Thought to come into my _ ; 
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* I had a thouſand other Doubts to torment me mor- 
y. 
At length the Door next to that my Guide went in 
was opened all af a ſudden, Come in, Mr. Almoner, 
cried ſome Body, you are waited for with Impatience. 
Whatever Trouble ſuch long Preparations bad given 
me, I obſerved, as I went in, three Men well dreſſed, 
who held Piſtols preſented to Patrick's Breaſt, while Don- 
na Figuerrez ſwooning in Appearance, lay languiſhing'y 
ſtretched along on a Couch, Come hither, Monſieur, 
ſaid one of the Gentlemen, come and repair the Ho- 
nour of Spain, and that of Monſieur the Ambaſſa- 
dor, by marrying this Gentleman to Donna Figuerrex, 
whom we have ſurprized together in a Poſture not to 
be juſtified but by a ſpeedy Marriage. He is bappy, 
that in our firſt Fury we had not imbrued our Hands 
in his Blood. My Face, which they had not at all 
obſetved when firſt I advanced, my firſt Exclamations, 
conjuring them to ſlay their Hands, and the Words 
of my Brother himſelf (who under the Surprize he 
was in to ſee me, aſked immediately by what lucky 
Chance I was ſo near him, and if I did not wonder at 
this Scene) made them judge that there was ſome Miſ- 
take in their Adventure. They looked on each other 
with Amazement, without nevertheleſs forſaking the 
Poſture they were in. But one of them addrefling 
himſelf to me ; you are a Prieft, Monſieur, ſaid he, 
with a bullying Air, it is of no Conſequence whether 
you be a Spaniard or a Frenchman ; give us a Caſt of 
5 Office by a Moment's Ceremony, which ſhall 
e rewarded beyond your Expectations by the Gene- 
roſity of Monſieur the Spaniſb Ambaſſador, I his is 
his Niece, whom that Gentleman has diſhonourcd ; 
Religion and Honour impoſes the ſame Duty on you 
as upon us. I came to myſelf again during their 
Buſtle ; and conceived their Project in its full Extent. 
Fraternal Friendſhip, my Hatred for all Artifice, Ho- 
nour and Religion, by which they pretended to inte- 
reſt me, actuated me with ſo much Fortitude, that 
the Sight of thew Arms, any more than —_—_ Conſi- 
| , eration 
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deration of their Numbers, did not hinder me from 
treating them with all the Scorn and Contempt they 
deſerved for engaging in ſuch a villainous Attempt. 
] declared to them without Shift or Subterfuge, that 
the Gentleman againſt whom they implored my Aid 
was my Brother, and I threatned them with a Puniſh- 
ment that all the Power of their Ambaſſador ſhould not 
deliver them from. 

Perhaps I abandoned myſelf too much to this firſt 
Warmth : But whether it were that they were offend- 
ed at my Menaces, whether, in reflecting upon Cir- 
cumſtances, they imagined they were a little altered 
by this Scorn of them; and that in Spite of my Teeth 
they could force from me the ſame Service as they 
expected from their own Almoner, one of them de- 
tached himſelf from Patrick, and coming up to me 
in my Turn, preſented his Piſtol to my Breaſt ; Mon- 
fieur, ſaid he, you are a Prieſt, that is enough for our 
Purpoſe ; come, perform here your Function, if you 
would not rather chuſe to be a dead Man. I gave 
them no Time to wait for my Reply, but collecting 
together all my Conſtancy, as much out of Love to 
my Brother, as Zeal for my own Duty, I ſhewed fo 
much Contempt for the Death they threatened me 
with, and ſo much Indignation againſt the Authors of 
ſo baſe an Attempt, that I ſaw Aſtoniſhment painted 
on the Faces of our Enemies. They durſt not per- 
fiſt in their Deſign one Moment longer, and laying a 
Streſs only on their Generoſity in ſparing our — 
they proteſted, that if Patrick did not freely conſent 
to what they called his Duty, our Puniſhment was 
only delayed. As to him, who was ſo muck preſſed 
down that he could not ariſe from his Chair ; he fret- 
ted at an Abafement ſo unworthy of his Courage, 
and when Deſpair of Succeſs had obliged them to 
abandon their Enterprize, he ſwore, as he went away, 
that he would make them repent their Temerity. 

They gave us Liberty to be gone ; bat to diſguiſe 
better their Artifice, they affected to call the Servants 
of Donna Figuerrex, and to preſs them to go to = 
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Aid of their Miſtreſs. Patrick to have found 
his Coach at the Gate; but not ſo much as one of his 

| Servants was in waiting. They had taken Care to 
ſend them all away at a Diſtance, by pretended Or- 
ders from their Maſter 3 and we were informed after- 
wards by the Coachman, that having come at the 
Hour Patrick had appointed him, they gave him No- 
tice to return two Hours later; Facin continued at 
the Gate waiting my coming out, having no other 
Road to get to the Count's Houſe. 

Though the Ambaſſador's Name had been often 
uſed by the three Spaniards, and that there was great 
Likelihood they were of his Train; without reckon- 
ng that his Almoner was to act ſo great a Part in this 
odious Scene, it was to be preſumed the Ambaſſador 
had a Knowledge of the Undertaking ; yet we could 
not perſuade ourſelves, that he had entered into a 
Conſpiracy diſhonourable to his Character. Being re- 
duced then to accuſe no Body of it but the intriguing 
Genius of Donna Figuerrez, we could not yet forbeat 
admiring how ſhe could build any Hopes on an Ad- 
venture that carried in it not the leaſt Shew of Proba- 
bility in the Succeſs. For who could be eaſily perſua- 
ded that Patrick could have the ſmalleſt Tie of Aﬀe- 
Etion to her, at a Time wherein he was taken u 
with nothing but his Love for Sarah, and of which 
a thouſand Perſons could give the ſtrongeſt Proofs ? and 
ſo much Pains taken to draw him into the Snare, and 
to diſperſe his Servants far away from him; were 
not theſe Things clear Demonſtrations in his Fa- 
vour ? 

All People reaſoned thus, who were informed of 
our Adventure. Tenermill could ſcarce get rid of his 
Surprize, and the Shame of being inſtrumental him- 
ſelf in caſting us into this Perplexity by his Inſtances 
to his Brother, chagrined him as much as the Loſs of 
his Hopes. It ſeemed to him indeed that after a 
Noiſe of this Nature he could not have the leaſt Ap- 
petite to renew his Viſits to Donna Figuerrez, We all 
reaſoned according to this Suppoſition, and the __— 
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of his Marriage having been the only Reaſon that re- 
tarded Patrick's Happineſs, we thought, that without 
being defective in our Submiſſion to the King's Plea- 
ſure, we might requeſt his Majeſty to ſhorten the 
Time he himſelf had fixed for it. Sarah deſired it 
impatiently, as the paſt Fears had inſpired her with 
others to come, Patrick prayed me to requeſt this new 
Favour of the King, and even to obtain of his Ma- 
jeſty that the Ceremony might be performed without 
Noiſe in any other Place than St. Germain. 

I thought Tenermill ſo fully cured of his Notions of 
Marriage, that in going next Day to Court, it never 
came into my Mind to aſk him, whether I ſhould re- 
late Patrick's Adventure to the King. As it was 
upon this Foundation I went to ſollicit a Revocation 
of his Majeſty's Orders, it was natural for me to be- 
gin with this Story, and I did not ſee further on Te- 
nermill's Side, the leaſt Reaſon that could create in 
me any Doubt of it. Nevertheleſs coming to me the 
Moment of my Departure, he put me a hundred Que- 
ſions, the Meaning of which I did not at firſt con- 
ceive, and which at length all ended in aſking me 


openly if ] intended to mention the Enterprize of the 


three Spaniards to the King. This very Care of aſ- 
cribing our Adventure to the three Spaniards, and not 
mixing a Word of Donna Figuerrez in it, appeared to 
me to be a Delicacy altogether new ; but without giv- 
ing me Time to anſwer him, he added with the fame 
abſent Air, that under whatever Form he had conſi- 
dered the Scene of the precedent Day, he had found 
nothing in it that could make the leaſt Alteration in 
the Situation of Things; that the Inclination of Donna 
Fizuerrez to Patrick was known to every Body; that 
in ſeeking to aſſure herſelf Sof his Heart and Hand, 
the did nothing but what every other Woman with 
the ſame Defires and ſame Power would not fail to 
attempt as well as ſhe; in fine, that after the ill Suc- 
ceſs of the Artifice of the Spaniards, or of her, if I 
would have it ſo, ſhe was not a Whit. different from 
what ſhe was before the Enterprize was — 
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Is not ſhe the very individual Woman, added he, 
(looking on me, as if I could have made a Doubt of 
it,) with the fame Birth, with the fame perſonal Qua- 
lities, the ſame Hopes of Fortune ? And the Reafons 


I have had for thinking of marrying her, do they ſub- 
fiſt leſs ? 


He concluded from this Way of Reaſoning, that if 
on the contrary they could bury our Adventure in Ob- 
livion, and begin to do ſo by concealing it from the 
King, no Rub could ftand in his 'Way after the Mar- 
riage of Patritk to hinder him from reſuming his 
Hopes of obtaining the Spaniſb Lady. It is certain, 
added he; (as if I yet could ſtand in Need of this 
Confirmation to convince me of it) that ſhe will be 
under a Neceſſity of renouncing my Brother, when 
ſhe ſhall ſee him irretrievably united to Sarah. Why 
then ſhould ſhe reje&t my Offers, with all the Advan- 
tages that attend them for her, of which her Uncle 
has without Queſtion informed her ? 

I confeſs that with whatever Surprize I could hear 
all this Diſcourſe, I could find nothing to put a Stop 
to it, when my Anſwer was neceſſarily required upon 
that Point, I could not indeed convince him, that 
the Enterprize of Donna Figuerrez was a Blemiſh, that 
made her more unworthy to be his than before, and 
that her Love, which made her employ Violence, was 
without Doubt the ſame that had made her endeavour 
at firſt to obtain the Heart of Patrick by more gentle 
and ſweet Methods. Nevertheleſs an Outrage of 
that Nature ſeemed to me ſo rebellious, that at the 
very Time I could not find Expreſſions, or durſt not 
uſe thoſe that occurred to Mind to expreſs my Hor- 
ror. I admired that Tenermil/ did not feel the ſame 
Impreſſion from it. What I could find moſt moderate 
to ſay to him was, that he would not probably have 
any Occaſion to reproach himſelf for having ſubmit- 
ted to an Exceſs of Jealouſy. I reckoned I ſhould 
oe him by this Irony: But although he perfectly 
well comprehended it, yet it did not appear to affect 
him; and intrenching himſelf under the Neceſſity 


that 
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that Donn z Fizuerrez would ſoon be in of ſtifling her 
Affections for Patrict, he made no Difficulty of con- 
felling to me, that what he demanded of her was 
moreover very independent of the Diſpoſitions of her 
Heart. She eſtabliſhes my Fortune, ſaid he, ſhe is 
capable of doing me Credit by her Birth, her Wit 
and Beauty; I acquit her of every Thing elſe. Am- 
bitious ! interrupted I with a quick Sentiment of Com- 
paſſion, that you ſhould make me know the various 
Springs and Wheels in the Heart of Man! How did 
I deceive myſelf, when the Example of your Brother 
made me look on Love as the only Paſſion capable of 
blinding a Man of Underſtanding? How? Do not 
you perceive, continued I in the ſame Tone, that an 
Action fo raſh as this of Donna Figuerrex, is not the 
firſt Eſſay of Impudence and Coquetry ? To what 
will you expoſe yourſelf by uniting yourſelf to a Wo- 
man of this Character? And without explaining my- 
ſelf too freely upon the Informations I had received 
at Madrid, 1 vpbraided him for having ſo ſpcedily loſt 
the Defign he had of obtaining ſuch Informarions up- 
on the Conduct of a Woman whom he had-known but 
a few Days. But far from anſwering my Queſtions ; 
think, my Brother, ſaid he, that this Abundance of 
Reflexions and Pains will make me lofe thoſe Advan- 
tages I ſhall never recover. The Favour of the King 
may cool. Is it probable that a Lady of Donna Fi- 
guerrex' Appearance had ever failed in the Obligations 
due to her Birth? Would the Ambaſſador her Uncle 
live in that good Underſlanding with her ? Suppole 
ker to be a Coquette : Are all the Ladies of France 
leſs ſo? And her Removal afterwards from Madrid, 
added he, might make an Alteration in the Nature of 
a great many Things. | 
made no Reply to this laſt Reaſon ; and could not 
ſuficiently wonder at this Contrariety of Principles, 
which made him ſo eaſily ſubmit in an Article ſo de- 
licate 3 him, who appeared to be a Man the leaſt tra- 
ctable in the World in every Thing that bore the 
Name of a Point of Honour. Whimſical Effect of 
Vor. II. K 
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violent Paſſions, that finds nothing to be of Importance 
bat what has a Relation to them ! Love could make 
Patrick deſpiſe Grandeur, and Ambition could render 
Tencrmill inſenſible to Love. In the mean Time, as 
I had no Apprehenſion that he would advance too 
briſkly with Donna Figucrrez, I ſtill ſaſpended giving 
him thoſe Explanations, that I thought moſt capable 
of making Impreſſions on him, and reſolved to wait 
the Return of Patrick before I took my own Reſolu- 
tions upon the Matter. 

Neither Patrick nor I could be ſuſpected of pub- 
liſhing our Adventure, nor could we in the leaſt ac- 
cuſe the Count and Counteſs of 8 „ Whoſe 
Diſcretion we well knew. Nevertheleſs, Tenermill 
had the Vexation to hear Rumours ſpread about, that 
gave him too much Room to judge, that all the World 
had not obſerved the ſame Silence ; and as an Addi- 
tion to his Grief, Patrick informed us at his Return, 
that they had already reached as far as St. Germain. 
The King, when he granted him the Permiſſion he 
ſued for to haſten the Renewal of his Marriage, and 
to celebrate it without Noiſe at our little Houſe at 
Saiſons, did not wait to hear his Excuſes and Pretexts 
for juſtifying his Petition. He had foked with him 
upon his good Fortune, and lamenting Tenermill for 
being leis favoured by Love, had added, that this 
was an Opportunity that failed him in his Eſtabliſh- 
ment. With the bare Income of his Regiment, and 
twelve thouſand Livres Penſion, I ſhould be very 
wary, ſaid the King, in granting him a Title, which 
could give him leſs Honour, than it would cauſe him 
Embarafinient in ſupporting it, He is young, and well 
made; Paris may preſent him with what he cannot 
obtain from Spain, if he does not rather chuſe to 
wait our Return to England, where my Friendſhip 
may perhaps yet help better to forward his Eſtabliſh- 
ment. 

Thus this Prince continued to promiſe himſelf 
Succels, that Providence did not think proper to re- 
ſerve for him. But the impatient Tenermill, who had 
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not ſo much Reliance on the Future, looked on this 
Declaration as a fatal Wound to his Hopes. All the 
Chimeras, by which perhaps he had ſucceeded in 
cheating himſelf as to the Conduct of Donna Figuer- 
rex, became uſeleſs to him by the King's Deciſion, 
What Means had he to propoſe them to this Prince, 
as he had ventured to do to me ? He never had one 
Thought of making himſelf agreeable to the French 
Ladies. His reſolute and imperious Humour could 
not ſuffer him to ſubmit to the great Attendances and 
Complaiſances, in which he ſaw the greateſt Part of 
them place their Gallantry ; and when his Ambition 
to advance himſelf ſhould make him deſcend to this 
Sort of Abaſement, he thought that Nature having 
not formed him for ſuch a Manner of making himſelf 
agreeable, he ſhould run the Riſque of rendering him- 
{elf ridiculous by his Grimaces and AﬀeQations. As 
to England, he knew better than the King, how little 
his Majeſty could rely upon ſome flight Advantages of 
the laſt Campaign; and the Notions of an expert Of- 
ticer, who had ſeen on the Spot the Diſpoſitions of 
the Country, were far different from the flattering 
Language of the Courtiers. | 

During ſome Days I ſaw him ſo perſive and me- 
lancholy, that his Grief would have inſpired me with 
Pity, iſ I had not thought it uſeful to make him open 
his Eyes upon the Folly of the Paſſion that devoured 
him. He carefully avoided me, as if he had taken 
my Looks for ſo many Reproaches. Patrick's Com- 
pany did not appear to his Brother leſs inſupportable, 
Without diſcovering to- him either Jealouſy or Hatred, 
he let it manifeſtly be ſeen, that his Heart was a Prey 
to {ome ſecret Grief, which increaſed in the Preſence 
of his Brother. He received his Words and Careſſes 
with an Indifference, and ſometimes with a Haughti- 
neſs at which the other would have had a Right to 
take Offence, As it was not upon Occaſions of this 
Nature that Patrick was capable of hcarkening to his 
Reſentment, I was not at all alarmed at their Diffe- 
rences, but on the contrary, I took a Pleaſure in ſee- 
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ing with what Sweetneſs he would ſacrifice his Incli- 
nations to fraternal Friendſhip. When all the Family 
went to Sarſons to aſſiſt at the Renewal of bis Mar. 
riage, Tenermill excuſed himſelf from accomparying 
us, under ſome very ſlight Pretences. There was no 
Perſon there to whom this Affectation did not give as 
much Trouble as Amazement; but Putrick, who 
ought to have been more affected with it, contained 
himſelf ſo well, as not to complain in the leaſt of 
his Behaviour; and not being diſcouraged at the firſt 
Refuſal, he endured more of them with the ſame Mo- 
deration. 

I kaew, that from the Hopes that our Adventure 
had continued yet a Secret, and perhaps from an Opi- 
nion that Donna Figuerrez herſelf could not imagine 
we could yet have revealed it, Tenermill had gone to 
viſit her the Day after, and had ſpent with her a Part 
of the Afternoon. His Melancholy not having began 
till atter the King's Declaration, he ſtill continued to 
viſit her; and although he did not fail of paying his 
Court regularly enough at St. Germain, he ſeldom 
happened to pals an entire Day there without return- 
ing to Paris. We could not gueſs that this was on 
Purpoſe to paſs a Part of the Day with her; for in 
the free and independent Converſation we had eſta- 
bliched at the Count's, Curioſity did not ſway any one 
there {o as to make him remark upon the Conduct of 
others. Nevertheleſs, by the Indiſcretion of ſome one 
&f his Servants, I came to hear from my Valet, that all 
the Time he did not paſs at St. Germain or the 
Count's, he ſpent with Donna Figuerrez, and that in 
the tHoule of that Lady no Body talked of any Thing 
elſe but of the Favour he was in with her. T his 
New: gave me ſome Reſtleſſneſs, of which I could not 
at fir unravel the Cauſe. What could be the Foun- 
dauon of an Acquaiataace ſo ſtrièt? I knew Tenermill 
too well to ſuſpect him of becoming a Slave to Love. 
On the other Hand, Patrick was from henceforth ſe- 
cured from all Sorts of Attacks; and if Donna Figu- 
er:ez ſhould yer form any Deſign againſt him, I ſhould 
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be ſtrictly careful to make a-Share of my Diſtruſt fall 
upon his Brother. I was fond of perſuading myſelf, 
that having found in this fair Spaniard more Wit, 
than in the Generality of the Women of his Acquain- 
tance, he had by Means of that Quality reliſhed in 
her Converſation the Pleaſures of an innocent Fami- 
liarity. He has renounced, ſaid I to myſelf, the Ap- 
pearances of Love, which, according to the very De- 
ſign that made him ſubmit to it, had always ſome- 
thing uneaſy and troubleſome to a Man of his Hu- 


mour; and not ſeeking any Thing but to conſole him- 


ſelf for the ill Succeſs of his Ambition, he contents 
himſelf with the bare Pleaſures of Friendſhip. I 
could applaud his Taſte, added I, if he had made 
Choice of ſuch a Remedy; and if I judged of it by 
the Satisfaction Patrick himſelf had a long Time found 
in the Friendſhip of Donna Figuerrez, he might have 
applied himſelf worſe. 

Why had I not this Moment Knowledge enough 
in the Cuſtoms of the World to miſtruſt an Feil. which 
was beginning to ariſe? My Zeal could have furniſh- 
eme with a thouſand Ways to check it in its Birth. 
It my own Exhortations would not have been hear- 


kened unto, I might have employed the Aid of the 


Hani Ambaſſador, and even the King's Authority. 
I could have engaged that religious Prince to awaken 
the Ambition of Tenermi:] by Hopes le's remote. Of 
two dangerous Evils, why ſhould I ſcruple to make 
one of them ſerve as a Remedy to the other, which 
was the moſt formidable? If this Aid had not been ſuf- 
f.cient, J could have induced the King to have kept 
him in Employment during the Winter by ſome toil- 
ſome Journey, or ſome Negociation to a foreign 
Court, In fine, I yet perſuaded myſelf, that with 
the Aſſiſtance of Heaven, I could have ſucceeded in 
making him break an Engagement, which. has been 
a long Time the Cauſe of my Zeal, and the Subject 
of my Tears. . | - 5 

I did not begin too ſoon to deplore him, though I 
came much too late to the Knowledge of him. My 
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Ignorance proceeded a long Time from my Security, 
I] was without Fear, becauſe without Suſpicions. Far 
from being alarmed with juſt Miſtruſts, T no ſooner 
fancied that Tenermili had taken for the Spaniſh Lady 
the ſame Taſte that I had ſeen Patrick have for her 
in Spain, than drawing a good Omen from the Re- 
turn of his Tranquillity, and the healing of his Ambi- 
tion, which I had found dangerous by its Exceſs, I 
ſought an Opportunity to congratulate him equally 
tor theſe two Bleſſings. He received my Compli- 
ments with ſuch an Air of Satisfaction, that it encrea- 
ſed my Confidence. As to Ambition, ſaid he, it i 
true I am much leſs tormented with it. The King has 
put me out of Conceit with his Favours, by annexing 
them to impoſſible Conditions; or at leaſt what he 
turns over to Times ſo diſtant begins to have lets Ef. 
fect on my 2 And if, added he, I muſt con- 
teſs to you this Experiment, to which you have per- 
haps ſeen me too much affected, it helps every Day 
to take away even my Taſte for the Court. I never 
mall appear there more but with Regret. They load- 
ed me with Favours before I began to merit them; 
and I am put off with Uncertainties at a Time when 
my Services, or, if you will, my good Fortune, have 
perhaps made me worthy of ſome Regard or Atten- 
tion : This is giving me almoſt an equal Room to at- 
ford myſelf but ſmall Applauſe, either on Account of 
the Goodneſs, that was graciouſly before-hand with 
my Merit, or of the Juſtice that rewards it ſo ill. In 
Regard to my Acquaintance with Donna Figuerrez, 
ou have Reaſon, added he, to give it the Name of 
riendſhip, and I am obliged to you for theſe Com- 
liments which it deſerves. It is a long Time ſince, 
inſtead of thinking of Marriage or Love, I ſhould 
have eſtabliſhed a Kan of this Nature. If my 
Fortune did not grow better by it, I ſhould have found 
in it at leaſt an Advantage as to the Pleaſures of my 
Life, and the Tranquillity and Calming of a great 
Number of Paſſions. 9 


Who 
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Who would not have believed, as I did, that this 


Friendſhip, which had been capable of reſtoring Tran- 


uillity to his Mind, and which upon the whole had 
bred to cure him of Ambition, was founded upon 
the moſt pure Mæxims of Prudence? I 2 of it 
ſo fully in this Light, that I ſhould have freely given 
Thanks for it to Donna Figuerrez, to whom I aſcribed 
this Miracle. Although my Knowledge of her had 
been formed from divers diſadvantageous Strokes and 
Lineaments, I had nevertheleſs heard Patrick vaunt of 
her Wit, and I knew he had all the Qualities capable 
of making him a proper Judge of it. If the Lights 
and Underſtanding of the Mind do not always defend 
a Heart againſt Diſorder, they may be looked upon 
at leaſt as Reſources, from whence one may always 
have ſome Hopes of a Return to Virtue ; becauſe the 
moſt tumultous Paſſions having their Intervals of Re- 
laxation and Silence, they ſometimes afford a Time to 
ound and inlightened Reafon to fee the Precipice to 
which they lead, and conſequently to arm themſelves 
with new Strength either to ſhun or get out of it. 
The very Diforders and Irregularities of Donna Figu- 
errez, the Trouble that had attended her Paſſions, the 
Diſguſts and Mortifications ſhs had endured from ber 
late Enterprize, might not they have produced this 
Effect on her, and by the Brightneſs of her natural 
Talents have made her a proper Initrument to convey 
it to Tenermill ? 

The Original of an Event ſo remarkable in its Na- 
ture and Conſequences deſerved a Relation of this Ex- 
tent, to prepare the Readers for other Particulars, 
which will make perhaps the moſt engaging Part of 
this Hiſtory, I find myſelf alſo under the Neceſſity 
of deferring an Account, which without Doubt they 
have expected with Impatience; that is, the Celebra- 
tion of the agreeable Ceremony, which eſtabliſhed the 
Happineſs of Sarah Fincer and Patrick upon a ſolid. 
Foundation, My Pen is not fit to deſcribe the 'Tran- 
{ports of a new married Couple, eager for each other, 
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who had. ſo much the higher Reliſh of Joy, as having 
been a long Time, the one without Deſires, and the 
other without Hopes; all the Inclinations ſpringing up 
in their Hearts, were in a Manner ſo many new lm. 


preſſions, which reſembled almoſt in nothing their for- 


mer Trials. They ſeemed therefore to gaze on one 
another every Moment, as if for the firſt Time. Ah! 
that they had been ſeen always under the Form they 
there aſſumed that Day the one for the other. Sarah 
ſaw in her Huſband a Man as paſſionate for her, as the 
had ſor fo long a Time ſued for from Love; and in 
this Lady, whom Patrick at another Time had leoker 
upon as the moſt invincible Obſtacle of his Repoſe, he 


jaw nothing but the Object of his moſt tender Com- 


plaiſances, and the inexhauſtible Source of He ppineſs 
1.0 longer ſubject to a Change. What Prayers and 
Vows did I not addreſs to Heaven in re elabliſhing 
their Bands by a new Benediction? With what Ardour 


did [ pray for a Perſeverance of ſo much Affection, 


which I thought I read in their Hearts, and which 
they promiſed ſo freely by their Oaths ? At another 
Time they ſwore in the ſame Terms of Expreſſion ; 
but what Difference was there now in the Diſpoſition 
— Patrick, and the Satisfaction of Sarab? What 
Difference in my Heart, which ſeemed to take Share 
in their Joy, and unite itſe}f to their Engagements, 
with as much inward Satisfaction, as I remembered to 
have felt Grief and Bitterneſs in Dub/in, when I was 
as it were obliged to drag an unhappy Victim to the 
Altar! How were the Omens changed, and how did 
they alſo proclaim the Change in their Fate? 

To fill up the Meaſure of our Satisfaction, the 
Counteſs, who was with Child without . to 
draw ſo near her Time, was the Day following ha p- 
pily delivered of a Son. Nothing was wanting to the 


Completion of our Joy, but to fee Tenermill ſharing 
in it with us there. In the black and melancholy 
Grief, with which his Heart was gnawed, he neglect- 


ed to ſend to Patrick and his Wife even the Compli- 
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ments of Decency, from which no Reaſon in the 
World could have excuſed him; but this Over-ſight 
was repaired afterwards by fincere Apologies. 

Some Days after, Patrick having propoſed to us 
to go to St. Germain, to preſent there his Spouſe to 
the King, we conſidered, if notwithſtanding the ill 
Humour of Tenermill, we ought not to give him No- 
tice, that Decency ſeemed to require him to go with 
us there. But after a fitting Deliberation we agreed 
not to communicate our Deſign to him, and to take 
upon ourſelves to make his Excuſes to the King. 
We knew that in the firſt Warmth of the Account Pa- 
trick had given him, he had let two Days ſlip without 
appearing at St. Germain. The King coals not be 
deceived in the Cauſe of this Abſence ; and far from 
taking Offence at it, he had talked the Matter over 
with Mr. De Sercine in a Manner to convince us, that 
he himſelf regretted to have ſeen by the Adventure of 
Donna Figuerrex, a Delay given to his Views of ad- 
vancing Fine, Thus we had very little Fear of pre- 
judicing him in the King's Thoughts, by confeſſing 
to his Majefty that the Regret of having failed in the 
Eſtabliſhment of his Fortune, had even deprived him 
of the Pleaſure of being preſent at Patrick's Mar- 
riage, and that our Love for Peace had made us ap- 

rehenfive of irritating him, by propoſing to him to 
join in Company with us, which he would not have ac- 
cepted. 

Nevertheleſs, we were but little forward in our 
Journey, when we had Cauſe to repent of this Reſo- 
ution. The three Spaniards, who had aſſiſted Donna 
Figuerrex, were hunting in the Plain, with a Man for 
their Guard, who ſerved them alſo as a Guide; and 
ſeeing an Equipage that ſhewed ſome of Diſtinction 
by the Number of Servants following us on Horſe- 
back, Curioſity made them come near. Patrick knew 
them, and had not ſufficient Command over himself 
upon this Occaſion, wherein he need not have diſ- 
covered that he was in the Coach. He lifted up the 
Glaſs : Meſlieurs, ſaid he in their own Language, you 
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may inform Donna Figuerrez, that I was married two 
Days ago, and may make my Compliments to her, 
for her having had ſuch bad Succeſs in preventing it. 
This was a Piece of Raillery, from whence he pro- 
teſted to me he had no Thoughts of drawing any fur- 
ther Conſequence ;z for, notwithſtanding his Menaces 
upon his leaving Donna Figuerrez, I had obliged him 
to come into my Way of Thinking, that Honour did 
not oblige him to expect a Reparation by Arms for 
an Inſult of this Nature; and that it would be even 
ridiculous to meaſure his Sword with three Men one 
after another, to whom we did a Favour by not pu- 
niſhing them in a Courſe of Juſtice. However there 
remained in his Heart a Foundation for Reſentment, 
which he could not get the better of upon meeting 
them, and which induced him thus to banter them, 
without reflecting on the Conſequences of it. 

We had the Count of $ with us; ſo that we 
were two Gentlemen againſt three. I will not ac- 
cuſe ſo brave a People as the Spaniards, of deſiring 
. to take Advantage of the Inequality of Numbers, or 
daving deſignedly failed in Reſpect for my Siſter-in- 
law, whoſe Appearance alone was capable of inſpiring 
them with it. Nevertheleſs they were ſo offended at 
Patrick's Words, that one of them alighting imme- 
diately, fiercely ordered the Coachman to ſtop; and 
the two others followed his Example. They honour- 
ably enough propoſed to my Brother to come out of 
the Coach. I oppoſed a Motion he made to ſatisfy 
them. How, ſaid I, do you forget your Promiſe, 
and can you be capable of any Violence under the 
Eyes of your Spouſe ? He laboured to perſuade me 
to Silence by divers Winks and Signs; whilſt I, af- 
rang not to hear him, he deſired me to explain 
what I meant by my Suſpicions, This Shift ſuccced- 
ed ill with him; my Lady and the Count apprehend- 
ed all at once who were his Aggreſſors. They had 
not forgot what we had before told them. The Count, 
boiling with the ſame Fire as Patrick, reproached me 


for the Efforts I uſed to ſtop him, and ſaid to 2 


that it was not a Queſtion to be deliberated upon. 
But what gave me greater Aſtoniſhment, Sarah, the 
tender Sarah, accuſing me herſelf of ſtopping him un- 
ſeaſonably, added that it was not upon a Point of Ho- 
nour that ſhe muſt oppoſe the Courage of her Hut- 
band. I ſhould have ſuſpected her of ſome Impulſe 
of Revenge againſt the Agents of Donna Figuerrez, 
if the Knowledge I had of her Principles had not con- 
vinced me, that it was owing to a Greatneſs of Heart, 
and a Nobleneſs of Sentiments. 
In the mean Time, as it was not upon Notions of 
this Nature that the Rules of my Morality were elia- 
bliſhed, having in vain endeavoured to ſtop the Count 
and Patrick, I turned my Repreſentations and Prayers 
to the three Spaniſh Gentlemen. They received them 
as a Banter, and when being provoked at their An- 
{wers, I did not ſpare to reproach them, that it was 
againſt all Sorts of Rights to take Advantage of their 
Numbers, one of them exhorted me laughing, to- 
take a Sword and make the Party equal. I confeſs 
this was the ſingle Moment of my Life wherein Heat 
of Blood made me find too much Rigour in my Duty; 
and if Chance had thrown a Sword in my Way, per- 
haps I ſhould have given Way to the firſt Motion that 
poſſeſſed my Heart. I bitterly lamented that Tener- 
mill was not at leaſt with us to aſſiſt his Brothers. 
Bat the three Spaniards ſoon made me recover from 
my Diffidence. Having conſulted together a Moment, 
they detached two of their Body to attack the Count 
and Patrick; and the third drew near the Coach to 
make an Apology to my Lady. She did not hearken 
to him; but trembling, notwithſtanding her Reſolu- 
tion, ſhe advanced her Head out of the Boot wich 
Looks ſo diſquieted and troubled, that her Life 
ſeemed to hang on the Fate of her Huſband, During 
this Time our Servants conſulted my Eyes, to throw 
thamſelves at the leaſt Sign upon their Maſter's Ene- 
mies; but being under the Neceſſity of enduring an 
Evil that I bad not in my Power to remedy, 1 cook 


great Care to prevent the Action from. turniag to the 
K 6 Dit. 
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Diſhonour of my Brothers, by a Succour ſo unworthy 
of their Couraye. 

The Chance of Arms was favourable to them. Pa- 
trick, too well exerciſed in thoſe Sort of Combats, 
wounded his Adverſary dangerouſly. The Count dif. 
armed his. I already had exhorted my Lady to pour 
up her Thanks to Heaven, when the third Spaniard 
advancing towards Patrick, preſſed him to begin the 
Battle again with him. Indignation ſeized my Sifter- 
in-law ; the thought her Huſband had ſatisfied all the 
Laws of Honour; Ah; cried out ſhe, addrefling her- 
ſelf to the Servants in our Train, will you ſuffer them 
to aſſaſſinate your Maſter twice ? ' his fatal Order 
produced a terrible Effet. Our Servants, who were 


ten in Number, from a Deſire my Brother had, thut 


his Wife ſhould appear in ſome Splendour at St. Ger- 
main, were ihnen, whom we had brought over 
with us, or bad hired in France, They were the 
more animated; for that at the very Moment they ad- 
vanced to drive away the Enemies of Patrick, they 
ſaw him receive a ſlight Wound, from whence the 
Biood ſprang out. "Then not giving any further Heed 
to the Commands of the Count or mine, they threw 
themſelves upon the three Spaniards, who only pro- 
voked them the more by making a Defence ; and by 
the Odds they had of being on Horſeback, and armed 
with Piſtols, they in a Moment ſtretched them on the 
Duſt. 

The Guard took to Flight. Our only Happineſs in 
ſuch a frightful Diſaſter was, that not being known, 
we might hope to get into a Place of Security, by 
marching off as ſpeedily as he. The Place we were 
in, being a croſs Road, favoured yet more this Hope. 
After ſome cnny Reproaches, which we all four 
laid on our cruel /r;/>men, I recommended to them 
above all Things Silence, as a Precaution full as im- 

ortant to their Security as ours, and to conceal the 
2 ſuch a horrible Adventure we drove through 
ſeveral Turnings and Windings to St. Germain. 


De End of the Eleventh Book. 
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BOOK XII. 


HU $S the Demonſtrations of Joy and Grati- 

tude, which we were carrying to the King 
for his Favours, were converted into Grief for our 
Misfortunes, and into urgent Supplications to obtain 
Pardon for our Servants, having firſt made a private 
Confeſſion to his Majeſty of their barbarous Zeal. 
He rejoiced to find that we flattered ourſelves in not 
being known by the Guard ; but as he had an Inte- 
reſt in giving no Cauſe of Complaint to the Court of 
Spain, be immediately took a es which we 
were far from expecting. You ſhall go for Ireland, 
ſaid he to Patrick and me; this is the only Way I have 
to hope, that you may not be ſoon diſcovered from 
the Marks given of you by the Guard, who muſt 
have had at leaſt the Time of obſerving you. I did 
not propoſe, added he, to make you ſo ſoon undertake 
this Voyage, though I have already prepared you for 
it by ſome Overtures, which have made you compre- 
hend a Part of my Views; but the preſent Occaſion 
determines my Reſolution. He proceeded to tell us 
in what Particulars*he thought us fit for his Service. 
My Brother having never carried Arms againſt King 
Wi/kam, and the Perplexity, from whence he was 
delivered at Dublin, making him fully hope that he 
wo ild be bat little ſuſpected there, after the full Proofs 
he had given of his Innocence, the King's Intentions 
were, that he ſhould paſs ſome Months in Dablin, and 
ſhould conduct himſelf without ſhewing any open Af- 
feclion to his Party. He would neither make him 
a Spy nor a Conſpirator : But in the new Meaſures he 
had taken for the follow ing Campaign, too confident- 


ly 
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ly. flattering himſelf with Succeſs, he thought to eſta- 
bliſh at Dublin a Head over his faithful Subjects, who 
might unite them of a ſudden in that City, when the 
Advantages he promiſed himſelf by his Arms ſhould 
inſpire them with Courage to declare for him openly. 
He was- ſure of having a great Number of Partizans, 
whoſe Zeal waited only to be animated by ſome 
lucky Event, and in a Town, whoſe Example, would 
become as it were a Law for the whole Kingdom, he 
wanted a Man, whoſe Merit and Birth would be ca- 
pable of making an Impreſſion on their Minds. As 
to me; he hoped to draw the ſame Advantages from 
my Zeal in the Provinces. The Quality of Biſhop, 
added to the Weight of my Name, gave him Room 
to believe, that I ſhould eafily gain the Confidence of 
the People, and that upon the leaſt Appearance of 
Succeſs to his Arms, I ſhould readily raiſe in his Fa- 
vour all thoſe whom I ſhould have already gained to 
his Intereſt by my Exhortations He ordered me to 
haſten the Ceremony of my Conſecration, and preſſing 
Patrick yet further to prepare for his Departure, he ad- 
viſed him not to put off till the Morrow what might 
be executed the ſame Day. 

To the Commiſhon, with which he charged us, he 
added a Power to take up the Treaſure of my Lord 
Linch, and granted us Liberty to apply for his Ser- 
vice ſuch Sums in Specie, of which I had given him 
an Account frou the Memorandum intruſted to me. 
His Cares extended to my Lady. Having congratu- 
lated her upon the Concluſion of her Marriage, he 
exhorted her to uſe the Credit ſhe had in the County of 
Antrim to reclaim that important Part of the Realm to 
his Obedience, and by the Reputation her Charms 
would give her in Dablia to ſecond the Zeal of her 
Huſband in that City. He engaged his Royal Word, 
that to recompenſe ſo great a Service, he would make 
her firſt Lady of Honour to the Queen after his Re- 
oration, and that he would confirm my Brother in 
his two Poſts, of which he confeſſed the firſt was but 
an empty Title at St. Germain. As to the ſecond, it 

| being 
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being properly in our Iſlands that the Importance of 
it conſiſted, he inveſted him with all the Power pro- 
per to facilitate the Execution of it. 

Patrick and his Wife found nothing uneaſy in theſe 
Diſpoſitions, how reinote ſo ever they were from their 
Expectations. If the Motives of Obedience and Zeal 
had not been ſufficient to prevail on them to embrace 
thoſe Commands with Joy, their private Affairs, re- 
quiring for ſome Time their Preſence in Ireland, they 
could not defire a more glorious Opportunity to take 
Care of their own Concerns, than > ſatisfying their 
Duty. They readily accepted the Offer, without Ex- 
cuſes or Delay. My Siſter-in-law, alarmed at the Re- 
flexion the King had made upon our Adventure, was 
the hiſt to with that he would take the Road to 
Dizppe the Night following. They repoſed on me the 
Care of ſetting their Affairs in order in France, and 
to tranſport their Goods when I ſhould leave it to re- 
joia them. 

The Excuſes of Tenermill, which I had not forgot 
to make to the King, were received by that Prince 
with Goodneſs enough ; but they produced nothin 
elſe, that could make me diſcover what Degree o 
Favour he retained in his Mind. He ewes more 
Regard for the Count De 8 „and ſpeaking to 
him of his Wife, as a Woman whoſe Merit he had 
known a long Time, he gave him to underſtand, that 
he had prepared for her Diſtinctions and Graces when 
ever ſhe ſhould appear at Court. A Witneſs to fo 
many Favours would judge, that nothing was want- 
ing to the Fortune of our Family ; but I thought I- 
had a Glimpſe, that in this Profuſion of Benefits Tener- 
7:41! was neglected. a | 

He made this Judgment of it himſelf, when paſling 
through Paris with the Count, I informed him of the 
hay Diab of his Brother, and the Commiſhon 
the King had charged him with. 'This Preference of 
his Brother to an Employment of ſuch Importance, 
and the Coldneſs with which the King anſwered me 
en his Account, which. I could not conceal from ah 
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made him carry his Suſpicions much further than J 


did. See the Price of my Services, ſaid he with a 


Reſentment, of which the half lay yet diſguiſed in 
his Heart ; he puniſhes me with Hopes, which he 
770 me Room to conceive, and with Promiſes, which 

e has not thought ſeaſonable to fulfill. I was igno- 
rant that he had talked in the ſame Manner in a 


' thouſand Places of Paris, and that ſome Part of it had 


been carried to the King. The Anſwers, with which 
J laboured to conſole him, were drawn from the fa- 
vourable Intentions of that Prince, who would reſerve 
for him without Doubt to another Time what the 
Circumſtances of Aﬀairs would not yet permit him 
to grant. Can he complain, replied Tenermill bold- 
ly, that Opportunities have failed him, when he has 
of his own Accord torn two of them from me? Ex- 

reſſions ſo plain gave me too well to underſtand, that 
he had not e prin the Marriage of Patrick with 
an Eye as undiſturbed as I fancied, and that he was 
not more conſoled in having miſſed the Opportunity 
of marrying Donna Figuerrez, whom he looked upon 
at leaſt as a Reſource. But what he added, made 
me judge, that the Sort of Forgetfulneſs with which 
he thought himſelf overlooked, whilſt the King em- 


ployed his Brother with ſo much Confidence, had fi- 


niſhed the piercing him to the Heart. I did not ex- 
peR, ſaid he, any other Explanation to declare to me 
my Diſgrace, and I will take Care how I appear at 
St. Germain to meet with a Repetition of it. 

All the Reaſons, by which I endeavoured to make 
him take up other Notions of the King's Goodneſs, not 
having had the Power to reclaim him, I conjured him 
to give me Time at leaſt to dive into his proper 
Situation, and I offered him to employ to that Pur- 
poſe, all the Ways he ſhould himſelf judge ſeaſonable 
to preſcribe me. But his Indignation ſeeming to re- 
double at this Propoſal ;- I? ſaid he, Shall f by a 
ſnameful Reſtleſneſs and ſervile Excuſes go and juſti- 
fy a Treatment that I naver deſerved ? This is a Scan- 
dal I never will expoſe myſelf to. His Pride thus 

Com- 
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combating his Ambition, he ſeemed more to be pitied 
than he ever had been under the latter of (theſe Paſli- 
ons; but I hoped much better from -thence*+for* the 
"Time to come; becauſe the natural Effect of this Op- 
pofition mult be to moderate them bot. 
Nevertheleſs, not doubting but that with thofe Sen- 
timents he would ſoon fall under Diſgrace with the 
King, if he had not done ſo already, as he fancied, I 
had the Curioſity to aſk him, by what other Views he 
hoped to ſupply the .Loſs of his Fortune ? By the 
Contempt of every Thing that bears that Name, ſaid 
he with a gloomy Air ; and a Scheme of Life, by 
which I know how to render myſelf independent of 
the Court, Not being able to get out of him any 
other Explanation, I learned at the Count's Houſe, 
that during the few Days we had paſſed at Saiſons, 
he had gamed with ſo much good Succeſs, that at three 
Sittings he had won four hundred thouſand Livres at 
Baſſet. They added, that with great Prudence he had 
immediately placed it out at Intereſt, from thence to 
raiſe himſelf a Revence, as a Proof againſt all Chances. 
If J lamented him for having tried thoſe Ways of For- 
tune ſo unworthy of him, I commended the Uſe he 
had made of the Favour of his good Luck. But I 
avoided ſpeaking to him of it, and far from believin 
him ſo ſowered againſt the Court as he had affect 
to appear, I did not at all doubt but that he would 
ſoon avail himſelf through the Advantages of Gaming 
to eſtabliſh himſelf by an advantageous Marriage, 
which would give a new Birth to all his Ambition. 
"Theſe alſo were the Thoughts of the Count De 
8 , to whom he did not diſcover his good For- 
tune any more than he had done to me. Inthe mean 
Time, as if the Departure of bis Brother, and the 
near Approach of mine had been the Time he wait- 
ed for to execute his Reſolutions, he went to return 
'Thanks to the King the Day following, and to ſur- 
render to him his Penſion and Regiment. 
I was not informed of this ſtrange Step but by the 
King himſelf, when, being conſecrated in a mon 
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Chapel without Noiſe, I returned to St. Germain to 
receive his Majeſty's laſt Orders before my Depar- 
ture. Far from expecting ſuch bad News, I thought 
of nothing but diſcovering, whether the Sentiments of 
that Prince were ſo cold towards Tenermill, as I be- 
gan to fear; and I had prepared in my Diſcourſe 
every Thing that I thought neceſſary to revive them, 
But if it were true, that the King had been ſo offend- 
ed at his Complaints, as to diminiſh any Thing of the 
Affection with which he had honoured him, he had 
been much more ſenſibly moved, that an Officer of 
his Merit had forſaken his Service, at a Time when 
ſuch Sort of Loſſes were not eaſy to repair. With- 
out ſtooping ſo as to let him perceive he was ſenſi- 
ble of the Offence, he conducted himſelf in ſuch a 


Manner as ſtill to retain Hopes of gaining him over 


again, 'by accepting only the Half of what he came 
to ſurrender ; and colouring with a good deal of Ad- 
dreſs and Goodneſs the laying down of his Regiment, 
which ſurprized every Body in a Man of his Age; 
Although your Infirmities, ſaid the King, will not tuf- 
fer you any longer to ſerve me, it would be unjuſt 
that your paſt Services ſhould remain unrewarded ; I 
leave you your Penſion. Tenermill, notwithſtanding 
all bis Reſentment, which would have carried him 
28 to have refuſed this Favour, durſt not violate 
o far the Reſpect he owed his Maſter, and, confound- 
ed at a Favour ſo little expected, he was obliged 
to ſhew bis Gratitude by returning his Majeſty 
Thanks, | | 

The King having given-me this Account, carried 
the Confidence, with which he honoured me, ſo far 
as to afk me familiarly, if I found any Juſtice in the 
Complaints df my Brother. I was too much over- 
whelmed with the Favours he had heaped on my 
whole Family, not to acknowledge all the Wrong Te- 
zermill had done himſelf by an Exceſs of Pride; 
nevertheleſs, as much as it was poſſible to juſtify him 
from the mortal Grief he felt in the Loſs of ſo great 
Hopes, and by a Panegyrick on the Grandeur o — 
| our 


The Dean of CoLERaine. 223 


Soul and his Integrity, I laboured to make him ap- 
pear leſs culpable.- To give over Meaſure to ſo much 
Goodneſs, the King gave it me in Charge to brin 
down this fiery Spirit by all the Ways I could find 
frogythe Knowledge I had of his Character. It is 
not, added he, within the Compaſs of a Day that I 
expect you to bring about this Change. -Go you for 
Ireland; your Services and thoſe of your other Bro- 
ther will help me with a Pretext to awaken him to 
his Duty by new Favours. : 
Such powerful Motives made a livgly Impreſſion 
on my Heart. I returned to Paris, and paſſed there 
a few Days more than I intended, with a Deſign to 
begin 4 my Departure to caſt into the Mind of 
Tener mill the firſt Seeds of Repentance, to which I 
did not deſpair of engaging him, I found him 
employed in preparing Furniture and every Thing 
elſe that might help to make a Houſe commodious 
and pleaſant, Having quitted the Service, and his 
Fortune being een ly augmented, it was natu- 
ral for him to think of re taking his Houſe, and en- 
deavouring to make it agreeable. I did not carry my 
Views further. I was informed that he propoſed alſo 
to embelliſh our little Houſe at Saiſon by a Number 
of Ornaments. The Reliſh for Gardens and Build- 
ings makes the common Amuſement of a rich and 
retired Man. I found nothing very unexpected in 
his Deſign, and on the contrary I commended him 
for turning his Inclinations towards ſuch innocent 
and plain Gbjefts, But I did not hear without Amaze- 
ment that Donna Figuerrez ſeemed to preſide for the 
moſt Part over thoſe Inclinations. It was added, that 
taking Advantage of the Abſence of the Count and 
Counteſs of $ „ ſhe had oftentimes viſited Te- 
nermill even in his Apartment, that The had ſupped 
there alone with him; that their Entertainments al- 
ways laſted very far in the Night; that ſhe haps up 
with him an Air of Familiarity, which preſumed the 
moſt intimate Acquaintance ; in fine, that their Inte- 
relts appeared to be ſo united, that they ſeemed 2 
pu 


_ . a _ D 2 2 2 - > - 
— ——ͤ ry — = - wm. 
— — — be 


— * 
_— 


— 
— 
— 
— — - 


— <> \ — 
— * — =_ o 
— Ez —— —— — —_— — 


— 


- — 


— 2 a 


- = 
* 3 3 
— — . 


* _ * 
— — _— — ———E— — 4 
a = 
. 
— — b — - — > — 
— „4 ——ů gt 
— — — 2 — e & - 2 


—_ ii. 
_ 


224 "The Dean of Col ERA IxE. 


put no Difference between what was his or hers. 
Donna Figuerrez though far from being ſo rich as ſhe 


would one Day be by the Inheritance of her Uncle, 
enjoyed nevertheleſs an Eſtate conſiderable enough. 


She had noble Inclinations, and a liberal Humour. 
Tenermill being in that Particular not inferior to any 
Body, all the Projects they formed in Concert taſted 
of thoſe two predominant Qualities. 

But the principal Humour of Eſtabliſhment that they 
intended had eſcaped the Eyes of thoſe who gave me 
this Notice. I did not penetrate it myſelf, or rather, 
my Sufpicions not turning on that Side, I did not 
ſeek to diſcover it. But in ſounding Tenermill, I 
found him ſo ſtrengthened in the Deſign of renouncing 
the Court, that I had no Hopes of making him eafily 
enter into the King's Intentions. He told me himſelf, 


that he was clogged with the Penſion the King had 
forced him to keep, and that he confidered it as the 


Remains of a Servitude, from which he grieved not 
to be entirely ſet free, If I had any Hopes left, it 


' Proceeded only from the main Bottom of his Chara- 
fer, which I did not think more eaſy to reform in 


an ambitious Man, than in a Slave to every other Paſ- 
ſion: And 1 flattered myſelf, that if his Ambition 
could be brought to ſpring up anew, the Advantage 
of his Vexations would be to reduce it within juſt 
Bounds, in making him retrench what he had vicious 


in his Exceſſes. 


My Departure was forwarded ſome Days by the 
Noiſe of Inquiries being made in the Courts of Law, 
who had taken Cognizance of our unhappy Rencoun- 
ter. Although nothing had been made out by Infor- 
mations, and that the Abſence of Patrick, who they 
might have believed had gone for Leland the Day he 
quitted Paris for the Celebration of his Marriage, 
helped further to baniſh Suſpicions, yet my Figure 
was ſo remarkable, that I ran the Riſque every Mo- 


ment to be known by the Guard. I even excuſed 


= from returning to Saifons, and taking Leave 
of the Count by Letter, I recommended” to * to 
| eep 
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keep ſome Weeks from appearing in Paris to give 
Time to this Storm to ſettle entirely. I made a pro- 
ſperous Journey. All Hoſtilities having ceaſed during 
the Winter, I found my Paſſige open to Dublin. An 
antient Friend to our Houſe, to whom I addreſſed my- 
ſelf on my Arrival, ſnewed me a Letter from Pazrick, 
who by a prudent Conduct thought proper to go firſt 
to the County of Antrim before he appeared in the 
Capital. He had writ to him from his Manſion- 
Houſe, that, as if diſcouraged by the Fatigue of his 
Journeys, he had at length choſe to fix himſelf in his 
own Country, and to make Dublin his conſtant Place 
of Reſidence. He requeited him to provide a Houſe 
for him, ſuch as would anſwer the Deſign he had of 
appearing there in ſome Splendor; and telling him 
the Day he intended tc come, he prayed him to in- 
form himſelf of all Perſons who had any Acquain- 
tance with our Family. 

his generous Friend was named Staberton. Being 
as faithful to the King as to Friendſhip, it was not 
Patrick's Buſineſs to conceal from him the Secret of 
his Commiſſion : On the contrary, he made Uſe of 
him as an Iuſtrument to ſpread abroad Reports, which 
might make the Government countenance him, by 
ſceing him appear freely without Diffidence or Suſ- 
picion. I had much fewer Precautions to obſerve ; 
becauſe not propoſing to ſee indifferently all my Ac- 
quaintance. the Obicurity in which I was deſirous 
of executing the King's Orders, might keep me better 
concealed than my Brother. Beſides, my Deſign was 
to ſtay but little in one Place. I thought lefs of win- 
ning over Partizans for the Kinz, than in making 
ſure thoſe who were faithful to him, and confirming 
them in their Loyalty. I mu run over all the Coun- 
ties of Ireland, take from one Town to another the 
Names of every zealous Jacobite, to whom I could 
open myſelf with Confidence, and keep an exact Ac- 
count of every one, whoſe Service was to be depen- 
ded upon as Occafion offered. In looking thus more 
na rowly into my Engagements, I found, tha & Reli- 
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gion had a leſs Share in my Labours, than I had fan- 


- cied ; but my making myſelf uſeful in the Reſtoration 


of the King, was be Religion indirectly. 

I reſolved nevertheleſs to depend upon the Arrival 
of Patrick, for regulating my Arlt Enterprizes in Con- 
cert with him. It was during this Interval that 
thinking before-hand of the Means to put ourſelves 
into Poſſeſſion of my Lord Linch's Treaſure, Chance 
threw in my Way in the Houſe where I lodged one 
of his old Servants, who remembered to have ſeen 
me at his Caſtle. Although he had not heen entruſt- 
ed by him ſo far as to know the Spot n the Wood 
where the Treaſure was concealed, he was not igno- 
rant nevertheleſs, that my Lord was the Truſtee of a 


vaſt deal of Wealth, and the Opinion of People of 


his Sort always enlarging Facts of this Nature, he fan- 
cied with the reſt of the Servants, that all the Gold 
and Silver in the Kingdom was in the Poſſeſſion of 
their Maſter. I was very cautious of diſcovering my- 
ſelf to him in the Abſence of my Brother ; but think- 
ing this Man uſeful to our Views, by the Knowledge 
he had of Linch's Caſtle and the Places about it, I 

ained him over by ſome Liberalities that fixed him 
in my Intereſt. Having afterwards had a full Trial 
of him to build ſomething upon his Services, it came 
into my Mind to employ with him the Time that Pa- 
trick's Delay gave me to viſit Linch's Wood, to re- 


freſh the confuſed Notions I yet had of his Cave. I 


took Care nevertheleſs not to give him the leaſt Hint 
of our Pretences or Deſigns ; and in the Viſit I pro- 
poſed, I only intended to make Uſe of my own 
Eyes, without giving him even the Opportunity of re- 
marking upon what Places I fixed my Looks. 4 

We began our Journey together, under the ſimple 
Pretence of ſeeing once more a Caſtle, where 1 had 
loſt a Friend, whoſe Memory was very dear to me. 
Having no Reaſon to conceal my Route, I made an 
Amuſement of this Journey, and did not ſtop to ob- 


ſerve by whom I was followed ; which nevertheleſs 


I was by ſome Spies of the Government, Neither 
4 the 
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the Precautions I had taken, nor the Reaſons we had 
of — nothing from the Jealouſies of the Viceroy 


prevented me on my Arrival at Dublin from being 
ſuſpected. He had appointed two Men to follow me 
from Place to Place, who never once loſt the Track 
of me, and had taken the Reſolution of travelling at 
my Heels, when they ſaw me get on Horſeback to 
leave Dublin. I had no Miſtruſt of this Convoy, 
and I arrived at Linch's Caſtle without obſerving 
them, 

The Care I took of lodging in an Inn apart from 
the Highway, and of avoiding to meet any Inhabi- 
tants of the 'Town, having increaſed the Suſpicion of 
my Guards, they did not loſe Sight of mea Moment; 
inſomuch that riſing one Morning very early, with a 
View of making a Viſit alone to the Wood, and of 
concealing myſelf even from the Man whom I had 
brought with me, I was nevertheleſs under their In- 
ſpection without knowing it. The Confidence I had 
of having no Witneſſes, made me leſs cautious than I 
had propoſed, I not only knew the Places I had vi- 
ſited with my Lord Linch, but removing the Earth 
that covered the Deſcent to the Cave, 5 went down 
a? far as the Stone that ſerved as a Door to the En- 
trance, and I endeavoured to lift it with all my Strength ; 
which not being enough for the Purpoſe, I began to 
ſettle every Thing in the ſame Condition I found it; 
when my two Spies who took a high Conceit of my 
A:tempt, and without Doubt feared, that they ſhould 
not eaſily find again what took ſo much Pains to co- 
ver, advanced to me with a Cry that ſtruck ſome Ter- 
ror into me. Without giving me Time to return from 
thence, they ſhewed me the Viceroy's Order for watch- 
ing me, and putting all their Strength to lift up the 
Stone, they went down into the Cave, notwithſtanding 
the Darkneſs, which was capable of checking the Ea- 
gerneſs of People leſs greedy. | 3 

In my firſt Conſternation I thought of nothing but 
lifting up my Eyes and Hands to the Almighty, and 
putting under his Protection againſt the „* 
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of the wicked a Maſs of conſecrated Wealth, tha: 
ought not to be employed but in his Service. But 
when a Moment's Reflexion had given me Time to 
conſider of ſome Means to prevent the Pillage, which 
immediately expected, the Sight of the Stone which 
was ſet upon an Edge near the Mouch of the Cave, 


and the turning over whereof was enough to ſhut up 


the Entrance entirely, inſpired me with a Deſign of 
employing ſuch an innocent Artifice againſt Force, 
The Warmth that animated me increaſed my natural 
Strength. I revenged Heaven with more Cruelty than 
I intended. My two Enemies continued buried in the 
Cave, and abſolutely to take away any Poſſibility of 
their getting out, before | had confidered of ſome 
Way to ſave the "Treaſure out of their Clutches, I co- 
vered the Stone not only with the Earth I had before 
removed from thence, but with every Thing I found 
near me proper to encreaſe the Weight. The De- 
ſcent into the Cave being too narrow to admit of a 
Paſſage for two at once, I was ſatisfied that the Ef- 
forts of one alone would never be ſufficient to diſen- 
gage them. : | 

My firit Thoughts nevertheleſs were not to leave 
them there long enough to die for Want of Food. 
] immediately returned to Dublin, with a Reſolution 
of diicovering myſelf to ſome of our moſt trulty 
Friends. It did not ſeem impoſſible with their Aſſiſ- 
tance to ſecure the two Spies till the Arrival of Pa- 
trick, and even to convey all the Riches out of the 
Cave into ſome Place where Avarice could have no 
Acceſs to it. Seton, whom I firſt informed of 
my Adventure, immediately gave Notice of it to four 
of his beſt Friends, for whoſe Zeal and Fidelity he 
engaged. I came to Dullin with ſo much Expedi- 
tion, that I made my Journey in one Day, and I took 
up no longer Time on my Return. A Body of eight 
or ten Gentlemen, tho' ſeparated in many Parties, be- 
ing capable of giving ſome Alarm in my Lord Linch's 
Territories, we took Care to arrive there at Night, 
and without ſtopping at the Inn whete I alighted be- 


fore, 
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fore, and we went directly to the Wood, in which the 
Treaſure was concealed. 

Among many Precautions I took that of providing 
every Thing to aſſiſt us in the Dark. The Uneaſineſs 
1 was under for the Life of my two Spies made me 
haſten Staberton to lift up the Stone that covered the 
Cave. I had but a bad Omen of their Safety, when 
they did not appear at the Entrance, We found them 
indeed motionleſs at the Bottom of the Cave, and all 
our Endeayours were uſcleſs to bring them back to 
Life. My Heart was pierced with Grief, and not- 
withſtanding the Integrity of my Iatentions, I thought 
myſelt guilty 71 of their Death to ſuſpend for 
{ome I ime all the Functions of my Miniſtry. Never- 
theleſs my Aſſociates found nothing but a Subject for 
joy in this unforturate Event, and confeſſing that up- 
on my Recital their Deſign had been to rid themſelves 
of theſe miſerable Writches, they thanked Heaven for 
having ſpared them a Violence, which they had thoughe 
neceſlary for their Safety. 

The Death of the only two Witneſſes, from whom we 
had Reaſon to fear T'reachery, gave us more Time and 
Liberty than I durſt have hoped for to remove a great 
many large Caſkets, which had been difficult to carry 
away without Carrs. Staberton was of Opinion we 
ſhould turn over that Care to Times lefs dangerous. 
But the meeting of ſo many honeſt Gentlemen ſeemed 
to me to be an Opportunity difficult to recover. I 
propoſed to diſperſe ourſelves about the neighbouring 
Villages, from whence we might eaſily meet at the 
Wood every Night. Each of us ſucceſſively might 
take the Charge of hiring one Carr in the Village 
where he was retired to, and to bring it in the Morn- 
ing at ſome Diſtance from the Wood. We might 
draw the Caſkets out of the Cave without other Aid 
than our own Hands, and carry them to each Carr, 
and perſuade the Carman they came from the neigh- 
bourgy Caſtle. Two Gentlemen were ſufficient to 
condutt them alſo one after another to Places of Secu- 
rity. My Friends came into my Opinion, that they 

Vor. III. *; ſhould 
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ſhould be depofited in different Houſes, and in theſe 
Times, when Zeal had ſtrictly united the King's faith- 
ful Subjects together, it would not be difficult to find 
inviolable Privacies for what was intended for his Ser- 
Vice. 

This Scheme ſucceeded fo luckily, that without 
meeting the leaſt Obſtacle during eight Days, I was 


at length Maſter of all the Riches of the Cave. ' The 


Sums in Specie, which the King had commiſſioned 
us to employ in the Execution of his Orders, were 


. tranſported to Dublin. Staberton, who had already 


rovided a Houſe for Patrick, depoſited them there 
Himſelf in a Cloſet, of which he kept the Key. I 
obſerved to him that after my Misfortune of falling 
under the Miſtruſt of the Viceroy, there was no Doubt 
but Patrick was watched in his Turn. He came into 
my Opinion; but nevertheleſs, the Reſolution my 
Brother in Appearance had taken of ſettling in 1r-/and, 
beſides his having all his Eftate there, the little Noiſe 
He had made at the Court of St. Germain, notwith- 
{landing all the Favours the King had heaped on him, 


becauſe having been ſecretly enough ſent to Spain, 


during all the Time he had not been employed on his 
Private Affairs, he had ſcarce appeared four Times in 
the Preſence of that Prince; in fine, the Sweetneſs and 
Agreeableneſs of his Humour, which might make bim 
be thought cut out rather for Pleaſures than toilſome 
Enterprizes ; all theſe Reaſons, that had been already 
weighed in France by the King and Patrick himſelf, 
made us hope that he would be leſs ſubject to Suſpi- 
cion than J. In Reality, arriving a few Days after, 
he waited on the Viceroy, and all other Perſons of 
Rank in Dublin with ſo free an Air, that they there 
Þoked on his Return as the Effect of a prudent Reſolu- 
tion, which made him prefer the Enjoyment of his 
Eſtate in his own Country, to the barren Honour of 
ſerving a dethroned King. The Splendor with which 
he furniſhed and adorned his Houſe made them further 


Juige, that he had no politick Deſigns in View; be- 


cauſe the Application they ſaw him make of his 
R WMaealch 
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Wealth this Way did not leave them Room to ſuppoſe 
he had much remaining for other Uſes, SY! 
It is not my wage) to enter into a Detail of the 


Services he did the King during the reſt of the Win- 
ter, and to the End of the following . Ha- 
ving ſpent ſome Days in regulating with him ſuch 
Parts of our Enterprize, as were in common between 
us, I thought of nothing but ſtealing as privately out 
of Dublin, as I had hved there fince the Removal of 
the Treaſure ; and I had the Precaution, in order to 
leave nothing to Chanee, to take with me my Lord 
Lynch's Servant, whoſe Indiſcretion I feared during my 
Abſence. We made the Tour of one Part of Ireland, 
and had the Satisfaction of finding there an infinite 
Number of loyal Subjects, who panted after the King's 
Reſtoration. My Employment in every Town, and 
even in the meaneſt Villages, when I applied to any 
one whoſe Mind and Behaviour inſpired me with Con- 
tdence, was not only to inform myſelf what Aſſiſtance 
was to be expected from the Place, in the Cauſe we 
had to defend, but to take down in Writing under fi- 
ctitious Names, in Aid of my Curioſity, and the 
Weakneſs of my Memory, the Age, Qualities, De- 
gree of Zeal, and the Names of the principal Inha- 
hitants, whoſe Fidelity I had gained Aſſurance of. I 
did not heſitate to aſſemble them together, when I 
thought I could do it without Danger. I laid before 
them the King's Hopes, and the Advantage they might 
be to his Service. I made no Diſtinction in my Ex- 
hortatiofis between the Intereſts of the Catholick Re- 
livion, and that of the Prince, who was the Defender 
of it. My Zeal did not draw upon me, any miſchie- 
vous Incidents, and theſe who recommended me to 
their Correſpondents from Town to Town, were not 
deceived in the Opinion they had of their Fidelity. 
Nevertheleſs, a Miſtake, with which I can reproach 
no Body, expoſed me to a-more dangerous Accident, 
than I had to fear in the Execution of my whole Com- 
nNuſſion. 
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J left 7 in order to go to / charged 
with many Letters of Credence to procure me in that 
Capital of the Province of the ſame Security 
and Reception I had met with in the precedent Places: 
Such of my Letters, as I thought neceſſary to make 
Uſe of, being addreſſed to a Catholick Merchant of 
the. Town, whoſe Riches and Credit were celebrated 
through the whole Province, I ſhewed to the firſt Per- 
ſon I met, in Order that he might direct me the Way 
to Mr. Filtely's, which was the Merchant's Name; 
but there was in that Town a Councellor of the ſame 
Name, as oppoſite to the King's Intereſt, as to the 
Catholick Religion, as the other was attached to both; 
.a Man, moreover, extremely hurried away by his 
-Opinions, and capable of the greateſt Exceſs, to make 
the beſt of his Principles. Heaven, who was pleaſed 
to raiſe ſuch Opportunities for my labouring in its 
Glory, as I did not conceive conformable enough to 
my Zeal, permitted my Guide to conduct me to Filie 
ly the Confer, inſtead of Filiely the Merchant. Ha- 
ving no Suſpicion, I preſented my Letter to him, 
who, far from informing me of the Miſtake after he 
had read it, pretended to treat nie with all the Reſpect 
and Friendſhip, that I had been accuſtomed to re- 
ce ive from the Catholicks, But he had ſcarce ſhewed 
me the Way into an Apartment, which he preſſed me 
to enter, to recover myſelf from the Fatigue of my 
journey, than, not being longer able to moderate his 
Hatred againſt an Emiſſary of the Church of Rome 
and St, Germain, he declared to me, that I was fallen 
into the Hands of my Enemies, and that inſtead of a 
good Reception, I had nothing to expect but Puniſh- 
ment. But this ſhall not be, added he, till you have 
anade a Conſeſſion of your Deſigns, which without 
Doubt are intended bath againſt my Religion and 


Country, He did not give me Time to get out of 


my Amazement to anſwer him. Having locked the 
Door on me with great Care, and leaving me under 
the Guard of his Servants, he went Abroad himſelf in 
Order to prepare to have me carried before a Magi- 

» 4 {trate. 
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ſtrate, Whatever Obſcurity appeared to me to be in 
this Event, I could no longer doubt but I was betray- 
cd. The important Memoradums I had about me 
were the Subjects of my firſt Fears. Notwithſtanding 
the Pains I had taken to diſguiſe the Names, a hun- . 
dred Methods might be found out to diſcover them, 
by the Facility they had of going after me on the 
Trac, and comparing from Town to Town the Cir- 
cumſtances of Times and Places with my Obſerva- 
tions. The Danger of my Life alarming me much 
leſs than this Thought, I reſolved to take Advantage 
of all Sorts of Riſques in that Moment of my being 
alone, and of the Liberty he left me of ſecuring ſo 
many precious Intereſts. I had luckily about me the 
moſt important of my Papers. I had reſolved to 
ſwallow them in Bits, when caſting my Eyes round 
on every Side of the Chamber, I difcovered a private 
Door, which did not ſeem thick enough to reſiſt my 
Eforts. I opened it as eaſily as I hoped ; but findin 
only a Ladder faſtened at the Foot, I was afraid © 
rendering my Flight more difficult by mounting to the 
Summit of the Houſe, which was the only Way it 
led to; but as no other Remedy offered I followed 
this feeble Ray of Hope. . 

The Ladder led me indeed to the Roof of the Houſe, 
where the Difficulty of eſcaping ſeemed much to in- 
creaſe. But Or appearing to me ſo terrible as to 
return back, I abandoned the Care of my Life to Pro- 
vidence, and expoſed myſelf to the Danger of falling 
a thouſand Times from fo high a Place, 5 deſiring to 
get to the neighbouring Houſe by the Communication 
of Roofs. A Reſolution fo hardy baniſhing from me 
all Fear, which might have ſtaggered me by looking 
long on the Danger, I not only gained the neighbour- 
ing Roof, but, becoming raſh by my Succeſs, I ven- 
tared to go further, thinking only that I could not 
get far enough from the Counſellor's Houſe. It was. 
Heaven itſelf that inſpired me, as it was Heaven that 
without Doubt watched over the Preſervation of my 
Life in ſo ſtrange an * I got alſo by a wr 
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I never could be ſuſpected to have choſen, upon the 


third Roof, from whence the Deſcent ſeemed fo eaſy 
to a Garret Window, that I did not ſcruple to ſtop at 
this Point. I. got without Difficulty into the Garret, 
and finding no Body in it, I immediately thanked 
Heaven for having afforded me ſo viſible a Protec- 
ion. 

Having rejoiced nevertheleſs for eſcaping ſo many 
Dangers, I did not know whether I ought not to 


tremble yet at thoſe that were to come. The Garret 


Door was open, and I could not in the leaſt heſitate 
in following the Stairs that led me down, But where 
would they lead me, and into what Hands was I go- 
ing to fall? I went down by Chance, and had ſcarce 
taken four Steps, when I met a Woman diſſolved in 
"Tears, and ſo filled wich the Subject of her Grief, 
that without appearing to be ſtruck at my Sight, ſhe 
went into a Room at the Foot of the Stairs. Diſtrac- 
ted and affficted as ſhe was, I thought her from that 
Cauſe more proper to receive me without Diſtruſt or 
Fear. 1 appeared before the Door, and ſeeing her all 
in Tears, | turned my Words in a Manner capable of 
moving her in my Favour, by the Reſemblance 
that my Misfortunes bore to her. 

She began to look on me more attentively, and her 
Tears ſeemed to ſtop by the Impreſſion my Preſence 
made on her, when a boden Noiſe giving her freſh 
Alarms, ſhe left me without ſpeaking one Word, and 
without ſeeming every embarraſſed at my ſtaying in 


the Chamber after her. I made no Haſte to follow her, 


but reflecting on ſo whimfical an Adventure, J caſt 
my Eyes upon ſome Letters which Jay ſcattered upon 
a Table, and was ſurprized beyond all Expreſſion, 
to find them in the Hand-writing of my Lord Tezer- 
mill, 

What Enchantment ! ſaid I to myſelf, and who will 


. aid me to comprehend an Adventure ſo extraordinary ? 


1 did not think myſelf bound by the ordinary Duties 
of good Manners and Diſcretion, in Circumſtances of 


this Nature, and eſpecially in regard to * . 
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a [aid hold of ſome of them, which I read ofer hafti- 
„ ly, and my Altoniſhment much increaſed in finding 
t them all to be Letters of Love ; they were without 
Direction and without Date. Whatever Difficulty I 
d might find in this Myſtery, I loſt balf my Fears as to 


my own Security, and I thought my Danger at an End 
in a Houſe, where my Brother was known, My 


y Boldneſs increaſed even ſo far as to make me find no 

0 Difficulty in looking after the Lady who had juſt 

et eſcaped me. Whether Love had a Part in her Tears, 

te or whether they proceeded from ſome more violent 

* Paſſion, I fancied ſne would find a Pleaſure in know- 

* ing me, and explaining to me the Cauſe of her 

ce Troubles. | 

in Building upon this Notion, I went down to the firſt 

f, Door I found open, and did not ſcruple to go in: 

Ex The Sight of me could not itrike fo ſharply the Per- | 
c- ſon who looked on me, as I was moved in knowing * 
at Angleſey ; and the furious Air, in which I ſaw him, ; 
* adding a quick Fear to my Surprize, I remained for | 
all ſome Moments without the Power of advancing a 1 
of Step further. Recovering however ſoon, he had not | 
ce the ſame Perplexity in taking immediately his Reſo=- 

lution. Ah! is it you, ſaid he, fetching his Breath, 

her as if even his Aſtoniſnment had given him ſome Re- 

ce lief. Come near, come near, ſaid he, you can help 
eſh without Doubt to clear up a Secret, that touches you 
and as near as it does me. I had not known the younger 

in of his two Siſters as eaſily as I had him. She ſtood 
zer, nevertheleſs oppoſite to him, in ſo mortified a Po- 


caſt ſture, that I eaſily remarked ſhe was the Cauſe of his 
pon Troubles, and that fhe thought herſelf perhaps threa- 
on, tened with ſome Effects of his Fury. The Woman, 


ner- whom I met on the Stairs, was her Chamber-Maid, | 
who continued to teſtify by her Tears, that ſhe ap- | 
will prehended ſomething terrible for her Miftreſs and | 
ry ? herſelf. | | 
ne Encouraged at length by the Invitation of ' Ang/es ! 


f. I came up to him. Without loſing any Thing of | 
his Warmth he told me, that Tenermill being recon- | 
L 4 | ciled | 
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ciled to him after his laſt Journey to Ireland, ſeem- 
ed to have a particular Fondneſs for his Sitter. Though 
this Inclination, added he, agreed ill with his Preten- 
ſions to Surah Fincer, whoſe Hand he had confeſſed 
to me he had the Hopes of obtaining, yet I was not 
ſurprized, that an Officer, fatigued with his military 
Expeditions, ſhould ſeek ſometimes for Amuſement 
in the Company of an amiable young Lady. His 
Quarters not being far diſtant from my Houſe, I free- 
ly ſuffered him to come privately, and paſs with us 
ſome Intervals of Repoſe, which he could ſpare from 
his Duty. He went away at the End of the Cam- 
paign, and I thought his Amours finiſhed, when his 
Reſidence in {reland was ſo. 

In the mean Time, added Angleſey, having obſcrved 
ater his Departure, that this virtuous Lady ſhewed 
extraordinary Uneaſineſs, I was ſurprized one Morn- 
ing to find ſhe diſappeared in the Night, without any 
other Company than her Chamber-maid ; and not 
having given any Notice of ber Defign, 1 imagined 
all at once, that her Enterprize was not a Matter of 
Prudence. I in vain went in Search of her for man 
Days; at length I diſcovered here her Retreat, thouph 
this Town be twenty Leagues from my Houſe, and 
immediately following her, I ſurprized her To- da 
in the Place you ſee her. She has hired this Houſe 
for ſix Months. It is only by Force of Menaces that 
J have got out of her a Confeſſion of her Shame. She 
baſely abandoned herſelf to your Brother, who has 
forſaken her, with the Fruits of his perfidious Amours. 
It belongs to you, added he, whom I find in this 
Place, without diſcovering what brought you here, to 
decide her Fate : For ſhe ſhall periſh this Day by my 
Hands, if you inform me that my Lord Tenermill has 
no Thoughts of marrying her. 

J have preſſed her to declare, ſtill proceeded he, 
if ſhe were ſeduced under the Shadow at leaſt of ſome 
Promiſes. She ſpeaks to me of his Letters, which I 
will read in your Preſence. Where are they? Inter- 
rupted he himſelf, luoking furiouſly on the * 

k * 
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ber-maid. This Wench, who had — up only to 
bring them, and who upon hearing the Noiſe increaſe 
had as ſoon come down, being fearful leſt he ſhould 
be tranſported to ſome Exceſs againſt her Miſtreſs, went 
off immediately for them. 

During this Time, from every Thing I had heard 
1 was at ſuch a Stand, that not daring to venture even 
at the leaſt Anſwer, I waited with great Impatience 
till the Letters Were produced. Such as I had read 
were only common Proteſtations of Love, in which 
I obſerved no Propoſal of Marriage. Moreover I had 
a thorough Knowledge of Tenermill. If he were ca- 
pable of having looked on the debauching of a young 
Lady as a Joke, he was not a Man that would de- 
ceive her by falſe Promiſes; and with the Hopes he 
had moreover to marry Sarah Fincer, I could not be 
perſuaded that he had made Ang/e/ey's Siſter any other 
Promiſes than thoſe of Love, of which ſhe herſelf 
4pught to have diſcovered the Illuſion. The Reading 
of the Letters, which was not deferred a Moment, 
confirmed me in this Notion. Nevertheleſs not be- 
lieving from thence that my Brother was leſs obliged. 
to repair the Honour of a young Lady of Quality, 
whoſe Ruin he had to reproach himſelf with, I made 
no Difficulty of 8 that I looked on this Ob- 
ligation as an indiſpenſible Duty, and of promiing 
that I would preſs him to comply with it. Theſe 
Words, and the Exhortations I added to them to in- 
ſpire Angleſey with more Gentleneſs, reſtored him a 
little to a Calmneſs of Mind, and his Siſter got up 
from his Feet to caſt herſelf at mine with Tranſports 
of ſoy and Gratitude. 

The Reliance he had on my Promiſe reſtored him 
ſo far to Tranquillity, as to enquire what ſtrange 
Chance had brought me to „ and into the. 
Houſe of his Siſter. I had not ſo mach Difticulty to 
inform him of the Truth of my Adventure, as he 
had to believe it ſeriouſly. However: having confi- 
dered with me what might be the Conſequences of 
it, he agreed, that they were dangerous enongh to 
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have inſpired me with all the Fear that had induced 
me to ſuch extraordinary Reſolutions. Without ma- 
king a Profeſſion of an open Adherence to the King's 
Party, he deſired his Reſtoration enough, ſo as when 
he gas his Intereſt, it was not acting againſt his 
Inclination ; and the Service he expected from me 
engaged him moreover not to refuſe me his Aſſiſ- 
tance. He propoſed himſelf to take his Coach and 
carry me out of the Way, without being taken No- 
tice of. I ſhould have little regretted my Horſe and 
Luggage, which I was obliged to leave behind me; 
but Angleſey gave me yet Room to hope, that by re- 
demanding them himſelf of the Counſellor, he might 
have them delivered to him with ſo much the more 
Eaſe, as I had afſured him I had left nothing in my 
Valiſe that could betray the Secret of my Commiſſion. 
Being a Native of Ireland, my Zeal for the Catho- 
licks of that Country, and even my Quality of Bi- 
ſhop, which were the only Diſcoveries the Counſellor 
could make. by my Letter, did not expoſe me at all 
to the Rigour of many new Laws, which related 
only to foreign Miſſionaries. -My Gratitude for the 
Aſſiſtance of Angleſey offered me wirh ſo good a 
Grace, inſpired me with the Means of rendering to 
his Siſter that Service, which agreed beſt with her Si- 
tuation, As there was little Appearance, that after 
having been ſo unluckily diſcovered, I could much 
longer execute my Commiſſion without falling at leaft 
into ſome new Snare, which might be as prejudicial 
to the King's Cauſe, as to the Safety of my own 
Life, I propoſed to return to Dublin the ſhorteſt Way, 
and to wait there privately the King's Orders, to whom 
I would give an Aceount of the 'I ruth of my Adven- 
ture. Under the Hope I am, ſaid 1 to Angleſey, of 
engaging Tenermill to act, as becomes him, to your 
Siſter, I believe I may offer you for her a private Re- 
treat in Patrick's Houſe, who is come a little while 
* to ſettle in Ireland. If you lend me your Coach, 
will take Charge of her to Dublin, and I do not de- 
{pair even of carrying her to Fance, as ſoon 15 I 
g ve 
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have prepoſſeſſed Tenermill of the Obligation he lies 
under to repair his Fault. He embraced me with 


great Gratitude; and his Siſter yet further moved than 


he by my Offers, did not forbear to ſhew. me hers, by 
the moſt affectionate Acknowledgments. 

Having with me Jacin and the old Servant of my 
Lord Linch, I had been lucky. enough to ſend them 
to an Inn before I went to the Counſellor's; and this 


was a Cuſtom 1 followed in all my Journies, that L 
might not be troubleſome to thoſe who entertained. 


me. It was eaſy to give them both Notice to go out. 
of the Town, and wait for me on the Road I was to 
take, I went immediately into Angleſey's Coach, with 


his Siſter and Chamber-maid, being perſuaded, that. 


if the Counſellor ſhould ſearch for me, he would make 
tus Enquiries among Catholick Houſes of the Town, 
or at leaſt in any other Place than on the high Road 
to Dublin, I made all the Haſte could be expected 
from the Carriage I was in; and Patrick, was under 
an extreme Surprize to ſee me return ſo. ſoon to his 
Houſe, contrary to his Expectations and mine. . 

I found him ſo well eſtabliſhed in the Minds of the 
People, and already ſo much conſidered by the Vice- 
roy and all the Nobility, that as to the Deſigns the 
King had communicated to me, it appeared demon- 
ſtrable, that his Majeſty could not have made a better 


Choice, But I had not perceived in my journey, 


that the Number of his Partizans was ſo conſiderable 
as he had fancied at St. Germain, nor that they were 
filled with that Ardour, on which he relied ſo much 
for the next Campaign. I made this Obſervation to 
Patrict, who had already remarked the ſame Thing 


in Dublin. If King Janes had a Number of Sub- 


jects well intentio ned. enough to with ardently for 
his Return, he had but few whoſe Zeal was capable 
of making them expoſe their Lives or Foitunes in 
his Quarrel. On the contrary, having nothing more 


dear and precious to deſire than the Conſervation and 


Security of thoſe two Advantages, they ſeemed to 
be much better aſſured of them under the new Ga- 
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vernment; and the Intereſt of Religion being then 
the only Conſideration capable of warming them, 
even this Motive could not inſpire them with all 
the Spirit the King deſired, as long at leaſt as the 
Prince of Orange ſnewed himſelf diſpoſed not to di- 
diſturb them in their Worſhip. The Fear of giving 
Offence at the Court of St. Germain by ſuch free 
Accounts, did not hinder me from communicating all 
my Obſervations to the King He did not ſhew that 
my Sincerity had at all oftended him ; but without 
giving me an Anſwer to the Particulars of my Re- 
flexions, he gave me Orders immediately to return 
to France, under this Pretence alone, for that my En- 
t-rprize having been fo unluckily diſturbed, he could 
not doubt, but that the Government had been well 
informed of it, and that my Reſidence in Jreland 
might bring ſome Prejudice to my Brother's Com- 

miſſion. | 
With-whatever Devotion I was reſolved to ſacrifice 
myſelf to the Intereſts of my Religion and King, I 
found nothing irkſome to me in this Change. My 
Zeal could not want an Object in France. The more 
reflected on the Misfortune of Mademoiſelle An- 
gleſey, the more my Inclination increaſed to ſerve her 
with Tenermill. Notwithſtanding all the Hopes he 
had from his Endeavours and Underſtanding, I ſaw 
him the only one of my Family who yet wanted an 
Eſtabliſhment ; for I would not willingly give that 
Name to an Income he had made by Gaming. The 
ſame Chance to which he owed a Fortune fo unwor- 
thy of us, might not it deprive him of it by the ſame 
Ways? In Truth, ſhe could not be a Match very ad- 
vantageous for him, being the younger Sifter of a 
Family leſs rich than noble, who could bring him 
only Hopes at a great Diſtance. But beſides the Ob- 
ligation of Honour, with which 1 did not think he 
could eaſily diſpenſe, I much flattered myſelf that by 
making the Marriage agreeable to the King, I could 
engage his Majeſty to reſume all the Views he for- 
merly had for the Advancement of my Brother. 
| Without 
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Without being in a Condition to enrich his Servants, 
he had a thouſand Ways to employ them in a Man- 


ner advantageous for their Fortunes. Witneſs the Ex- 


ample of Patrick ; and I did not doubt but the De- 
ſire of attaching to him all the Houſe of Angleſey 
would induce him, as much as his Inclination for ours, 
to ſignalize his Bounty by new Favours. 

In the mean Time, other Reflexions made me 
change the Thoughts I had taken up of prepoſſeſſin 
Tenermill with my Deſigns. Although I did not think: 
him capable of diſowning his Engagements with Made- 
moiſelle Angleſey, I imagined nevertheleſs that having 
never propoſed any Thing by it but an Amuſement, 
he would immediately reject a Marriage, that he muſt 
look upon as an Obſtacle to all his Pretenſions; and 
his Refuſal of it once-during his Abſence, would per- 
haps oblige Mademoiſelle Angleſey to remain in Ire- 
land. Inſtead of which, her paſſing into France in 
my Company, without giving him any Notice of it, 
and ſurprizing him in ſome Sort before he had Time 
to think of defending himſelf, ſhe might hope, that 
her Preſence and Tears might ſoften a Heart, which 
had made no Preparations for Reſiſtance. We went 
off together, having firſt imparted our Views to her 
Brother. He propoſed to go with us ; but I was 
afraid of too ſharp Expoſtulations, and too violent 
Inſtances from a Man ſo firey, who would have the 
Honour of his Family to ſupport; and I conjured 
him to repoſe his Intereſts upon the integrity of my 
Intentions, | | 

To return to St. Germain with ſome agreeable 
Fruits of my Journey, it would have been neceſſary 
to have found Means of tranſporting there a Part of 
Linch's Treaſure ; but this would have been riſquing 
too much, at a Time that the Approach of a bloody 
Campaign made the Government redouble their Vi- 
gilance in all the Ports. We had Difficulty enough 
to eſcape ourſelves, without giving any other Cauſe 
of Suſpicion, that might be Neuen to my Bro- 
ther, Heaven took Care to conduct us through a 

thouſand 
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thouſand Dangers, and not being able to gain France 
but by making many long Circuits, our Delay made 
my Friends, Who had been advertized of my Depar- 
ture, fear, that ſome very unlucky Accident had hap- 
pened to me on the Road. As an Addition to my 
mbarraſſment, Mademoiſelle Angleſey, who was far 
advanced in her Pregnaney, was ſurprized with her 
firſt Pains in Flanders; for it was by that Way I was 
forced to return, and the indiſpenſible Care I had for: 
her retarded our Arrival fix Weeks more. =» 
J give the Name of Embarraſſment to this laſt un- 
ſeaſonable Accident ; becauſe I could not look upon 
it but as a Subject of Vexation. Notwithſtanding 
the Ardour with which I had embraced the Intereſt 
of Mademoiſelle Angleſey, and even the Perſuaſion 
that induced me to make it an indiſpenſible Duty, I 
was ſometimes ſcared by the Indecency of being ſeen 
with her in her Situation, and I apprehended, that 
ſhe would be looked upon in the ſame ridiculous Light. 
as I, What Appearance was there of preſenting ho 
in this Condition, whether at Court, where I could. 
willingly have fortified her Pretenſions by the King's 
Authority, or whether to Tenermill himſelf, who not. 
having yet heard any Thing of the Conſequences of 
his Amour, might be rather diſguſted than ſoftened 
by ſuch a Sight? Not that Mademoiſelle Angleſey 
wanted any. of thoſe Allurements, that are natural to 
her Sex. I have already made an Encomium on her 
Charms ; and the Opportunity I had of diving into 
her Character, gave me Room to diſcover. in it Me- 
rit enough to make Amends for a tranſient Slip, which 
did not leſſen her natural Principles of Modeſty and 
Virtue. But I was delighted to ſee her after Lying- 
in reſume that Air of Decorum fuitabie to a young 
Lady, and which I thought had been extremely im- 

paired by her big Belly. ö 
The End of my Journey inſpiring me thus with 
more Hope and Joy, than I had felt ſince my De- 
parture, I communicated ſuch Thoughts to her-: by 
tracing over before-hand the Plan I had formed. for 
haſtening 
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haſtening her Marriage. Tenermill, ſaid I, ſhall have 
no Notice of our Arrival but by our Viſit. I will 
prepoſſeſs the King with your Adventure, and will 
intereſt his Religion and Goodneſs to afford you his 
Protection. Of the many Friends I know my Bro- 
ther has, I will intreat ſuch, whoſe Weight is capable 
of making an Impreſſion on his Mind, to be with 
him the Moment of our Viſit, to back your Prayers 
by their Sollicitations and Advice. I will procure an 
Officer of the King's to go with us, whom I will en- 
treat his Majeſty to charge with his Recommendation, 
or even Commands, if it be poſſible to obtain them; 
and I doubt not, but by this Mixture of Supplicati- 
ons, Advices and Authority, we ſhall in an Inſtant 
force our Way through all Obſtacles, that Tenermili 
can poflibly think to oppoſe to us. 

I ſaid nothing to her but what I was perſuaded of 
myſelf. In an Affair of this Nature, wherein Hu- 
manity and Religion make the Foundation of our 
Rights, I could not imagine that the Principles of 
many of my Brother's Friends, who were known for 
Men of Honour, were different from mine; and I 
already had caſt my Eyes upon thoſe whom I thought- 
moſt proper to do us the Service I expected from 
them. Being arrived at Paris, I thought it ſeaſon- 
able to prepoſſeſs ſome of them with this Buſineſs 
before I went to St. Germain. But having began. 
with him, upon whom I relied the moſt, how #; 
was my Aſtoniſhment to ſee him reſiſt all my Pro- 
poſals? He was an old General Officer, who had paſ- 
{ed through all the military Preferments, and who had 
in the World the Reputation of being irreproachable 
in his Honour. Flaving heard me with great At- 
tention 3 was this Debauching, aſked he, ſupported 
by any Promiſes? I anſwered, that Mademoiſelle 
Angleſey did not lay a Streſs upon any. Ab! re- 
plied he laughing, who has not had in the Courſe of 
his Life twenty Adventures of this Sort ?. Honour 
does not oblige one to obſerve what one does not pro- 
miſe. Women would be too happy, if by e 
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their Duty, they could acquire a Right over our Li- 
berty and Fortune. Ah! Where is the Man of Gal- 
lantry, that would not be expoſed to ruin himſelf by 
a miſchievous Marriage? No, no, added he, I ſhall 
never adviſe your Brother to make oy a ſimple 
Piece of agony”! by the Sacrifice of his Fortune, 
and perhaps his Happineſs. 

So formal a Refuſal taking from me all Hopes on 
that Side, I was vexed for having addreſſed myſelf 
to à military Man, whom I ought to ſuppoſe much 
leſs knowing in certain Duties, or more indulgent 
than others to this Sort of Diſorder, which the World 
honours with the Name of Gallantry. I knew Tener- 
mill had another Friend, whoſe Sentiments I hoped 
would better correſpond with my Expectations. This 
was a Financier, extremely rich, but one whoſe 
Riches did not take from him the Name of an ho- 
neft, nor even of a good natured and generous Man, 
I laid the Fact before him, and intreated him, as I did 
the other, to join with me to prevail over the Mind 
of Jenermill. He looked on me with a nice and ſen- 
ſeal Air; I am not at all ſurprized, ſaid he, that an 
Eccleſiaſticæ of your Age and Piety, ſhould refer 
every Thing to the ſevere Maxims of the Goſpel ; 
but it would be hard to expect fo much Striftneſs. 
from Lay-men, ſuch as we are. You do not con- 
ſider well to what you would reduce us, if you would' 
oblige us to marry a Woman, becauſe we have taken- 
for her a flight and tranſient Inclination. Ah! what 
Advantage would it be to us, that Nature has made 
ſo great a Number of them? She was willing to 
afford us the Means of making Trials to chuſe the 
better. Moreover, added he, in a ſerious Tone, I 
think we ought always to make a juſt Diſtinction 
between Objects of Pleaſure, and thoſe of Duty. 
If my Lord Tenermill had found in the Choice you 
propoſe to him, every Thing ſuitable to his Forture: 
and Happineſs, and that by a Forgetfulneſs of his 
Intereſts he was ſtiff and obſtinate in rejeRting it, I 
ſhould undertake perhaps to make him open We 
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Eyes upon what he owed to himſelf, But as this 
cannot be ſuppoſed to be the Caſe without a Contra- 
dition, I will not endeavour to incline him to a Mar- 
riage, from which on the contrary his Refuſal or 
Coldneſs ſhould make me judge that he has few Ad- 
vantages to gather. 
Such plain Language perſuaded me that my Appli- 
cations were yet but indifferent, I called to Mind the 
udgment the Goſpel gives of the rich Men of the 
orld, and I was much leſs ſurprized to find this 
Oppoſition to theſe Maxims in him whom I had con- 
fulted, than to have forgot myſelf, how uncommon it 
is for the Spirit of Religion to agree with Riches. 
But as thoſe two Errors I had ſucceſſively fallen into, 
were no Reaſons for making me give over my Project, 
J recollected the Name of a third Friend of Tener- 
mill, whoſe rigorous Probity I had heard himſelf 
boaſt of. Such ought to be the Lot of all of his 
Profeſſion; for he was a Man of the Robe of a diſtin- 
guiſhed Character. I had greater Hopes of Succeſs 
in applying to him, which his Gravity in hearing me 
yet further increaſed. When I had ended, he pauſed 
for ſome Moments, as if he had conſidered the Caſe 
in all its Circumſtances, At length he aſked me, if 
there had been a formal Contract under my Brother's 
Hand, Having anſwered him, that there was not, but 
that it was no leſs true. —He interrupted me in haſte. 
Have you any Thing to found a Proof on by wri« 
ting. No, ſaid I again, and the Damſel confeſſes 
herſelf, that ſhe has nothing but ſome tender Letters 
to build upon in her Favour. Ah! replied he, with- 
out ſeeming attentive to the Impreſſion his Anſwer 
would make on me, caſt away your Fears, that ſhe 
can ever force my Lord to marry her;; and take you 
Care how you adviſe your Brother to a Match, which 
can never be of any Advantage to him. In the Ri- 
gour of the Law, he was acquitted for ſome Dama- 
ges, which will bear a leſs * to the Birth of 
hag” Iriſh Lady, than to her Weakneſs in forgetting 
er Duty, - - 
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My Aſtoniſhment was ſo great after this third De- 
eiſion, that having neither Power nor Will to reply, 
I choſe to retire without ſpeaking one Word. What 
ſtrange Conſent and Agreement, ſaid I to myſelf, in 
all Ranks and Conditions of Men, to wound' openly 
the moſt ſacred Law of Nature and Religion ? How ? 
Muſt there be Promiſes to a Woman, mult they be in 
Writing, to oblige a Man to marry her after having 
drawn 2 into a Precipice, from whence ſhe cannot 
poſſibly diſengage | herſelf but by Marriage? Do not 
then the very Attempts to debauch her amount to ſo 
many Promiſes, and is not the 1 of them clear 
and manifeſt to both Sexes? The Weakneſs of a Wo- 
man in ſurrendering, and the Pleaſure a Man finds in 
vanquiſhing, are not they in a Manner the Seal that 
ought to confirm them ? Is it before the Eyes of Men, 
that Proofs muſt be here produced, and muſt the Prin- 
ciples of Fidelity and good Faith depend on their 
Opinions? But I came to myſelf by thinking, that a 
grave Magiſtrate might fail in his Attention to the 
plain Duties of Morality, from an Exceſs of Attach- 
ment to the Objects of his Profeſſion. It is the Fault 
of the greateſt Part of Men to refer every Thing to 
the Knowledge of thoſe Particulars that they are moſt 
employed about. Without being yet diſcouraged by 
theſe three Experiments ſo oppoſite to my arp 
ons, 1 wry! 9 make a new one upon the Mind of 
an honeſt Citizen, whom I knew to be well affected 
to my Brother, and who had even acquired ſome 
Aſcendant ovef him by many important Services. I 
ſhall have nothing to fear here, ſaid I, neither from 
the falſe Cuſtoms of the World, nor from the Cor- 
ruption of Riches, nor from the Prejudices of Study 
and"Learning. The Citizen, to whom I went imme- 
diately, ſeemed at firſt well pleaſed at the Confidence 
I put in him: But having liſtened to my Propoſals ; I 
fhall not, ſaid he roughly, make ſo bad a Uſe of 
the little Power I have over my Lord's Mind. This 
is the Way infallibly to draw on me his Hatred, 
when he ſhall come to be ſenſible of the * — 
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ſhall have done him by my Advice. And, added he, 


not pity, ſo much as you do, a young Lady who has 
forgot herſelf ſo far as to throw behind her Back the 
Care of her Honour. 'To what ſhould we be expoſed 


immediately their Faults by a good — e 
muſt abandon the Guilty to their Infamy, to frighten, 
by their Example, thoſe who ſhould be tempted to 
imitate them. 
Without examining his Manner of Reaſoning, the 
Fallacy of which was beſides manifeſt, ſince the Gael. 
tion only turned on the Duty of Tenermill, and that 
the Fault of Mademoiſelle Angleſey did not in the leaſt 
diminiſh the Obligation he was under to repair his, I 
obſerved that J had little Aſſiſtance to expect from 
other Friends of Tenermilh, fince I could obtain none 
from thoſe I had pitched upon out of Choice. Not 
being able nevertheleſs to perſuade myſelf that my 
Opinion was falſe, nor that I was the only Man in 
the World that had thought juſily upon a Point ſo ma- 
terial, I admired the Care my Brother had taken in 
chuſing People for his beſt Friends, thoſe whoſe Prin- 
ciples appeared to me ſo conformable to his own ; and 
I pitied them all in a Lump for neglecting the Pre- 
cepts of Religion, even ſo as not to make any Uſe of 
them in their Manner of Reaſoning and Advice. There 
remained another Concluſion for me, drawn from the 
ill Succeſs of my Hopes; which was, that for the 


much more Reſiſtance from Tenermill; and, ſeeing 
nothing more powerful to move him, than the Meth 

that had failed me, I was in Danger, as the Reward 
of my Zeal, to have on my Hands the Charge of a 
young Lady and her Infant, for whom there remained 
no other Reſource than my Compaſſion. Neverthe- 
leſs, I yet flattered myſelf with ſome Aid from the 
King's Authority; and though Terermil/ had taken the 
Reſolution of forſaking the Court, in order to paſs 
a Life more free and independent, yet I could not 


to lay open to you all my Thoughts at once, I do 


in our Families, if they had the Hopes of 32 
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ſame Reaſon I ought to be apprehenſive of finding 
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imagine, he had ſhaken off the Voke of Reſpect and 


Obedience ſo far as to ſhut his Ears againſt his Maſter's 
Orders. 


Thus, with the ſame View that had made me 
avoid ſeeing my Family on my coming to Paris, I 
went to St. Germain without giving any Body the Jeaſt 


Notice of my Arrival. Having given the King an 


Account of all the Circumſtances of my journey, 1. 
had nothing ſo urgent on me as to put into his Ma- 
jeſty's Hands the Cauſe of Mademoiſelle Angleſey; 
and concealing from him neither my Fears nor the 


Reaſons of them, I intereſted him in Favour of an 


unfortunate young Lady by ſuch Motives as might 
make an Impreflion on a religious Prince. He was 
more moved by it, than the Friends of Tenermill had 
been. But not having ſeen him at Court ſince he 
formerly left it, he ſhewed ſome Miſtruſt of his At- 
taehment and Submiſſion. I know not, ſaid that 
Prince, what Kind of Life he has cut out for himſelf 
in a Sort of Retreat, wherein I apprehend he confines 
himſelf to the Society of ſome Wade: and a {mall 
Number of Friends. He had won ſomething by 
Gaming; he has loſt much more during your Ab. 
ſence, and not having any Subſtance more than the 
Penſion I continued to him, I can ſcarce conceive by 
what Methods he maintains at his Houſe that Plenty, 
and thoſe Pleaſares of which I have had a Deſerip- 
tion made me. I am ſorry, added the King, that a 
Man whom I eſteem, and who might qualify him- 
ſelf for the greateſt Things, ould corrupt himſelf 
with Luxury and Idleneſs. | 
All theſe Objections not being capable of diſcou- 
raging me, I redoubled my Inſtances to procure from 
the King at leaſt a Recommendation, ſhewing the De- 
fire he had to ſee Mademoiſelle 4»g/e/ey ſpeedily ſet- 
tled in her Rights. He conſented to this Requeſt ; 
but it was after I had given him a alle of the Diſ- 
poſitions of Tenermill, in order to regulate the Te- 


nour of his Orders, upon the Difficultics I ſhould find 
in ſucceeding. 
I 
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I thought myſelf ſo fortified with theſe Hopes, that 
returning in Haſte to Paris, I did not ſcruple to in- 


treat the Count and Counteſs of 8 to receive 
Mademoiſelle Augleſey in their Houſe, as a young Per- 
ſon, who one Day or other might have a Relation to 
our Family, by her Marriage with my Brother, LI 
nevertheleſs recommended to them Secrecy upon a 
Proje& which yet required ſome Contrivance on the 


King's Part, as well as Tenermill's. But having re- 


ceived my Compliment, and the Thanks of Made - 
moiſelle Angleſey with their uſual Politeneſs, the Count 
expreſſed ſome Earneſtneſs to have a private Conver- 
ſation with me. 1 judged by his Uneaſineſs, that he 
had ſome important Overture to make me, and with- 
out waiting in Reality till I laid the Matter before 
him ; is it, ſaid he, with the Concurrence and Con- 
ſent of my Lord Tenermill that you have had it in 
your Thoughts to marry him ? A Queſtion ſo much 
to the Purpoſe, to which I could make no Anſwer 
without entering into a long Detail, made me chuſe 
to aſk the Count, what Difficulties he found in this 
Marriage? Vou are ignorant, replied he, what Changes 
have happened duting your Abſence; and engaging 
me in a Detail capable of ſurprizing me, he dad, that 
my Brother had made an open Profeſſion of renoun- 
cing all Hopes of Eſtabliſhment and Fortunes by his 
Diſcontents, which he took no Pains to conceal, and 
that being engaged in a firit Fawiliarity with Donna 
Figuerrez, they had formed together a Society, which 
perhaps was without Example, They had both glo- 
ried in being without Love, as well as without Ambi- 
tion, and to have no Reliſh but for a certain Number 
of Amuſements, which they ſpared no Coſt to procure, 
They had furniſhed, without Oſtentation, yet with the 
greateſt Elegance, a Houſe in Town, and that of 
Saiſons, which ſerved them as a Country Seat. Their 
Expences had been ſupported in common, and though 
they had affected to cut off all Air of Love from 
their Intercourſe, they had been ſeldom aſunder, and 


their Pleaſures were all the ſame, whick conſiſted 4 
goose 


3 
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good Cheer, Muſick, Reading, Gaming; and aſſo- 


| ciating together five or ſix Perſons of both Sexes, 
{21 whoſe Humour and Wit were alike, they had affected 
| to deſpiſe the World, with which they pretended to 
% be unacquainted. The Spaniſh Ambaſſador, aſtoniſh- 
: ed at the Choice he ſaw his Niece embrace, had 
8 taken much Pains to prevail on her to forſake ſuch 
ſtrange Notions; but had not been able to overcome 
her Reſolution. i 
This Life had continued ſome Months with all the 
Pleaſure they had propoſed from it; but Tenermill. 
naturally liberal and generous, not having juſtly 
enough calculated to what his Expences might amount, 
found himſelf ſo ſhortned, that he had been forced 
to think of other Reſources. Gaming, which had 
been at firſt ſo favourable to him, had not continued 
with the ſame good Fortune. Having played high, 
he had ſuffered ſuch conſiderable Loſſes, that to pay 
of many Debts of Honour, he had quite exhauſted 
his annual Income. This Misfortune would have 
laid him under an abſolute Neceſſity of breaking off 
his Project, if Donna Figuerrez, to whom he had been 
conſtrained to make a Confeſſion of the Perplexity of 
his Affairs, had not applied herſelf with the like Ge- 
neroſity to repair his Loſſes. Hitherto he had not 
ſuffered her to contribute much to the Expences of 
their Settlement; but not finding any great Difference 
between the Neceſſity of breaking off, and that of 
conſenting to her entering into the common Diſburſe- 
ments, he was overcome by her Entreaties. An 
Agreement of this Nature became as it were a new 
Tie, which had united them more ſtrictly than ever; 
and if Tenermill had abſented bimſelf from Court 
out of Reſentment on the Score of Ambition, he had 
alſo extended his Forgetfulneſs to every Thing dif- 
—_ from this Society, even to avoid 2 his own 
amily. 
f You ſee, added the Count, after finiſhing -this Re- 
cital, if I have Room to doubt whether he be in- 
formed of your Miews, and whether I have not yet 
+ more 
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more Reaſon to believe, that it will be difficult to 
bring him to embrace them. The Reliſh for an effe- 
minate Life has ſucceeded his former Activity. I ad- 
mire to what Paſs his Humour is changed. This 
Spaniard beſieges him; and whatever Sort of En- 
Le, ny he may have with her, I am perſuaded you 
will not ſucceed in breaking it. 

The Evil appeared to me. as dangerous as to the 
Count; and although the Reſerve with which he diſ- 
covered himſelf had yet hindered me from penetra- 
ting into the full Extent of it, yet the Perils alone at- 
tending fuch a Life of Senſuality caſt me into a ſharp 
Alarm. However, I did not from thence ſee, as he 
did, ſuch ſtrong Reaſon to fear that ſhe would be an 
Obſtacle to Tenermill's Marriage. I had boldly laid 
hold of the Notion, that his Engagement with Donna 
Fizuerrez was not that of Love; and not conceiving 
any other Cauſe that could attach him too ſtrongly to 
her, I had ſo much the greater Hope that the Loſs 
of his Fortune, and the Neceſſity he was under of 
taking Advantage of that of a Woman, without 
which he could not live in that Plenty, for which he 
had taken a Reliſh, appeared to me an infallible Mo- 
tive to ſeparate him from her, when I ſhould make 
him look upon, together with the Hand of Made- 
moiſelle Augleſey, the King's new Favours, which I 
did not deſpair to ſee him obtain. I left the Count 
with this Notion, without having judged it ſeaſonable 
to communicate to him yet the Truth of our Adven- 
ture. It was not my Diffidence of him that engaged 
me to this Diſſimulation; but I thought myſelf obliged 
to it, out of a cautious Management for Mademoi- 
{elle Angleſey. | 

I Wh at my Lord Tenermil/s Houſe, that he 
had beed at Sat/ons for ſome Weeks paſt, enjoying 
there the early Pleaſures of the Spring, with his uſual 
Company. The Sight of the Hurry they were in at 
his Houſe at Paris in making Preparations of a thou- 
ſand Things to ſerve his Table and Pleaſures, gave me 
all at once an Idea of his Settlement. I made no 
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Delay in going to him. Beſides, that Decency re- 
quired this Viſit of me after a long Abſence, I had 
an Intereſt, as well as he, in the Seat of Saiſons, and 
I thought myſelf authorized at all Times to examine 
into the Condition it was in. I might pretend to be 
ignorant of the Alterations made there ſince my De- 
parture, and that it was inhabited by ſuch a numerous 
Company. Reſting upon this Point, I diſcovered as 
much Surprize upon my Arrival there, as if I had not 
been foreſtalled by the Count's Recital. And this Pre- 
text was but little different from the Truth, ſince, 
with the Hints 1 had received, I found yet at every 
Step ſome Subject of Aſtoniſhment and Admiration. 
The Houſe, the Gardens, every 'Thing had taken a 
new Form. Tenermill had few Servants whom I 
knew; inſomuch that having met many of them, of 
whom I enquired where I might find their Maſter, I 
was to them a Sight as new, as the Orr-ments of the 
Place were to me. 

Among ſome Tokens of Joy, and a few Careſſes, 
Tenermill diſcovered Embarraſſment enough to con- 
viace me, that he was under ſome Conſtraint at my 
Preſence. 1 was ſhewed into his Clotet, where by 
Chance he was gone upon ſome Buſineſs. I did not 
loſe the Opportunity I came in Search of. Inſtead 
of giving him Anſwers to his firſt Queſtions, by which 
he thought perhaps to rid himſelf from mine, I pray- 
ed him to hear me upon a Subject important enough 
to merit his whole Attention; and without going 
about the Buſh, ſpeaking to him of the Condition he 
had left Angleſey's Siſter in, I aſked him what he 
thought of the Misfortune of a young Lady ſo ami- 
able and well born. A Diſcourſe ſo little expected, 
and the ſteady and ſerious Air with which I accompa- 
nied it (for I dare not call it a Remorſe for a Fault, 
which he then called to Mind) threw him into a Con- 
fuſion, which declared itſelf for ſome Moments by 
his Bluſhes. However this Diſorder continued but a 
Mort Time, ſince immediately turning the Matter in- 
to à Banter, he ſpoke to me of this Adventure, as of 

an 
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an Amuſement, from whence, ſaid he, he had no 


Thoughts that the Effect would have been the Pro- 


duction of a new Being. I him : Do you 
know, ſaid I, that 3 this A which neverthe- 
leſs you ought to expect, another ought to be 3 
duced, which I am not vexed to ſee brought to paſs as 
ſoon as I could wiſh ? And remarking, that this Que- 
ſtion made him more attentive, I ſpoke. to him with 
Reſolution of the Pretenſions of Mademoiſelle Angle- 
fey, and even of the Hopes ſhe had of turning them 
to Account. He ſtopped me in his Turn, and ſeem- 
ing ſenſible of every Thing that I had only expreſſed 
by Halves, he aſſumed a more ſerious Tone to defend 
himſelf. His Reaſons were thoſe I had already com- 
miſerated in the Mouths of his four Friends. He was 
engaged by no Promiſes; he thought of nothing but 
amuſing himſelf in Ireland; could any one pretend 
that the Weah, eſs of a Girl could give her Power 
over the Fortune and Liberty of a Man ? Strange Ar- 
guments. Which always preſumes the Fault to be only 
on the Side of the weakeſt Sex, and that there is no 
Reparation neceſſary in theſe Sort of Adventures from 
him whom the World is pleaſed to call the Glory and 
Ornament of Women ! It was not nevertheleſs upon 
Tenermill that l was in Hopes of making Impreſhons 
by other Trials. It did not even come into my Mind 
to make the Experiment. I had executed the King's 
Orders in aſſuring myſelf of Tenermill's Diſpoſitione, 
and if I added any Thing, it was only to make him 


unfold them more clearly by Force of Objeftions 


and Inſtances. 


He fortified himſelf in ſuch a Manner againſt his 
firſt Confuſion, that preſſing me at length not to trou- 
ble him longer with Propoſals. that fatigued him, he 
paſſed ſuddenly to aſk me News of Patrick and Ire- 
land. I ſatisfied him plainly, and taking a cold Leave 
of him returned to Paris, notwithſtanding his Perſua- 
tions to keep me with him at Sai/ons for ſome Days. 
It would be but little agreeable to me to engage in 
a Society, ſuch as his was repreſented to me to be. 

Vor. III. IM Though 
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Though I had not entirely entered into the Senſe of 
the Count's Expreſſions, I did not fancy there could 
be much Innocence and Prudence in a Retreat, where- 
in they had nothing but Pleaſure for their Object, 
My Deſign, upon my Return to Paris, was to take 
up Mademoiſelle Angleſey and preſent her to the King, 
whom I yet hoped to engage more powerfully in her 
Intereſt, after his Majeſty had ſeen her. Her Form 
and her Tears in Reality toached him ſo much, as to 
make him take a Reſolution to ſend one of his Gen- 
tlemen immediately to Sai/ors. The King interpreted 
the Refuſal of Tenermill more favour: bly than I did 
Seeing nothing was wanting in Mademoiſelle Age. 
fey to pleaſe him, and imagining in Reaſon that ſhe 
muſt have been agreeable to him, ſince ſhe had Cravn 
on her his Attentions ; he was convinced that the only 
Reaſon could inſpire him with a Repugnance to mar- 
Ty her was her Poverty ; and without having him told 
what his Views were in propoſing to him to receive 
her Hand, he charged his Gentleman to aſſure him, 
as from himſelf, that he would find his Advantages 
in Submiſſion. But opening his Mind further to me, 
he told me, that without having any Thoughts of 
making him a Luke, until he was rich enough to ſuſ- 
tain that Dignity, he would in Favour of his Marri- 
age grant him an Employment, that ſhould enrich him 
by Ways very ſpeedy. You may inform him, ſaid 
he, that I have declared my Mind to you upon the 
Matter, and engage to him my Word, that I ſhall 

reckon his Obedience in the Rank of his Services. 
With the Piety that animatcd all his Actions, the 
King had a Motive for his Proceedings that I was a 
Stranger to. Angleſey, not daring to promiſe himſelf 
the full Effects of every Thing I had given him Room 
to hope from my good Offices, had writ to the King 
from Ireland, ſupplicating his Royal Protection for 
his Siſter, and in an Affair wherein the Honour of his 
Family was concerned, he made no Difficulty to pro- 
miſe his Majeſty, that to ſhew him his e 
ment and Gratitude, he would by himſelf and his 
Friends 
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Friends before the End of the Campaign bring over all 
the Province of Munter to his Authority. The Sub- 
miſſion of this Part of Ireland was of great Impor- 
tance, as much for the Facility of landing his Forces, 
as for the Quarters of his Troops, who might there 
paſs the Winter in Security. Moreover, it was of 
no ſmall Conſequence to engage openly in his Inte- 
reſts a Family ſo numerous and ſo conſiderable as 
that of Angleſey. Without penetrating ſo far, I had 
myſelf made this laſt Reflexion to the King, and if he 
did not confeſs that it was capable of warming him, 
I no leſs remarked, that it had increaſed his Heat and 
Zeal. I had ſoon other Proofs of this, from the Ea- 
gerneſs he ſhewed upon the Return of the Gentle- 
man, who he had diſpatched to my Brother. Being 
informed, that Tenermill had received his Orders with 
all the Reſpe& due to the Name of his Maſter, and 
that notwithſtanding the Addreſs whereby he had 
avoided to engage himſelf by a þ wn * Anſwer, he 
yet expreſſed himſelf in Terms of perfect Submiſſion, 
he prefſed me to make him another Viſit, and to de- 
clare to him openly what he was reſolved to do for 
him. I was afraid, faid the King to me with a Free- 
com worthy of ſo great a Soul, that he would have 
taken Advantage of my Situation to inſiſt upon his 
od Diſcontents ; but knowing his Humour, I think 
him diſpoſed to Obedience, ſince he has received my 
Orders with ſo good a Grace. In Reality, divers 
Examples had daily taught this good Prince, that 
the Title of a King is but a ſlender Check to violent 
Paſſions, when it is not ſupported by Power; and 
the late Treaſon of my Lond: made him fear 
every Moment, that he ſhould not find more Loyalty 
in the greateſt Part of thoſe who appeared to be at- 
tached to him. 

This Confidence of my King, and the Deſire he 
let me ſee he had of reclaiming to him the Mind of 
wy Brother, animated me with ſo briſk an Ardour, 
that not thinking I could too ſoon execute his Orders, 
1 preſſed him in my Turn to licence my Departure, 
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that I might go directly to Sai/ons. I imparted all 
my Hopes to Mademoiſelle 4ng/e/ey, by an Air of Sa- 
tisfaction with which I prayed her to wait for me at 
Paris. It was Night when I arrived at our Seat; 
but I made no Diſtinction of Times, and. thought 
every Seaſon proper for my Negotiation, Being in- 
formed at my Arrival, that Tenermill had got up from 
Table, I ſent in Notice, that I had Affairs of Impor- 
tance to communicate to him, and deſired to talk to 
him alone. I was ignorant whether he had already 
diſcovered my Propoſals, and the King's Orders to 
Donna Figuerrez ; but his Slowneſs in coming to me, 
made me ſo impatient, that putting my Head out of 
the Door of the Cloſet, where I waited for him, 1 
ſaw her with him in the next Chamber; and the Air 
of Secrecy, as much as the Heat with which they ap- 

ared engaged in the Diſcuſſion of ſome Matter of 
mportance, gave me Room to think, that my Viſit 
was the Subject of their Diſcourſe. 

Tenermill did not appear to me with a Countenance 
leſs diſengaged; I removed alſo from mine every 
'Thing that might look like Conſtraint, and anticipa- 
ting all uſeleſs Queſtions, I told bim, that my Viſit 
to him was by the King's Orders. You have been in- 
formed lately, ſaid I, from the Mouth of one of his 
Gentlemen, of the Intereſt he takes in the Marriage 
of Mademoiſelle 4ng/e/ey : But that Explanation had 
Relation only to Things in general; I am now here 
from his Majeſty, added I, to declare to you more 
particularly his Intentions. With a Wife, whom he 
preſſes you to receive as from his Hand, he promiſes 
you an 'Employment that may ſoon make you rich, 
and which will ove Day put you into the Condition 
he is defirous of ſeeing you, in Order to create you 
a Duke. : 

This Entrance into my Diſcourſe, in which I alſo 
had included every Thing that I had moſt prevailing to 
offer him, made a greater [Impreſſion on him than 1 
expected from it. He fixed his Eyes on me, and not 
being able for a conſiderable Time to moderate the 
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Affections of his Soul; How ? ſaid he, ſoftening his 
Voice, does the King deign to return to me, and far 
from being offended at my Haughtineſs, is he not ap- 
rehenſive of abaſing himſelf too much in calling me 
back to him by new Favours? Ah! So much Good-* 
nefs ſhall never be paid but by my Blood, which I 
will empty all in his Service. His Tranſports made 
me judge, that I had moſt luckily taken him by his 
two Foibles, of which the laſt itſelf had a greater 
Poſſeſſion of him than he imagined, Theſe were Ge- 
neroſity and Ambition. But when I was ready. to 
hug myſelf for them, he added, that he was in De- 1 
{pair as to the Marriage of Mademoiſelle Angleſey: that | 
this Method of complying with the King's Goodnels | 
was abſolutely ſhut out from him; that without find- | 
ing in his Heart the leaſt Repugnance for a Lady fo | 

amiable ; upon the Wile, that though ſhe be offer- | 
ed to him by the King with all thoſe Advantages, yet 

he had other Engagements, which he was not at Li- 

berty to break, and that the moſt glorious Fortune in 

the World ſhould never make him fail in his Engage- | 
ments of Honour. Struck with this Langua e, I | 

aſked him with a good deal of Aſtoniſiment, whether 

he were married? No, anſwered he ingenuouſly j but 

he put little Difference between his Engagement and 

Marriage. He ſeparated from me, and 'tookt ſome 

Turns about the Clofet in a profound Meditation, 

whilſt I conſidered with myſelf what Anſwer to make 

him. Then coming up to me, he requeſted me to 

hear him without Interruption. I am pierced, faid 

he, with the King's Goodneſs, and I doubt not but 

they raiſe in you the ſame Admiration. I have a 

thouſand Ways left to render me worthy of them, 

and they are not the moſt eaſy I would chuſe. Never- | | 

theleſs, forced as I am to reject her, whom he deigns | 
to offer me himſelf, I am ſenſible that my Refuſal | 

will expoſe me not only to his juſt Indignation, but 

to the Cenſure of all Men of Honour, if it be not 

juſtified by ſome Excaſe, At the ſame Time, I do 
not flatter myſelf, that J can make you reliſh my Apo- 
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logy, and under the Neceſſity I am nevertheleſs to 
employ you in my Juſtification, this Difficulty has ap. 
peared to me embarraſſing enough to throw me into 
the Reverie out of which I am juſt recovered. 
Notwithſtanding the Promiſe I had made to hear 
him without Interruption, I thought myſelf obliged 
to remove a Doubt, which appeared offcnfive to my 
Friendſhip. I complained that he thought it juſtly 
tounded, and conjured him to conceive a better Opi— 
nion of my Affections. No, no, repl.ed ke ſmiling, 
it is not of your Friendſhip that J have any Diffidence; 
dut do not be tired of the Silence I require. Then 
continuing his Diſcourſe, he related to me, that ſince 
he had Toit the Deſire of eſpouſing Donna Figuerres 
by the King's Refuſal of conſenting to that Marriage, 
or at leaſt annex ing to it the Favours he had been 
made to hope ſor, he had never ceaſed viſiting that 
Lady. He had found from Day to Day new Plea. 
fures in her Converſation ; and his good Fortune had 
ſo favoured him, that ſhe being obliged to renounce 
her Inclination for Patrick, had taken for him a Share 
of the AﬀeQtions ſhe had for his Brother. He had 
not been at all ſorry for being beloved by her, as long 
as the Propofals of Marriage continued in a Manger 
buried; but upon renewing them by the Spaniſb Am- 
- baſſados at her Inſtance, he did not heſitate to declare 
to her that he did not think himſelf cut out to bear 
the Name of a Huſband, and that the Reaſons indu- 
cing him to think of marrying her having ceaſed by 
the King's Pleaſure, he was come to a Reſolution 
never more to ſubmit to Chains, of which Nature 
was afraid. He had nevertheleſs ſoftened this Refuſal 
by ſome polite Compliments, and owning, that he 
had ſeen 2 Women whoſe Wit and Humour had 
ſuch a Number of Charms as hers had, he confeſſed, 
that he laboured to inſpire her with an Intercourſe 
and Correſpondence ellabliſhed in Freedom and Inde- 
pendence, - which he, ſought after a Remedy for. 
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in Sums conſiderable enough to ſettle his Affairs upon 
a ſolid Foundation ; and the King having forced him 
to keep his Penſion, he found himſelf in a Condition 
of forming a Plan, which he had the good Luck to 
make agreeable to Donna Figuerrex. In fine, ſurpri- 
zed himſelf, ſaid he, at the Facility he had found to 
bring her into it, and judging even from thence, that 
this could not be her firſt Eflay of Gallantry, he ac- 
cuſtomed himſelf to live with her, and to enjoy a 
very pleaſant Situation both in Town and Country. 
You will aſk me, continued he, what could render 
ſuch an Engagement ſo inviolable as I have repreſent- 
ed it to you ? Hear me, for one Part of what I havc 
to ſay to you will appear difficult to comprehend. 
Firſt, you can never conceive how great is the Power 
of an habitual Society between two Perſons, who have 
for a long Time had only the ſame Houſe, the ſame 
Table, the ſame Occupations, the fame Pleaſures, and 
who, in one- Word, paſſing the Day and Night with- 
out quitting each other even a Moment, have learned 
mutually to know their Faults, to paſs them over, to 
look on themſelves in Relation to each other as diſ- 
penſed from all Sorts of Decorums and Conſtraints, to 
ſpeak to each other when they will, and to be ſilent 
when they will, not to conceal nevertheleſs from each 
other their Thoughts, and to place their Satisfactions 
and their Troubles in common; it is not Intereſt that 
links them together, ſince they may live an eaſy Life 
without the Aſſiſtance of one another; it is not ex- 
actly a Reliſh for the ſame Pleaſures, ſince they do not 
ſeck after it in thoſe that are the moſt briſk and poig- 
rant, and that the half of their Time is ſpent in diſ- 
covering the Foibles of every Thing that carries that 
Name ; it is not an [nclination for good Cheer, for 
though nothing be wanting to ſet off their Table, they 
have not the greater Appetite for it, and very often 
riſe from thence without touching the beſt Diſhes ; 
there is yet even leſs of Love in it, ſince they fee each 
other without Eagerneſs, are abſent from each other 
without Grief, they ſcarce happen to ſay to each 
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other a Word of Kindneſs or Tenderneſs, that they 
often avoid thoſe plain Reſpects of Complaiſance, 
which they would have for the leaſt Stranger ; and if 
they uſe only one and the ſame Bed, they commonly 
lie down and riſe up without thinking of thoſe Rights, 
which they conſented to yield to each other. Never- 
theleſs, you may attempt, if you think it ſeaſonable, 
ro make them renounce hving together, you will ſee 
they will laugh at all your Efforts. In the whole 
Conduct of Life they are as neceſſary to each other, 
as if they were bound by Intereſt, by Pleaſure, by 
yoos Cheer, and by Love. I would not ſpeak to you 
o poſitizely, added he, if I could not add to my Ex- 
ample that of a thouſand People of Worth and Ho- 
nour, who are in the ſame Caſe at Paris. 
He was about proceeding ; but I had began to have 
a Miſgiving of ſomething, that had not hitherto en- 
tered into my Mind, and which he ſeemed to be 
defirous of concealing from me. I did him Wrong 
dy this laſt Suſpicion ; he never thought but of ſparing 
my Delicacy by covering under a Sort of Veil ſome- 
thing that he 9 00g I could not be ignorant of; 
and in the Principles wherein he was hardened, this 
proceeded from a Reſpect he had for me, much rather 
than for himſelf, However, the Simplicity of my 
Heart, making me attribute this Diſcovery to my own 
Penetration, I found my Blood ſtirred enough to make 
me forget the Promiſe I had even renewed not to in- 
terrupt him; my firſt Expreſſions had as little Caution 
and Management in them as they well could have in 
an 1 of Surprize mingled with Anger and Grief. 
But when he had underſtood by the Terms Debau- 
chery and Fornication, which had dropped from me, 
upon what Point my Warmth and Reproaches fell; 
1 had ſtrong Expectations, ſaid he ſmiling, that this 
Converſation would have paſſed without a Storm; but 
you ought to be cured, at leaſt as I am, of thoſe 
Tranſports of Morality. However it be;\added he 
immediately in a more ſerious Tone, I will leave you 
this Moment, and renounce ſpeaking to or hearing 
you, 
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you, if you do not give me Liberty of proceeding to 
a Concluſion without interrupting me. Imperious 
Brother! Haughty and indocible Heart! I could not 
forbear GY him with the moſt bitter Paſſion, 


continue then a Diſcourſe which offends and outrages 
me, and which diſcovers only too much the Riot and 
Debauchery you are in. 

He replied, ſhaking his Head with a Sneer ; I agree 
that the Engagement and Ties, of which I tell you, 
will not appear of equal Force to all the World ; and 
it is not to perſuade you the more to forward them, 
that I bave laboured to make you comprehend them, 
My Intentions only were, that as you have offered to 
ſerve me, you ſhould not be ignorant of any of my 
Diſpoſitions. Two Engagements, much more ſtrong, 
have bound me to Donna Figuerrez ; one of which pro- 
ceeds from my Promiſes : For if my Friendſhip for 
her was free in its Original, can I think it changed 
from its Nature, ſince the Satisfaction we have mu- 
tually found in it, has made us take a thouſand Oaths 
never to diſſolre it? What Difference do you put 
between a Life of this Sort, and that of Marriage ? 
For what Reaſon will you not find it as indiſſoluble as 
that, if the Eſſence of the other conſiſts of itſelf in 
the Conſent only of the Will? Why does it not ap- 
pear as reſpectable to you? Is it not the State of Na- 
ture, which is the firſt and moſt holy of all Laws — 

Forbear, Forbear, interrupted I, ſeeing him grow 
warm upon a Subject, that he had an Intereſt in ſup- 
porting and lamenting ſtill more his Corruptions than 
his Sophiſms, He was piqued at the Air of Com- 
paſſion, to which I affected to confine myſelf in theſe 
two Words, I do not demand it but as a Favour of 
you, ſaid he, and, when you pleaſe, I will defend 
this Doctrine againſt all your Prepoſſeſſions. But you 
v1] not diſagree at leaſt, but that my Promiſes draw 
after them ſome Duty, and impoſe on me ſome Obli- 

ation, 
4 Then, as if he had thought this Reaſon not only 
unanſwerable, but ſufficient to juſtify him againſt the 
e King's 
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King's Inſtances and mine, he told me, that what re- 
mained for him to inform me of, was one of theſe 
Difficulties of Delicacy, of which he did not love to 
boaſt, and which of all others he ſhould have moſt 
Trouble to inſiſt on, becauſe it would oblige him to 
mortifying Confeſſions of Self-love. Nevertheleſs, 
added he, as his Character had placed him above com- 
mon Weakneſſes, and that he did not know how to 
bluſh at what he thought he might accept without 
Shame, he confeſſed to me, that Donna Figuerrez ac- 
quired over him ſuch Rights, to which he could op- 
pole nothing without rendering himſelf guilty of the 
greateſt Ingratitude. In thinking to augment his For- 
tune by Gaming, he had ruined it without Reſource. 
All his Settlement, the Expences of which had been 
till then divided between her and him, would have 
been at an End by this Misfortune, if the had not 
had the Generofity to turn over to him the Manage- 
ment and Diſpoſition of all her Eſtate. He had been 
under a Neceſſity of conſenting to it at her Inſtances, 
and ſince that 'I'ime, their Society was not ſupported 
but at the Expence of this generous Lady. With 
what Front could he propoſe to her to break off a 
Commerce, in which he knew ſhe had placed all her 
Happineſs? He was not capable of ſuch a Baſeneſs, 
though it ſhould gain him the Empire of the World ; 
and if I would give an Account of his Motives to the 
King, he was perſuaded they would be approved by 
his Majeſty, and all Men of Honour. 

J made no Haſte in my Anſwer, that I might leave 
him at Liberty to give all the Force he deſired to his 
Apology, I could fo eaſily have deſtroyed it, and J 
was ſo fully ſatisfied, that after he had declared to 
me his Reaſons, as invincible Obllacles, they were 
reduced to ſuch frivolous Arguments, that I began to 
think myſelf certain of my Victory. I laid no Streſs 
en his firſt Article, with which I was even aſtoniſhed, 
that he could have buſied himſelf one Moment. I 
contented myſelf with remarking to him mildly, that 
he Qught to reproach himſelf with a Kind of LG 
whac 
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which had been capable of enervating him even ſo 
far as to make him reckon ſuch childiſh Reaſons for 
ſomething. I avoided with the ſame Care, employ- 
ing any Expreſſions too harſh to attack a Commerce, 
which [ ſaw manifellly condemned by all my Prin- 
ciples. But by whatever Exceptions and Lenitives he 
thought to excuſe it, I obliged him to agree, that it 
was contrary to all the common Laws of Religion, to 
which he made a Proſeſſion of being attached; and 
Jeading him much further than he had foreſeen by his 
making this Confeſhon, I forced him to conclude with 
me in Spite of his Teeth, that all the Promiſes, by 
which he had undertaken to ſupport it, were ſo many 
IIluſions, which could not be ſeriouſly alledged. In 
Relation to the Gratitude, by which he thought him- 
ſelf indebted to Donna Figuerrex, I did not pretend to 
oppoſe it, and I puſhed my Indulgence ſo far as to 
acknowledge that he ought not to ſeck to excuſe him- 
ſelf from it. But had he not a more honourable Me- 
thod, and a Way more worthy of him, than that of 


increaſing this Debt from Day to Day, and laying ' 


himſelf under the Neceſſity of enjoying perpetually 
the ſame Favours? Conſerve, ſaid I, all the Eſteem 
you owe to the Affections and Sentiments of your 
Spaniſh Lady. Enoble your own, by endeavouring to 
render them independent of hers. Will not the for- 
tunate Time in future, which is deſtined to you, open 
a thouſand Means to preierve you from Ingratitude ? 
and cannot you this Day do it, by promiſing her an 
eternal Friendſhip ? This Manner of anſwering him 
produced one Part of the Effect I hoped for from it. 
Though he endeavoured to entrench himſelf under 
natural Right, which he looked pon, faid he, as the 
Rule of a Man of Honour, and that he thought him- 
ſelf well defended by this Pretext againſt the ſtrongeſt 
of my Objections, he nevertheleſs entreated me to 
ſuſpend for a few Days the Anſwer I intended to give 
the Kingy and to aſſure his Majeſty how feelingly he 
had received the firſt News of his Goodneſs. I could 
not doubt, but that the Time he ſeemed to take for 
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Deliberation, would increaſe the Impreſſion, from 
whence he could not defend himſelf, upon underſtand- 
ing the Favours the King had intended for him. By 
ſuppoſing his Love for Donn® Figuerrex, I might per- 
hops have been apprehenſive, that it would too ſtrong- 
ly have combated his Ambition; but Conſiderations ſo 
weak as thoſe he had offered, could not inſpire me 
with the ſame Fears. 

It was a more unſeaſonable Time than ever for me 
to ſtay at Sai/ons. I ſhould not have been willing to 
expoſe myſelf to the Sght of Donna Figuerrez, nor 
to delay Mademoiſelle Angleſey the Pleaſure of hear- 
Ing, thit I began to flatter myſelf with ſolid Hopes. 
In giving her an Account of this h2ppy News, I 
could not conceal from whence the Obſtacles proceed- 
el. She was ignorant of my Brother's Engagements, 
and not aſcribing the Coldneſs he ſhewed for her to 
any Thing, but her Unhappineſs of being without 
Wealth, ſhe had hitherto accuſed him leſs than ſhe did 
Fortune. I had admired the Moderation of her Com- 
Plaints, and had a Difficulty to conceive, that having 


loved enough to be capable of ſo much Weakneſs, 


ſhe yet waited for her Fate with a Tranquillity, that 
did not diſcover a violent Paſſion. But I had ſcarce 
informed her that ſhe had a Rival, than aſſuming ano- 
ther Countenance, and with Eyes ſparkling with Fire, 
which I never before obſerved in her, ſhe let a thou- 
ſand odious Names eicape her, of which I eaſily 
comprehended that ſhe made the Application to my 
Brother; and addreſſing herielf to me, I give you 
Thanks for your Pains, ſaid ſhe, and ſhall never for- 
get what I owe you; but the moſt inſtant Death, and 
even the Certainty of my Diſhonour, which I ſhall 
find more unſupportable than Death, ſhall never in- 
duce me to marry a Man, who has beea capable of 
abandoning me for another Woman. Though I could 
not condemn this noble Pride, I R to her, 
in order to appeaſe her Reſentment, that Love had 
but a ſmall Share in the Infidelity of Tesermill, and 


that even his Repentance was not at a great Diſlance, 
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fince I thought myſelf on the Point of breaking all 
the Engagements that ſeemed to ſtand in the Way of 
his Duty. Theſe two Conſiderations, which ſhe made 
me explain to her with all their Circumſtances, had 
the Power of calming her Paſſion ; but I till continued 
fully convinced, that without an abſolute Sacrifice, 
Tenermill would have a Difficuity to ſatisfy her. 

I did not make two Hours Stay at Paris ; neverthe- 
leſs, upon my Arrival at St. Germain, I found a La- 
quey of Donna Figuerrez waiting for me at Mr. De 
Sercine's, who having left Saiſon; a Quarter of an Hour 
afrer me, confeſſed, that he had made an extraordi- 
nary Haſte to overtake me, before I could wait on 
the King. He had received this Order from his Mi- 
ſtreſs, from whom he put a Letter into my Hands, 
which he preſſed me to read immediately. It contain- 
ed but four Lines. Before I gave myſelf up to my 
Zeal with ſo much Confidence, ſhe exhorted me to 
remember the Death of the three Spaniards, and of 
the Power ſhe had to deſtroy me, and all thoſe who 
had a Share in that tragical Event. 

Such an unexpected Menace froze my Blood: I 
had thought that unhappy Adventure was for ever bu- 
ried ; and fo it was as to the Publick, and the Law 
itſelf, which was tired of making Enquiries and 
Searches after it to no Purpoſe. But Donna Figuerres 
had not forgot the Menaces of Patrick. At the firſt 
News of ſuch a fatal Accident, ſhe had the Curioſity 
of interrogating the Guard, who attended the three 
Syaniards ; and altheugh the Caution and Diſcretion 
ſhe thought ſhe owed to the Brothers of my Lord Te- 
nermill, had prevented her from making a Noiſe of 
her Suſpicions, ſhe could not miſtake us by the De- 
ſcription the Guard gave of us. What a frightful 
Obſtacle was this to my Enterprize; Could I be 
ignorant how far Jealouſy is capable of carrying its 
Furies? a - 

Preſſed by the Courier, who waited only for my 
Anſwer, to return the Way he came; I choſe to make 
my Letter as ſhort and looſe, as that I had _— 
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I writ to Donna Figuerrex, that without fancying J 
had entered into the full Meaning of hers, 1 could 
aſſure her of two Things cqually certain ; one, that 
J had nothing to reproach myſelf with in having had 
any Share in the Deaths of the three Spaniards ; and 
the other, that I was not capable of failing in my 
Reſpe& and Diſcretion for her. This did not hinder 
me from making my Court to the King ; but in the 
Juſt Fright I was yet under, I took great Care of 
provoking her to make her Advances too briſk, and 
notwithſtanding all the Murmurs of my Zeal, I thought 
I owed this Sacrifice to Prudence. Having given him 
an Account of my Brothers Sentiments, I humbly en- 
treated him to ſuſpend his Bounty to him for a few 

Days, and for divers indiſpenſible Reaſons to pardon 
him the Delay of throwing himſelf at his Majeſty's 
Feet. This excellent Prince ſaw nothing in this Ex- 
cuſe capable of offending him. He imparted to me 
ſome Letters from Patrick, which at that Time drew 
his principal Intentions towards Ireland. The firit 
Operations of the Campaign had not anſwered his 
Hopes, and from the ExpeCtations of many Enter- 
prizes, which had been prepared in Winter, he fear- 
ed that ſuch an unfortunate Preſage would cool thoſe 
whom he had commiſſioned for the Execution of 
them. Nevertheleſs, he took Occaſion from his very 
Embarraſment to talk to me of Tenermill. I have 
need, faid he, of a reſolute and intelligent Man. Your 
Brother is the Character of him I want. If you 
think him diſpoſed to ſerve me, added he, lay before 
him this new Motive how far he may reckon upon 
my Favours. He did not finiſh what he had to diſ- 
cover to me ; but I had no Need of any further Ex- 

anation, nor of any more preſſing Orders to enter 
into Views ſo glorious for my Brother. I determined 
to go back immediately, with this Difference only, 
that inſtead of going to Saint, my Deſire of avoid- 
ing a Meeting with Donna Figuerrez, made me chuſe 
to diſpatch to him my Valet, to propoſe his meeting 
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I went to wait for him at his own Houſe ; and the 
Haſte he made in coming there made me judge, that 
his Impatience was equal to mine. He emb aced me 
with the moſt free Air, and anticipating the intereſt- 


ing News I brought him, by a Declaration which was 


no leſs ſo, he aſſured me, that he was reſolved to 
marry Mademoiſelle Ang/e/ey, to begin by this Mark 
of Submiſſion to merit the King's Goodneſs. The Joy 
I felt from it was ſo great, as to make me forget 
what I had burned to tell him; and filling myſelf only 
with Hopes and Fears, that this Proteſtation raiſed in 
me all at once, I aſked him with ſome Embarraſment, 
if he had no more Obſtacles to fear from Donna Fi- 
guerreg, Have no Fear, added he, and you need not 
doubt but I am aſſured of her Conſent. I embraced 
him in my Turn with Tranſports, that T could not 
moderate; and not in the leaſt imagining that he had 
any other Meaning to give his Words than what an- 
ſwered my Deſires, nor any other Notion to take of 
his Reſolution, than that of an heroick Sacrifice, 
which he made to Religion and his Fortune, I uſed 
the molt lively Expreſſions to demonſtrate to him as 

much Eſteem, as Zeal and Friendſhip. 
The Explication I afterwards gave him of the King's 
Intentions not ſerving for any other Purpoſe than to 
redouble his Ardour, he propoſed to me himſelf to 
carry the Account of his Conſent to Mademoiſelle An- 
gleſey, and engage her to meet him next Day at Court 
to obtain together the King's Approbation. Such 
formal Offers did not ſuffer me to doubt longer his 
Sincerity. I was not willing to give Time to this 
Heat to grow cool, and promiling kim to be the next 
Morning at the King's Levee with Mademoiſelle Au- 
gleſey, J exhorted him to ſupport with Glory ſuch no- 
le Reſolutions. A little more Reflexion upon Cir- 
cumſtances would have made me think it ſtrange, 
that he had not yet ſpoke to me of ſeeing her that 
very Day; and I might have aſked him alſo, when 
Donna Figuerrez propoſed to leave Sai/ons : But the 
Motions of my Joy left me only Attention for the 
2 Matters 
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Matters that had cauſed me ſuch an agreeable Sur- 
prize, which however was not equal to what I im- 
parted to Mademoiſelle Angle/ep. | 
A Diſcovery ſo plain and ſo little expected, — 
ting all her Miſtruſts, ſhe thanked Heaven for her 
Happineſs with the moſt moving Expreſſions, and the 
Delay of a fingle Day ſeemed to her a Torment. Tt 
did not enter into her Mind, any more than it did in- 
to mine, that ſhe had Meaſures to take yet on the 
Part of her Rival. We employed ourſelves only on 
the other Project, which ſeemed to us to be the Ma- 
ſter-work of our Prudence, and of which the Succeſs 
rfectly anſwered our Pains. With an Impatience to 
ce Tenermill fixed by the Ceremonies of the Church, 
we took the Reſolution of going that Evening to St, 
Germain, and of diſpoſing every Thing for the Cele- 
bration of his Marriage, as ſoon as he ſhould be en- 
$2ged to it by the Step to be taken next Morning, 
e prepoſſeſſed the a, of our Deſires, who had the 
Goodneſs to enter into all our Views, and to promiſe 
us every Aſſiſtance that depended upon his Authority. 
Tenermill, faithful to his Promiſe, arrived at Mr. De 
Sercine's at the Hour appointed, He ſhewed a great 
deal of Satisfaction at ſeeing us there. Without af- 
fecting over fond Careſſes, he treated Mademoiſelle 
Angleſey with a Conſideration, that contented her 
enough, and confirming to her every Tn he had 
ſaid to me the Evening before, he immediately offered 
her his Hand to lead her with us to the Caſtle, 
Let us no longer ſuſpend the Expl:.nation of a My- 
ſtery, in which the Reader perhaps begins to find too 
much Obſcurity. Tenermill was ſeriouſly reſolved to 
marry Mademoiſelle Angleſey ; but what Marriage, 
and what cruel Conditions did he annex to this Sacri- 
» fice! He had taken all his Reſolutions in Concert 
with Donne Figuerrez. This Lady, to whom he had 
communicated the Arrival and Pretenſions of Made- 
moiſelle Angleſey, had not thought at firſt that ſhe had 
much to ſtruggle with to deliver herſelf from ſuch a 
toubleſome Counter-time ; and far from W 
WI 
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with Reproaches and Complaints, ſne had affected to 
ſhow but little Alarm. Nevertheleſs when the King's 
Meſſenger, and the Hopes his Majeſty had ordered to 
be given my Brother, had appeared to awaken his 
Ambition, ſhe had judged the Danger more preſſing, 
and in the Interval of this Deputation and my Vit, 
had employed all her Addreſs to aſſure herſelf of the 
State ſhe held in his Heart, and if under the Suppoſi- 
tion of his reſuming the Deſign of Marriage, ſhe 
might not flatter herſelf with being preferred to ber 
Rival. She had found -in the natural Integrity of 
Tenermill wherewith to ſatisfy readily her Doubts. 
He had declared to her, that he was not capable of 
changing his Diſpoſitions, and that if he ſhould hap- 
pen to think of Marriage, it ſhould be on Conditi- 
ons too difficult to flatter himſelf with, that in the 
Disfavour he ſtood, he ſhould ever obtain them. How- 
ever, the Day after theſe Conditions had been propo- 
ſed to him by my Mouth ; and he was as much af- 
fected by them as I have related. Donna Figuerrez 
perceived the Matter. To the lively Inquietudes 
ſhewed by her he had anſwered in the ſame Tone, 
that he would never ſacrifice her to Love; but tkat 
ny ſomething to his Fortune and Advancement he 
would not engage to reſiſt the King's Offers long, if 
his Majeſty would keep his Word with him ; and 
knowing from herſelf in what Terms ſhe had writ- 
ten to me, he had preſſed her in the Name of a Friend- 
ſhip as firm and as philoſophical as what united them, 
not to oppoſe herſelf to the great Hopes, for which 
he thought himſelf indebted to my Pains, by Conſi- 
derations unworthy of them. Such an open Decla- 
ration, and the Knowledge Donna Figuerrez had of 
his Character, had with her the Force of a decifive Re- 
fuſal. But not being able to relinquiſh an Engage- 
ment, which was become in a Manner neceſſary to 
her, ſhe had equally improved the Rights of her Af- 
fection, and the Power ſhe had of injuring me, to 
draw from him two Promiſes, to which he had con- 
ſented with ſo much the more Eaſe, as they were 
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agreeable enough to his own Inclinations: The one, 
that he would not finiſh his Marriage, without being 
aſcertained of the King's Views as to his Fortune, 
and without having received indubitable Pledges of it 
from the Mouth of that Prince ; the other, that in 
giving up this Step to Ambition, he ſhould not only 
grant nothing to Love, but ſhould accuſtom Made- 
moiſelle Angleſey to content herſelf to bear his Name, 
and to ſuffer him without murmuring to continue to 
live in the ordinary Exerciſes of their Society, It 
was after this unaccountable Engagement that T ener- 
mill had appeared ſo determined on his Marriage, and 
that he had made no Difficulty of aſſuring me, that 
Donna Figuerrex would give no Oppoſition to it. 
Thus, by conducting Mademoiſelle Angleſey with ſo 
free an Air to the Caſtle, his firſt Deſign was to learn 
from the King upon what Fortune he might depend, 
and to regulate his Offers and Engagements upon the 
Surety he ſhould diſcover in that Particular, The 
King's Goodneſs did not leave him in a State of Un- 
certainty long. He had ſcarce kiſſed his Hand, and 
made ſome Excuſes for his long Abſence, and the 
Uſefulneſs he had lived in for the King's Service, 
when his Majeſty raiſing him up with the moſt affec- 
tionate Air, propoſed the Views he had formed for 
him. You ſhall repair, ſaid he, the Sloth with which 
you reproach yourſelf, and I am not forry, that join- 
ed to your natural Qualities, you have a Motive of 
this Nature to animate you in my Service. I have 
appointed for you two Employments, which will call 
for no leſs than the full Extent of your Wit and Cou- 
rage. One 1s Intendant General of all the Enter- 
33 tending to re-eſtabliſh my Aflairs, and particu- 
arly of all the military Aids that J expect from Ca- 
tholick Princes. 'The other, which is nearer at Hand, 
and which is only the firſt Exerciſe oſ the other, re- 
lates fingly to /re/and. The Title is of little Impor- 
tance, and the Neceſſity of avoiding a Noiſe, will 
hinder me perhaps from creating ſuch an Officer. But 
it could not contain any Thing too grand to Mr 
| wer 
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ſwer my Views. I give you full Power over a thou- 


ſand Things, the Explanation of which I reſerve to 
myſelf. This is, added the King, to ſhew you a 
Confidence, that I ſhould not have for you, if I had 
known any Body merit it better. 

Such diſtinguiſned Favours, offered with ſo much 
Nobleneſs and Bounty, would have made Tenermill 
throw himſelf into the Midſt of Flames. His Gra- 
titude and Zeal ſhone out in a thouſand Expreſſions 
full of Ardour. Ihe King having interrupted him to 
ſpeak of his Marriage, he ſubmitted to his whole Plea- 
{ure without Exception. He ſeemed nevertheleſs a 
little ſurprized, when upon kis Conſent alone he heard 
the Order given me to repair to the Chapel to con- 
clude the Ceremony there. But he was immediately 
relieved by the King's Promiſe of carrying his Sub- 
miſſions to Account, and looking on them as a new 
Engagement to heap more Favours on him. 

Never had my Hand exerciſed the Eccleſiaſtical 
Functions with more Satisfaction to my Heart. Ma- 


demoiſelle Angleſey was a Sharer in my Joy. Tenar- 


mill carried himſelf through the whole Ceremony 
with ſuch an Air of Gaiety that impoſed on - me. 
Thus, added I inwardly addreſſing myſelf to Heaven, 
all the Felicity that is lawful to defire upon Earth 1s 
fhowered down together on my proſperous Fami.y ! 
Finiſh, Great God, what is yet wanting to its Hap- 
pineſs, by heapirig on it a full Meaſure of thy Bleſ- 
ſings. We returned to the King's Apartment, who 
did the Bride and Bridegroom the Honour of killing 
them; and ſigned the Inſtrument of their Marriage. 
As he had not yet fixed the Appointment of my Bro- 
ther's two Employments, or rather as he had reſerv- 
ed to himſelf to inform him upon what Particulars he 
would aſſign them, he made him a Preſent of twenty 
thouſand Crowns, as an earneſt Penny, ſaid he joak- 
ing, of a Revenue that ought to be much more con- 
ſiderable. He gave him five Days to prepare himſelf 
for his Journey to Jrel/and, with Orders only to at- 
tend often at St. Germain during that Time, Row 
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he would confer with him upon the Projects he was 

reſolved to entruſt to him. 
Who would not have believed, that I was now at 
an End of ſo many Agitations, and ſuch great Trou- 
bles, which my Affection to my Family had coſt me, 
and that ſeeing it happily eſtabliſhed in its three 
Branches, IT had nothing remaining but to conſult the 
King's Pleaſure, in order peaceably to diſcharge the 
Duties of my Employment at Court, or the Functions 
of my Miniſtry in Ireland I had this Idea of my Lot 
when [I arrived at the Count De $ 's, Where we 
alighted at Paris. Although it had not yet come in- 
to my Thoughts to make the leaſt Doubt, whether 
Mademoiſelle Argleſey, to whom I ſhall henceforth 
give the Name w ; Spouſe to 7 Lord Teuermill, ought 
not to be the ſame Day lodged in his Houſe, it was 
nevertheleſs natural, that, having continued at the 
Count's ſince our Arrival from JIre/and, ſhe ſhould 
carry him the News of her Marriage, and the Thanks 
ſhe owed to his F ee 8 The Satisfaction he had 
at ſeeing ſo many happy Events ſnewed more than ever 
how much the Happineſs of our Family was dear to 
him. But whilſt he was abandoning himſelf to Joy, 
and the Counteſs did not deliver herſelf up to it with 
leis Reſerve, Tenermill prayed his new Spouſe to ſtep 
alone with him into the Apartment ſhe had hitherto 
uſed. Every Body was inclined to joak pleaſantly 
upon his Haſle to have her alone, which it was na- 
tural to attribute to the Ardours of Love. Their Ab- 
ſence continued but a ſhort Time. My Brother quit- 
ted her after ſome Moments Diſcourſe, and returning 
to us, ſaid with a gloomy Air, addreſſing himſelf to 
the Count, that divers Reaſons, which he had juſt diſ- 
covered to his Wife, did not permit him to continue 
with her, and eſpecially on the Eve of a Journey, 
which probably would be of ſome Duration; and 
that having already provided for her Maintenance with 
a Liberality which ſhe could not complain of, he 
* us to preſerve for her thoſe Inclinations we 
always ſhewed her. The Surprize theſe Words 
gave, 
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gave, ſilencing us, or at leaſt putting us in a Condi- 
tion to throw off the anſwering it upon one another, 
Tener mill took his Leave handſomely, ſtepped into his 
Coach, and drove off immediately. 

Our firſt Surprize induced us to go immediately into 
his Wife's Appartment, whom we found diſſolved in 
Tears, and ready to ſwoon away for Grief and Fear. 
She did not wait being preſſed to inform us of the 
Cauſe of her Amazement. He has treated me, ſaid 
ſhe redoubling her Tears, wich a Contempt that has 
pierced my Heart. If he has not loaded me with 
Outrages, he has clearly given me to underſtand, that 
he has forbore them out of Moderation only. In fine, 
he has declated, that thinking he had done enough in 
giving me the Name of his Wife, he had no Thoughts 
either of ſecing me or living with me. Ah! conti- 
nued ſhe, I know to whom I ought to aſcribe his Ha- 
tred. I am betrayed, I am undone ; Death would be 
much leſs cruel to me, than the ſorrowful Condition 
into which I have voluntarily caſt myſelf. You could 
not but know it, added ſhe turning her Eyes on me, 
why did not you give me Notice of it ? Why have 
you made me the moſt unfortunate of all Women ? 

I interrupted her, to conſole her with better Hopes. 
Though the haſty Retreat of my Brother had left me 
much embarraſſed, yet I fancied he might be ex- 
cuſed by the Nearncſs of his Departure tor 1reland, 
which did not allow him much Time to ſettle a young 
Wife in his Houſe, whom he fhould be obliged to 
leave alone during his Abſence. The Care he had taken 
of providing for her Maintenance, and the Explana- 
tion moreover I aſked of herſelf, ſupported me yet in 
an Opinian ſo favourable. My Lady informed me, 
that he had allotted her for the firſt Year the Thirds of 
the Sum the King had juſt granted him, in the Inte- 
rim, ſaid he, till his Affairs were enough regulated to 
aſlign her a ſettled Revenue upon his Appointments. 
took Occaſion to conſole her even from this Gene- 
rofity, by making her look with a better Eye = ber 
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Lot; and promiſed her to ſpare no Pains to dive into 
the Intentions of her Huſband. 


The Count De 8 judged leſs advantageouſly 
of this Matter than T did. He knew by a thouſand 
Experiences, how difficult ſome certain Kinds of En- 
gagements ate to be broken through, and he moreover 
repeated to me a Part of what T had heard Tenermill 
ſay. This was to diſcover ſufficiently that he had no 
Thoughts of ſeparating himſelf from Donna Figuerreæ, 
and to give one Room to judge, that it would be a 
leſs Obſtacle to his Attachment to her, than a Reaſon 
to tie the Knot cloſer. You ſee, ſaid the Count, that 
having entered into Marriage without Love, he will 
take no more of it than he ſees ſuitable to his own 
Re poſe, and that all he has done for his Wife aims 
only, as ſhe fears, at making her miſerable by the 
Vexation ſhe will perpetually have of ſeeing her Rival 
eigen tan to her, Theſe Predictions, which from the 

outh of a Man fo ſenſible as the Count had the 
Power to- frighten me, did not nevertheleſs hinder me 
from executing the Promiſe I had made my Lady. I 
ſaw Tenermill before he returned to Sui//ons ; but I 
had the Vexation to hear from his own Mouth with 
much Haughtineſs, every Thing he had told his Wife, 
withcut being able by my Intreaties or Reproaches to 
bend him. | 

Although he was not frank enough to declare what 
Conduct he intended to hold with Donna Figuer, ex, 
and that he had even affected not to make me any An- 
ſwer to ſome Words I ventured to ſay againit this 
Union, yet the Evil ſeemed to me ſo urgent, that 
the only Remedy I thought of applying, was to ſee 

herſelf, and to ſcare her Lo my Menaces, if I could 
not gain her over by my Exhortations, Tenermill not 
having diſowned that he would return immediately to 
Sajſons, this was not the Time proper to pitch upon 
for my Enterprize. Yet not doubting but he would 
begin again more regularly than ever to make his 
Court to the King, it was eaſy to lay Hold of the 
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Time of his Abſence. I moreover took Meaſures 
that could not deceive me; and far from impartin 
my Deſign to his Wife, I drew from a en 
Conſiderations entirely different, thoſe Hopes with 
which I continued to ſooth her. I did not in the leaſt 
miltruſt, that ſhe would on her Side form the ſame 
Project, and that, having reaſoned as I did, ſhe would 
take the ſame Day for executing it. Motives, ſuch 
as ſhe had, not ſuffering her to negle& any Thing, 
ſhe was accompanied by an Ji Gentleman, called 
Viterbb, with whom ſhe had made ſome Acquaintance 
at Paris, as being near allied to her Family, With- 
out any other Aſſiſtance than that of Viterbb, and a 
Chamber-maid, ſhe propoſed to confront all Dangers, 
and at leaſt to treat Donna, Figuerrez with all the 
Haughtineſs that a Wife could draw from the molt 
lawful Rights of Honour and Religion. I know not 
what would have been the Conſequences of an Enter- 
prize ſo ill concerted, eſpecialiy on a Day that Tener mill 
had left with Donna Figuerresz three of his beſt Friends. 
But it happened that I having arrived in my Challe 
the ſame Moment with Viterbb's Coach, I immediate- 
ly knew my Sitter in-law, and learned her Deſign, 
which ſhe could no longer | conceal. I found her 
Scheme leſs blameable in itſelf, than dangerous to 
her own Defires ; and repreſenting to her a thouſand 
Reaſons for my fearing, that ſo bold a Step would 
eltrange the Mind and Heart of her Huſband more 
than ever from her, I propoſed another Method to 
reclaim him to her, which the preſent Circumſtances 
inſpired me with. and which the Power of Love made 
her reliſh, notwithſtanding her Reſolution. Inſtead 
of Reproaches, and perhaps Outrages, with which 
ſhe was reſolved to load her Rival, I adviſed. her to 
aſſume Power enough over herſelf to attack her by 
the ſweeter Methods of Flattery and Friendſhip. The 
Heart of my Brother, ſaid I, and that of Donna Fi- 
guerrex herſelf, are not the Hearts of Tigers. Mo- 
deſty and Gentleneſs make an Impreſſion on the moſt 
inſenſible. Try at leaſt this Way, which muſt be leſs 
painful 
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painful to a reaſonable and virtuous Woman, than 
that of Violence. I will lead the Way, added I, to 
the Courſe you are to take, by a Converſation of ſome 
Moments, which I am going to have with Donna Fi- 
guerrez, Whilſt you may conſider on what you are to 
lay to her. Without prepoſſeſſing her with your Viſit, I 
will prepare her Mind in your Favour by a Panegy- 
rick on your Character. In fine, it is from her I ex- 
pect your Happineſs ; and notwithſtanding my Views 
in coming here, I know no better Way than what I 
have propoſed. 

Nothing has convinced me ſo much, that the Heart 
of a Woman is capable of all Sorts of Impreſſions, 
and that their Faults and Virtues depend almoſt al- 
ways on the Manner in which one has the Art of re- 
preſenting Objects to them, than the Facility with 
which my Siſter»in-law ſubmitted to my Advice, One 
may draw from it, if one pleaſes, another Conſe- 
quence in Favour of her natural Humour, The For- 
getfulneſs of herſelf, which before her Marriage had 
made her fall into a mortifying Slip, did not hinder 
her from joining to a great deal of Wit and to her 
Education thoſe Principles of Virtue and Modeſty, to 
which I cannot help thinking but ſhe muſt have re- 
turned again. A violent Paſſion ſometimes gives 
Place to Reaſon, which after having been ſacrificed 
to that Affection, becomes more ſtrong than it. But 
in the Heat of Reſentment, which brought her to 
Saiſons, I did not flatter myſelf with a falſe Glory in 
aſcribing the Moderation, which ſhe returned to in a 
Moment, to the Power or Probability of my Advice, 
Having once got the Poſſeſſion of this Idea, ſhe ex- 
tended it by her Reflexions, and what ſhe added to 
it became ſtill a more powerful Help to the Further- 
ance of her Deſires. | 

I prayed her to continue in her Coach at ſome Di- 
ſt ince from our Houſe, and agreeing upon a certain 
Sign to my Valet, that he ſhould give her Notice the 
Moment it would be proper for them to appear, I 
made no Delay in paying my Viſit to Donna , 
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J requeſled to ſee her alone, and ſhe kept me a long 
Jime waiting; which Slowneſs I aſeribed to her Em- 
barraſſment, Nevertheleſs full of the Notions, with 
which I had juſt infpired my Siſter- in- law, my De- 
ſign was to relieve her with my Civilities; and I exe- 
cuted it ſo happily, that the Air of Tranquillity, with 
which TI accoſted her, having helped to diſſipate her 
Suſpicions, ſhe recovered all at once from a ſlight 
Emotion, that ſeized her at the Sight of me, and re- 
ccived my firſt Compliments with the moſt open Air. 
I did not go about the Buſh to Tet her Enow the Oc- 
caſion of my Viſt. In continuing to obſerve the ſame 
Moderation ar.d Civility in my Words, I proceeded 
to mention her Familiarity with my od as A 
Friendſhip which alarmed all my Family, and, upon 
the Whole, cauſed mortal Inquictudes to my Siſter - in- 
law. She interrupted me, and foreſeeing to what 
Point this Diſcourſe was going to lead me, ſhe uſed all 
the Addieſs in her Power to avoid ſuch offenſive De- 
clarations. I thought of nothing leſs than to offend 
her; but I imagined ſhe had given me ſome Advan- 
tage over her, in letting me ſee this Delicacy ; or ra- 
ther, I muſt confeſs, that having given her a Hint of 
the Idea I had formed of her from ſo many Accounts, 
which gave me no very favourable Judgment of her 
Virtue, | was very far from expecting ſhe could. ſo 
ſenſibly feel the Confufion ariſing from her Irregula- 
rities; and charmed to ſee in her at leaſt theſe A 

pearances of Reſervedneſs, I did not deſpair of 01 4 
ing them turn to the Advantage of my Project. So 
{ did not inſiſt one Moment on my Reproaches. On 
the contrary, giving a quite different Turn to my 
Nilcourſe, I attributed to Detraction thoſe Reports, 
which were as injurious to her as vexatious to my Lady 
Tenermill, Then taking Occaſion from the Name of 
my Siſter-in-law, to ſpeak of her Perſon in Terms of 
Praiſe and Panegyrick, I repreſented her as one of 


the Women of the World, who the leaſt merited the 
Indifference of her Huſband, 
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The Opinion Donna Figuerrez had of my Charac- 
ter, helped her without Doubt to find a greater Proba- 
bility in the Repreſentation J had given of her. How 
could ſhe fancy, that a Man, whoſe Steadineſs ſhe 
had experienced many Times, and whom Tenermill 
had without Doubt, never painted in the ſofteſt Co- 
Jours, ſhould lay ſuch a Conſtraint upon himſelf as to 
impriſon within his own Mind the Impulſes of his 
Zeal, if he had been well informed of the Nature of 
the habitual Commerce of her Society? She drew ſo 
great a Confidence from this Relation, that looking 

erhaps on my Error as a favourable Incident to all 
Fer Deſires, ſhe gave herſelf the Pleaſure of confirm- 
ing me in it, by a Deſcription of the Amuſements 
which employed her in that Solitude. The Picture 
ſhewed nothing but Innocence, and when ſhe blended 
in it Tenermill and his Friends, the laboured to repre- 
ſent to me all their Pleaſures, in a Liglit moſt capable 
of flattering Judgment and Reaſon, as if they were 
the only Particulars of which the Society had any Re- 
liſh. She could not avoid ſpeaking of my Lady; but 
far from contradicting the Praiſes J had given of her 
Merit, ſhe added to them many Strokes, which ſhe 
related, as ſhe ſaid, with Pleaſure, and ſhe made no 
Difficulty of aſſuring me, that ſhe burned with the 
Defire of knowing her. 

I had given Orders to my Valet to poſt himſelf in 
ſome Place from whence he could ſee me. Upon 


e the Signal agreed on, he ran in Haſte to 


ive Notice to my Siſter in-law. I could have wiſh- 
ed ſhe had been already preſent at the Inſtant wherein 
her Rival was ſo luckily engaged in my Views, I 
applied all my Pains to keep up the Converſation on 
the ſame Subject, and I continued. to draw from her 
new Expreſſions of Eſteem and Affection for the Wife 
of her Lover, when a Servant came to give her No- 
tice of the Arrival of my Lady Tenxermill, who aſked 
to fee her. Her Bluſhes and Embarraſſment made 
me immediately reſume the Diſcourſe, by ſhewing the 
Joy I felt at ſuch an agreeable Meeting. My Ly. 
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faid J. would be extremely pleaſed at your Expreſſi- 
ons, if ſhe had heard them. Perhaps ſhe does not ex- 
peR to find here a Friend already ſo openly profeſſed, 
at a Time that without Doubt, ſhe comes to requeſt 
your Eſteem and Friendſhip ; but I am reſolved, add- 
ed I, that as ſoon as ſhe comes into this Parlour, ſhe 
ſhall know from me all at once from whom ſhe may 
expect them. Donna Fizuerrez,, being put more to 
a Nonplus, than I could have thought poſſible for a 
Woman of her Birth, who to a good deal of Wit, 
had joined a Subtlety and Refinement drawn from a 
Converſation with the World and Coquetry, remain- 
ed ſome Moments without finding any Words to an- 
ſwer me. 

In the mean Time my Lady came forward, led by 
Viterbb, and as far off as they could ſee me, I ob- 
ſerved both of them ſeeking in my Eyes what they 
had to judge from my firſt Cares. I aſſumed a ſmi- 
ling Countenance, and advancing to my Siſter- in-law, 
+ ſaid thus to her loud enough to be heard by Donna 
Figutrrex; whatever Motive, Madam, brings you, 
you are here better known, and better beloved than 
you can imagine. I am charmed with every Thing L 
have juſt heard, and if you can be ſenfible of Eſteem 
and Friendſhip, you owe Gratitude and Acknow- 
ledgments for. the Sentiments they profeſs to you 
here. My Sifter-in-law, who had ſufficient Time to 
ſtudy her Part, immediately embraced her Rival, and 
requeſted her Friendſhip in fo eaſy a Manner, that no- 
thing could excuſe Donna Figuerrez from promiſing it 
in the fame Way. Their Converſation alſo engaged 
them in the moſt affectionate Exprefſions. It was in 
the Midſt of this Ardour, that my Lady Tenermill ſeem- 
ing to turn her Reflexions upon her Happineſs, aſked 
Viterbb with Admiration, whether he would not con- 
feſs that publick Fame is ſubje& to much Impoſture, 
and if he had expected, after what People had told 
him, that ſhe ſhould ſo eaſily make a Friend of Don- 
1 Figuerrez? Viterbb had naturally a Voice as 
rough, as his Perſon was Tall and Bully-like. Pre- 
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tending to ſoften his Voice. and to accompany it 
wich a gracious Smile, he confeſ.ed, that he cou'd not 
_eafily return from his Aſtoniſhment, What 1 ſec, 
ſaid he, ſhall be a Leſſon to me all my Life, to teach 
me to miſtruſt Reports and Scandal; and when I pio- 
poſed to you, continued he adcrefhng himfelf to my 
diſter-in- law, to come and inform yourſelf by your 
own Eyes of the Cha acter of Madame, 1 did not 
tell you either all the Injury her Enemies had done 
her, or the great Impieſſion their Malice had made on 
me. I wes afraid of cauſing you too much Vexation 
by telling them; and giving you too much Fear for 
wy Project. For if you will pardon this Freedom, 
added he, giving his Air and his Voice all their na- 
tural Harinels, I had been ſo offended to hear that 
Madame lived in a ſcandalous Commerce with your 
Huſbaad, of which you were the Victim, —that J 
came here with a Detign of grievoully inſulting her, 
a:d cutting my Lord Yenermili's Throat, if 1 had 
ſcen him diſpoſed to take her Part. Pardon, Ma- 
dame, added he, turning himſelf with an affected Po- 
liceneis to Donna Figuerrez, Pardon ſuch coarſe Ex- 
preſſions in the Mouth of an [r;Aman, whole Hu- 
mour has always been a little boiſterous. I think it 
is ſufficient to ſee and to hear you to take up a quite 
different Opinion of you. 

A Compliment of this Nature, which would have 
frightned myſelf, if I had thought I had not pene- 
trated into the Intention of Viteròb, finiſhed the diſ- 
concerting Donna Figuerrez. Whether ſhe imagined 
that they were ignorant of her Familiarity with my 
Brother, and that Confuſion produced in her the Ef- 
fect of Repentance; or whether having in her leſs 
Blackneſs and Enormity, than Levity and Inclination 
to Pleaſure, ſhe could ſee nothing happy for her in 
the Conſequences of an Intrigue ſo openly oppoſed. 
In recovering from her Perplexity ſhe contented her- 
ſelf with making bitter Complaints of the Injuſlice 
the Publick did her Sentiments. You ſee, replied 
Fiterbb coldly, that all this is founded upon the Fa- 
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miliarity in which perhaps you live with my Lord ; 
and if you can think me capable of giving good Ad- 
vice, you will cut off this Pretext for Calumny. Tle 
Embarraſment of Donna Figuerrez would have began 
again, if my Siſter-in-law, contented enough to ſee her 
trembling and mortified, had not affected to redoub e 
her Careſſes, to take away from her all Suſpicions ſte 
might apprehend of any Intelligence between us. 1 
was uncertain where this Scene would end, and I was 
meditating on ſome Means to aſſure it of Succeſs, 
when Word was brought us that my Lord Tenermill 
was come from St. Germain, Donna Figuerrez ſeem- 
ed to fetch her Breath again, whilſt Fear was viſibly 
painted on the Countenance of my Siſter- in- law. As 
to myſelf, the Surprize of an Incident ſo little expect- 
ed, put me in Suſpence what Part I had to act. But 
Tenermill had already got into the Apartment, and the 
Informations he had received from his Porter, making 
him haſten his Steps, his Walk ſeemed to declare as 
much Fury as Impatience. 

How great was his Aſtoniſnment to ſee his Wife ſit- 
ting clole to Deuna Figuerrez, and me oppobte to 
them. I endeavourcd to ſupport the Appearance of 
Gaiety, which I had affected n our whole Con- 
verſation. We got up when we ſaw him appear; 
but his Surprize had detained him ſome Moments, at 
the Entrance of the Chamber we were in. I appre- 
hended that this Inſtant was deciſive. I encouraged 
my Siſter-in-law with my Looks, and quickening my- 
{ſelf up to Aſſurance, I advanced ſome Paces to meet 
him z there have happened, faid I, great Alterations 
in your Abfence. — has difpoted your Domel- 
tick Affairs with ſo much Care, that it has eitabliſhed 
your Fortune at Court. Donna Fignuerrez apprehends, 
that ſhe is obliged to return to Spain : She could not 
tell us the News without Grief, continued I, caſting 
on him a ſtolen and ſmiling Look, to let him know, 
that I thought myſelf in a good Underſtanding with 
Ver; bat her Departure is neceflary. She will leave 
you, deſides your own Liberty, that of lodging my 
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Lady with you. You will have the Satisfaction, add- 
ed I, of ſeeing two Perſons very dear to you, link- 
ed in a ſtrict Friendſhip, the Moment they begin to 
know one another. I was going to proceed, and 
I confeſs, that in the Confuſion 1 was, I ſpoke al- 
"moſt at Random, following only the Impre ſſion re- 
maining on me from the Method we had taken with 
Donna Figaerrez. I flattered myſelf, that ſtaggered, 
as ſhe gave me Room to think her, and out F Fear 
and Shame, ſhe would follow the Path chalked out 
for her, to diſengage herſelf decently ſrom a Place, 
where from henceforth ſhe could not hope for more 
Security than Honour. From this Thought, I did not 
even fear to fortify the Motive, which I took for 
granted, he had to part, by throwing out ſome am- 
biguous Words that might give Tenermill Room to 
underſtand, ſhe had wiſhed for the Occafion of it, 
and that it was leſs her own Inclination, than a forced 
Complaifance, that detamed her at Saiſons, after the 
Marriage of my Lady. My Diſcourſe, though little 
tonſidered, produced a greater Effect than I durſt have 
hoped from it. Tenermill, taking all my Expreſſions 
in the Senſe they were ſpoken, and not being able to 
conceive, that I had lent to Donna Figuerrez fach Sen- 
timents as were not indeed her own, or that ſhe 
could have diſavowed, was piqued enough at thoſe 
that I had attributed to her, that he pretended to re- 
ceive them with a good deal of Indifference, His 
Pride aſſiſted us ſo much the better, that proceeding ſo 
far as not to caſt on her a ſingle Look, from a F ear 
of giving her Room to diſcover his Vexation, he on 
the contrary, thought of nothing but how to diſguiſe 
the Chagrin, that devoured him. Having fat down, 
he teſtified by ſome cold Expreſſions, and the moſt 
diſengaged Air he could affect, that having never pre- 
tended to detain her againit his Will, he ſhould do 
ker no Violence in ſtopping her. She was offended 
in her Turn, at a Moderation, which ſo ſtrongly re- 
ſembled a Contempt; but not being leſe haughty, or 
lels capable of concealing ker Weakneſs, ſhe mu an 
Effort 
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Effort to anſwer him in the ſame Tone; that ſhe could 
perceive nothing more than he to hinder her parting 
without Regret, and that ſhe was charmed to have 
ſuch worthy People Witneſſes of her Diſpoſitions, who 
were capable of juſtifying them by their Teſtimony. 
She aroſe off her Chair and redoubled her Compli- 
ments to my Siſter-in- law. I know not whether he 
had ſuſpected her of thinking to be gone immediately, 
or whether he would be ſo much alarmed at it as to 
make any Motion to ſtop her ; but the ſame, Moment 
a Servant brought in Word, that the Count and Coun- 
teſs of & were come from Paris, without hav- 
ing foreſeen indeed, that they ſhould find him at Sai- 
ſons, but reckoning nevertheleſs that he would return 
there in the Evening, and propoſing to join their Per- 
ſuaſions to mine and to my Lady's Inſtances, to call 
him back to the Obligations of his Marriage. It was 
from her this Thought proceeded, after ſhe had reliſh- 
ed the Plan, that Heaven had inſpired me with. She 
had diſpatched one of her Servants to Paris, to preſs 
them to come immediately to Sai/ons. She had even 
intreated them to bring her Son with them, whom ſhe 
had put out to Nurſe, in one of the Suburbs of Pa- 
ris to an 1ri/þ Woman, whom I myſelf had recom- 
mended.” Tenermill had never yet ſeen his Son, al- 

though we had not concealed from him that ſhe was 
delivered of it in a Town in Flanders, In chooſing 
to follow the moſt ſweet Ways of Tenderneſs to move 
her Huſband, ſhe had thought, with Reaſon, that the 
Sight of an Infant of that Age, would make ſome Im- 
preſſion on the Heart of a Father. The reſt of this 
Scheme was the Invention of Yiterbb. 

Tenermill having returned more ſpeedily than we ex- 


E from St. Germain, becaufe he had miſſed the 


ing, who was gone that Morning to Fontainbleau, 
was ſo amazed at every Thing he had ſeen in his Houſe, 
that a Mind leis firm and ſteady would have ſhewn 
more Perplexity in the ſame Situation. When to the 
Trouble, from which he could not defend himſelf, 
they came to add that which he felt from the Arrival 
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of the Count and Counteſs, he loſt all the Atten- 
tion he had given to the Anſwer of Donna Figuerrex. 
Whilſt he went out in Haſte to meet the Count, he 
did not at all obſerve that ſhe had ſtole out of the A- 
partment, and he even leſs miſtruſted her Reſolution 
of being gone immediately to Paris, I thought I pe- 
netrated the Views that made her fly, I even took 
Advantage of the Motion, that the Arrival of the 
Count and Counteſs had cauſed, privately to order 
my Valet to watch her Steps; and when a Moment 
after he had ſignified to me by a Token, that ſhe had 
forlaken the Houſe, I found my Mind more at Li- 
berty ; and I did not doubt, but my Lady's Party was 
much the ſtronger for it. 

Indeed, as it Heaven had taken Care to guide the 
Count's Tongue, his firſt Compliments were Congra- 
tulations on the Happineſs of the good Underſtand- 
ing he ſaw between my Brother and his Wife; and, 
not in the leaſt doubting but I had fortunately atchic- 
ved what he had hoped to have given Succeſs to by 
his Aid, he aſſumed the moſt ſerious Voice of Rea- 
ſon and Friendſhip to aſſure Tenermill, that the Side, 
to which he had ſuppoſed him determined, was the 
only one agreeable to his Fortune and Honour. A 
Diſcourſe, which ſo ſeaſonably ſeconded our ERorrts, 
produced without Doubt a new Motion in the Heart 
of my Brother. I read in his Eyes the Exceſs of his 
Agitation; and my Lady made the ſame Obſervation. 
She thought, that all the Happineſs of her Life de- 
pended on that lucky Moment; and quitting her Chair 
to calt herſelf at the Knees of her Huſband, ſhe em- 
braced them with an Ardour in which one could ea- 
ly perceive, that even Intereſt had a leſs Share than 
Love, with which ſhe appeared to be entirely poſſeſ- 
ſed. She requeſted of him Repoſe, Honour, Life, 
which all depended on thoſe Sentiments, which ſhe 
conjured him to have for her. Was it Submiſſion 
which he deſired in a Wife? She would not live but 
to obey and pleaſe him. Was it Gratitude and Love? 


She had conſecrated her Heart to thoſe two tender 
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Paſhons, and Duty could not make a Law for her 
more binding than her own Deſires. What then 
muſt ſhe do to obtain that which ſhe demanded by fo 
many Titles? Muft ſhe forget all her Rights, by con- 
felling that ſhe held nothing but from his Geodneſs ? 
She was ready to look on every Thing as a Favour. 
We interrupted this ardent Effuſion of affectionate 
Sentiments, as much to relieve the Tenderneſs of our 
own Hearts as the Embarraſſment of Tenermil]. Mine 
was pierced with wizat I heard. Ah! my Lord, eried 
I, ſhedding ſome Tears, you would be too great an 


Enemy to Virtue, if Duty ſhould appear to you ri- 


gorous under this Form. How ? ſad the Counteſs 
with the ſame Compaſſion, can you be thus inſenſi- 
bie to reſiſt ſo much dweetneſs and ſo many Charms? 
Ihe Count joined us with a Voice more compoſed; 
My Lord, ſaid he to my Brother, I ſhould have a 
Difficulty to comprehend what it is you look for in a 
Wife, it you be not moved by ſo much Merit and 
Love, when the King's Goodneſs annexes to it all the 
Advantages of Fortune. In fine, Yizerbb, who hi- 
therto had the Power of containing himſelf, added 
with an impatient Air: My Lord, my Lord, Mea. 
ſures are not always kept with a Girl whom a Man 
has deceived ; but Honour lays down different Rules 
in Marriage; and moreover do you conſider, that 
what may be let alone with Reſpect to a Wife, is due 
to her Family ? 

Tenermill was going to anſwer, and I was in the 
mean Time perſuaded, that yielding already to the 
Force of Circumſtances, he was only ſeeking for Ex- 
preſſions to explain to us the Change of his Notions. 
But the Counteſs prevented him, by preſenting to him 
his Son, whom ſhe took out of the Arms of his Nurſe. 
] was ſurprized myſelf at a Sight I by no Means ex- 
pected, and I ſhould have laughed at the Fancy of 
my Sitter, if the Effect of this new Scene had not per- 
ſuaded me that ſhe knew the Secrets of Nature better 
than I did. Tenermill looked on the Infant ſome Mo- 
ments, whom they ſhewed.- him for his Son. He _ 
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caſt his Eyes on his Wife. His Looks were enliven- 
ed in a Moment ; his very Countenance kindled up. 
If not a fingle Word eſcaped him, it ſeemed to be 
Confuſion, or ſome” other Subject of Awe that tied 
his Tongue. Art length, inclining his Head on the 
Face of his Son, he faſtened to it for a Moment his 
Lips, and with the ſame Motion raiſed himſelf up 
with a paſſionate Air, and a thouſand Times embraced 
his Wife. She made no Anſwer to ſuch dear Ca- 
reſſes, but by Tears of Tenderneſs, with which we 
mingled ours. 


_— 


_—_— 


I N Quality of Editor, I muſt give the Reader an 
Account of the Reaſons that have made me con- 


hne this Work to Six Parts, though the Preface pro- 
miſed Twelve, There is enough to be found in the 
Memoirs of the Dean of Coleraine, to enable me to 
falfl the Promiſe I made the Publick ; but what muſt 
have made up the fix laſt Parts are fo different from 
the Subject of the fix firſt, that it would be difficult 
to take them for a Sequel of the ſame Work. They 
comliſt only of military Events, or political Negotia- 
tions, which have no Relation to the Title of a mo- 
ral Hiſtory, nor to the Deſign which the Dean ap- 
pears to have propoſed in his Preamble. If I ſhould 
{ome time or other venture to publiſh them, it ſhould 
be under another Title, and with other Views. 

What is wanting here, and which I would have 
endeavoured to have inſerted in the ſixth Part, if 1 
could have done it without altering the Ground of the 
Hiltory, is only the Removal of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Treaſure of my Lord Linch, with a few Circumſtances 
that relate further to the Fortune and Eſtabliſhment of 
our illuſtrious Brothers. 

But let it ſuffice for thoſe who intereſt themſelves in 
the Treaſure to know, that it was tranſported luckily 
beyond Seas, and diſtributed by the Order of King 
James, among a great Number of Eng/;þ Communi- 
tics eſtabliſhed in France and the Low Countries. 

As to the three Brothers, he whom we have al- 
ways called Patrick, retired at length into the County 
of Antrim, having firſt done ſignal Services to the 
King, and paſſed the Remainder of his Life with 
the tender Sarah, in a Happineſs, which is the Con- 
comitant of Love, when it has Virtue for its Foun- 
dation. a 

My Lord Tenermill, from his Character leſs inclined 
to repoſe, continued to ſerve the King to his Death, 
and found that Prince as faithful to his Promiſes, as 


he 
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he himſelf was to his laſt Engagements. His Chil- 
dren, who are ſettled in France, have reſumed their 
Family Name, by inheriting the Fortune of their 
Father. | 

In fine, the, virtuous Dean paſſed the Remainder 
of his Days ſometimes at St. Germain, ſometimes in 
Ireland, with the Confidence of the King, the Love 
of his Family, and the Reſpe& of his Countrymen, 
employed in continually ſerving thoſe three Objects of 
his Zeal, and amuſing himſelf with writing the Hi- 
Rory of his Brothers, | 


